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ROMANCE
Adler, Elizabeth 

The Hotel Riviera. 2004. Read by Liza Ross, 8 hours 1 minute. TB 14471.

Lola Laforet doesn't have time for love. Her disreputable husband has disappeared, the police consider her a prime suspect and her beautiful home and hotel business seem to belong to an ex-arms dealer. Lola doesn't go looking for danger, it just seems to walk through the door. And when it walks through the door in the form of the delectable Jack Farrar she knows she's in real trouble. Elizabeth Adler's sparkling new novel is as warming as a hot day on the French Riviera.

Ashley, Trisha

Singled out. 2005. Read by Eva Haddon, 9 hours 39 minutes. TB 14698.

Cassandra Leigh's long-term partner, Max, is handsome, charismatic, sophisticated - and married. Cass always dreamt that one day she and Max would be wed, but now she's waking up to reality like an elderly Sleeping Beauty and realising that not only is the prince missing, there isn't even a half-way decent frog in the offing. Meanwhile, Jason, one of her oldest friends, has developed a crush on her and she's had an encounter of a closer kind than she bargained for with Dante Chase, new owner of the UK's most ghost-infested manor house. Now the vicar wants to sell Cass off to the highest bidder at the local charity slave auction, and Max, Jason and Dante are each determined to bid for her.

Arden, Jenny 

Intense involvement. 1989. Read by Gwen Cherrell, 6 hours. TB 8180.

"I never give up on a challenge!" Brave words, but Elise was beginning to wonder whether her job as physiotherapist to the domineering Luc de Rozanieux would end in her resignation - or dismissal! She knew about the dangers of getting involved with patients, but she just couldn't ignore Luc's arrogant attitude.

Austen, Jane 

Pride and prejudice. 2005. Read by Emilia Fox, 12 hours 59 minutes. TB 13967.

When Elizabeth Bennet first meets eligible bachelor Fitzwilliam Darcy, she thinks him arrogant and conceited; he is indifferent to her good looks and lively mind. When she later discovers that Darcy has involved himself in the troubled relationship between his friend Bingley and her beloved sister Jane, she is determined to dislike him more than ever.

Austen, Jane 

Sense and sensibility. 1811. Read by John Richmond, 13 hours 41 minutes. TB 363.

Mrs Dashwood and her two daughters must leave the family home and move to a small house in another part of the country. Soon Marianne and Elinor both fall in love, but they must first learn some terrible secrets before they find true happiness.

Barnes, Zoe 

Be my baby. 2006. Read by Trudy Harris, 13 hours 53 minutes. TB 14714.

Lorna, happily married to her childhood sweetheart Ed, had looked forward to telling him that Leo would soon have a baby brother or sister to play with. But fate struck a tragic blow, leaving her broken, alone and pregnant. Eighteen months later, Lorna knows that she must get out and make a new life for herself and her children. When her parents suddenly find themselves desperate for somewhere to live, it seems only natural that they come and live with their daughter. But that's before the mishaps, the arguments over childcare, or the rows that break out when Lorna announces that she's met a hunky doctor and is ready to start dating again.

Barnes, Zoe 

Love bug. Read by Trudy Harris, 9 hours. TB 13195.

If love is a bug, then Laurel Page is immune, and all she wants now is a quiet life. Running a dating agancy may not seem like the logical career path for a woman who has fervently sworn off romance, but for Laurel there's something deliciously safe about other people's romantic problems. Then Gabriel Jouet walks into her office. Tall, dark and oozing with Gallic charm, he's an unlikely client and almost enough to make even Laurel contemplate abandoning her vow of singledom. But Laurel's scars run deep: Cupid really would have to be stupid to pick on her again.

Bernieres, Louis de 

Captain Corelli's mandolin. 1994. Read by Nigel Graham, 21 hours 24 minutes. TB 11174.

War has not yet reached the village on the island of Cephallonia where the doctor's daughter is engaged to a fisherman. When the Italians arrive, though, the fisherman joins the resistance and a young captain is billeted in the doctor's house. At first Corelli is ostracised, but he proves to be civilised, humorous and musical, and the working of the eternal triangle seems inevitable. With vicious speed, the war becomes brutal. Can love survive? Contains passages of a sexual nature.
Bingham, Charlotte 

The season. 2001. Read by Judy Bennett, 13 hours 32 minutes. TB 12568.

Portia and Emily meet to launch their daughters on an unsuspecting society for the London Season of 1913. Both are determined that their offspring will catch the eye of their friend May's son, a future duke. Meanwhile, their arch-enemy Daisy Lanford has fallen on hard times.

Bosanko, Abigail 

Lazy ways to make a living. 2002. Read by Lesley Mackie, 9 hours 20 minutes. TB 13205.

Rose Budleigh has come home to Edinburgh with a Ph.D. in Lexicography, an unusual brilliance for chess and not a penny to her name. All too soon Rose is scraping a living doing tele-sales and market research. Then she stops a familiar face to ask about toothpaste brands: Jamie Cameron, chess rival from her teenage years. He's good-looking, fabulously wealthy and can't bear the thought of losing Rose again. He makes her an offer: he'll provide her with a life of luxury in return for her chess skills and her love. Unsuitable for family reading.

Bradford, Barbara Taylor
Love in another town. 1995. Read by Liza Ross, 4 hours 11 minutes. TB 10900.

Leaving behind a failed marriage, Jake Cantrell moves to another town.  There he becomes involved with an amateur theatrical group, creating their lighting effects, and meets Maggie Sorrell, an attractive older woman. She too is creating a new life for herself. In the process of renovating an old farmhouse for a client, Maggie hires Jake, and working together on a daily basis they fall in love. Ahead lie obstacles, but together they ultimately overcome the odds. Contains passages of a sexual nature.
Bragg, Melvyn
A time to dance. 1990. Read by Michael Tudor Barnes, 7 hours 36 minutes. TB 8183.

Set in Cumbria, the story tells of a retired bank manager and his love for an 18 year old secretary, describing the twists and turns of their relationship as he sees it and imagines it. Unsuitable for family reading.

