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Ackroyd, Peter

The Clerkenwell tales. 2003. Read by Nigel Graham, 7 hours 41 minutes. TB 13656.

Set in London in the late 14th century, Sister Clarisse, a nun in the House of St Mary at Clerkenwell, experiences visions. She dreams of the English King. Are her prophesies the babblings of the crazed? Or can she 'see' a future in which Henry Bolingbroke overthrows Richard II? The novel begins with The Nun's Tale, and continues with The Friar's Tale, The Merchant's Tale, and The Clerk's Tale... Thus, story by story the portrait of medieval London is built. The people are disenchanted by the Church, with its wealth and corruption, its Pope in Rome and its Pope in Avignon. But heresy is dangerous... almost as dangerous as rebellion. Contains strong language. TB 13656.
Anand, Valerie 

The proud villeins. 1990. Read by Alan Gilchrist, 16 hours 22 minutes. TB 10307. 

Bridges over time series; book 1. Ivon de Clairpont, knight of the great Norman abbey of St Simeon, slept by the blacksmith's fire at Gildenford for the last time as a free man. A week later he was a thrall, betrayed and sold into slavery in the wilds of godforsaken Northumberland. Though he would sooner have died, after four escape attempts he began to accept his fate and love the despised Saxon woman who nursed him in his despair, yet deep down he refused to forsake his only inheritance: the memory of freedom which becomes a dream and an ambition for his descendants. TB 10307.
Anthony, Evelyn 

The heiress. 1994. Read by Jacqueline King, 9 hours 31 minutes. TB 10558.

In eighteenth century France, Charles Macdonald, badly in debt, has been given a choice by his parents. The Bastille, or a forced marriage to his wealthy cousin. He chooses marriage, much to the dismay of his mistress Louise, who schemes to dispose of her rival, but when his wife disappears, Charles realises that he loves her and his love is so passionate that he will risk his own life to save her from a place that no one has ever survived. TB 10558.
Anthony, Evelyn 

Victoria. 1990. Read by Carol Marsh, 13 hours 24 minutes. TB 8530.

This is the story, not of the black-clad widow of Windsor, more institution than flesh-and-blood human being, but of the young Victoria, of her early years and marriage, ending with the death of the only man she ever loved. TB 8530.
Armitage, Aileen

Hawksmoor. 1995. Read by Marilyn Finlay, 14 hours 41 minutes. TB 10645. 
Hawksmoor series; book 1. In 1811, Hawksmoor is a growing town, surrounded by all the splendour of the northern moorland. It is changing with the times as the spinning and weaving of cotton becomes an important way of life. There are the Hardcastles, landed gentry and wealthy mill owners; and the Stotts who belong to the poor but indomitable class of labourers in the factory. In rivalry and co-operation, love and ambition, their lives touch yet remain separate. TB 10645.
Armstrong, Thomas 

King Cotton. 1962. Read by Eric Gillett, 22 hours 10 minutes. TB 309.

Beginning in the 1850s, this shows the effect of the American Civil War on people in England, particularly in Lancashire. The book follows Kit Ormerod who foresaw what might come and pleaded for his fellow Lancashiremen to look for their cotton elsewhere. TB 309.
Atwood, Margaret 

Alias Grace. 1996. Read by Anne White, 19 hours 9 minutes. TB 11011.

Sixteen years have passed since Grace was locked up, at the age of sixteen, for the cold-blooded murders of her employer Mr Thomas Kinnear and his housekeeper/lover Nancy Montgomery. Her alleged accomplice in the crimes, James McDermot, paid the extreme sentence of the law and was hanged on November 21, 1843. But some thought Grace was innocent, and her sentence has been commuted to life imprisonment. After a spell in the Lunatic Asylum, it has been decided that she is neither mad nor dangerous, although she now claims to have no memory of the murders. TB 11011.

Auchincloss, Louis 

Watchfires. 1982. Read by James Tillitt, 10 hours 36 minutes. TB 5147.

Political differences and general dissatisfaction with their marriage cause a rift between complacent New York lawyer, Dexter Fairchild and his fiercely abolitionist wife, Rosalie on the eve of the American Civil War - the watchfires of the title are those in the battle hymn of John Brown. The war is to change the lives of both. TB 5147.
Auel, Jean M 

The clan of the cave bear. 1981. Read by Gretel Davis, 27 hours 32 minutes. TB 7772.

Earth's children series; book 1. Ayla is adopted by a group of Neanderthals 25,000 years ago. At first she inspires surprise, then wariness and finally acceptance by the clan. Ayla is cared for by the medicine woman, but makes an enemy of the group's leader, who will do anything to destroy her. Contains passages of a sexual nature. TB 7772.
Bailey, Hilary 

Cassandra, Princess of Troy. 1993. Read by Frances Jeater, 14 hours 1 minute. TB 10219.

This tragic story begins with Helen's flight with Paris of Troy from her husband and tells how a Greek army crossed the sea to attack Troy and bring Helen back, of the fall of Troy and its terrible aftermath. At the centre is Cassandra, daughter of King Priam, the Trojan prophetess, who did not die, as in the legend, but lived on in hiding for many years. Cassandra believes she is free to tell her story and sits down to write, but there are still secrets to uncover and her own story has not ended. Contains violence. TB 10219.
Barber, Noel 

The weeping and the laughter. 1988. Read by Nigel Graham, 18 hours 54 minutes. TB 7400.

