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100 poems by 100 poets: an anthology; selected by Harold Pinter, Geoffrey Godbert and Anthony Astbury. 1986. Read by Richard Owens and Helen Bourne, 2 hours 55 minutes. TB 7542. 

In his introduction Harold Pinter tells how this book took shape on a winter train journey to Cornwall after the death of a friend. The agreed criteria were that the poems should be representative of each poet's finest work, should be in English and in full. Living poets were excluded because the choice had to be from the whole corpus. Fierce arguments were inevitable but the final decisions were unanimous - and it was "a great 12 hours". TB 7542.

100 favourite Scottish poems: includes BBC Radio Scotland's listeners' selection. 2006. Read by Multiple narrators, 3 hours 25 minutes. TB 14931.

This collection brings together the best and best-loved of Scottish poetry. It includes the top 20 of the nation's favourite poetic pieces, chosen by BBC Scotland listeners in a recent web poll. Scotland's most famous poets are represented - Robert Burns, Hugh MacDiarmid, Sorley MacLean, Muriel Spark, Iain Crichton Smith, Liz Lochhead, plus many more. TB 14931.

Around the world in eighty poems; compiled by Jennifer and Graeme Curry. Beaver, 1988. Read by Richard Owens, 1 hour 13 minutes. TB 7349. 

Poems to take you all over the world from the subway in New York city to distant Orphir. Written for children but with wider appeal, you will meet Greek fishcats, feast on melons in Spain, go shopping in Jamaica, take the night train to Istanbul - or get drenched in the rain in Manchester. TB 7349.

Classic American poetry: 65 favourite poems. 2000. Read by Garrick Hagon, Liza Ross and William Hootkins, 2 hours 53 minutes. TB 15713.

This anthology of poetry reflects the changing pre-occupations and visions of Americans from the 16th century to the present day. Here are 65 poems by the leading classic figures in American poetry, including Longfellow, Poe, Dickinson, Whitman, Frost and E. E. Cummings as well as popular anonymous works such as Frankie and Johnny which are an integral part of American consciousness. TB 15713.
Classic FM one hundred favourite poems. 2001. Read by Jon Cartwright and Hugh Ross, 5 hours 37 minutes. TB 16790.

In this anthology are all the works chosen by Classic FM listeners in the poll to discover their favourite poems. TB 16790.

Eighteenth-century women poets: an Oxford anthology; edited by Roger Lonsdale. 1989. Read by Patricia Hughes, 24 hours 5 minutes. TB 8174. 

Unlike women who wrote fiction, most of those who wrote verse have been ignored since their own day. Yet they speak with vigour and immediacy, their moods varied from resentful and melancholic to humorous and exuberant, about their world and their experience: life in town and country, love and marriage. And women from all social strata wrote and found their way into print. This anthology of over a hundred poets opens a new perspective on the age. TB 8174.

Great narrative poems of the romantic age. 1996. Read by John Moffatt, Samuel West and Sarah Woodward, 2 hours 25 minutes. TB 15682.

Here are some of the finest narrative poems in the English language, dating from an age of rich inspiration: the nineteenth century. All tell powerful stories of human passion and endeavour, often reflected in vivid evocations of the medieval world. Poems by Samuel Taylor Coleridge, George Crabbe, John Keats, William Morris, Afred, Lord Tennyson and William Wordsworth. TB 15682.
Great poets of the romantic age. 1994. Read by Michael Sheen, 2 hours 48 minutes. TB 15716.

This collection contains more than 40 of the finest poems in the English language. Poems by William Blake, William Wordsworth, Percy Bysshe Shelley, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, John Keats, Lord Byron and John Clare. TB 15716.
I remember, I remember: one hundred and eighteen favourite poems; collected by Joan Duce. Read by various narrators, 3 hours 19 minutes.  TB 9386. 

When Joan Duce was asked to compile an anthology of favourite poems, she discovered that the poems she cherished were those remembered with equal affection by her friends and contemporaries. Here is the result of many enthusiastic phone calls, and much leafing through treasured volumes. With 118 poems and extracts from forty authors, everyone can hope to find his or her own particular favourites. TB 9386.

Nation's favourite love poems; edited by Daisy Goodwin. 1997. Read by various narrators, 2 hours 37 minutes. TB 12405.

A selection of 100 popular love poems, based on a nation-wide poll. They include John Donne's "The Good-Morrow", Shakespeare's sonnet "Shall I Compare Thee to a Summer's Day?", Andrew Marvell's "To His Coy Mistress", and Elizabeth Barrett Browning's "How Do I Love Thee?" TB 12405.

Poems for gardeners; edited by Germaine Greer. 2003. Read by various narrators, 4 hours 50 minutes. TB 13955. 

This collection of poems, culled from classical antiquity to the twenty-first century, includes perennial favourites such as Marvell's 'The Garden' and Frost's 'After apple-picking' and Roethke's famous greenhouse lyrics, as well as surprises such as Tennyson's anti-botanical 'Amphion' and Fleur Adcock's 'Emblem' on the mating of slugs. TB 13955.

Poets of the Great War. 1997. Read by various narrators, 2 hours 12 minutes. TB 15702.

Here are the extraordinary writings of a generation who fought through a war of unprecedented destructive power, and who had to find a new voice to express the horror of what they discovered. The poems are arranged by theme to give a sense of how the writers' feelings and attitudes evolved. TB 15702.
Seven ages: an anthology of poetry with music. 1998. Read by various narrators, 2 hours 38 minutes. TB 15738.

This anthology of verse is the comic, tender and telling story of life's seven ages - from childhood to old age. Within the framework of Shakespeare's speech, "The Seven Ages of Man", are 150 great poems from all ages - from Chaucer to Ted Hughes. TB 15738.

Strictly private: an anthology of poetry; chosen by Roger McGough. 1988. Read by various narrators, 2 hours 29 minutes. TB 12271.

A collection of 128 poems for children from the world of modern poets, many of whom are not well known. McGough has also included a number of his own poems. Most of the poems are humorous and some are sad. TB 12271.
The Chatto book of nonsense poetry; edited with an introduction by Hugh Haughton. 1988. Read by Peter Wickham, 13 hours 37 minutes. TB 7830. 

An anthology that explores the boundaries between poetry and nonsense. It celebrates the eccentricity of nonsense verse but acknowledges also that it plays a central part in British poetry. Writings from America and Europe are included in this comprehensive collection and the many moods of nonsense verse - serious to playful, exuberant and subversive, show the myriad ways we can view the world turned upside down. TB 7830.

The Magic tree: poems of fantasy and mystery; chosen by David Woolger. 1981. Read by Peter Barker, 3 hours. TB 4207. 

A collection of poems of fantasy and mystery for young children. TB 4207.
Michael Rosen's A to Z: the best children's poetry from Agard to Zephaniah. 2009. Read by Multiple narrators, 3 hours 6 minutes. TB 17805.

From Agard to Zephaniah, the very best of children's poetry from the very best of children's poets appears in this anthology edited by Michael Rosen, the Children's Laureate. TB 17805.

The nation's favourite poems; foreword by Griff Rhys Jones. 1996. Read by Cameron Stewart, 4 hours 42 minutes. TB 11588.

This anthology brings together the results of a nationwide poll to discover Britain's 100 best-loved poems. Among the selection are popular classics, such as poems from Tennyson and Wordsworth, alongside contemporary poets such as Alan Ahlberg and Jenny Joseph. TB 11588.
The nation's favourite children's poems. 2011. Read by Multiple narrators, 1 hours 38 minutes. TB 19042.

This collection brings together the most beloved children's poems. Poems such as The Owl and the Pussycat and Us Two and Chocolate Cake should amuse and delight children and adults alike. TB 19042.
The new Oxford book of light verse; chosen by Kingsley Amis. 1978. Read by Peter Wickham, 10 hours 6 minutes. TB 7663. 

