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Ahern, Cecelia

The book of tomorrow. 2009. Read by Alison Coffey, 8 hours 24 minutes. TB 17104.

Born into a family of wealth, Tamara Goodwin had always had everything she wanted. But then suddenly her dad is gone and life for Tamara and her mother changes forever. Left with a mountain of debt, they have no choice but to move in with Tamara's uncle and aunt. Tamara is lonely and longs to return to Dublin. When a travelling library passes through, Tamara is intrigued. She needs a distraction. TB 17104.

Ali, Monica

In the kitchen. 2009. Read by Abigail Hollick, 17 hours 27 minutes. TB 17186.

At the once-splendid Imperial Hotel, executive chef Gabriel Lightfoot is trying to run a tight kitchen. But his integrity, to say nothing of his sanity, is under constant challenge from the competing demands of an exuberantly multinational staff. Despite the pressures, all his hard work looks set to pay off. Until the discovery of a porter's dead body in the kitchen appears to tip the scales. Contains strong language. TB 17186.

Amidon, Stephen

Security. 2010. Read by Jeff Harding, 9 hours 35 minutes. TB 17997.

Everything is neat and peaceful in Stoneleigh. Bad things don't often happen, and when they do, the residents trust the forces of law and order to deal with them efficiently and with minimum fuss. But appearances can be misleading. It takes just one crime - a disturbing allegation of sexual assault - to blast through the veneer of mutual trust, to expose a hotbed of suspicion and paranoia. Suddenly politicians, businessmen, mothers and students all seem to care less about the truth, than they do about the illusion of personal and public security. TB 17997.

Amis, Kingsley

Stanley and the women. 1984. Read by Christopher Saul, 9 hours 12 minutes. TB 5552.

Stanley Duke is comfortably settled into early middle-age with a well-paid job and an apparently happy second marriage when Steve, his son by his first wife, begins to show the first signs of schizophrenia. As Steve's condition deteriorates, both father and son fall into the clutches of women, especially the female psychiatrist in charge of the boy's case, and the situation exposes the true nature of the women in Stanley's life. TB 5552.

Amis, Martin

Money: a suicide note. 1984. Read by Robert Ashby, 16 hours 44 minutes. TB 5451.

The year is 1981, a year of royalty and riots, bunting and barricades; high-life and low-life in London and Manhattan. John Self's interests - drink, money and pornography - do not always fulfil their promise and he is beginning to discover what a bad time you can have while pursuing pleasure. TB 5451.

Asher, Jane

The question. 1999. Read by Charlotte Strevens, 8 hours 52 minutes. TB 14219.

It all starts with a chance remark on the telephone, just a casual conversation, but it leads Eleanor Hamilton to an appalling and deeply disturbing discovery: John, her husband of twenty years, has been leading a double life - a life of unbelievable duplicity. Feelings of jealousy, anger and confusion follow, driving Eleanor to extraordinary limits. Only one thing is clear: she wants revenge, for the mockery John has made of her existence and for the happiness that she has missed. Then fate intervenes in the shape of a terrible accident. TB 14219.

Atwood, Margaret

Lady oracle. 1982. Read by Pauline Munro, 11 hours 13 minutes. TB 5132.

"I planned my death carefully; unlike my life, which meandered along from one thing to another despite my feeble attempts to control it." The irrepressible Joan Foster blunders from one adventure to another, each crisis more lurid than the last while she is always hilarious and always a survivor - if only just. TB 5132.

Bainbridge, Beryl

The birthday boys. 1991. Read by Multiple narrators, 5 hours 35 minutes. TB 10214.

In this imaginative novel, Beryl Bainbridge has seemingly penetrated the minds of Captain Scott and the four men he led to their deaths in Antarctica in 1912. She writes of the hideous deprivations so boldly endured; the personality clashes; the astounding beauty of the Antarctic landscape and the chilling interior landscapes of damaged souls. TB 10214.
Banks, Iain

Transition. 2009. Read by Peter Kenny, 13 hours 25 minutes. TB 17398.