As Russia plunges into revolution, the family of Prince Dmitri Korolev flee to the port of Kronstadt, but they are overtaken and in the chaos twins Rudi and Nikki are separated. Years later, as the Second World War looms, Nikki hears that his brother is alive. Contains passages of a sexual nature. TB 7400.
Barnes, Margaret Campbell 

Within the hollow crown. 1948. Read by Colin Doran, 13 hours 30 minutes. TB 616.

The love story of Richard II and his Queen, Anne of Bohemia. TB 616.
Bradley, Marion Zimmer 

The firebrand. 1988. Read by Judy Franklin, 23 hours 25 minutes. TB 7422.

The legend of the fall of Troy as seen through the eyes of Kassandra, daughter of Priam and priestess of Apollo: the seduction of Helen by Kassandra's twin brother Paris, the summoning of his troops by Menelaus and the great fight between Hector and Achilles. TB 7422.
Broster, D K 

The flight of the heron. 1925. Read by Stanley Pritchard, 13 hours 45 minutes. TB 857. 

The flight of the heron trilogy; book 1. This novel is set in Scotland in 1745 and covers Bonnie Prince Charlie's adventures in the Highlands. TB 857.
Brown, George Mackay 

Vinland. 1992. Read by Vincent Brimble, 10 hours 52 minutes. TB 10080.

Saga of the North Atlantic in the Viking age, when the ancient religion was beginning to be touched by Christianity and fate was first infused with grace Ronald Sigmundson was among those who discovered America, 500 years before Columbus. He stowed away as a boy on Leif Ericsson's ship, and never forgot the waters and forests of Vinland. After that he prospered in Iceland, Greenland, the royal court of Norway, and his native Orkney. A successful farmer with political influence, he fought at Clontarf, but never forgot the sea, and began to design a ship for a greater journey even than that to Vinland. TB 10080.
Buchan, John 

Midwinter: Certain Travellers in old England. 1993. Read by Jonathan Hackett, 9 hours 31 minutes. TB 9933.

In 1745 the Jacobite rising is in full swing. As the Highland Army marches into England, Alastair Maclean, close confidant of Charles Edward Stewart sets out on a mission to raise support in the West of England. He is befriended by Dr Samuel Johnson and "Midwinter", guardian of the twilight world of "Old England". Convinced that he is on the track of a traitor, Maclean is pursued by Hanoverian agents. TB 9933.
Canning, Victor 

The crimson chalice. 1976. Read by Andrew Timothy, 8 hours 30 minutes. TB 3049. 

Arthurian trilogy; book 1. In the year 450 a young girl riding through the forest found a youth cruelly hanging from a tree; it was to be the beginning of an adventure concerning King Arthur. TB 3049.
Carr, Philippa 

The miracle at St Bruno's. 1972. Read by Anne White, 16 hours 1 minute. TB 4591. 

The daughters of England series; book 1. Early on Christmas morning in the year 1522, the old Abbot of St. Bruno's opened the curtains of the Lady Chapel; there in the crib was a living child. Was it a miracle? It was to change the lives of several people. TB 4591.
Chadwick, Elizabeth  

Shields of pride. 1994. Read by Jonathan Oliver, 14 hours 16 minutes. TB 14619.

1173. King Henry's efforts to crush his rebellious sons ignite bloody border skirmishes throughout the land. Yet it is a time of triumph for mercenary Joscelin de Gael, the bastard son of the kings most trusted ally. Although de Gael finds victory on the battlefield, he suffers sweet defeat in his heart by the lovely Linnet de Montsorrel. TB 14619.
Chevalier, Tracy 

Girl with a pearl earring. 2000. Read by Patricia Jones, 7 hours 57 minutes. TB 13245.

Griet, the young daughter of a tilemaker in seventeenth century Holland, obtains her first job, as a servant in Vermeer's household. Through Griet we learn about, the complicated family, the society of the small town of Delft, and life with an obsessive genius. Griet loves being drawn into his artistic life, and leaving her former drudgery, but the cost to her own survival may be high. Contains passages of a sexual nature. TB 13245.
Clavell, James 

Shogun: a novel of Japan. 1975. Read by Robert Gladwell, 57 hours 45 minutes. TB 3098. 

Asian saga; book 1. Japan in the year 1600 is a nation seething with violence and intrigue. This is the saga of Pilot-Major John Blackthorne, and his integration into the struggles and strife of feudal Japan. Starting with his shipwreck, the novel charts Blackthorne's rise from the status of reviled foreigner up to the heights of trusted advisor and eventually, Samurai. TB 3098.
Cordell, Alexander

Rape of the fair country: a novel. 1959. Read by Ray Jones, 11 hours 43 minutes. TB 5061. 

Set in the 1830s, the story tells of the passions and torments of a family who work in the stifling iron furnaces of the Welsh mountains, but who still retain a zest for life. TB 5061.
Cornwell, Bernard 

The winter king: a novel of Arthur. 1996. Read by Edmund Dehn, 20 hours 48 minutes. TB 11227. 

The warlord chronicles; book 1. Fifth century Britain lies on the edge of darkness, with the High King, Uther Pendragon, holding together the unruly kingdoms of Britain against the Saxon invaders. But the Pendragon is failing fast, and he has sent into exile the only other man who could hold the warring kingdoms together - Arthur, Merlin's protege and Uther's illegitimate son. One of his spearmen narrates the story of Arthur's return and of his quest for peace. TB 11227.
Diamant, Anita 

The red tent. 2002. Read by Joyce Gibbs, 12 hours 10 minutes. TB 13806.