A collection that ranges from satire to nonsense verse, from deft vers de societe to epigrams and limericks, from Shakespeare to the New Statesman. It includes more than 250 poems by some 80 authors, from Shakespeare and Ben Jonson to Philip Larkin and John Fuller by way of Thackeray, Gilbert and Hilaire Belloc. TB 7663.

Off by heart. 2009. Read by Bob Rollett, 4 hours 53 minutes. TB 16946.

Off By Heart is the companion to the TV competition, which will bring together students from all over the country who have learned poems by heart and will compete for a prize for their school. It contains the full text of many classic and beloved poems, as well as some more recent favourites, organized to help ease kids into the world of poetry. Along the way there are helpful hints and tips that will help even reluctant readers enjoy some of the greatest poems ever written. TB 16946.

The Oxford treasury of children's poems; compiled by Michael Harrison and Christopher Stuart-Clark. 1988. Read by Maggie Jones, 2 hours 55 minutes. TB 8020. 

Beginning with tongue-twisters, word-plays and nursery rhymes, there are poems about giants and dragons, fairies and trolls, grown-ups and parents, spiders and the seaside; supermarkets and shopping, food and parties. There are also poems to make you laugh, and poems for bedtime. TB 8020.

The Puffin book of utterly brilliant poetry; edited by Brian Patten. 1998. Read by various narrators, 2 hours. TB 13481. 

Poets include Spike Milligan - Kit Wright - Michael Rosen - Charles Causley - Roger McGough - Benjamin Zephaniah - Brian Patten - Jackie Kay - John Agard - Allan Ahlberg. Contains an interview with each poet, as well as a collection of Poems primarily for children. TB 13481.

The Puffin book of nursery rhymes; gathered by Iona and Peter Opie. 1963. Read by Rosalind Shanks, 2 hours 37 minutes. TB 6489. 

Generations down the centuries have been linked by the shared laughter of nursery rhymes, and this fresh gathering contains all the familiar verses in a sparkling treasury of memorable tales. TB 6489. 

Atwood, Margaret
Interlunar. 1988. Read by Rosemary Davis, 1 hour 38 minutes. TB 7550. 

Margaret Atwood presents, with intense imagination, the human condition and a preoccupation with the passage of time. The sense of loss, pain and death are intertwined with her clear, close up representation of the natural world. She examines and observes fear, anger and sadness between the sexes, and the awareness of mortality. From the start to the finish of this vivid collection she remains resilient and insists that "we must learn to see in darkness". TB 7550. 

Ayres, Pam
With these hands: a collection of work. 1997. Read by Diana Bishop, Joan Walker and Anthony Ofoegbu, 2 hours 35 minutes. TB 13619.

With these hands - Guppy's camp - The seaside - Seletar - The celluloid man - I loved an antique dealer - Grannies and gyms - Will I have to be sexy at sixty? - Babe, won't you send me a fax - Searching for Bryan Brown - Keeping chickens - How can that be my baby? - Thirteen-nil - Suet puddings - The biological clock - When will I have suffered enough? - Barbecues - Won't someone take our barbecue away? - Yes, I'll marry you, my dear - Ivy on the bricks - Saint Tesco - Nowadays we worship at Saint Tesco - The national lottery - Let it be me - Close together: far apart - The ski-ing plumber - History of littering - Littering - If only once again my hair would sprout - In the Merc - The Wonderbra - The Wonderbra song - Popocatepetl - Crisis of confidence - At the hairdresser's - Chrysanths are always nice. TB 13619.

Belloc, Hilaire

Cautionary verses. 1995. Read by Richard Derrington, 1 hours 53 minutes. TB 18638. Red Fox poetry.

A classic for children and adults alike since its first publication in 1939, this collection of poems is a book of moral instruction. Take heed from the lessons learnt by Matilda, who told lies and was burned to death, Jim, who ran away from his nurse and was eaten by a lion, and Rebecca, who slammed doors for fun and perished miserably. TB 18638.
Berry, James
When I dance: poems by James Berry. 1988. Read by Cleo Sylvestre, 1 hour 43 minutes. TB 7519.

Poems that celebrate the pain of life as well as its sweetness, the loneliness but also the exuberance. The material is drawn mainly from the inner cities of Great Britain but it speaks to all cultures and all ethnic backgrounds: "Sharing must be the way to break down barriers among people" says the poet. TB 7519.

Betjeman, John
Summoned by bells. 1960. Read by Brian Perkins, 2 hours 4 minutes. TB 5286.

The story in verse of the reactions of an unusually receptive boy to Edwardian middle class life, the social occasions and seaside vacations. The backgrounds are Highgate, Cornwall, Marlborough and Oxford as he traces his growth to maturity and the status as a poet that was to make him Poet Laureate in later life. TB 5286.

Betjeman, John 

The best of Betjeman; selected by John Guest. 1978. Read by Peter Barker, 6 hours 56 minutes. TB 3476.

A selection of the Poet Laureate's poetry, prose and work for television covering nearly fifty years. TB 3476.

Betjeman, John 

John Betjeman's collected poems; compiled and with an introduction by the Earl of Birkenhead. 1979. Read by Stanley McGeagh, 5 hours 43 minutes.  TB 5334.

This edition contains all the former Poet Laureate's poems, including those in "A Nip in the Air", which was published after the first edition. TB 5334.

Blake, William

Selected poems. 1996. Read by Tim Bruce, 3 hours 36 minutes. TB 18162. 

Blake, William 

Songs of innocence and of experience. 1990. Read by Tim Bruce, 4 hours. TB 14965.

This edition provides comprehensive notes on the poems and an approaches section offering commentary and activities on key themes and techniques, such as Blake's political beliefs and the role of imagery within his poetry. TB 14965.
Bloom, Ronna

Personal effects: poems. 2000. Read by Kathleen LeRoux, 1 hours 21 minutes. TB 17890.

A collection of poems by Ronna Bloom, some of which have previously been published in different versions elsewhere. Many of the poems deal with the themes of truth, reconciliation and love. TB 17890.

Bronte, Emily
Selected poems. 1994. Read by Rosalind Shanks, 1 hour 55 minutes. TB 11556. 

"Bloomsbury Poetry Classics" are selections from the work of some of our greatest poets, aimed at the general reader. Charlotte Bronte said of Emily's poems "these were not common effusions, nor at all like the poetry women generally write. I thought them condensed and terse, vigorous and genuine. To my ear they had also a peculiar music, wild, melancholy and elevating." TB 11556.

Brooke, Rupert 

Selected poems. 1995. Read by Nigel Graham, 1 hour 36 minutes. TB 11527. 

"Bloomsbury Poetry Classics" are selections from the work of some of our greatest poets, aimed at the general reader. The selections have been made by the poet, critic and biographer Ian Hamilton. When Rupert Brooke died in 1915, aged 28, he was hailed as a national war hero. Few knew about the dark complications of his life. Had he lived, he may well have wished to revise certain lines of his most celebrated verses. TB 11527.

Browning, Elizabeth Barrett
Selected poems of Elizabeth Barrett Browning; selected and with an introduction and prefaces by Margaret Forster. 1988. Read by Judith Whale, 8 hours 20 minutes. TB 7344. 

Burns, Robert 

Poems of Robert Burns. 2008. Read by Hugh Ross, 2 hours 45 minutes. TB 16767.

This new selection by Ian Rankin of verses and lyrics from Scotland's national poet reveals a writer capable of evoking tremendous sympathetic power from his readers and a command of the sounds and rhythms of both Standard English and the evocative Scots tongue. It also reveals an artist of incredible range. His 'Tam O' Shanter', with its midnight pursuit of witches from a grisly graveyard dance, is gripping, fantastical and funny in equal measure, 'Is there for honest poverty' beautifully expresses the egalitarian spirit by which Burns became a political hero for so many, and sentiments both romantic ('Ae Fond Kiss') and bawdy ('The Fornicator') co-exist in this selection. TB 16767.