A world that hangs suspended between triumph and catastrophe, between the dismantling of the Wall and the fall of the Twin Towers, frozen in the shadow of suicide terrorism and global financial collapse, such a world requires a firm hand and a guiding light. But does it need the Concern: an all-powerful organisation with a malevolent presiding genius, pervasive influence and numberless invisible operatives in possession of extraordinary powers? Contains strong language and passages of a sexual nature. TB 17398.

Banks, Lynne Reid

The L-shaped room. 1960. Read by Ann Evans, 11 hours 27 minutes. TB 4034. 
Part of the early sixties new wave of realism, this is the first of a series of novels about a girl, pregnant and unmarried in this story, coping with life in the raw in her "L-shaped room". TB 4034.
Barker, Nicola

Darkmans. 2007. Read by Mark Elstob, 27 hours 15 minutes. TB 15826.

'Darkmans' is a very modern book, set in Ashford (a ridiculously modern town), about two very old-fashioned subjects: love and jealousy. It's also a book about invasion, obsession, displacement and possession, about comedy, art, prescription drugs and chiropody. And the main character? The past, which creeps up on the present and whispers something quite dark - quite unspeakable - into its ear. Contains strong language and passages of a sexual nature. TB 15826.

Barnes, Julian

Metroland. 1980. Read by Peter Barker, 6 hours 27 minutes. TB 3691.

We meet Chris in three stages of his life - schoolboy in London, adolescent in Paris, and 30-year-old husband and father. TB 3691.

Barry, Brunonia

The lace reader. 2010. Read by Laurel Lefkow, 12 hours 29 minutes. TB 17466.

The Whitney women of Salem, Massachusetts are renowned for reading the future in the patterns of lace. But the future doesn't always bring good news -- as Towner Whitney knows all too well. When she was just fifteen her gift sent her whole world crashing to pieces. She predicted -- and then witnessed -- something so horrific that she vowed never to read lace again, and fled her home and family for good. Contains strong language, violence and passages of a sexual nature. TB 17466.
Barry, Sebastian

The secret scripture. 2008. Read by Stephen Hogan, 10 hours 43 minutes. TB 16056.

Roseanne McNulty faces an uncertain future, as the Roscommon Regional Mental hospital where she's spent the best part of her adult life prepares for closure. Over the weeks leading up to this upheaval, she talks often with her psychiatrist Dr Grene, and their relationship intensifies and complicates. Refracted through the haze of memory and retelling, Roseanne's story becomes an alternative, secret history of Ireland's changing character and the story of a life blighted by terrible mistreatment and ignorance, and yet marked still by love and passion and hope. TB 16056.
Bates, H E

My uncle Silas. 1991. Read by Richard Pearce, 3 hours 38 minutes. TB 9782.

Lovable Uncle Silas is a devilish, drink-loving countryman, with a penchant for practical jokes, fine food and sharp tongued women. Based on Bates's fond memories of his own great uncle, and seen through the eyes of a young boy entranced by the old man's crusty charm, these stories evoke the gentle English country life of the 1920's and 1930's. TB 9782.
Bawden, Nina

A nice change. 1999. Read by Carole Boyd, 7 hours 10 minutes. TB 12816.

The Hotel Parthenon in Greece is the setting for a holiday of sorts for this memorable cast of British abroad where the most unlikely people fall in and out of love, and where everyone harbours a secret desire. TB 12816.
Beckett, Samuel

Molloy. 2003. Read by Multiple Narrators, 8 hours 41 minutes. TB 13920. 
Molloy is divided into two sections. In the first section, Molloy goes in search of his mother. In the second, he is pursued by Moran, a private detective. Spoken in the first person, the novel raises the questions of being and aloneness that marks so much of Beckett's work. Molloy was written as a separate novel, but is often regarded as the first part of the Beckett trilogy, followed by Malone Dies and The Unnamable. TB 13920.
Bellow, Saul

The victim: a novel. 1984. Read by David Sinclair, 10 hours 1 minutes. TB 5721.