Her name is Dinah. In the Bible her fate is merely hinted at in a brief and violent detour within the verses of the Book of Genesis that deal with Jacob and his dozen sons. Told in Dinah's voice, "The Red Tent" reveals the traditions of ancient womanhood and family honour. Contains passages of a sexual nature. TB 13806.
Dillon, Eilis 

Across the bitter sea: a novel. 1973. Read by Stephen Jack, 20 hours 9 minutes. TB 2487.

The lives and loves of an Irish family from the time of the Great Famine of 1847 to 1916 and the foundation of the present Irish State. TB 2487.
Du Maurier, Daphne 

Frenchman's creek. 1981. Read by Norma West, 8 hours 8 minutes. TB 4687.

Weary of the debauchery of life at the court of Charles II, Dona, Lady St. Coulomb, escapes away to her husband's home in Cornwall. Here she finds peace and beauty and a swashbuckling French pirate. TB 4687.
Dunnett, Dorothy 

Niccolo rising. 1986. Read by Peter Barker, 29 hours 4 minutes. TB 7112. 

The house of Niccolo series; book 1. It is 1459, the time of the early Renaissance, of trade and war and banking, of the fall of Constantinople and the Wars of the Roses. In Bruges are the permanent trading colonies and the small community has become an international centre for money, gossip and spies. It is a time when a young man with a head on his shoulders can slip through the fingers of those who would use and abuse him to win riches, however humble his birth. Young Niccolo is prepared to do just this. TB 7112.
Dunnett, Dorothy 

King hereafter. 1992. Read by Robbie MacNab, 40 hours 42 minutes. TB 10191.

An enthralling novel about the real Macbeth, king of Scotland, part Christian and part Viking, who has the imagination and determination to move himself and his people out of a barbarian past into flowering nationhood. Utterly self-reliant yet profoundly in love with the woman he marries, he is a pirate of the sea and yet a prince with the foresight and passion to set him apart from other men. TB 10191.
Eco, Umberto 

The name of the rose. 1983. Read by John Livesey, 16 hours 36 minutes. TB 5212.

In 1327, an English friar, William of Baskerville, and a young German monk, Adso of Melk, visit an Italian abbey. On arrival, William is called upon to investigate some bizarre murders. The abbey also holds other secrets. The story is told by Adso, in old age, and conveys the atmosphere of fourteenth century Italy: the pungent foods, the sexual mores, the heresies, the earthly humour and the harsh quality of life. TB 5212.
Elphinstone, Margaret 

Voyageurs. 2004. Read by Garrick Hagon, 17 hours 32 minutes. TB 14809.

In the early 1800s, Rachel Greenhow, a young Quaker, goes missing in the Canadian wilderness. Unable to accept her disappearance, her brother Mark leaves his farm in England, determined to bring his sister home. TB 14809.
Erskine, Barbara 

On the edge of darkness. 1998. Read by Sally Armstrong, 21 hours 11 minutes. TB 11634.

The story of a Pictish woman trapped in the wrong time. Adam lives in the Highlands of Scotland and often visits an isolated stone cross where he meets Brid, a girl his own age. They become friends and, as they grow up, lovers. But Brid is from another time and will not let Adam leave her. TB 11634.
Farrell, J G 

The siege of Krishnapur: a novel. 1973. Read by Garard Green, 15 hours 45 minutes. TB 2503.

Boredom at Krishnapur, a remote town on the vast plains of Northern India, gives way to panic and violence when the spring of 1857 finds India on the brink of mutiny. Booker Prize winner in 1973. TB 2503.
Follett, Ken 

The pillars of the earth. 1989. Read by Arthur Blake, 42 hours 17 minutes. TB 8166.

Pillars of the earth series; book 1. "The Pillars of the Earth" takes the reader back to twelfth-century England, a time of civil war, famine, religious strife and battles over royal succession, a time when man's ideals and aspirations were expressed in the building of a cathedral at Kingsbridge. A sensuous and enduring love story, and an epic that shines with the fierce spirit of a passionate age. Contains passages of a sexual nature. TB 8166.
Gaan, Margaret 

White poppy. 1986. Read by Robert Gladwell, 11 hours. TB 6661.

With the legalisation of opium in the 19th century, the English secure a vast market for the drug produced from the white poppies of India. Chinese farmers begin growing them too and Yin-Kwa, repenting his days of smuggling, plans to sweep away evil on a great wave of indignation. Together with Tyson's half Chinese son, Jin-See, and Donald, heir to the wicked Carradine family, he starts implementing the "plan" in the face of dramatic events. TB 6661.
Goudge, Elizabeth 

Green dolphin country. 1944. Read by Elizabeth Proud, 30 hours 45 minutes. TB 3334.

An epic of love, courage, and selfless devotion, set in the Channel Islands and New Zealand in the nineteenth century. TB 3334.
Gower, Iris 

A royal ambition. 2001. Read by Di Langford, 5 hours 25 minutes. TB 12642.