Burnside, John 

Selected poems. 2006. Read by John Burnside, 2 hours 5 minutes. TB 14729.

In this book we can see themes emerge and develop within the growing confidence of Burnside's sinuous lyric poise: the place of the individual in the world, the idea of dwelling, of home, within that community, and the lure of absence and escape set against the possibilities of renewal and continuity. TB 14729.

Chaucer, Geoffrey 

The Canterbury tales I. Abridged. Read by various narrators, 3 hours 21 minutes. TB 13456. 

The prologue - Knight's tale - Miller's tale - Pardoner's tale - Merchant's tale - Franklin's tale. Chaucer's greatest work, written towards the end of the fourteenth century, paints a brilliant picture of medieval life, society and values. The stories range from the romantic, courtly idealism of 'The Knight's Tale' to the joyous bawdy of the Miller's. This is a modern English verse translation. TB 13456.

Chaucer, Geoffrey 

The Canterbury tales II. Abridged. Read by various narrators, 3 hours 30 minutes. TB 13457. 

Contents: Clerk's tale - Wife of Bath's tale - Nun's priest tale -Prioress's tale - The Reeve's tale. Though writing in the thirteenth century, Chaucer's wit and observation comes down undiminished through the ages, especially in this accessible modern verse translation. The stories vary considerably from the uproarious Wife of Bath's tale, promoting the power of women to the sober account of patient Griselda in the Clerk's tale. TB 13457.

Chaucer, Geoffrey
The Canterbury tales III. Abridged. 2004. Read by various narrators, 3 hours 43 minutes. TB 13914. 

The Friar's tale - The Summoner's tale - The Lawyer's tale - The Seaman's tale - The Prioress's tale - The Manciple's tale - the Physician's tale. Though writing in the thirteenth century, Chaucer's wit and observation comes down undiminished through the ages, especially in this accessible modern verse translation. The group continues its pilgrimage to Canterbury, talking with each other, their interaction mediated (sometimes) by the host Chaucer himself. TB 13914.

Clare, John
The rural muse: poems; a second edition of Clare's volume of 1835 edited by R K R Thornton from the original manuscript; with an essay by Barbara M.H. Strang.1982. Read by Robin Holmes, 4 hours 56 minutes. TB 5170.

John Clare was the son of a labourer and, at various times, a herd-boy, militiaman, vagrant and unsuccessful farmer. He became insane in 1837. This collection of poems was the last to be published in his lifetime. They reflect on Nature in its many forms as the poet tries to imagine a beautiful world in which natural beauty eclipses all the pains and disappointments of life. TB 5170.

Collett, Andrew 

Always eat your bogies: and other rotten rhymes. 1998.  Read by Benedick Blythe, 45 minutes. TB 12595. 

This collection of comic children's verse includes titles such as 'The old and crusty loo', 'The everlasting nappy' and 'There's nothing quite like a cowpat'. TB 12595.

Collett, Andrew 

Dad's exploding underpants: and other potty poems. 2000. Read by Benedick Blythe, 45 minutes, TB 12596. 

In this third collection of potty poems and rotten rhymes, the author covers topics such as: toilets, school, underpants, cowpats, foul fridges and old-age bogies. TB 12596.

Conn, Stewart

The breakfast room. 2010. Read by Diana Bishop, John Cormack and Jonathan Hackett, 1 hour 5 minutes. TB 18633.

The waif-like figure peering from Bonnard's The Breakfast Room instils a sense of mystery and marginality in Stewart Conn's title-poem. Among other portents of transience in his latest collection are two briefly glimpsed duck shooters. Responses to music, tinged with warmth and humour, highlight the redeeming power of art. The book concludes with a group of love poems imbued with tenderness and a treasuring of the here and now. TB 18633.

Cope, Wendy

Family values. 2011. Read by Wendy Cope, 1 hours 3 minutes. TB 18802.

From a motorway service area to her ambivalent relationship with religion, Wendy Cope covers a wide range of experience in her new collection. Her mordant humour and formal ingenuity are in evidence, even as she remembers the wounds of a damaging childhood; and in poems about love and the inevitable problems of aging she achieves an intriguing blend of sadness and joy. Two very different sets of commissioned poems round off a remarkable volume, whose opening poem sounds clearly the profound note of compassion which underlies the whole. TB 18802.

Dante Alighieri

La vita nuova: (poems of youth). 2004. Read by Daniel Philpott, 6 hours 58 minutes. TB 16671.

A unique treatise by a poet, written for poets, on the art of poetry, La Vita Nuova is elaborately and symbolically patterned, consisting of a selection of Dante's early poems, interspersed with his own prose commentary. The poems themselves tell the story of his love for Beatrice, from their first meeting, through Dante's sufferings and his attempts to conceal the true object of his devotion, to his overwhelming grief at her death, ending with the transformative vision of her in heaven. TB 16671.

Dennis, Felix
A glass half full. 2002. Read by Felix Dennis, 3 hours 30 minutes. TB 12874.

This is a collection of original verse by maverick multimillionaire publisher, Felix Dennis. TB 12874.

Dennis, Felix 

Lone wolf. 2004. Read by Felix Dennis, 4 hours 15 minutes. TB 14178.

The second collection of original verse by Felix Dennis. TB 14178.

Dennis, Felix
When Jack sued Jill: nursery rhymes for modern times. 2006. Read by Felix Dennis, 1 hour 27 minutes. TB 15019. 

Taking the innocence of nursery rhymes and turning them into something altogether darker, Dennis turns his piercing eye on the follies and absurdities of modern life. From ASBOs to Osama Bin Laden, creationism to crack houses, Humpty Dumpty to Tony Blair, nothing and no one is spared. "When Jack Sued Jill" is an essential collection of twisted nursery rhymes for the twenty-first century. TB 15019.

Dennis, Felix

Island of dreams: 99 poems from Mustique. 2007. Read by Felix Dennis, 2 hours 2 minutes. TB 16699.

A collection of poems and photographs from the Caribbean island of Mustique. TB 16699.
Dennis, Felix

Homeless in my heart. 2008. Read by Felix Dennis, 2 hours 24 minutes. TB 16698.

A collection of poetry ranging from ironic tales of darkness and savagery to hymns of praise for the glories of nature. TB 16698.
Dennis, Felix

Tales from the woods. 2010. Read by Felix Dennis, 1 hours 33 minutes. TB 18179.

Here are 50 evocative poems, celebrating trees and their part in our landscape, written by the biggest private planter of broadleaf trees in Britain. Imbued with a deep love of the countryside, a warm, lyrical touch, and an often wry commentary to each poem. TB 18179.

Dickinson, Emily
A murmur in the trees.  Read by Liza Ross, 1 hour 15 minutes. TB 12476. 

The book contains over one hundred poems selected by Ferris Cook. Her verse is "noted for its aphoristic style, its wit, its delicate metrical variation, and its bold and startling imagery" and has had great influence on twentieth century poetry". TB 12476.

Duffy, Carol Ann

The bees. 2011. Read by Sherry Baines, 1 hours 30 minutes. TB 19498.
'The Bees' is a collection of poetry from the pen of Poet Laureate, Carol Ann Duffy. Weaving through the book is its presiding spirit, the bee, symbolizing what we have left of grace in the world and what is most precious for us to protect. TB 19498.
Duffy, Carol Ann 

Mean time. 1999. Read by Rosalind Shanks, 1 hour 8 minutes. TB 12006.

The text dramatises scenes from childhood, adolescence and adulthood, finding moments of grace or consolation in memory, love and language amid the complexities of life. These are powerful poems of loss, betrayal and desire. Contains passages of a sexual nature. TB 12006.
Eliot, T S

Old Possum's book of practical cats. 2009. Read by David Graham, 47 minutes. TB 17277.