Brett, Simon 

The penultimate chance saloon. 2006. Read by Simon Brett, 6 hours 35 minutes . TB 14863.

On the verge of his 60th birthday, Bill Stratton's wife told him she was leaving for another man. He'd been under the impression they had a happy marriage. She assured him that since the second week of their honeymoon, she'd known she'd married the wrong person. This all came as a shock to Bill and he discover the world of post-menopausal dating.

Bridge, Ann 

Illyrian spring. 1990. Read by Gretel Davis, 14 hours 43 minutes. TB 8272.

Renowned painter Lady Kilmichael's brilliant husband has no time for her and she feels that she only exasperates her daughter. So, telling no one, she embarks on a painting trip to the Dalmatian coast of Yugoslavia. There she meets Nicholas, an unhappy young man, forbidden by his family to pursue the painting he loves. Their adventures and searching discussions lead to something much deeper than simple friendship.

Bromige, Iris 

Farewell to winter. 2005. Read by Patience Tomlinson, 6 hours 4 minutes. TB 14474.

Good fortune seemed to smile at last on Emma Barcombe and an exciting new freedom was about to unfold when she came to live and work on a small journal in the delightful West Country village of Clevedon. But the armour she had been forced to build as her only defence from earliest childhood was not easily put aside and at first she needed it - particularly when obliged to come into frequent contact with the cynical, hard Paul Amberley.

Bromige, Iris 

Golden summer. 2000. Read by Paddy Glynn, 6 hours. TB 12894.

When Jean Lansford hears her fiance has been killed in a car accident in Ireland, she is stunned by the news. With her parents dead, Adrian had filled the empty place in her heart. Jean decides to visit the scene of the accident, to discover the truth, and is surprised when her trustee, Darrel Brynton, insists on accompanying her. Surprised - and disturbed.  For Darrel, exasperating and laconic, is more attractive to her than any man has been before. Jean is about to find out that she still has a great deal of growing up to do - as the golden summer months turn to dark December...

Bronte, Charlotte

Jane Eyre. 1994. Read by Lucy Scott, 20 hours 32 minutes. TB 14397. 

A story of passionate love, travail and final triumph. The relationship between the heroine and Mr Rochester is only one episode, albeit the most important, in a detailed fictional autobiography in which the author transmuted her own experience into high art.

Bronte, Emily 

Wuthering heights. 1847. Read by Robin Holmes, 12 hours 30 minutes. TB 283.

The story of a strange and terrible love, set on the wild Yorkshire moors.

Brookner, Anita 

The rules of engagement. 2004. Read by Joanna David, 8 hours 14 minutes. TB 13468.

Elizabeth and Betsy are old school friends. Born in 1948 and not ready for the sixties, they had high hopes of the lives they would lead, even though their circumstances were so different. When they meet again in their thirties, Elizabeth, married to the safe, older Digby is relieving the boredom of a cosy but childless marriage with an affair. Betsy seems to have found real romance in Paris. Are their lives taking off, or are they just making more of the wrong choices without even realising it?

Byatt, A. S 

Possession. 1990. Read by Frances Jeater, 22 hours 33 minutes. TB 8241.

This is the story of two academics researching the lives of mid-Victorian poets Randolph Henry Ash and Christabel La Lotte. They delve deeper into their lives through their letters, poems and journals. A mystery, romantic and comic novel.

Cadell, Elizabeth 

The marrying kind. 1995. Read by Jacqueline King, 7 hours 19 minutes. TB 10809.

A protesting Laura Seton is packed off to France in an attempt to uncover an art fraud and avert a family scandal. En route she runs into Finch Falconer, the new owner of the Seton family home. She has already crossed swords with him in England, so the mutual attraction that springs up causes complications, especially as Finch already has a fiancee.

Carey, Peter 

Oscar and Lucinda . 1988. Read by Nigel Graham, 20 hours 26 minutes. TB 7283.

Oscar Hopkins is an Oxford seminarian with a passion for gambling. Lucinda Leplastrier is a Sydney heiress with a fascination for glass. The year is 1865. When they meet on the boat to Australia their lives are changed forever... Winner of the 1988 Booker Prize. Unsuitable for family reading.

Cartland, Barbara
Look with love. 1985. Read by John Westbrook, 4 hours 46 minutes. TB 5679.

After the death of her father, Ilitta is told by her aunt that she cannot stay in her house any longer. She takes employment under an assumed name with the Marchioness of Lyss who has been blinded in an accident and Ilitta soon finds herself in a whirl of intrigue and passion.

Cartland, Barbara 

The waltz of hearts. 1980. Read by Jeremy Sinden, 3 hours 51 minutes. TB 9209.

On arrival in Vienna, Gisela feels that something vital and wonderful awaits her. Through an adventure in the Vienna woods she meets the man of her dreams, but she soon discovers that as the daughter of a mere violinist, however famous, she is not a suitable match for the head of a proud and noble family. The magical city of the waltz, where Strauss is uncrowned king, brings tears and smiles, rapture and heartbreak to Gisela, before her prince's kiss creates her own song of love.

Cookson, Catherine 

The fen tiger. 1994. Read by Joan Walker, 6 hours 35 minutes. TB 10711.

Rosamund Morley was the mainstay of her family, living a life of poverty deep in the wild fen country with her sister and alcoholic father. She it was who ran for help the night her father set his bed alight after a drinking bout, a night that would change the course of her life for, fleeing through the woods, she met Michael Bradshaw, whom she called the "fen tiger". When she knew more of Michael's past and what made him live in isolation, her first feelings of dislike turned to compassion and then to something deeper.

Cookson, Catherine
Rooney. 1993. Read by Mark Elstob, 7 hours 57 minutes. TB 9999.

Rooney was the only unmarried one in the dustbin gang. He had worked as a dustman for fifteen of his thiry five years and his mates all agreed he was too canny to be caught, already having avoided four widows and two spinsters in ten years. Rooney liked life to follow a pattern; that and his independence were what made him tick. However, when he moved into Ma Howlett's place all that went out of the window and life became more complicated than he had ever imagined.