King Henry V's beautiful widow, Catherine, is determined to marry Owen Tudor, a Welsh gentleman-at-arms. But her life decisions are not her own, over-shadowed as she is by other, more powerful men who are closer to the Throne. The Duke of Bedford would marry her off to a foreign prince; her son, the King, is a weak child; Henry Beaufort would give his allegiance in exchange for a Cardinal's hat; and the handsome and ambitious Duke of Gloucester, brother of the dead king, openly desires her. TB 12642.
Graves, Robert 

I, Claudius. 1934. Read by George Hagan, 19 hours 30 minutes. TB 797.

A biographical novel about Claudius, covering the years from 10 BC to 41 AD when he was unwillingly made Emperor. TB 797.
Gregory, Philippa 

The other Boleyn girl. 2002. Read by Diana Bishop, 22 hours 45 minutes. TB 12763.

The Boleyn family is keen to rise through the ranks of society, and what better way to attract the attention of the most powerful in the land than to place a beautiful young woman at court? But then the course of English history is irrevocably changed. TB 12763.
Haley, Alex 

Roots. 1977. Read by Marvin Kane, 30 hours. TB 3863.

In 1767, at the age of 16, Kunta Kinte was abducted from West Africa and sold to a Virginian planter. This is the story of his life and that of the six generations who came after him. Unsuitable for family reading. TB 3863.
Harris, Joanne 

Holy fools. 2004. Read by Amanda Thompson, 11 hours 3 minutes. TB 14574.

Set in seventeenth-century France against a backdrop of witch trials, regicide and religious frenzy, this is the story of Juliette, one-time actress and rope-dancer. Forced by circumstances to seek refuge with Fleur, her young daughter, in the remote abbey of Saint Marie-de-la-Mer, Juliette reinvents herself as Soeur Auguste under the tutelage of the kindly Abbess. A new appointment is made, and Juliette's new life begins to unravel. For the new Abbess is Isabelle, the eleven-year-old child of a corrupt and noble family. Worse, Isabelle has brought with her a ghost from Juliette's past, masquerading as a cleric, a man she has every reason to fear. TB 14574.
Harris, Robert 

Pompeii. 2004. 10 hours 45 minutes. TB 15105.

A sweltering week in late August. Where better to enjoy the last days of summer than on the beautiful Bay of Naples? But even as Rome's richest citizens relax in their villas around Pompeii and Herculaneum, there are ominous warnings that something is going wrong. Wells and springs are failing, a man has disappeared, and now the greatest aqueduct in the world - the mighty Aqua Augusta - has suddenly ceased to flow. Through the eyes of four characters - a young engineer, an adolescent girl, a corrupt millionaire and an elderly scientist - the author recreates a luxurious world on the brink of destruction. TB 15105.
Harrod-Eagles, Cynthia 

The founding. 1980. Read by Rosemary Davis, 3 hours 37 minutes. TB 11512. 

Dynasty series; book 1. Robert Morland, more poet than soldier, idolises his proud young bride, Eleanor, ward of the powerful Beaufort family. But she is outraged. Eleanor's consuming secret passion is for Richard, Duke of York, but duty is held supreme and she must obey. Against the turbulent years of the Wars of the Roses, the epic unfolds, a passionate saga of hatred, war and fierce desires. TB 11512.
Heyer, Georgette 

The Conqueror. 1931. Read by Maggie Jones, 15 hours 38 minutes. TB 4909.

The story of the first Norman King of England from his birth as William the Bastard, through his conquest of Normandy and the stormy wooing of Mathilda, to the invasion and seizure of England. TB 4909.
Heyer, Georgette 

Royal escape. 1993. Read by Carol Marsh, 15 hours 25 minutes. TB 9621.

Dispossessed of crown and kingdom, crushed and routed at the grim Battle of Worcester, the young Charles II is forced to flee for his life. Out of the heat of battle, the outlaw king and his tiny party must journey across Cromwell's England to a Channel port, and a ship bound for France. The king though, with his irrepressible humour and unmistakable looks, is no easy man to hide. TB 9621.
Higgins, Jack 

Pay the devil. 2000. Read by John Cormack, 6 hours 22 minutes. TB 12534.

At the end of the American Civil War, Confederate Colonel Clay Fitzgerald escapes to Ireland, where his uncle has left him an estate, only to find that Ireland is caught up in a civil war of its own. The struggle between the wealthy landlords and the impoverished tenant famers is growing in intensity, and having just fought and lost a terrible war, Clay wants to avoid the coming conflict. But after witnessing the atrocities that the landowners visit upon the people, Clay is unable to stand by. Taking the guise of a legendary night-riding outlaw, he joins the fight against the landlords - and wages a rebellion of his own. TB 12534.
Holt, Victoria 

The Queen's confession: a fictional autobiography. 1968. Read by Carol Marsh, 23 hours 20 minutes. TB 1526.

The story of Marie Antoinette, Queen of France, written as an autobiography from the letters and papers which she collected when she realised that disaster threatened. TB 1526.
Holt, Victoria 

My enemy the Queen. 1978. Read by Carol Marsh, 17 hours 30 minutes. TB 3526.

The story of the rivalry between Queen Elizabeth I and her relative, the alluring Lettice Knollys. TB 3526.
Howatch, Susan 

Cashelmara. 1974. Read by Gabriel Woolf, 28 hours. TB 2537.

The home of Lord de Salis, very dear to his heart suffers not only from the great famine but also from the wild life for which his son uses it. The elegant house of the 1860s is to see scenes of nightmare and tragedy. TB 2537.
Humphreys, C C 

The French executioner. 2004. Read by C C Humphreys, 14 hours 42 minutes. TB 13985.