Cats! Some are sane, some are mad and some are good and some are bad. Meet magical Mr Mistoffelees, sleepy Old Deuteronomy and curious Rum Tum Tugger. But you'll be lucky to meet Macavity because Macavity's not there! A new edition of T.S. Eliot's beloved cat poems.

Eliot, T S

The waste land: and other poems. 1940. Read by Mark Elstob, 1 hour 35 minutes. TB 15833.

This is a selection of T. S. Eliot's poems including 'The waste land', this poem was revolutionary at the time and offers a devastating vision of modern civilisation between two World Wars. TB 15833.
Farley, Paul
The ice age. 2002. Read by Jonathan Oliver, 1 hour 45 minutes. TB 13338. 

The Ice Age sees Farley extend his range to embrace a new and philosophical seriousness. His gift is to uncover the evidence so often overlooked by less attentive observers, finding - in childhood games, dental records and dog-eared field guides - those details by which we are proven and elegised. Formally deft and dizzying in its variety, The Ice Age will consolidate Farley's reputation as one of the most imaginative and enduring poets to have emerged in recent years. TB 13338.

Fenton, James
The memory of war and children in exile: poems 1968-1983. 1983. Read by Robin Browne, 2 hours 4 minutes. TB 5378.

Poems written between 1968 and 1983 which give vision to recent history and the poet's own place in it. TB 5378.

Fielden, Jan

The pied piper of Hamelin and other favourite poems. 1995. Read by Anton Lesser, Anne Harvey and Katinka Wolf, 2 hours 1 minute. TB 15714.

Contains 60 of the finest and most entertaining poems for younger listeners. There are nonsense poems, classic animal poems, stories of adventure and Robert Browning's classic tale of adults getting their come-uppance - The Pied Piper of Hamelin. Modern poetry also makes its contribution with wordplay and images of nature. TB 15714.
Fleischman, Paul

Joyful noise: poems for two voices. 1988. Read by Multiple narrators, 18 minutes. TB 17665.

A collection of poems for two voices, describing the activities and characteristics of grasshoppers, mayflies, cicadas, and other insects. TB 17665. 

Foulds, Adam

The broken word. 2008. Read by Mark Elstob, 1 hour 16 minutes. TB 16479.

Set in the 1950s, "The broken word" is a poetic sequence that animates and illuminates a dark, terrifying period in British colonial history. Tom has returned to his family's farm in Kenya for the summer vacation between school and university when he is swept up by the events of the Mau Mau uprising. Contains strong language and is unsuitable for family reading. TB 16479.

Fry, Stephen

The ode less travelled: unlocking the poet within. 2005. Read by Stephen Fry, 9 hours 4 minutes. TB 15449.

The author believes that if you can speak and read English you can write poetry. Whether you want to write a Petrarchan sonnet for your lover's birthday, an epithalamium for your sister's wedding or a villanelle excoriating the government's housing policy, the text provides exercises, insights and simple step-by-step advice to enable you to do so. Contains strong language and passages of a sexual nature. TB 15449.
Fuller, John 

The illusionists: a tale. 1980. Read by Patrick Romer, 2 hours 21 minutes.  TB 8340. 

This is a long narrative poem in which the progress of our hero Tim is charted through modern life in a series of satirical sketches, which take in university, a West End gallery and a stately home. Indeed Tim's progress through our times, charting its vices and deceits, finishes up with an unknown painting by and earlier chronicle of morals, Hogarth. TB 8340.

Fuller, John 

The beautiful inventions. 1983. Read by David Davis, 1 hour 14 minutes.  TB 7366. 

John Fuller lets his skill and fancy range among real places and imaginary places, from Oxford to Turkey, in kitchen and bedroom. From them all, he makes teasing, touching, mysterious, immaculate poetry. TB 7366.

Gibran, Kahlil
The prophet. 1923. Read by Garard Green, 1 hour 36 minutes. TB 13990. 

The prophet; book 1. The thoughts both in poetry and poetic prose of this internationally-known philosopher-poet from Lebanon. Gibran lets his protagonist, called simply the prophet, deliver homilies on a variety of topics central to daily life: love marriage and children, work and play, possessions, beauty, truth, joy and sorrow and death.  TB 13990.

Gibran, Kahlil 

The garden of the prophet. 1933. Read by Garard Green, 1 hour 5 minutes.  TB 14102. 

The prophet; book 2.This was Gibran's last book, featuring Almustafa the Prophet, returned home after visiting his homeland in 'The Prophet'. The questions and views of his companions provoke inspirational answers, on subjects ranging from loneliness to beauty, and time to God. TB 14102.

Goethe, Johann Wolfgang von

Faust: a tragedy in two parts with the unpublished scenarios for the Walpurgis night and the Urfaust. 2007. Read by David Thorpe, Steve Hodson and Rachel Atkins, 15 hours 34 minutes. TB 17615.

The legend of Faust grew up in the sixteenth century, a time of transition between medieval and modern culture in Germany. Johann Wolfgang von Goethe (1749-1832) adopted the story of the wandering conjuror who accepts Mephistopheles's offer of a pact, selling his soul for the devil's greater knowledge. TB 17615.

Gross, Philip

The water table. 2009. Read by John Cormack, 1 hours 9 minutes. TB 18046.

A powerful and ambiguous body of water lies at the heart of these poems, with shoals and channels that change with the forty-foot tide. Even the name is fluid - from one shore, the Bristol Channel, from the other Mor Hafren, the Severn Sea. TB 18046.
Heaney, Seamus
Death of a naturalist. 1966. Read by Denys Hawthorne, 54 minutes. TB 8955.

The first book of poems from "the best Irish poet since W B Yeats". TB 8955.

Heaney, Seamus

District and circle. 2006. Read by David McFetridge, 1 hour 23 minutes.  TB 15620.

Seamus Heaney's collection starts 'in an age of bare hands and cast iron' and ends 'as the automatic lock/clunks shut' in the eerie new conditions of a menaced twentieth-first century. In their haunted, almost visionary clarity, the poems assay the weight and worth of what has been held in the hand and in the memory. TB 15620.
Homer 

The odyssey; translated by William Cowper. Abridged. Read by Anton Lesser, 3 hours 55 minutes. TB 13462.

Homer's Odyssey is the thrilling and moving tale of the wanderings of the hero Odysseus after the end of the Trojan War. For ten years he experiences storm, shipwreck and seduction as he tried to find a way home to Ithaca, contending with the wrath of Poseidon but protected by Pallas Athena. Meanwhile, his wife Penelope is beset by suitors who believe him dead... TB 13462.

Homer
The iliad; translated by William Cowper. Abridged. Read by Anton Lesser, 3 hours 56 minutes. TB 13463.

Perhaps the greatest poem of the Western world, the Iliad tells the story of fifty critical days towards the end of the Trojan War. Achilles has quarrelled with Agamemnon and sulks in his tent, while Hector brings his Trojans to the brink of victory; but fate will have the last word... TB 13463.

Housman, A E

A Shropshire lad. 1896. Read by Gordon Dulieu, 1 hour 8 minutes. TB 16740. 

This coming of age in the countryside describes lovers in secluded lanes, cricket and church bells, cherry trees hung with snow and woods full of bluebells. Yet in "A Shropshire Lad" the fields and hills are also places of loss and sorrow, where men die young or are sent far away to fight in foreign wars. TB 16740.

Hughes, Ted
The hawk in the rain. 1970. Read by Michael Tudor Barnes, 1 hour. TB 8377. 

This is Ted Hughes' first volume of verse. When it appeared, it was acclaimed by every reviewer from Al Alvares to Edwin Muir. TB 8377.

Hughes, Ted
Lupercal. 1970. Read by Michael Tudor Barnes, 58 minutes. TB 8376. 