Cooper, Jilly
Pandora. 2002. Read by Jilly Bond, 22 hours 40 minutes. TB 12826.

No picture was ever more beautiful than Raphael's 'Pandora'. Discovered in a Normandy chateau in 1944, she has cast her spell over the Belvedon family - all artists or dealers - for fifty years. Now she is locked away in a turret of their lovely Cotswold house increasing her colossal value by the second. Then an exquisite stranger rolls up, claiming to be a long-lost daughter of the family and setting the three Belvedon brothers at one another's throats. During a firework party the picture is stolen. Only after a nail-biting court case and a record-smashing Old Masters sale at Sotherby's is Pandora restored to her rightful home.

Cooper, Jilly
Imogen. 1978. Read by Carol Marsh, 9 hours 45 minutes. TB 3551.

Imogen, used to watching life from the sidelines, is swept off her feet by the attention of a glamorous tennis-star. Their holiday on the Riviera proves to be a real eye-opener for her. Unsuitable for family reading.

Czerkawska, Catherine Lucy
The curiosity cabinet. 2005. Read by Carolyn Bonnyman, 8 hours 10 minutes. TB 14294.

When Alys revisits the Hebridean island of Garve after an absence of twenty-five years, she is enchanted by the embroidered cabinet on display in her hotel. She discovers that it belongs to her childhood playmate Donal and they soon resume their old friendship. Interwoven is the darker tale of Henrietta, kidnapped by the fearsome Manus McNeil and held on Garve against her will. With three hundred years separating them the women are linked by the curiosity cabinet, by the tug of motherhood and by the island itself.

Darcy, Lilian 

The honourable midwife. 2003. Read by Nicolette McKenzie, 5 hours 29 minutes. TB 13744. 

A spark of attraction has just ignited between GP Pete Croft and midwife Emma Burns. Given the chance, their passion would set ablaze.  But Pete's ex-wife is ill and his young twin daughters need him most right now. Even if it breaks her heart, Emma must do the honourable thing and stand aside while Pete puts his family first. But as they tend the Glanfallon community together, the physical temptation between them is torture. And Emma's generosity simply fires Pete's determination to make her his bride.

Dean, Louise 

Becoming strangers. 2004. Read by Beth Chalmers, 8 hours 17 minutes. TB 13957.

Jan has been dying for six years, bringing his unhappy marriage with Annemieke to an end in middle age. Their sons have given them one last gift, a holiday in the Caribbean. Dorothy and George have also been given a holiday, by their granddaughter - their first and probably last trip overseas. In the rain of Bexhill-on-Sea, two weeks at a beach resort seems irresistible. Alone together, in perfect surroundings, they are unable to escape their troubles, until a few chance events allow them to make something out of the ashes of their love. Contains strong language.
Delderfield, R F
Diana. 1984. Read by Hugh Ross, 21 hours 36 minutes. TB 5377.

John Leigh was a fifteen-year-old orphan when he first saw the beautiful Diana Gaylorde-Sutton, the only daughter of a wealthy financier. They fell in love and youthful romance developed into adult passion as the Second World War threatened their idyllic make-believe world.

Desai, Kiran 

The inheritance of loss. 2006. Read by Steve Hodson, 13 hours 47 minutes. TB 14792.

At the foot of Mount Kanchenjunga in the Himalayas, lives an embittered old judge who wants nothing more than to retire in peace. But with the arrival of his orphaned granddaughter, Sai, and his cook's son trying to stay a step ahead of US immigration services, this is far from easy. When a Nepalese insurgency threatens Sai's blossoming romance with her handsome tutor they are forced to consider their colliding interests.

Dewar, Isla 

Dancing in a distant place. 2003. Read by Hannah Gordon, 13 hours 40 minutes. TB 13956.

When Iris Chisholm arrives in the tiny Highland community of Green Cairns, she's still in a state of shock - not so much from her husband's untimely death as from the discovery that he'd gambled away all their money and even their home. In addressing the problems of the children at the school where she becomes the only teacher, Iris finds distraction from her worries. Further distractions come in the shape of golden-tongued lawyer Michael and the gentle handyman, Chas. The locals are deliciously outraged at the scandal of a school marm who seems to have a sex life, while so embroiled is Iris that she does not notice what is happening to her own near-adult children  who need her just as much as the waifs of Green Cairns. Contains strong language.
Donnelly, Jane
Fiance for real. 2000. Read by Nicola Bertram, 5 hours 3 minutes. TB 12268. 

When Fergus McKenzie found Clancy Lindhurst leaning perilously over the parapet of a bridge, he naturally though the worst! But, back at Fergus's hotel, Clancy explained everything - she'd been throwing away her engagement ring because her fiance had cheated on her. By the time Clancy had finished, Fergus's respect, not to mention his attraction for her had escalated. Suddenly he knew that this woman deserved a man to love, honour and cherish her permanently - and that he was the man for the job!

Drabble, Margaret
The sea lady: a late romance. 2006. Read by Norma West, 12 hours 19 minutes. TB 14759.

Two distinguished guests are travelling separately towards a ceremony where they will meet for the first time for three decades. Both are apprehensive, as they review the successes and failures of their public life, and their secret history.

Du Maurier, Daphne 

Frenchman's creek. 1981. Read by Norma West, 8 hours 8 minutes. TB 4687.

Weary of the debauchery of life at the court of Charles II, Dona, Lady St. Coulomb, escapes away to her husband's home in Cornwall. Here she finds peace and beauty and a swashbuckling French pirate.

Elgin, Elizabeth 

The rose hedge. 1996. Read by Diana Bishop, 6 hours 28 minutes. TB 11152.

When Liri Haslington returned to the village of her birth after an absence of eight years, she told herself it was merely to say goodbye to her past. Only when she had laid the ghost of a turbulent first love, could she marry James. But she was to discover that love is not so easy to forget.

Emecheta, Buchi
The bride price: a novel /. 1976. Read by Gretel Davis, 7 hours 24 minutes. TB 4796.