A novel full of human sympathy, wit and humour, surprisingly as it takes as its subject the persecution of Jews and theirs of the Gentiles. Leventhal is a natural victim; a man uncertain of himself, never free from the nagging suspicion that the other guy may be right. So when he meets a down-at-heel stranger in the park one day and finds himself being accused of ruining the man's life, he half believes it. TB 5721.
Bennett, Ronan

The catastrophist. 1998. Read by Sean Barrett, 9 hours 10 minutes. TB 12508.

James Gillespie, an Irish writer, goes to the Congo in 1962, in pursuit of an Italian woman. What follows tells of the ebb and flow of their passion, the terrible collapse of the colonial regime, the murder of the African leader and general descent into unholy chaos. Contains violence, strong language and passages of a sexual nature. TB 12508.

Berridge, Elizabeth

Rose under glass. 1985. Read by Rosalind Shanks, 10 hours 35 minutes. TB 7234.

The setting is London in the late 1950s. Penelope Hinton has been widowed, suddenly: her husband, an artist, has been run over. She needs time and understanding to develop an identity of her own rather than as half of something that no longer exists - a story that deals with the problems of loneliness and isolation with a gentle insight and humour. TB 7234.
Binchy, Maeve

Tara Road. 1998. Read by Kate Binchy, 18 hours 21 minutes. TB 11765.

Ria Lynch and Marilyn Vine have never met. Ria lives in a big ramshackle house in Tara Road, Dublin, which is filled with family and friends, while Marilyn lives in New England, absorbed in her career. A chance 'phone call brings them together and they decide to exchange homes. During that magical summer they find themselves borrowing something of each other's lives, until a story which began with loss and suffering grows into a story of discovery, unexpected friendships and new hope. TB 11765.
Bingham, Charlotte
The enchanted. 2009. Read by Stephanie Cole, 14 hours 5 minutes. TB 17380.

When Kathleen finds a mare in foal, despite the fact that she and her father can barely afford to feed her, they take her in. Tragically the mare dies, leaving an orphan that they name The Enchanted. As the young horse grows up among Ireland's lush pastures, Kathleen loses her heart to him. But as Kathleen has always feared The Enchanted must be sold. TB 17380.
Boyd, William

Any human heart. 2009. Read by Robert Portal, 16 hours 45 minutes. TB 18127.

Through the intimate journals of Logan Mountstuart we travel from Uruguay to Oxford, on to Paris, the Bahamas, New York and West Africa, and meet his three wives, his family, his friends and colleagues, his rivals, enemies and lovers, including notables such as the Duke and Duchess of Windsor, Ernest Hemingway and Virginia Woolf. Contains strong language, violence and passages of a sexual nature. TB 18127.
Boyle, T Coraghessan

The women. 2009. Read by Michael Fitzpatrick, 19 hours 31 minutes. TB 17066.

Taliesen is the home of the celebrated architect Frank Lloyd Wright. His messy private life is a considerable source of interest and scandal along with his massive artistic achievements. His first wife, Kitty, lives in a world of her own, persuading herself that his other amours are transitory. Then there is his mistress, the passionate and strong-willed Mamah. And there is his deranged second wife, Miriam. And if this weren't enough of a powder keg, also stirred into the heady brew is Oglivanna, a Serbian immigrant, who shares most closely the turbulence and terror of the architect's jumbled private life. Contains strong language. TB 17066.

Boylan, Clare

Last resorts. 1986. Read by Kate Moon, 7 hours 58 minutes. TB 7166.

Harriet has brought up her three children alone, watching them change from trusting tots into unpredictable, rage-driven egomaniacs. She has forced herself to take a succession of lovers while all the time she longs for an ordinary life. Each year she goes off to Greece with her children and her easel ... but this year turns out to be a bit different. A warm and funny story alive with character and truth. TB 7166.
Bradbury, Malcolm

The history man. 1975. Read by Malcolm Ruthven, 10 hours 45 minutes. TB 2936.

Set in Watermouth University, this is the story of Barbara and Howard Kirk, their very modern marriage and their equally radical politics. It captures the complexities of academic life, from tedious meetings and work-place machinations, to corruption and disruption at the highest levels. TB 2936.

Brittain, Vera

The dark tide. 2009. Read by Clare Higgins, 7 hours 36 minutes. TB 17239. 