With the publication of "Lupercal", Ted Hughes fully realised the promise of "The hawk in the rain". It was clear after two books, that he was a major poet - technically agile and capable of annexing whole areas of subject matter. "Lupercal" contains some of Hughes' most brilliant animal poetry. TB 8376.

Hughes, Ted
Crow: from the life and songs of the Crow. 1972. Read by Michael Tudor Barnes, 1 hour 29 minutes. TB 8350.  

In this collection of Ted Hughes' poetry, each poem is an almost funny story, in which natural forces and creatures, mythic figures, even parts of the body act out their special roles, each endowed with its own irrepressible life. TB 8350.  

Hughes, Ted

Season songs. 1985. Read by Michael Tudor Barnes, 1 hour 12 minutes.  TB 8352.

The nucleus of this collection was five autumn songs set to music and sung by children at the Little Missenden harvest festival in 1968. Ted Hughes has said that his "Season Songs" began as children's poems, but they grew up. "Season Songs" is generally regarded as one of the Laureate's finest collections, and this second edition includes seven new poems. TB 8352.
Hughes, Ted 

Moon-bells and other poems. 1986. Read by Michael Tudor Barnes, 40 minutes. TB 8293.

This is a book of powerful and compelling images. Ted Hughes rightly makes no concessions to his young audience but leads the reader to an understanding with magnificent descriptions of wild animals, eerie images of the lunar landscape and its inhabitants, and imaginative flights of pure fantasy. TB 8293.

Hughes, Ted
Flowers and insects: some birds and a pair of spiders. 1986. Read by Michael Tudor Barnes, 41 minutes. TB 8353. 

The poems in this book are further evidence of Ted Hughes' spellbinding ability to recreate in words his experiences of the natural world. For all their vivid directness and accessibility, however, they are no more mere "nature poetry" than the work of his predecessors in the English tradition, such as Blake and Lawrence. TB 8353.

Hughes, Ted
Moon-whales. 1988. Read by William Abney, 57 minutes. TB 7695. 

Ted Hughes explores the sinister wonders of the moon in a series of poems which do justice to the ferocity, the oddity and weird beauty of this remarkable imaginary world.

Hughes, Ted 

Birthday letters. 1998. Read by Michael Tudor Barnes, 4 hours 50 minutes.  TB 12615.

Ted Hughes' "Birthday letters" are addressed, with just two exceptions, to Sylvia Plath, the American poet to whom he was married. They were written over more than twenty-five years, the first just a few years after her suicide in 1963. Intimate and candid in manner, they are largely concerned with the psychological drama that led both to the writing of her greatest poems and to her death. TB 12615.

Hurst, Norman 

Poems from childhood to old age. Read by Norman Hurst, 1 hour 45 minutes. TB 10398. 

Shortly after Norman Hurst's 93rd birthday, he found the notebook in which, for the first 24 years of his life, he wrote his various poems as he composed them, giving, in most cases, the date and place of their composition. The poems selected are a mixture, serious and light-hearted, for young and old, on everyday things and things eternal. Some are traditional and others are experimental in form. TB 10398.

Kay, Jackie
The adoption papers. 1991. Read by Carolyn Bonnyman, Sally Armstrong, and Jacqueline King, 1 hour 30 minutes. TB 13289. 

Jackie Kay tells the story of a black girl's adoption by a white Scottish couple - from three different viewpoints: the mother, the birth mother and the daughter. Also included in the book are new poems reflecting issues of sexuality, Scottishness and being working-class. Contains strong language. TB 13289.

Keats, John
Selected poems and letters of John Keats; edited with an introduction and commentary by Robert Gittings. 1966. Read by Denys Hawthorne, 7 hours 19 minutes. TB 5806. 

In this selection of Keats's poems and letters, the poems are placed as nearly as possible in the order in which they were written. The letters, or sections of letters, are interspersed with the poems and together they form a record of Keats's life and progress in poetry and prose. TB 5806.

Larkin, Philip
Poems.  Read by John Westbrook, Gretel Davis and Patrick Romer, 2 hours 55 minutes. TB 6530. 

The north ship - The less deceived - The Whitsun weddings - High windows. Four collections of Larkin poetry. "The North Ship" was published in 1945, "The Less Deceived" in 1955, "The Whitsun Weddings" in 1964 and "High Windows" in 1974. The American poet, Robert Lowell, wrote of Philip Larkin: "All the poems click for me. They have something to say and I think he has enriched English poetry with a new language that mixes description with a personal voice. No post-war poetry has so caught the moment...this is something new and imperishable". TB 6530.

Lee, Celia
Thoughts and dreams. 1999. Read by Diana Bishop, 1 hour 7 minutes.  TB 12472. 

A collection of poetry. TB 12472.

Longfellow, Henry Wadsworth
The song of Hiawatha. 1855. Read by John Westbrook, 3 hours 56 minutes.  TB 4855. 

The original Hiawatha was a fifteenth century lawgiver who united a number of tribes. Gradually he merged in Indian folklore with a legendary demigod, the son of the West Wind and it is this Hiawatha that the nineteenth century American poet brings to life in his poem. TB 4855. 

Matthew, Christopher 

Now we are sixty. 1999. Read by Patrick Romer, 55 minutes. TB 12576. 

Taking some of A. A. Milne's best-known poems - such as "Buckingham Palace" and "The King's Breakfast" - the author presents some rewrites for the 60-year-old. Some are about suddenly realising you're much older than you thought, others about difficulties of coping with modern life. TB 12576.

McGough, Roger

Jelly pie. 2010. Read by Roger McGough, Read by Brian Patten, 37 minutes. TB 18939.

Bestselling poets Roger McGough and Brian Patten read a sizzling selection of their own hilarious poems from their respective collections, 'Sky in the Pie' and 'Gargling with Jelly'. With music, jokes and irresistibly funny verse, this is poetry with a difference that will appeal to all children who love ridiculous rhymes. TB 18939.

Milton, John
Paradise lost. 2005. Read by Anton Lesser, 10 hours 27 minutes. TB 13968. 

Milton tells the story of Man's creation, fall and redemption - to 'justify the ways of God to men'. Milton produced characters which have become embedded in the consciousness of English literature - the frail, human pair, Adam and Eve; the terrible cohort of fallen angels; and Satan, tragic and heroic in his unremitting quest for revenge. The tale unfolds from the aftermath of the great battle between good and evil to the moving departure of Adam and Eve from Eden, with human and eternal anguish intertwined in magnificent resonance. TB 13968.

Milton, John
Paradise lost. Abridged. Read by Anton Lesser, Laura Paton and Chris Larkin, 3 hours 56 minutes. TB 13458. 

Milton tells the story of Man's creation, fall and redemption - to 'justify the ways of God to men'. Milton produced characters which have become embedded in the consciousness of English literature - the frail, human pair, Adam and Eve; the terrible cohort of fallen angels; and Satan, tragic and heroic in his unremitting quest for revenge. The tale unfolds from the aftermath of the great battle between good and evil to the moving departure of Adam and Eve from Eden, with human and eternal anguish intertwined in magnificent resonance. TB 13458.

Milton, John 

Paradise regained. 2006. Read by Anton Lesser, 2 hours 30 minutes. TB 15736.

Following the fall of Adam and Eve from the Garden of Eden in Milton's "Paradise Lost", Milton turns his attention to the temptation of Jesus in the wilderness by Satan in "Paradise Regained". In this work, a sequel to "Paradise Lost", Satan tests Jesus in a similar way to Eve in the Garden of Eden. However, Jesus is not seduced by the promises of Satan and passes his test. TB 15736.
Milton, John

Comus. 1637. Read by John Westbrook, 1 hours 8 minutes. TB 14706.