A 'bride price' is the money a man must pay to the family of the woman he wishes to marry. Young Aku-nna is only thirteen when her father dies and she and her eleven-year-old brother must return from Lagos to their tribal village home to be 'inherited' by their father's brother. Two years later she faces the conflict between traditional African values and the newer, imported European ideas - an Ibo love story set in pre-Independence Nigeria.

Fforde, Katie
Artistic licence. 2001. Read by Stephanie Beattie, 9 hours 8 minutes. TB 12907.

Thea, fed up with being mother to a houseful of students, accepts her bossy friend Molly's offer of an art appreciation holiday in Provence, and meets the gorgeous Rory. So when Thea hears that her student lodgers have had a party and her house is a tip, she decides to extend her holiday and accepts Rory's invitation to his house in Ireland, where she discovers a studio full of wonderful paintings. Contains strong language.
Ford, Rachel
Rhapsody of love. 1990. Read by Vivienne Rochester, 4 hours 50 minutes. TB 8531.

When painter Maggie Sanderson found herself trapped in the same Caribbean hideaway as the famous composer Steve Donellan, she was at a loss as to what to do. However hard she tried to distance herself from him, he seemed determined to make his presence felt. Was there no way she could find peace from him, or was he going to ruin her sanity as he had ruined everything else?

Forrester, Helen
Thursday's child. 1985. Read by Joan Walker, 8 hours 45 minutes. TB 8582.

When Peggie and Ajit fell in love, each one knew the future would not be easy. But as they began their new life, far from their homes and their families, they found that love could bring two worlds together.

Fowler, Karen Joy
The Jane Austen book club. 2004. Read by Liza Ross, 8 hours 33 minutes. TB 14015.

In California's Central Valley, six people meet once a month to discuss Jane Austen's novels. They are ordinary people, neither happy nor unhappy, but each of them is wounded in different ways, they are all mixed up about their lives and relationships. Over the six months they meet, marriages are tested, affairs begin, unsuitable arrangements become suitable, under the guiding eye of Jane Austen a couple of them even fall in love? Contains strong language.
Fowles, John
The French lieutenant's woman. 1969. Read by Robert Gladwell, 17 hours 43 minutes. TB 1455.

The story, an immaculate recreation of Victorian England, of an obsessive and illicit love which challenges and confounds the sexual conventions of the age.

Fox, Gemma

Caught in the act. 2005. Read by Becky Hindley, 9 hours 44 minutes. TB 14379.

Carol French is lured by the promise of a get-together through oldschooltie.com, and it's better than just old school friends - it's the old sixth-form drama group that twenty years ago took 'Macbeth' on tour. A tour that was dramatic in more ways than one, and Carol has carried a torch for the leading actor ever since. Not that it has stopped her marrying, having kids, divorcing - but that memory just won't go away. Now she is about to be brought face to face with the adolescent love god himself, except now he's nearly forty! Contains strong language.
Gaffney, Patricia
Flight lessons. Read by Tara Ward, 12 hours 40 minutes. TB 13515.

Anne admired and emulated her unmarried Aunt Rose, who led a much more exotic and glamorous life than her mother. But when Anna's mother lies dying, Anna finds out that the woman she looked to more than her own mother betrayed them both in the worst way. Now an acutely mistrustful adult, Anna suffers yet another betrayal, at the hands of her lover. Looking for an escape, Anna returns home, though it means helping her aunt run the family restaurant. Rose, who for 20 years has struggled to regain Anna's trust, realizes that although her niece has come home, it's clear she doesn't plan to stay. Feelings are frosty as ever, and Anna is so deadset on leaving, that she fails to recognize true love, even as it reaches up to grab her by the heart.

Garcia Marquez, Gabriel 

Love in the time of cholera. 1989. Read by Jonathan Oliver, 16 hours 25 minutes. TB 13505.

When Dr Juvenal Urbino died, aged eighty-one-and-a-half, his widow, the once breath-taking Fermina Daza, instinctively recoiled from the one hand extended to steady and comfort her. A hand which for her long life had always been within reach but which, in her haughtiness and guilt, she would not acknowledge: the hand of Florentino Ariza. Gabriel Garcia Marquez tells a haunting love story. Contains passages of a sexual nature.
George, Catherine
Out of the storm. 1991. Read by Diana Bishop, 5 hours 35 minutes. TB 9395.

The dark, brooding stranger, who'd announced himself as Dr Penry Vaughan, had rescued Leonora when she had been washed up, half dead, on his private Welsh island. Having retreated to his island for a few female-free weeks, the enigmatic doctor did not welcome his enforced hospitality, or his growing attraction for its recipient.

Goldsmith, Olivia
Wish upon a star. 2005. Read by Amber Rose Sealey, 15 hours 20 minutes. TB 14470.

Claire takes the ferry into Manhattan every day, dreamily wishing that life could be as magical as it is in the novels she reads, and hoping she'll catch a glimpse of sexy lawyer Michael at work. Then one day, out of the blue, Michael offers her a trip to London, all expenses paid, and her fortunes take an extraordinary about-turn. Crossing the Atlantic, a whole new world opens up for Claire. Finally, she can go to the ball – or rather, revel in all the delights London has to offer a girl with a fresh spring in her step. The streets may not be paved with gold, but they are rich with opportunity. But happy-ever-after isn't easy, even in fairytales, and Claire must reckon with the obstructive efforts of a very strait-laced Englishman if she is going to have the happy ending she's after. Contains passages of a sexual nature.
Gordon, Abigail
Saving faces. 2000. Read by Elizabeth Proud, 6 hours 7 minutes. TB 12291. 

When she was a teenager Gemma Bartlett's face had been badly damaged in a car accident. She was repaired by surgeon Jonas Parry, and, having fallen in love with him, she never forgot him. Ten years later, Gemma is a junior doctor, and Jonas is her boss - but in the meantime Jonas has been divorced and has an adopted son. How can Gemma convince him that her feelings are genuine?

Green, Jane
Mr Maybe. 2005. Read by Julia Franklin, 11 hours 13 minutes. TB 14509.