Daphne Lethbridge is back at Oxford after a year of war work. She hooks up with old friends and makes new ones quickly. Someone she cannot warm to, however, is her cynical contemporary Virginia Dawson. Things come to a head when the girls' joint tutor, Mr Sylvester, asks Virginia to marry him. She spurns him and he, determined to revenge himself upon Virginia, asks Daphne to marry him later the same day. Desperately in love with Mr Sylvester, she agrees on the spot. As her new husband belittles her she turns at last to her old rival, Virginia, and the two slowly forge a loyal friendship. TB 17239.

Brookner, Anita

A misalliance. 1986. Read by Judith Whale, 6 hours 57 minutes. TB 6907.

Just as some women turn in their loneliness to drink, food or shop lifting, Blanche notes with some irony that she has turned to flirtations with other lives, to good works and to uplifting pastimes now that her husband, Bertie, has defected to a capricious, childishly demanding computer expert called Mouse. Elinor is an unnaturally grave three year old who sits mute in the local hospital where Blanche does voluntary work and she feels drawn to the child. TB 6907.
Brown, George Douglas

The house with the green shutters. 1996. Read by Crawford Logan, 10 hours. TB 13680.

Gourlay, the successful, domineering and powerful local businessman, looks down on the local people both physically and metaphorically from the house he has built on the hill overlooking the village. 'The House With the Green Shutters' is the story of his downfall, which is set in motion by the arrival of the affable yet corrupt and self-seeking Wilson, who gradually squeezes Gourlay out of one thing after another. Outwardly a symbol of order and control, the house with the green shutters is chaotic within; at its centre is a vacuum - 'the gaping place where the warmth should have been' - around which swirls a maelstrom of anger, hatred and resentment. TB 13680.

Buchan, Elizabeth
That certain age. 2005. Read by Joanna David, 10 hours 3 minutes. TB 15970.

Siena, a 21st century woman, has so far managed to avoid the tick of the biological clock – her high-powered career as a stylist, making over a succession of tired, fraught housewives, has given her a horror of the toll a family can take on a woman. Without children she can control her own wonderful, ordered life. Only thing is, her husband Charlie longs for a baby. In 1959, Barbara is married to Ryder, an airline pilot, for twenty-four years. Her life revolves around her house and family and she is happy that it is that way. Then, she meets the young and brilliant Alexander who tells her that she has a mind and a life of her own. And, to her astonishment, Barbara is seduced into a different way of thinking. TB 15970.
Burroughs, William

Naked lunch: the restored text. 2009. Read by Jeff Harding, 11 hours 17 minutes. TB 16943.

Told by an Ivy League-educated narcotics addict, Naked Lunch juxtaposes two journeys: the narrator's physical progress from America to North Africa, via Mexico, and a terrifying descent into his own altered consciousness. In this "Interzone", loosely based on Burroughs' temporary home Tangier, sex, drugs and murder are the most basic of commodities, and the basest desires have become completely banal. Contains strong language and passages of a sexual nature. TB 16943.

Byatt, A S

The children's book. 2009. Read by Judy Franklin, 32 hours 56 minutes. TB 16724.

Olive Wellwood, a famous writer, writes for each of her children a separate private book, bound in different colours and placed on a shelf. In their rambling house near Romney Marsh the children play in a story-book world - but their lives, and those of their rich cousins, children of a city stockbroker, and their friends, the son and daughter of a curator at the new Victoria and Albert Museum, are already inscribed with mystery. Contains strong language. TB 16724.

Caldwell, Taylor
The man who listens. 1961. Read by Stanley Pritchard, 8 hours 25 minutes. TB 1893.

A kindly man built, as his last act on earth, a room to which anyone could come who needed to talk about their troubles; here, at last, was someone who had time to listen - a rare quality in the world today. TB 1893.
Camus, Albert

The plague. 2002. Read by Steve Hodson, 11 hours 6 minutes. TB 13857.

The townspeople of Oran are in the grip of a deadly plague, which condemns its victims to a swift and horrifying death. Fear, isolation and claustrophobia follow as they are forced into quarantine, each responding in their own way to the lethal bacillus: some resign themselves to fate, some seek blame and a few, like Dr Rieus, resist the terror. TB 13857.