French executioner series; book 1. It is 1536 and the expert swordsman Jean Rombaud has been brought over from France by Henry VIII to behead Anne Boleyn. But on the eve of her execution Rombaud swears a vow to the ill-fated queen. He promises to bury her six-fingered hand, symbol of her rumoured witchery, at a sacred crossroads. Yet in a Europe ravaged by religious war, the hand of this infamous Protestant icon is so powerful that many will kill for it. Contains violence. TB 13985.
Irwin, Margaret 

Young Bess. 1944. Read by Phyllis Boothroyd, 12 hours 9 minutes. TB 1251. 
Elizabeth I series; book 1. The turbulent life of the young Elizabeth from the age of 12 until the death of her brother Edward brings her nearer the throne to which she is finally to succeed. TB 1251.
Jacq, Christian  

Ramses: the son of light. 1999. Read by Stephen Thorne, 9 hours 57 minutes. TB 12628. 

Ramses series; book 1. Ramses II, the most famous of the pharaohs, who reigned for sixty years, is just fourteen years old. His worshipped father, Seti, has built up the most powerful empire in the world. But who will succeed him? Should it be the calculating eldest son, Shaanar, or the passionate Ramses? Unbeknownst to Ramses, Seti sets about teaching him his supreme duty. But will Ramses escape the machinations of his brother? With only three friends to trust and a choice of women to make, these are difficult first years for this celebrated ruler. TB 12628.
Jarman, Rosemary Hawley 

Crown in candlelight. 1978. Read by George Hagan, 21 hours 38 minutes. TB 3332.

The story of Katherine of France, married first to Henry V and then to Owen Tudor, and of the plots and betrayals that surrounded her. TB 3332.
Kaye, M M

Trade wind. 1963. Read by Rosemary Davis, 29 hours 52 minutes. TB 5105.

In the mid-nineteenth century Zanzibar was the last great centre of the slave trade. Into this atmosphere comes Hero Hollis who is on a passionate crusade to stamp out slavery. However, her task proves to be far harder, more violent and complicated than she has ever imagined... TB 5105.
Keneally, Thomas

Blood red, sister rose. 1974. Read by Robert Gladwell, 16 hours 45 minutes. TB 2542.

A vivid interpretation of the story of Joan of Arc, portraying her as a tough radical, an instinctive soldier, a nagging prophet, yet a vulnerable girl. Unsuitable for family reading. TB 2542.
Keyes, Frances Parkinson 

I, the King. 1966. Read by George Hagan, 13 hours 35 minutes. TB 445.

Based on the life of Philip IV of Spain. Brings to life the Court of 17th Century Spain, Philip IV, and the story of the women whose lives were interwoven with his. TB 445.
Laker, Rosalind 

To dance with Kings. 1988. Read by Carol Marsh, 29 hours 50 minutes. TB 7730.

From the unsurpassed magnificence of the Sun King's reign of the bloody violence of the Revolution, the Chateau of Versailles stood as the earthy expression of regal might and opulence. Four women find their lives strangely entwined with the sequence of events that lead from the Palace to the Place de la Revolution - a romance set in one of the most dazzling periods of European history. TB 7730. 
Lofts, Norah 

Pargeters.1984. Read by John Rye and Rosemary Davis, 14 hours 11 minutes. TB 5485.

Two generations of a Royalist family survive in the heart of Cromwell country. The men are away fighting and the women have no news and no protection. Sarah Woodley keeps her household of women and children together until forced into a marriage of convenience. TB 5485.
Lofts, Norah

The king's pleasure. 1970. Read by Peter Cushing, 14 hours. TB 1606.

The story of Katherine of Aragon, her happy years as the wife of Henry VIII and the subsequent break up of the marriage. TB 1606.
McCullough, Colleen 

The first man in Rome. 1990. Read by Rosemary Davis, 47 hours 15 minutes. TB 9128.

Masters of Rome series; book 1. The first of five novels about the Roman republic under Julius Caesar. Contains passages of a sexual nature. TB 9128.
Mahfouz, Naguib 

Palace Walk. 1990. Read by Nigel Graham, 21 hours 59 minutes. TB 9205. 
The Cairo trilogy; book 1. The life of a Muslim family in Cairo during Egypt's occupation by British forces in the early 1900s. Palace Walk is the street that courses between two long disappeared palaces. It is a powerful metaphor for this novel, showing a duality of the characters' lives, at once severe and alluring, in a society moving from tradition to modernity. TB 9205.
Michener, James Albert 

The source. 1965. Read by Anthony Parker, 59 hours 45 minutes. TB 1088.

A novel spanning the ages, from pre-history to 1965, the story of the Holy Land and of those who have worshipped in it. TB 1088.
Miles, Rosalind 

I, Elizabeth. 1994. Read by Jacqueline King, 28 hours 39 minutes. TB 10680.

Elizabeth was a powerful and hypnotic figure, torn between flirtatiousness and tyranny. History regards her as one of England's most powerful and enigmatic rulers, yet how did Elizabeth see herself? Rosalind Miles boldly recreates the private and public life of the 'Virgin Queen'. TB 10680.
Mitchison, Naomi 

Sea-green ribbons. 1991. Read by Judith Whale, 3 hours 49 minutes. TB 8587.

Set in Cromwell's time: Sarah, a young printer, is led towards a new world. TB 8587.
Moggach, Deborah 

Tulip fever. 1999. Read by Joan Walker, 6 hours 28 minutes. TB 12011.