At 27, Libby thinks there's a lot to be said for a rich husband. So when Nick comes along - lovely, funny, and with no money whatsoever – she decides he's only good for a fling. Wealthy banker Ed, on the other hand, could possibly be the answer, despite his irritating habits. But will she realise that Mr Rich doesn’t always mean Mr Right? Contains passages of a sexual nature.
Gregory, Kay
The right husband.  1996. Read by Liza Ross, 5 hours 41 minutes. TB 11020.

All her life, Kerry had attracted trouble - and Declan always seemed to be around to rescue her! But Kerry had never dreamed she'd end up almost marrying him. Almost, because at the eleventh hour her childhood sweetheart turned up. After all, Declan's marriage proposal had only been a favour to her, and they weren't really in love. Yet jilting Declan at the altar was the hardest thing Kerry had ever done.

Hamilton, Diana 

Passionate awakening. 1990. Read by Stephen Thorne, 4 hours 30 minutes. TB 8243.

Annie Ross knew that millionaire Luke Derringer was dangerous from the first time she saw him. a man who knew exactly what he wanted and how to get it. He wanted - and got - Monk's Hall, the house she had set her heart on, and now, even more dangerous than that, he wanted her ...

Haran, Maeve
Husband material. 2002. Read by Jacqueline King, 10 hours 55 minutes. TB 12950.

After sixteen years of marriage to the handsome but unfaithful Giles, Amanda is sure of one thing: She isn't going to make the same mistake twice. So when she literally bumps into charismatic Angus Day in his cobalt blue sport car, there's no way she's going to fall for that charm baloney again - even if he does offer to pay for her damage. Especially when she discovers what Angus does for a living - raking it in as a ruthless property developer. Contains strong language.
Hardy, Thomas 

Far from the madding crowd. 1874. Read by George Hagan, 16 hours 17 minutes. TB 317.

In which the patient devotion of shepherd Gabriel to Bathsheba is contrasted with her ill treatment by her selfish husband.

Herries, Anne 

A matter of honour. 2000. Read by Candida Gubbins, 8 hours 55 minutes. TB 12406. 

Lord Vincent Carlton requests his mother to invite Miss Cassandra Thornton for a visit. Having recently become an heiress, Cassie knows she needs help to bring her into style, but at least she can now afford to be selective about the man she'll marry. Unbeknownst to her, however, her late brother had made five of his friends promise that, should he die, one would marry Cassie - and Vinnie had drawn the short straw...

Howell, Bette 

Wuthering depths. 1989. Read by Joan Walker, 4 hours 8 minutes. TB 7900.

With a mad husband and a secretive son, what can May Craven do but fall in love with the handsome artist across the way? Otley Craven doesn't seem to mind; he is busy searching the moors for Russian spies. Romantic Bronte-land? Forget it. This is a land of crashing mill-chimneys and crashing dreams; where sex is that stuff you see in "Wildlife on One", and bedtime is a cup of cocoa and a Mogadon.

Jenkins, Elizabeth 

The tortoise and the hare. 1983. Read by Judith Whale, 9 hours 46 minutes. TB 5768. 

Evelyn Gresham is a wealthy and successful man who has everything one could wish for, including a beautiful and devoted wife named Imogen. Their nearest neighbour is Blanche Silcox, a plain woman of 50 who rides, shoots, fishes and drives a Rolls-Royce - in every way the opposite of his wife. But Evelyn is irresistibly attracted to her.

Jewell, Lisa
A friend of the family. 2003. Read by Tim Bruce, 11 hours 29 minutes. TB 13987.

Brothers Tony, Sean and Ned had the perfect upbringing. They adore their parents and actually look forward to coming home for Sunday lunch. But now they've grown up and real life has started to get in the way. Tony's dealing with divorce and a weight problem. Novelist Sean is up against a serious case of writer's block and a shock announcement from his "perfect" new girlfriend. And their parents have a new lodger, Gervase. But why is Bernie, their mum, so keen to give this unsavoury waif a home? And what is the real reason for kid brother Ned's surprise return from his travels in Australia? Contains strong language.
Jordan, Penny
Law of attraction. 1992. Read by Norma West, 4 hours 43 minutes. TB 9392.

Charlotte had worked hard, but market forces had gone against her, and now she felt an utter failure. From running her own business she had to learn to take orders again, and the man calling the shots was successful, dynamic Daniel Jefferson. It was hardly surprising that she should resent him; the contrast between their careers was so great, but how did Daniel feel about her?

Kennedy, Lena 

Eve's apples. 1990. Read by Di Langford, 14 hours 18 minutes. TB 8911.

Twelve-year-old Daisy Smith steals a carrot for Jackie Murphy, an Irish barrow-boy, and so begins a love affair which will last for both their lives. Even when Jackie's family leave for Australia, Daisy cannot forget her childhood sweetheart - and she determines to follow her beloved to the ends of the earth, if need be!

Ker, Madeleine 

Passion's far shore. 1989. Read by Angela Down, 5 hours 45 minutes. TB 8260.

A trip to Japan was not the main reason why Dorothy had accepted the job as Pearl's governess, her warm heart went out to the motherless child. But she hadn't known that Calum Hescott didn't want a governess in the first place and that he would see her as nothing more than an unwelcome intrusion.

Kingston, Beryl 

Hearts and farthings. 1997. Read by Richard Derrington, 16 hours 50 minutes. TB 11167.

Alberto Pelucci, an Italian immigrant, arrives in London in the 1890s.  Romance blossoms when he meets Alice, gentle and undemonstrative. Only on their wedding night does he realise that his bride will never share his passion for physical pleasures. And so when Alberto meets Queenie Dawson - sensuous star of the music halls - his new life is flung into turmoil.

Manby, Chris 

The matchbreaker. 2006. Read by Julia Franklin, 9 hours 18 minutes. TB 14682.

When Lindsey Glover's widowed father announces that he is to remarry, Lindsey does what any good daughter would do: wishes him congratulations then sets about trying to kill his fiance. Fortunately, the botched murder attempt fails but Lindsey still succeeds in driving Karen away. Jubilation turns to guilt when Lindsey realises that her father is genuinely heart-broken and that the only way to make him happy is to get Karen back.