Carey, Peter

Parrot and Olivier in America. 2010. Read by Gordon Griffin, Read by Jonathan Keeble, 14 hours 58 minutes. TB 17385.

Olivier is a French aristocrat, the traumatized child of survivors of the Revolution. Parrot the son of an itinerant printer who always wanted to be an artist but has ended up a servant. Born on different sides of history, their lives will be brought together by their travels in America. When Olivier sets sail for the New World, ostensibly to study its prisons but in reality to save his neck from one more revolution - Parrot is sent with him, as spy, protector, foe and foil. Contains strong language. TB 17385.

Carr, J L

A month in the country. 1980. Read by Peter Billingsley, 3 hours 43 minutes. TB 4015.

In 1920 a war survivor spends a month in the quiet of the English countryside. With the help of his new friend, Moon, also a veteran, and the sacred wall painting they are working to uncover in the church, he rediscovers the rhythms of life past and present. TB 4015.
Carter, Angela

The magic toyshop. 1967. Read by Anne White, 7 hours 36 minutes. TB 4749.

Melanie is wrenched away from rural comfort when her parents die, and goes to live with distant London relations. Uncle Philip with his blank, loveless eyes broods over all those who live in the Magic Toyshop: dumb Aunt Margaret, gentle Francis and the red-haired, mysterious Finn. Fantasies, sexual and otherwise, merge with reality. TB 4749.

Chatwin, Bruce

Utz. 1988. Read by Jonathan Oliver, 3 hours 47 minutes. TB 7523.

Kaspar Utz found a refuge from the horrors of the 20th century in his collection of Meissen porcelain: compared with the exquisite reality of his figurines, the Gestapo and the Secret Police were as "creatures of tinsel". Being one-quarter Jewish, he nursed a qualm that art-collection was a kind of idolatry and that this blasphemy was what made Jews so good at it. From his flat he could see the tomb of Rabbi Loew, standing as a mute warning to him. TB 7523.
Cheek, Mavis

Pause between acts. 2009. Read by Kim Hicks, 7 hours 51 minutes. TB 17218.

A portrayal of a divorcee's choice to live alone in happy seclusion which verges on the unreal when she fabricates friendships to protect herself. A chance meeting throws her into the confusion of a sexual comedy of errors which is far removed from the existence she envisaged. TB 17218.
Chesterton, G K

The Napoleon of Notting Hill. 1904. Read by Stephen Jack, 6 hours 17 minutes. TB 3173.

Picture a London in the future where democracy is dead. A little government minister is made King. The boroughs are suddenly declared separate kingdoms with their own city guard, banner and gathering cry and the capital is plunged into a strange type medieval warfare. Then Notting Hill declares its independence. TB 3173.
Coe, Jonathan

The rotters' club. 2004. Read by Colin Buchanan, 12 hours 35 minutes. TB 13682.

This novel is set in the 1970s against a distant backdrop of strikes, terrorist attacks and growing racial tension. A group of young friends inherit the editorship of their school magazine and begin to put their own distinctive spin on to events in the wider world. A zestful comedy of personal and social upheaval, the novel captures a fateful moment in British politics - the collapse of 'Old Labour' - and imagines its impact on the topsy-turvy world of the bemused teenager: a world in which a lost pair of swimming trunks can be just as devastating as an IRA bomb. Contains strong language. TB 13682.

Coetzee, J M

Disgrace. 1999. Read by Anton Blake, 7 hours 21 minutes. TB 11944.

A divorced, middle-aged professor finds himself increasingly unable to resist affairs with his female students. When discovered by the college authorities he is expected to apologise to save his job, but instead he refuses and resigns, retiring to live with his daughter on her remote farm. Contains passages of a sexual nature. TB 11944.

Colin, Beatrice

The luminous life of Lilly Aphrodite. 2009. Read by Jilly Bond, 13 hours 48 minutes. TB 17101.