Comus is a pagan God, invented by Milton, who waylays travellers and tempts them to drink a magic liquor which changes their faces into those of wild beasts. A lady becomes separated from her two brothers in a forest and is tempted by Comus. Her brothers are told what has happened by the good Attendant Spirit and they set off to save her.

Motion, Andrew 

Selected poems 1976-1997. 1998. Read by Steve Hodson, 2 hours 45 minutes. TB 13236. 

This varied body of work consists of dramatic monologues, elegies, poems of social and political observation, and love lyrics. TB 13236.

Newlyn, Lucy 

Ginnel. 2005. Read by Sherry Baines, 1 hour 5 minutes. TB 14886.

'Ginnel' is the Northern dialect word for a passage between houses, and Lucy Newlyn's first collection of poems is set in and around the ginnels of Leeds, where she grew up in the 1960s. Her poems are constantly on the move, revisiting the place of childhood and childhood as a place. TB 14886.

O'Brien, Sean
The drowned book. 2007. Read by Mark Elstob, 1 hour 30 minutes. TB 16018. 
Many of the poems in Sean O'Brien's new collection take their emotional tenor and imaginative cue from his acclaimed translation of Dante's Inferno, and occupy a dark, flooded, subterranean world, as dramatically compelling as it is disquieting. Circumstances have compelled O'Brien to return repeatedly to the elegiac form, and "The Drowned Book" contains a number of powerfully moving poems written in memory of fellow poets and artists. TB 16018.
Oldfield, Sally 

The old familiar faces: poems on the experiences of ageing. 2008. Read by Diana Bishop, 3 hours 35 minutes. TB 16168.

Includes well-known poets such as W B Yeats and less well-known ones like Mary Brooksbank. The poems are full of life and humour, challenging the idea that ageing is a depressing subject. TB 16168.
Omar Khayyam 

Rubaiyat; translated by Edward Fitzgerald. 1868. Read by Garard Green, 29 minutes. TB 13989. 

The first edition of Edward Fitzgerald's translation of the Persian tentmaker's verses. He lived and died at Naishapur and sustained by his yearly pension of 1200 mithkals of gold from the Treasury, he studied science and astronomy, wrote his poems and prayed for the Vizier who supported him. TB 13989.

Owen, Wilfred 

Selected poems. 1995. Read by John Cormack, 1 hour 36 minutes. TB 11491. 

"Bloomsbury Poetry Classics" are selections from the work of some of our greatest poets, aimed at the general reader. The selections have been made by the poet, critic and biographer Ian Hamilton. Wilfred Owen was sent to the front during the First World War. He was encouraged in the belief that poets should tell the truth about the conduct of the war. Owen won the Military Cross for bravery and was killed a week before the Armistice, aged 24. TB 11491.

Paterson, Don 

Landing light. 2003. Read by Jonathan Hackett, 1 hour 56 minutes. TB 13786. 

In these poems, Paterson guides readers down the labyrinths of their most private emotions. Ceaselessly inquiring and deftly tuned into the emotional cackle of the world, Paterson explores the swings of light and dark that mark out troubling feelings. Contains strong language. TB 13786.

Rafferty, Mike
Mike Rafferty's wit and whimsey: an irreverent look at life from the safety of the Cotswolds. 2002. Read by Mike Rafferty, 1 hour 14 minutes. TB 13290. 

Contents: When Charlie cut the cable - Bert's Lament - Adam's apple - Fish out of water - The bottom line - The deaf shall hear - Making one heart non-vulnerable (a poem for bridge-lovers) - The British style - A bit of rough - Sort of.....a bird - Paddy's car - Advice to travellers abroad - Sins of commission - Mother knows best - The Rhinopotphantebeest - The earwig supports' club - It's love (in so many words) - Decade of delight - A family sonnet - Why - Wi, oh wi - Crush - Peace. TB 13290.

Raine, Craig
Rich. 1984. Read by David Banks, 2 hours 7 minutes. TB 5344. 

Modern poems by a poet who makes his readers see the commonplace things around them as if for the first time. The poems are very compact, not a word is wasted and the two sections, "Rich" and "Poor", are linked by a short autobiographical sequence entitled "A Silver Plate". Contains strong language. TB 5344.

Reid, Christopher

A scattering. 2009. Read by Mark Elstob, 51 minutes. TB 17245.

Lucinda Gane, Christopher Reid's wife, died in October 2005. A Scattering is his tribute to her and consists of four poetic sequences, the first written during her illness, and the other three at intervals after her death. TB 17245.

Roberts, Michael Symmons 

Corpus. 2004. Read by Patrick Romer, 1 hour 8 minutes. TB 14094.

Corpus centres around the body. Mystical, philosophical and erotic, the bodies in these poems move between different worlds - life and after-life, death and resurrection - encountering pathologists' blades, geneticists' maps and the wounds of love and war. TB 14094.
Rosen, Michael

Even my ears are smiling. 2011. Read by Greg Wagland, 1 hours 3 minutes. TB 19446.

'Even My Ears Are Smiling' is a collection of poems featuring classic favourites and brand new poems by Michael Rosen. TB 19446.

Sassoon, Siegfried 

The war poems. Faber, 1934. Read by John Westbrook, 3 hours. TB 4809. 

The poet enlisted at the outbreak of the First World War and was awarded the Military Cross for gallantry in action. His war poetry depicts the horrors of the trenches, and illustrates his growing bitterness towards hypocrisy and romanticism. TB 4809. 

Shakespeare, William 

Venus and Adonis; and The rape of Lucrece. 2006. Read by Eve Best, Clare Corbett and David Burke, 3 hours 22 minutes. TB 15717.

In Venus and Adonis, the goddess of love pleads with the beautiful boy to submit to her advances and become her lover - but he only wants to hunt boar. In the more serious Rape of Lucrece, Shakespeare draws on the Roman tale of Tarquin's desire for Lucrece and its tragic consequences. The poems give prominent parts to the two heroines. TB 15717.
Smith, Stevie
The collected poems of Stevie Smith; edited with a preface by James MacGibbon. 1985. Read by Pauline Munro, 9 hours 41 minutes. TB 6010. 

Amused and amusing, even barbed at times, these poems deal often with death and yet reveal an irrepressible love of life. TB 6010.

Sprackland, Jean
Tilt. 2007. Read by Jacqueline King, 55 minutes. TB 16131.

Jean Sprackland's third collection describes a world in free-fall. Chaos and calamity are at our shoulder, in the shape of fire and flood, ice-storm and hurricane; trains stand still, zoos are abandoned, migrating birds lose their way - all surfaces are unreliable, all territories unmapped. Tilt is a collection of raw, distressed and beautiful poems, a hymn to the remarkable survival of things in the face of threat - for every degradation an epiphany, for every drowning a birth. Contains strong language. TB 16131.
Steffen, Jonathan
St. Francis in the slaughter-house: and other poems. 2006. Read by Jonathan Steffen, 29 minutes. TB 14936. 

St Francis in the slaughter-house is Jonathan Steffen's first CD of poetry, presenting a selection of poems written and read by the author. TB 14936.

Steven, Kenneth C
The missing days. 1995. Read by Kenneth C Steven, 1 hour. TB 13446.

Contents: Hallowe'en - Letter to Neil in Japan - Climber - Pearls - The land of Jess and Cath - Fox - Wildcat - The ring - Whispers of the vole - Carsaig - Chernobyl - The harp - Splinter - Bears - Curlew - Voices - Flint - Saturdays - Anna - Glen Clova - Alumbria - The long silence - Donald - First time - Abernethy - The Calvinist - Hyndland road - The rabies men - The high farm - Dundee - Just war - Once before - Night fishing - Otters - Potato picking - A poem for Ivars - For Calum Macloed of Raasay - Russia - Gaelic - Callanish - A stranger place - Broadford, Skye - The wolves - Sweden in summer - The last death - The voyage - Summer - Chestnuts - The winter bridge - Thinking of Horses - Kenyon - Window - Highland bull - The changing - Agnes - Prayers. TB 13446.