Manby, Chris
Girl meets ape. 2004. Read by Julia Franklin, 11 hours. TB 14116.

Uptight young zoologist Dr Jennifer Niederhauser is looking forward to making her mark in the conservation world as head of the chimpanzee project at Prowdes Animal Sanctuary. Prowdes seems even more determined to make its mark on her with its uncontrollable chimps and even wilder keepers. Especially Guy Gibson, her deputy and part-time Gorilla-Gram. But Prowdes is in financial trouble and she may not have a job for much longer. Salvation comes in the form of a documentary team who want to film the sanctuary's most recent arrival, Ulyssess. But does Jennifer need to be exposed to the show's presenter, chimpanzee expert Dr Timothy Lauder? Who is also, unfortunately, her ex.

Mansell, Jill 

The one you really want. 2005. Read by Trudy Harris, 14 hours 42 minutes. TB 14555.

When Nancy spies her Christmas present from her husband sitting on the lawn, she realises the jewellery she thought was for her must be sitting on someone else. Her best friend Carmen isn't surprised and persuades Nancy to come and stay with her in London. Carmen gave up on romance after the death of her adored husband, but she feels an unexpected spark when a handsome charity worker calls round. Next door, Mia is playing cupid with her father and Nancy - not least because she'd like to see the back of his current pushy girlfriend. But her arrows are just as likely to cause chaos as to ease the path of true love.

Mansell, Jill
Falling for you. 2004. Read by Trudy Harris, 15 hours.  TB 14303.

Maddy Harvey was a bit of an ugly duckling as a teenager, what with her N.H.S. specs, unfortunate hair and wonky teeth. Thankfully she's blossomed since then. But when she meets Kerr McKinnon one starry summer's night and discovers, days later, who he actually is - well, that's when the problems really start. Contains strong language.
Mason, Sarah 

The party season. 2004. Read by Gillian Walton, 9 hours 28 minutes. TB 14622.

For Isabel Serranti, life is one big party - as long as Simon Monkwell isn't invited. Respected entrepreneur Simon Monkwell and party planner Isabel Serranti have known each other since childhood. He was a thirteen-year-old bully and she was the eleven-year-old whose life he made a misery. Now she's twenty-six, everything Isabel hears on the grapevine convinces her that Simon hasn't changed one little bit. So when Monty, Simon's father, asks Izzy to help him host a charity ball at the Monkwell's country estate, she has mixed feelings.

McGregor, Elizabeth
The girl in the green glass mirror. 2005. Read by Martin Read, Read by Clare Wille, 9 hours 32 minutes. TB 14686.

When art dealer Catherine Sergeant meets John Brigham, her view of the world has been shattered. Left by her husband Robert without explanation, she expects little from life. Apparently reclusive, John lives alone in a beautiful Arts and Crafts house on the edge of Dorset woodland, and has contacted Catherine's firm so that he may sell unwanted items. But when the two discover a mutual love of the haunting Victorian faerie artist Richard Dadd, their friendship rapidly deepens. Contains passages of a sexual nature.
Metcalfe, Josie
Two's company. 2000. Read by Charlotte Strevens, 4 hours 57 minutes. TB 12579. 

Sister Naomi Brent was looking forward to her wedding to Edward Sullivan, for this would bring her security she had craved since childhood. Why Dr Adam Forrester should choose to needle her about her choice of husband, she didn't know! But when Adam was injured, saving a child, Naomi was the person he most wanted to help him, and she couldn't refuse his request...

Mitford, Nancy

Highland fling. 1982. Read by Rosemary Davis, 6 hours 9 minutes. TB 6246.

Jane Dacre feels that Scotland is a thoroughly respectable place – until she encounters Albert Gates at Dalloch Castle. Though of impeccable family, Albert is a surrealist painter and greatly given to outrageous pranks. Jane, of course, finds him irresistible, although the elder members of the shooting party are less enraptured.

Mortimer, Carole
To mend a marriage. 2000. Read by Jacqueline King, 5 hours 55 minutes. TB 12295. 

Gemini hadn't spoken to her twin sister ever since she'd been betrayed by her. Since then, her twin had given birth - and now she expected Gemini to care for the tiny baby for an entire weekend! Gemini soon fell for little Jessica, but her already fragile marriage to Nick Drummond was made more vulnerable by family obligations. Gemini desired Nick so much - but as theirs was a marriage in name only she could only look - not touch. Until they were forced to care for this baby together. Now their life was tender, emotional, and intimate...

Neels, Betty 

A dream came true. 1982. Read by Pauline Munro, 5 hours 15 minutes. TB 5544.

After her parents die Jemima has to make a new life for herself. She finds a job as a companion help to Lady Manderly. But her new job is not easy, perhaps because she has to cope with Lady Manderly's nephew, Professor Alexander Cator...

Niffenegger, Audrey 

The time traveler's wife. 2005. Read by Russell Bentley, Read by Sarah Mennell, 17 hours 58 minutes. TB 13998.

This novel is the story of Clare and Henry who have known each other since Clare was six and Henry was thirty-six, and were married when Clare was twenty-two and Henry thirty. Impossible but true, because Henry is one of the first people diagnosed with Chrono-Displacement Disorder: periodically his genetic clock resets and he finds himself pulled suddenly into his past or future. His disappearances are spontaneous and his experiences are alternately harrowing and amusing. The Time Traveler's Wife depicts the effects of time travel on Henry and Clare's passionate love for each other with grace and humour. Their struggle to lead normal lives in the face of a force they can neither prevent nor control is intensely moving and entirely unforgettable. Contains strong language.
Nobbs, David 

Sex and other changes. 2004. Read by Glen McCready, 12 hours 22 minutes. TB 14227.

This is the story of an 'ordinary' married couple who both decide to change sex, do so, get divorced and end up falling in love again the other way round. As the couple come to terms with their new identities, the novel explores what it's like to be a man and a woman in a rapidly changing world and what indeed men and women are. Contains strong language.
North, Freya
Fen. 2001. Read by Marie McCarthy, 10 hours 53 minutes. TB 14011. 