The story of sexual betrayal and human failings in seventeenth century Amsterdam, as the characters move inexorably towards a grand deception and a tragic climax. Contains passages of a sexual nature. TB 12011.
Oldfield, Pamela 

Sweet Sally Lunn. 1990. Read by Frances Jeater, 10 hours 55 minutes. TB 8507.

Love, passion, danger and sheer tenacity in a fictionalised account of the life of the real Sally Lunn, famous for her coffee-house in early eighteenth-century Bath. TB 8507.
Pargeter, Edith 

A bloody field by Shrewsbury. 2002. Read by Stephen Thorne, 12 hours 45 minutes. TB 12911.

1399: Henry Bolingbrook returns to claim his rights and deposes the king to become Henry IV of England. He is aided by the powerful lords of Northumberland, especially by Harry Percy. Although Henry's son, Prince Hal, is the nominal Prince of Wales, the Welsh have a prince of their own in Owen Glendower and they are swift to rally to his rebellious call to arms. The three Henries all wish to see the House of Lancaster succeed, but their partnership holds the seeds of its own destruction. The spectre of Richard holds sway beyond the grave and the memory of past crimes causes a dangerous rift. TB 12911.
Parkinson, C Northcote

The life and times of Horatio Hornblower. 1996. Read by Peter Wickham, 10 hours 7 minutes. TB 10963.

Horatio Hornblower was the central character in C.S. Forester's series of novels set in the age of fighting sail. In this fictional biography of Hornblower, the author chronicles his rise to eminence of the Navy officer and evokes life at sea in a British man o'war during the Napoleonic period. TB 10963.
Patterson, James 

The jester. 2003. Read by Neil Dickson, 12 hours 55 minutes. TB 14030.

Arriving home disillusioned from the Crusades, Hugh DeLuc discovers that his village has been ransacked and his wife abducted. The dark riders came in the dead of night like devils. Nothing is known of their identity, only that they search for a relic worth more than any throne in Europe. No man has been able to stand in their way until Hugh, taking on the role of a jester, infiltrates the enemy’s castle. And when a man is fighting for freedom, for his wife, and for everything he holds dear, he will prove a formidable opponent. Contains violence. TB14030.
Paver, Michelle 

The shadow catcher. Read by Anna Bentinck, 15 hours 15 minutes. TB 13209. 

Daughter of Eden series; book 1. Tainted by the discovery that she is illegitimate, and plunged into poverty, in desperation Madeleine marries a wealthy cousin of her father's, and finds herself back at the old family estate of Eden in the hills of Jamaica. But Eden is a place of dreams, magic and madness. TB 13209.
Pears, Iain 

The dream of Scipio. 2002. Read by Nick Rawlinson, 17 hours 2 minutes. TB 13869.

Set in Provence at three different critical moments of Western Civilization - the collapse of the Roman Empire in the fifth century, the Black Death in the fourteenth century, and World War II in the twentieth century, this novel follows the fortunes of three men: Manlius Hippomanes a Gallic aristocrat obsessed with the preservation of Roman civilisation, Oliver de Noyen a poet and Julian Bareuve an intellectual who joins the Vichy government. TB 13869.
Plaidy, Jean 

Katharine, the virgin widow. 2006. Read by Candida Gubbins, 9 hours 4 minutes. TB 14543. 

Katharine of Aragon trilogy; book 1. Sequel to: Uneasy lies the head. The young Spanish widow, Katharine of Aragon, has become the pawn between two powerful monarchies. After less than a year as the wife of the frail Prince Arthur, the question of whether the marriage was ever consummated will decide both her fate and England's. But whilst England and Spain dispute her dowry, in the wings awaits her unexpected escape from poverty: Henry, Arthur's younger, more handsome brother - the future King of England. He alone has the power to restore her position, but at what sacrifice? TB 14543.
Plaidy, Jean 

The Bastard King. 1974. Read by Peter Barker, 14 hours. TB 3129. 

Norman trilogy; book 1. William was the result of a love affair between the son of a duke and the daughter of a tanner; and the fact that he was a bastard overshadowed his early life until the day came when he was proud of the title. TB 3129.
Plaidy, Jean 

Myself my enemy (Henrietta Maria). 1984. Read by Rosalind Shanks, 16 hours 55 minutes. TB 11163. 

Queens of England series; book 1. Henrietta Marie, daughter of the murdered King Henry, grew up in a court of intrigue, constantly on the verge of conflict. Her marriage to Charles I, at first overshadowed by the malevolent Buckingham, was to grow from stormy beginnings into one of the greatest love stories of all time. Fiercely loyal in love, impetuously ruthless in hatred, the Queen stood devotedly beside her husband in his tragic progress towards Civil War, unaware that his destiny lay on the executioner's block. TB 11163.
Plowman, Stephanie 

The leaping song. 1976. Read by John Richmond, 11 hours 5 minutes. TB 3059.

Growing up in Greece in the 5th century BC, Theron is aware of the threat from the Persians in the East and, after inadequate help from the Spartans on land, helps to defend his beloved Athens at sea. TB 3059.
Plunkett, James 

Strumpet city. 1969. Read by Robert Gladwell, 21 hours 19 minutes. TB 932.