Steven, Kenneth C 

Iona: poems. 2000. Read by Kenneth C Steven, 45 minutes. TB 13445. 

Contents: A lark - Fire - Garve - The small giant - Agates - Cannich - Waterland - Scalpay - Now and then - Carsaig - Scurdie Ness - Logie - The fiddler - The row - Resolution - Lamb - Iona - Storm - Edge - The death of Columba - Hebrides - Islands - The giver of live - Christmas Eve - Prayer - The potato pickers - The changes - Barvas - The search for Christ - Highland - Old Woman - On the west coast of Harris - A little miracle - The birth - The wild raspberries - Learan - The well - October - Solway - A poem for Ann - Sabbath - Greatness - The Abbey fields - Service -Mushrooms - After the rain - The stars - Snow light. 
Iona has been of deep spiritual significance and inspiration to the author since his early childhood. This fifth collection of poems draws on his long association with the West Coast of Scotland and with Iona in particular. TB 13445.

Sutcliff, Rosemary 

Beowulf: retold by Rosemary Sutcliff. 1961. Read by Christopher Scott, 2 hours. TB 4534. 

Set in Saxon England, a sea captain brings news of the terrible monster, Grendel, who preys on the bravest warriors in Denmark. Beowulf sets sail, aiming to rid the Danish King of this scourge. The story, retold for secondary school pupils, tells of his three great battles; with Grendel, the Sea-Woman, and in old age, with the Fire-Drake. TB 4534.

Swift, Todd 

Life lines: poets for Oxfam. 2006. Read by various narrators, 3 hours 35 minutes. TB 14663. 

In a bid to demonstrate how diverse and exciting poetry can be, and to show their support for Oxfam, the UK's leading poets have teamed up to create a CD of their most enthralling work to date. TB 14663.

Thomas, R S 

Residues. 2002. Read by Sion Probert, 1 hour. TB 12821. 

Residues shows Thomas in a winter light, his fury concentrated on the inhumanity of man and modern technology, absorbed by the God he felt in nature, but finding nourishment in 'waste places', as shown in this collection of poetry. TB 12821.

Turner, Steve

Dad, you're not funny and other poems. 2006. Read by Steve Turner, 54 minutes. TB 16999.

Steve Turner's poems present a fresh and often quirky view on life. The poems feature subjects of interest to children today, such as food and friends, school and holidays, dreams and monsters. TB 16999.

Walker, Alice

Her blue body everything we know: earthling poems 1965-1990 complete. 1996. Read by Laurel Lefkow, 3 hours 17 minutes. TB 13805. 

Alice Walker has been writing poetry since the summer of 1965. This is her first complete volume, containing many previously unpublished poems, plus new introductions to those previously collected. Contains strong language. TB 13805. 

Wavell, Lord Archibald
Other men's flowers: an anthology of poetry. 1944. Read by Garard Green, 12 hours 44 minutes. TB 5699. 

This anthology was produced during the dark days of World War II and is the first to be published by a Field Marshall. By a skilful association of fairly rare poets with better-known works, this collection will elicit a response in many unused to poetry. TB 5699.

Wilde, Oscar
Selected poems; edited by Ian Hamilton. 1998. Read by John Cormack, 1 hour 26 minutes. TB 11566.

"Bloomsbury Poetry Classics" are selections from the work of some of our greatest poets, aimed at the general reader. The selections have been made by the poet, critic and biographer Ian Hamilton. Although now famed chiefly as a playwright, Oscar Wilde started his career as a poet, winning the Newdigate Prize at Oxford in 1878. His most well known poem is 'The Ballad of Reading Gaol'. TB 11566.

Williams, Heathcote 

Whale nation. 1988. Read by Ronald Markham, 4 hours 22 minutes. TB 7444. 

A narrative poem that celebrates the mysterious, gifted and intelligent creatures that have inhabited the seas of the world. The poem is followed by an anthology of prose writings, from both science and literature that encompasses the whole being of the whale, its ancient origins, its biology and mating, its songs and play, and its capacity to communicate over vast distances. The human parallel is degrading; mankind is their sole enemy. TB 7444. 

Wordsworth, William
The poetry of William Wordsworth. 1984. Read by John Westbrook, 25 hours 21 minutes. TB 6871. 

For the first time Wordsworth's poems are presented in order of composition and in texts in which their original identity is restored. A selection of the poet's critical writing is added to a generous selection of the poetry which includes the longer narratives "The Ruined Cottage", "Home at Grasmere" and the autobiographical masterpiece, "The Prelude". TB 6871.

Zephaniah, Benjamin
Too black, too strong. 2001. Read by Benjamin Zephaniah, 1 hour 54 minutes. TB 13465. 

Contents: Brought and sold - What if - Breakfast in East Timor - To Ricky Reel - To Michael Menser - Having a word - Reminders - Appeal dismissed - Chant of a homesick nigga - This be the worst - Time - The woman has to die - Kill them before Ramadan - The empire comes back - The men from Jamaica are settling down - I neva shot de sheriff - Carnival days - Naked - Adultery - Going cheap - Christmas has been shot - Two dozen Babylon - Three black males - We people too - Anti-slavery movements - Knowing me - The race industry - Biko the greatness - Derry Sunday - The one minutes of silence - The drunk on Green Street - The ride - To do wid me - Nu blue suede shoes - The approved school of reggae - Do something illegal - Translate - The London breed - Heroes - The big bang In this book of poems, Benjamin Zephaniah addresses the struggles of black Britain. It includes poems written while working with Michael Mansfield QC and other Tooks barristers on the Stephen Lawrence case and other high profile political trials. TB 13465. 
Poet Biographies

Abse, Dannie

The presence. 2008. Read by Christopher Oxford, 8 hours 5 minutes. TB 16245.

Loss, grief and love are the themes of this memoir from one of Britain's most distinguished poets. Some months after Dannie Abse's wife Joan died in a car accident in June 2005, he began to write a diary which is both a record of present grief and a portrait of marriage which lasted more than fifty years. It is an extraordinary document, painful but celebratory; funny as well as sad, bursting with joy as well as sorrow and full of a deep understanding of what it means to be human. TB 16245.
Ackroyd, Peter

T S Eliot. 1984. Read by Robert Gladwell, 17 hours 4 minutes. TB 5924.

The image that T.S. Eliot presented to the outside world was that of a successful public man - a unique poet, an established speaker and an important publisher. Behind the mask, however, was a secret, enigmatic man who remained something of a mystery even to his closest friends. This is a detailed portrait of a very private man. TB 5924.
Babington Smith, Constance
John Masefield: a life. 1978. Read by Peter Barker, 9 hours 42 minutes. TB 3530.

A biography of the famous poet, who established himself in his lifetime also as playwright, novelist and historian. TB 3530.
Buxton, John

Byron and Shelley: the history of a friendship. 1968. Read by Robin Holmes, 12 hours. TB 508.

An account of their relationship from 1816 to 1822. TB 508.

Carey, John

John Donne: life, art and mind. 1981. Read by Robin Holmes, 14 hours 39 minutes. TB 4210.

This biography of Donne is the story of the life of a passionate intellectual, his sermons and controversial works as well as his poetry, and the portrait of the whole man is set against a background of Renaissance scepticism. TB 4210.
Coote, Stephen

John Keats: a life. 1996. Read by Richard Burnip, 16 hours 10 minutes. TB 16748.

John Keats is described as the last of the great romantic poets, and his brief life, full of poetry, epitomizes the image of tragic genius. The author here reveals Keats to be a man of his time, rediscovering a poet who reacted strongly against an authoritarian state and tried to find a spiritual life free from the repressive Christianity of 19th-century England. This book throws much new light on the poems, showing why they were so bitterly attacked, and reveals Keats as a man of real vitality, profoundly original and deeply human. TB 16748.