Fen McCabe, 28, has only ever loved one man: he's a 19th-century sculptor called Julius Fetherstone. As Fen starts a new job at TrustArt, dreaming of her hero and his missing masterpieces, her family hopes she'll meet a living, breathing man instead. Contains passages of a sexual nature.
Patterson, James 

Suzanne's diary for Nicholas. 2002. Read by Laurel Lefkow, 4 hours 36 minutes. TB 13908.

Katie Wilkinson has found the perfect man at last - but one day he disappears from her life, leaving behind only a diary for her to read. The diary was written by a new mother as a keepsake for her baby son. In it she touchingly recounts the initial romance between herself and the baby's father, and the unparalleled joy that motherhood has brought her. As Katie reads this moving account, it becomes clear that the lover who has left her is the same man as the husband and the father in the diary. She reads on, filled with terror and hope as she struggles to understand what has happened - and whether her new love has a prayer of surviving.

Pilcher, Rosamunde
The end of summer. 1990. Read by Stella Gonet, 4 hours 40 minutes. TB 10973.

Sitting on a California beach at summer's end, Jane Marsh thought back to her childhood at the estate called Elvie in a remote corner of Scotland. She remembered not only the heather-covered hills and lonely loch, but her grandmother, and, of course, Sinclair. She had secretly dreamed of marrying rakishly handsome Sinclair and settling at Elvie forever. Now an urgent visit from her grandmother's lawyer would become the catalyst for her return to Scotland. Waiting for her was passion, not gentle love, and the chilling realisation that she might be ready to wed the wrong man.

Pilcher, Rosamunde
The empty house. 1996. Read by Lindsey Duncan, 4 hours 36 minutes. TB 12173.

Virginia Keile secretly dreams of having a second chance to love the tall, dark Cornish farmer she foolishly lost twenty-seven years ago. Her life since has taught her harsh lessons about marriage and children, but now she is back in Cornwall with her children, to try and fill an empty house with love.

Purcell, Deirdre
Tell me your secret. 2006. Read by Caroline Lennon, 13 hours 33 minutes. TB 14825.

In 1944, 16 year-old Violet Shine fell in love - a pure, passionate love that would never die. But her parents saw the affair as a shameful episode that must be concluded and concealed. In their austere world, the only solution was to imprison Violet in the tower room of their rambling house, Whitecliff. Sixty years on the owner of the house starts to explore the secrets that have been locked away.

Purves, Libby 

Continental drift. 2003. Read by Liz Holliss, 7 hours 33 minutes. TB 14032.

Henry is a hip young radio DJ who is constantly fretting about his son; Phillip is an ex-MP ruined by scandal and disowned by his Party; Diana is his long suffering wife struggling to find a life of her own; Lizzie is battling with illness but trying not to think about it; and Marianne has replaced her husband with gin and chocolate. Into their lives comes Eva, a naive but happy Polish backpacker working her way round Europe. As contrasting worlds clash, the five realise a fresh pair of eyes can make a world of difference.

Rayner, Claire
The doctors of Downlands. 1994. Read by Maggie Jones, 5 hours 13 minutes. TB 10291.

Young Dr Phillipa Fenwick had a promising career ahead of her at the Royal Hospital, but her father died and she was forced to give up work for a post as GP in a large group practice, the only woman on the team. While some of the other doctors were prepared to accept her, Max Lester was not, making it plain that he disapproved of women doctors in general and of her in particular. It was some time before she discovered the reason for his animosity.

Rayner, Claire 

Nurse in the sun. 1994. Read by Di Langford, 6 hours 47 minutes. TB 10522.

Isabel Cameron jumped at the six month post as nurse to the residents and staff of a Majorcan hotel, anxious to leave behind her hospital job and unhappy love affair with Jason Chandos, the surgical registrar. Majorca would offer no emotional complications, she told herself firmly but that was before she met Biff Squire on the plane and before she treated her first patient, the dark, impressive Sebastian Garcia.

Richmond, Emma
Marriage for real. 2000. Read by Marie McCarthy, 3 hours 34 minutes. TB 12227.

After a hastily arranged wedding, Sarah and Jed lost their unborn baby, and with it the reason for their marriage. Sarah knows she's deeply in love with her husband, but Jed is the strong, silent type. Sarah has no idea what he feels for her, and is afraid to ask. After weeks of polite, awkward tolerance they've reached a make or break situation. One of them must reach out. Can they at last make their true feelings known – and begin a real marriage?

Robertson, Denise
The anxious heart. 1993. Read by Anne Jameson, 12 hours 33 minutes. TB 9780.

Julie, a single mum with plenty to keep her occupied, is so busy solving everyone else's problems that she has no time to think about her own. Then she goes to work for handsome, suave Graham Iley, and the prospect of a whole new world opens up before her.

Scott, Elisabeth 

Danger - Dr Heartbreak. 2000. Read by Gabrielle Kruger, 5 hours 8 minutes. TB 12305. 

After a family loss, Nurse Joanna Boyd decided on a new start and moved to Cape Town. But to her shock she discovered Dr Jake O'Connor was working there! She had first met him when she was training and had seen how he broke hearts among the nurses. Determined not to trust him, Joanna realised that, despite her feelings, he was an excellent doctor, and she began to admire him. But admiring him didn't mean that she had to take any notice of their growing and mutual attraction!

Sisman, Robyn
Just friends . 2000  Read by Julia Sands, 13 hours 5 minutes. TB 12687.

Freya and Jack are just friends - which is fine until she moves into his New York apartment. The strain of living together threatens their friendship, but then Jack escorts Freya to Cornwall for the wedding of her sister. Could intimacy breed romance?

Smith, Dodie 

I capture the castle. 1996. Read by Candida Gubbins, 12 hours . TB 13308.

This is the story of Cassandra Mortmain and her unconventional family, who live in an old English castle. Here she strives, over six months, to hone her writing skills by recording in her three notebooks journal of the changes that take place within the castle's walls, and her first descent to love.