An astonishing book, reminiscent of the novels of Dickens, of life in Dublin between the years 1907 and 1914, in which the reader becomes completely involved. TB 932.
Pressfield, Steven 

Gates of fire: an epic novel of the Battle of Thermopylae. 1999. Read by Michael Tudor Barnes, 16 hours 20 minutes. TB 12823.

Set in Ancient Greece, and based on the true story of the Battle of Themopylae in 480 BC. This is the story of Xeones, the only survivor of 300 Spartan warriors ordered to delay for as long as possible the million-strong invading army of King Xerxes of Persia. TB 12823.
Renault, Mary 

Fire from heaven. 1970. Read by George Hagan, 17 hours 50 minutes. TB 1388. 

Alexander the Great series; book 1. The story of Alexander the Great from childhood to the age of 20, when he succeeded his murdered father. TB 1388.
Renault, Mary 

The king must die. 1958. Read by Simon Vance, 13 hours 49 minutes. TB 4743. 

Theseus series; book 1. Theseus grows up in Troizen believing that he was fathered by a god. On his seventeenth birthday he discovers that his father was King of Eleusis. He sets off to claim the Eleusisian throne, launching himself into a world dominated by the House of Minos whose monstrous Minotaur strikes terror into the hearts of all... TB 4743.
Renault, Mary 

The praise singer. 1978. Read by Malcolm Ruthven, 10 hours 53 minutes. TB 3496.

The life of the bard Simonides who lived in Greece in the sixth century B.C. - the time of the tyrants, the Persian Wars, and a great flowering of the arts. TB 3496.

Rutherfurd, Edward 

London: the novel. 1997. Read by Alistair Maydon, 23 hours 8 minutes. TB 11572.

This saga follows the River Thames as it flows through the heart of London - from the days of the Romans, through sixteen centuries to the Victorian engineers, all the way to the dockland development today. Through the lives and adventures of memorable characters - a Roman coin forger; an inn-keeper in Chaucer's day; the actors in Shakespeare's Globe Theatre; and little Lucy, living by Dickens' muddy Thames - we watch London grow from its first beginnings, and become part of the pageant that flows on today. TB 11572.
Rutherfurd, Edward 

Sarum. 1987. Read by Elizabeth de Silva, 57 hours 54 minutes. TB 6937.

The word Sarum was originally the mistaken version of the abbreviation for Salisbury made by a medieval scribe. The name stuck and in this story of the city and of five families who lived there runs ten thousand years of English history, from the Ice Age to the present day. Built in a natural bowl where five rivers run together, it is one of the oldest and evocative places in the British Isles. TB 6937.
Scott, Walter 

Rob Roy. 1817. Read by James Cairncross, 19 hours 40 minutes. TB 4724.

During the Jacobite rising of 1715, Francis Osbaldistone, son of a rich London merchant, on refusing to adopt his father's profession, is banished to Osbaldistone Hall in the north of England home of his uncle. His hard-drinking uncle has six boorish sons, including Rashleigh who is a malignant plotter and has had designs on his noble-minded cousin, Diana. When Diana falls in love with Francis, Rashleigh sets out to destroy him. TB 4724.
Seton, Anya 

Katherine. 1984. Read by David Broomfield, 28 hours. TB 149.

The story of the love of Katherine for John of Gaunt in the exciting times of fourteenth-century England. TB 149.
Seton, Anya 

The mistletoe and the sword. 1974. Read by Jon Cartwright, 7 hours 15 minutes. TB 10386.

By AD 60, over 100 years after Julius Caesar failed to conquer the country, the Romans have managed to impose their will over much of Southern Britain, but then revolt breaks out led by Boadicea, Queen of the Iceni. A savage, finally disastrous struggle of invaded against invader is seen through the eyes of Quentus, a young Roman soldier and Regan, foster daughter of the Iceni Queen, the action taking place against a background of primitive British settlements and Roman roads, camps and cities. TB 10386.
Shaw, Marguerite 

We shall sing again. 1990. Read by Richard Derrington, 10 hours. TB 12536.

A violent explosion in a Welsh colliery in 1890 has long lasting effects on the lives of a valley community. This story spans the years from 1890 to 1914 and is told through the eyes of Robbie the son of Daniel Watkins whose family life was changed by the disaster that day. This is the story of life in a South Wales Valley at the turn of the century; the joys and sorrows, the school parties, the Sunday school outings and the local Eisteddfodau. It finishes just as the First World War is about change the lives of this valley community once again. TB 12536.
Smith, Wilbur 

River god. 1993. Read by Jon Cartwright, 24 hours 21 minutes. TB 9776. 

Pharoah's loyal subjects gather in Thebes for the festival of Osiris, and pay homage to their leader, but Taita, a wise and formidably gifted eunuch slave sees him as a symbol of fading glory. Taita and his proteges, Lostris, daughter of Lord Intef, and Tanus, a young army officer share a dream of restoring the majesty of the Pharoah of Pharoahs on the banks of the Nile. Contains violence. TB 9776.
Spence, Alan 

The pure land. 2006. Read by Robbie MacNab, 13 hours 4 minutes. TB 14760.

The year is 1858. Thomas Glover if a gutsy eighteen-year-old who grasps the chance of escape to foreign lands and takes a posting as a trader in Japan. Within ten years he amasses a great fortune, learns the ways of the samurai, and, on the other side of the law, brings about the overthrow of the Shogun. Contains strong language. TB 14760.
Stewart, Mary 

The crystal cave. 1970. Read by George Hagan, 17 hours 47 minutes. TB 1584. 