Transformed from maid to war bride via tingle-tangle nightclub girl, illegitimate, orphaned daughter of a cabaret dancer, Lilly Nelly Aphrodite lands in the heart of the glamorous motion picture world and quickly becomes one of Germany's leading silent film stars. But when she falls in love with a Russian director, she has no idea that the affair will span decades, cross continents and may ultimately cost her everything. TB 17101.
Collins, Wilkie

Poor Miss Finch. 2000. Read by Diana Bishop, 17 hours 28 minutes. TB 12812.

This story about a blind girl, Lucilla Finch, and the identical twins who fall in love with her, overturns conventional expectations of nineteenth century realist fiction, through the deployment of myth and fairy-tale, and by taking a blind person as the central character. Exploring the idea of blindness and its implications, Collins's presentation of the difficulties, disappointments and occasional delights which follow the recovery of sight by someone blind since birth, is regarded as one of the best in fiction. TB 12812.
Conrad, Joseph

The secret agent: a simple tale. 1907. Read by Robin Holmes, 12 hours. TB 569.

An anarchist bomb plot fails through a woman's protective love for her simple-minded young brother. TB 569.
Courtenay, Bryce

Whitethorn. 2005. Read by Merv Smith, 23 hours 17 minutes. TB 15216.

In 1939 white South Africa is a deeply divided nation. A young boy finds his differences mark him as an outsider in his new life in a remote orphanage. Like the whitethorn, one of Africa's most enduring plants, he learns how to survive. Then a terrible event sends him on a journey to ensure that justice is done. TB 15216.
Cox, Josephine

Divorced and deadly. 2009. Read by Alex Dunbar, 4 hours 24 minutes. TB 17099.

After years spent with 'the dreaded Laura' Ben is finally free! A new divorcee he can't wait to get back in the game and sets about writing a list of all the things he has to do: NOT sign up to the gym, smoke cigar, NOT contact Laura and that includes hiding in the bushes to spy on her , play the field! As Ben enters the world of singledom with his sidekick Dickie Manse (brains-in-his-pants), Ben finds himself on a whole new adventure and has plenty of fun along the way. TB 17099.
Cronin, A J

The citadel. 1937. Read by Franklin Engelmann, 14 hours 45 minutes. TB 1522.

When newly-qualified doctor Andrew Manson takes up his first post with a Welsh mining community he is full of idealism and enthusiasm. However, he finds that the reality of practising medicine in primitive conditions very different from the theory, and he makes enemies as well as friends. TB 1522.
Dahl, Sophie

Playing with the grown-ups. 2008. Read by Finty Williams, 7 hours 15 minutes. TB 16080.

To Kitty, growing up at Hay House, surrounded by relations, is heaven. But for Marina, Kitty's silver-eyed mother, younger and more beautiful than other mothers, it is simply boredom. She craves novelty, excitement, parties. TB 16080.

Davidson, Andrew

The gargoyle. 2009. Read by Jeff Harding, 17 hours 18 minutes. TB 16431.

On a burn ward, a man lies between living and dying, so disfigured that no one from his past life would even recognize him. His only comfort comes from imagining various inventive ways to end his misery. Then a woman named Marianne Engel walks into his hospital room, who insists that she knows him - in fact, for seven hundred years. Contains strong language and passages of a sexual nature. TB 16431.

Davies, Robertson

The rebel angels. 1982. Read by Bruce Montague, 15 hours 2 minutes. TB 4320.

Cornish trilogy; book 1.The autumn term at the University of St. John and the Holy Ghost looks promising to Maria Theotoky as she begins her graduate research. Then John Parlabane, ex-monk and philosopher arrives. He's impossible, irrepressible and quite appalling and life begins to change somewhat for everyone he meets. There is suicide, theft and murder among the dons. TB 4320.
Davis, Jane

Half-truths and white lies. 2009. Read by Karen Cass, Read by Graham Seed, 8 hours 34 minutes. TB 17266.

When Tom Fellows proclaims that a Venn diagram is a far better way of illustrating modern family ties than a traditional family tree, his young daughter Andrea has no idea that he is referring to their own situation. It is only when she loses both parents in a shocking car accident that she takes an interest in her own genealogy and begins to realise that her perfect upbringing was not all it seemed. TB 17266.