Fitzgibbon, Constantine

The life of Dylan Thomas. 1965. Read by Judith Whale, 16 hours 45 minutes. TB 214.

Portrays the whole complex man, lovable and maddening, gay and sad, but above all artist and writer. TB 214.
Forster, Margaret

Elizabeth Barrett Browning: a biography. 1988. Read by Judith Whale, 19 hours 26 minutes. TB 7299.

Elizabeth had a happy childhood and, using new material, the author shows her to be no frail and terrified daughter of a Victorian tyrant but a determined woman largely responsible for her own incarceration. She chose the life of a poet, little dreaming that it might be possible to add wife and mother to her chosen role. Death came in her fifties but, through her own courage and will, she enjoyed complete fulfilment in those last 12 years. TB 7299.
Gill, Stephen

William Wordsworth: a life. 1989. Read by Richard Owens, 21 hours 56 minutes. TB 7953.

Although he never made any money by his writing, Wordsworth's dedication to his art never wavered. His triumph was hard won - the critics reviled his work but his poetry is full of human understanding and experience. The old notion that the old man betrayed the radical young one to become a prosy old Tory is not the whole story as this new appraisal draws out. TB 7953.
Glendinning, Victoria
Edith Sitwell: a unicorn among lions. 1981. Read by Gretel Davis, 17 hours 39 minutes. TB 4324.

A sympathetic portrait, vividly told. The author uses Edith Sitwell's own brilliant, funny (and often outrageous) letters to show the woman as well as the literary 'unicorn'. TB 4324.
Hamilton, Ian

Robert Lowell: a biography. 1983. Read by John Westbrook, 22 hours 11 minutes. TB 5271.

A Pulitzer Prizewinner before he was thirty, Robert Lowell became the foremost American poet of the middle decades of the twentieth century. He stood out publicly against war and endured three turbulent marriages. TB 5271.
Holmes, Richard

Coleridge: early visions. 1998. Read by Crawford Logan, 17 hours 9 minutes. TB 11835.

The author, Richard Holmes' intention is to draw the reader into the labyrinthine complications of his subject's personality and literary power, until we are left facing profound questions about the nature of creativity, the relations between sexuality and friendship, the shifting grounds of political and religious belief, and the limits of self-knowledge - and biographic knowledge itself. TB 11835.
Holmes, Richard

Coleridge.1998. Read by Crawford Logan, 24 hours 59 minutes. TB 12047. 
Sequel to: Coleridge, early visions. The text traces the development of Coleridge from a legend amongst the younger generation of Romantic writers such as Byron, Shelly and Keats amongst others, to his power as a conversationalist and a ceaseless generator of ideas. Coleridge's later life is concerned with his hopeless heartache, disappointments, addictions to Asra and opium, his elated highs and catastropic lows, his electrifying creativity and boundless energy, and never-failing ability to rescue himself from the darkest abyss. TB 12047.
Kay, Jackie

Red dust road. 2011. Read by Jackie Kay, 8 hours 5 minutes. TB 18617.

From the moment when, as a little girl, she realizes that her skin is a different colour from that of her beloved mum and dad, to the tracing and finding of her birth parents, her Highland mother and Nigerian father, Jackie Kay's journey in Red Dust Road is one of unexpected twists, turns and deep emotions. In a book remarkable for its warmth and candour, she discovers that inheritance is about much more than genes: that we are shaped by songs as much as by cells, and that what triumphs, ultimately, is love. TB 18617.
Keats, John

You might as well live: the life and times of Dorothy Parker. 1971. Read by Marvin Kane, 10 hours 33 minutes. TB 1617.

The life of Dorothy Parker, renowned wit and for years at the centre of the cultural and intellectual excitement of America in the years after the First World War. TB 1617.

Kitchen, Paddy

Gerard Manley Hopkins: a life. 1989. Read by Kate Moon, 10 hours 17 minutes. TB 7994.

This personal, rather than academic, life of Gerard Manley Hopkins looks at the life of this remarkable poet from childhood, university, his time as a Jesuit through to his death. This illustrative work studies the "misery and ecstasy" of his life which he describes so perfectly in his work. TB 7994.
Lehmann, John

Rupert Brooke: his life and his legend. 1980. Read by John Richmond, 8 hours 2 minutes. TB 3660.

A fresh look at the life and work of the poet who died on his way to the Gallipoli campaign in 1915. TB 3660.
MacNeice, Louis

The strings are false: an unfinished autobiography. 1965. Read by Duncan Carse, 11 hours. TB 541.

A perceptive self-portrait by a scholar and man of letters. TB 541.
McNeil, Helen

Emily Dickinson. 1986. Read by Gretel Davis, TB 6413.

Emily Dickinson saw only 10 of her 1700 poems published in her lifetime. The author argues that the absence of a readership during her lifetime gave her poetry its unique freedom in an era when women were encouraged to write, only so long as they wrote badly or with sentiment. TB 6413.
Morrison, Blake

And when did you last see your father? 1998. Read by Gordon Reid, 7 hours 55 minutes. TB 11734.

This is Blake Morrison's memoir of his father, Dr Arthur Morrison. It shows a son asking who his father really was. Was he the man seen through a seven-year-old's eyes, jumping queues, or the sexual charmer seen by a 17 year old? Or was he the figure, so hard to recognise, on his deathbed? Contains strong language. TB 11734.
O'Brien, Edna

Byron in love. 2009. Read by Grainne Gillis, 6 hours 54 minutes. TB 17902.

Byron, more than any other poet, has come to personify the poet as rebel, imaginative and lawless, reaching beyond race, creed or frontier, his gigantic flaws redeemed by a magnetism and ultimately a heroism that by ending in tragedy raised it and him from the particular to the universal. Everything about Lord George Gordon Byron was a paradox - insider and outsider, beautiful and deformed, serious and facetious, profligate but on occasion miserly, and possessed of a fierce intelligence trapped forever in a child's magic and malice. He was also a great poet, but as he reminded us, poetry is a distinct faculty and has little to do with the individual life of its creator. TB 17902.
Osborne, Charles

W H Auden: the life of a poet. 1980. Read by Robin Holmes, 14 hours 36 minutes. TB 3654.

An account of the poet's life and work, as well as the personal concerns and the personality of the man. TB 3654.
Sassoon, Siegfried

Siegfried Sassoon - poet's pilgrimage. 1973. Read by Peter Gray, 10 hours 11 minutes. TB 2806.

An account of Sassoon's spiritual development, traced through his published and unpublished work. TB 2806.
Sassoon, Siegfried

Diaries: 1915-1918. 1918. Read by John Westbrook, 11 hours 42 minutes. TB 4808.

Sassoon wrote his diaries in tiny note-books, often by the light of a solitary candle in a dug-out or billet. However, even away from the front-line, the physical and emotional scars of war were evident and he suffered the personal loss of acquaintances such as Wilfred Owen. TB 4808.
Storey, Edward

A right to song: the life of John Clare. 1982. Read by Robin Holmes, 15 hours 4 minutes. TB 4621.

A sympathetic portrait of one of the best-loved nature poets in the English language by a man who came from Clare's own countryside. TB 4621.
Taylor-Martin, Patrick

John Betjeman: his life and work. 1983. Read by Brian Perkins, 7 hours 46 minutes. TB 4843.

The life and work of this very popular poet is discussed, and the academic hierarchy is frequently taken to task for undervaluing his poetic skills. TB 4843.
Wilson, A N

The life of John Milton. 1983. Read by John Westbrook, 13 hours 29 minutes. TB 4689.

A very sympathetic portrait of an egotistical man, taking in the poet and polemicist as well as the man of religion who worked for Cromwell's Protectorate. 'Paradise Lost', 'Regained' and 'Samson' are set in context and discussed in some detail. TB 4689.
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