Merlin and Arthur series; book 1. The story of Merlin the Enchanter, his life in fifth-century Britain, his visions and final hopes for Arthur. TB 1584.
Stewart, Mary

The prince and the pilgrim. 1995. Read by Richard Mitchley, 7 hours 2 minutes. TB 10768.

Alexander, nephew of the murderous King March of Cornwall, sets out on a journey to Camelot in search of justice. But his path leads him to Morgan le Fay, the evil focus of opposition to the High King Arthur. Alice has always accompanied her widowed father on pilgrimages, but on this journey they find themselves carrying a young fugitive overseas to safety. With him goes a precious cup, which brings the prince and the pilgrim together to find what they were really seeking: love. TB 10768.
Stirling, Jessica 

The spoiled earth: a novel. 1974. Read by Stanley Pritchard, 16 hours 15 minutes. TB 2538. 

Stalker family series; book 1. In 1875 a pit disaster in a Lanarkshire mine kills 118 men of the village in Blacklaw. The Stalker family, although badly affected, struggles on to make a new life. TB 2538.
Thompson, E V 

Cry once alone. 1984. Read by George Hagan, 21 hours 47 minutes. TB 8040.

Texas in 1838 is a wild and lawless country and Adam Rashleigh, sent out there by Lord Palmerston on a secret mission to assess the prospects for the survival of the infant Texan Republic, is drawn into the lives and problems of the Cherokee. Among them he finds a love for which he is prepared to risk everything, even his mission. TB 8040.
Thompson, E V

The dream traders. 1983. Read by Joanna Mackie, 15 hours 8 minutes. TB 7540.

In the 1830's the Chinese opium trade was a maelstrom of greed, intrigue and misery. It was the way to power and wealth for the men who traded in drug-steeped dreams and it spawned conflict that would change the course of Asia's history. Luke Trewarne is a young Cornishman who comes to China to make his fortune but he falls in love with the country - and a beautiful Chinese water gypsy. Unsuitable for family reading. TB 7540.
Thubron, Colin 

Emperor. Read by Michael Tudor Barnes, 7 hours 36 minutes. TB 8257.

Written in the form of extracts from his own journal and letters, "Emperor" recounts the life of the Roman Emperor Constantine in AD 312 as he crosses the Alps to take Rome from the tyrant Maxentius. It summons up the Roman world of two thousand years ago, the everyday life of soldiers on campaign and the intrigues at court. But it is also the story of a man's loss of faith in God and in human love. TB 8257.
Tranter, Nigel 

The Bruce trilogy. 1996. Read by Robbie MacNab, 16 hours 19 minutes. TB 11164. 

Robert the Bruce series; book 1. With the help of William Wallace, Robert the Bruce fought heroically in the Wars of Independence, which hammered Scotland into the dust until only the enduring idea of freedom remained to her. TB 11164.
Tranter, Nigel 

The Montrose omnibus. Book 1. The young Montrose.  1987. Read by Jonathan Hackett, 20 hours 18 minutes. TB 11212.

James Graham, Marquis of Montrose, is a noble figure in Scottish history. In this novel, Nigel Tranter tells the fascinating yet desperate story of this gallant nobleman from the initial snub he received from Charles I, the monarch he was to devote his life to serving, through his reluctant involvement in national affairs, to intrigue, violence, treachery, and battle. TB 11212.
Tranter, Nigel 

The wisest fool: a novel of James the Sixth and First. 1974. Read by Richard Earthy, 23 hours 24 minutes. TB 4368.

A novel about James VI and I who, though neither noble nor heroic, was shrewd enough to reign for 58 years, survive countless plots and never get involved in a war. TB 4368.
Tremain, Rose 

Restoration. 1989. Read by Peter Wickham, 13 hours 51 minutes. TB 8036.

Robert Merivel, a student of Anatomy is removed from his studies and thrust into the charmed circle of the Court of Charles II. His revels within this "paradise" are short lived as he falls in love with the King's wife. Merivel finds refuge with his Quaker friend, Pearce, who works with the insane of the "New Bedlam". At the same time he tries to cure himself of the madness of obsessional love. TB 8036.
Trollope, Joanna 

The steps of the sun. 1983. Read by Norma West, 9 hours. TB 5904.

Matthew Paget is still recovering from an over-enthusiastic celebration of Queen Victoria's birthday when Hendon Bashford, disreputable son of a rich South African family, joins him for breakfast. The results of their fiery encounter have consequences 1,000 miles and a war away. A story of two families - one British, the other South African - on the brink of a new age, the 20th century. TB 5904.
Wood, Valerie 

The hungry tide. 1993. Read by Rosemary Davis, 19 hours 38 minutes. TB 10563.

Will and Maria Foster lived in the slums of Hull at the turn of the eighteenth century. Will, a whaler, was crippled for life when tragedy struck, and John Rayner - nephew of the owner of the whaling fleet - came to the rescue by offering them work and a home on the family estate. There, Will's third child was born - Sarah, a bright and beautiful girl. As John Rayner fell increasingly in love with her despite the hopeless gulf of social standing between them, their love story was played out to its final climax. TB 10563.
Yerby, Frank 

Goat song: a novel of ancient Greece. 1968. Read by George Hagan, 20 hours 45 minutes. TB 958.

The story of Ariston, a young Spartan, captured and delivered to slavery and prostitution in Athens. Unsuitable for family reading. TB 958.
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