Steel, Danielle
Answered prayers. Read by Ron McLarty, 10 hours 36 minutes. TB 13864.

On the outside, Faith Madison is the picture of a sophisticated New Yorker. Slim, blonde and stylish, Faith has an enviable life. The sudden death of her stepfather starts a journey of change and revelation. At the funeral painful memories flood back - and an old friend re-enters Faith's life. Brad Patterson was her brother Jack's best friend, a long, lanky boy who teased, tormented and protected Faith as a child. When Jack died years later, Faith and Brad came together in their grief but lost touch again.  But as these two childhood friends rediscover each other once again, something extraordinary begins to happen.

Steel, Danielle
Dating game. 2003. Read by Sam Freed, 12 hours 4 minutes. TB 13899.

Paris Armstrong, with two grown children, a lovely home and a happy marriage, can't imagine what her husband of twenty-four years wants when he says they need to talk. But with four simple words, she is dumped in favour of a younger woman and Pete is gone. After the tears and the excruciating attempts by well-meaning friends to 'fix her up' with men who pale in comparison to Pete, drastic measures are called for and Paris moves to San Francisco. But being single in a world full of men who are too young, too old, too married or too good to be true has its own hardships until she learns to turn despair into freedom and loss into joy.

Steel, Danielle
A perfect stranger. 1982. Read by Laura Brook, 10 hours 11 minutes. TB 9580.

After the collapse of his first marriage, Alex had given up hope of finding the right woman, until he saw the mysterious and beautiful Raphaella. She was young and lonely, bound by her sense of honour to her elderly husband and denying herself any right to personal happiness until she met Alex. She knew their love was wrong, but it was perfect, made up of stolen moments, waiting for "someday". Could she ever find happiness with a perfect stranger?

Steele, Jessica
Flight of discovery. 1991. Read by Rosemary Davis, 5 hours 55 minutes. TB 9160.

Quin Quintero had made his opinion of Bliss unflatteringly obvious. Not that she cared, but that was before she realised that he was the friend her brother-in-law had appointed to look after her in this strange land.  She could only make the best of it, and she certainly didn't intend to fall in love with him.

Thompson, E V
God's highlander. 1988. Read by Malcolm Rennie, 15 hours 45min. TB 7904.

The Reverend Wyatt Jamieson leaves 18th-century Glasgow to take up a ministry in Eskaig, a small village where strangers are distrusted. Slowly he gains the villagers' respect, and in turn falls for the fiery, high-spirited Mairi.

Walker, Alice

Now is the time to open your heart: a novel. 2004. Read by Liza Ross, 6 hours 41 minutes. TB 14043.

Kate has always been a wanderer. A well-published author, married several times, she has lived a life full of exploration. Now, as she begins to feel the first ravages of age, she wants to find a sense of meaning in her life. She leaves her lover Yolo on a journey down the Colorado river – a journey that will force her to re-explore her own past and her future, and her connection to the real world. On her travels she meets shamans and the mysterious spiritual world of the native Indian. Yolo too begins his own journey as he travels to Hawaii and meets a former lover whose life is being destroyed by the excesses of American society. As Kate and Yolo gain shifting insights into their own lives and the world around them, will their paths diverge or will their journeys lead back to each other? Contains strong language.
Walker, Fiona
Snap happy. 1998. Read by Frances Jeater, 20 hours 34 minutes. TB 12132.

Juno is voluptuous, hedonistic, funny and terminally untidy. The last thing she needs is an up-tight, teetotal flatmate. But that's what she gets when her brother sends his American photographer pal to use his London apartment. However, this recipe for disaster turns into an unlikely romance. Contains passages of a sexual nature.
Webb, Sarah
It had to be you. 2005. Read by Brett O'Brien, 9 hours 55 minutes. TB 14332.

Molly Harper is the long-suffering manager of Ireland's only dedicated romance bookshop - 'Happily Ever After'. She can't stand the new owner but he does have a rather attractive son, Sam. Her best friend, Paige Brady, has problems of her own. She has just launched a general election campaign and is astonished when another woman on the ballot sheet starts to attack her in a very personal way. Kate Bowan, shop assistant in a designer shoe shop, runs the popular dummy dating service 'Test-Crash Dates' by night. But one particular client is proving to be more than a handful. All's fair in love, business and politics as the three friends are about to find out. Contains passages of a sexual nature.
Wilkinson, Lee
Substitute fiancee. 2000. Read by Jon Cartwright, 5 hours 23 minutes. TB 12236.

Blaze Rawdon is convinced Francesca has a guilty secret - and, when his new fiancee disappears on the eve of their engagement party, Blaze ruthlessly coerces Francesca into becoming a temporary stand-in! Francesca is forced to play alond with the pretence, only she mustn't let Blaze touch her heart: their brief affair years ago ended in tears. This time she is determined that while she may be his substitute fiancee, she'll never be his bride.

Wilson, Patricia
Coming home. 1996. Read by Charlotte Strevens, 6 hours. TB 11109.

Sophie Grant certainly had her woes. Her parents' deaths had left a trust-fund she couldn't touch; her home was condemned; and she'd just lost her job. She had no option but to stay with Matthew Trevelyan in his isolated Cornish house. Then her woes really began. Sophie fell in love...

Winterson, Jeanette 

Lighthousekeeping. 2005. Read by Katy Anderson, 4 hours 20 minutes. TB 14147.

Motherless and anchorless, Silver is taken in by the timeless Mr Pew, keeper of the Cape Wrath lighthouse. Pew tells Silver ancient tales of longing and rootlessness, of ties that bind and the slippages that occur throughout every life. And one of his tales, the life of Babel Dark, opens like a map that Silver must follow. Contains passages of a sexual nature.
Wynd, Oswald
The ginger tree. 1977. Read by Hannah Gordon, 11 hours 42 minutes. TB 4940.

Mary Mackenzie, a young and sheltered twenty-year-old, is on board the SS Mooldera, bound for China and marriage to the British Military Attache in Peking. It is January 1903. She begins a journal that is to run, intermittently, for forty years and tell a strange and moving love story.

PAGE  
23