Delderfield, R F

Cheap day return. 1967. Read by John Richmond, 12 hours 45 minutes. TB 596.

Ken Stuart returns to the village where he grew up, and recalls his early life, his unhappiness, and his tempestuous love affair with an older woman. TB 596.
Desai, Anita

In custody. 1984. Read by Zia Mohyeddin, 2 hours 25 minutes. TB 6880.

Deven is a lecturer in a small town in Northern India. Timid and ordinary, he is resigned to a life of mediocrity and empty dreams. Then, out of the blue, an old friend asks him to interview Dehli's greatest living poet. But Nur is not a sublime genius, the holy hero of Deven's imaginings. He is an old man with the problems and weaknesses attendant with age. But between boyish expectation and the poet's grim reality Deven discovers a new kind of dignity for his own life. TB 6880.
Dewar, Isla

It could happen to you. 2006. Read by Kirstin Murray, 9 hours 45 minutes. TB 14709.

Rowan has always cherished an ambition to travel. She didn't just leave the small Scottish town where she grew up; she fled from it as fast as she could. Now she's become expert at metropolitan living; she could walk by a million faces and not notice any of them. And her dream is almost within its grasp. Contains strong language. TB 14709.

Dobbs, Michael

Winston's war. Read by Terry Wale, 19 hours 33 minutes. TB 13840.

Winston Churchill; book 1. Saturday 1 October, 1938. Two men meet. One is elderly, the other in his twenties. One will become the most revered man of his time, and the other known as the greatest of traitors. Winston Churchill met BBC journalist Guy Burgess at a moment when the world was about to explode. The encounter was the first of the extraordinary events that propelled Churchill from the lowest point of his career to Downing Street, changing the course of the Second World War. In contrast, the man who played a part in Churchill's return would later be revealed as a Soviet spy. TB 13840.
Doyle, Roddy

The woman who walked into doors. 1996. Read by Kate Binchy, 6 hours 42 minutes. TB 10716.

Paula Spencer is a thirty-nine year old woman struggling to reclaim her identity after a violent, abusive marriage and a drink problem. Vulnerable yet strong, she recalls her contented childhood, the audacity she learned as a teenager, the exhilaration of her romance with Charlo, and the marriage to him that left her powerless. Contains strong language. TB 10716.

Du Maurier, George

Trilby. 1894. Read by David Dunhill, 11 hours. TB 1831.

The tragic story of Trilby, an artist's model, who became a famous singer under the mesmeric influence of Svengali. TB 1831.
Durrant, Sabine

The great indoors. 2003. Read by Jilly Bond, 10 hours 3 minutes. TB 13981.

It's not that Martha Bone doesn't like children. It's more that they don't fit into her world: her shop, with its succession of beautiful distressed antiques; her flat, with its creamy sofa, its unwashable linen scatter-cushions. Her sisters don't understand how she can live her life as she does, shut away like that, but Martha smoothes the quilt on her Victorian cast-iron bed and thinks everything looks perfect. But then things start happening. A death. A cat. A girl with chocolaty fingers. A box of old letters. The re-emergence of an old boyfriend. Martha begins to investigate her past and discovers you can only paper over the cracks for so long. TB 13981.
Ebershoff, David

The 19th wife. 2009. Read by Multiple narrators, 19 hours 16 minutes. TB 16434.

As a young boy Jordan was expelled from his family’s secretive polygamous Mormon sect. Now his father has been found shot dead and one of his many wives - Jordan's mother - is accused of the crime. Over a century earlier, Ann Eliza Young, nineteenth wife of the second Prophet of the Mormon Church, battles for her freedom from her powerful husband, to lead a crusade to end polygamy in the United States. Contains strong language. TB 16434.

Eliot, George

Middlemarch. 1871. Read by Gabriel Woolf, 31 hours 45 minutes. TB 279.

Dorothea's disastrous marriage and subsequent difficulties against a background of mid- Victorian life in a provincial town. TB 279.
Erskine, Barbara

On the edge of darkness. 1998. Read by Sally Armstrong, 21 hours 11 minutes. TB 11634.

The story of a Pictish woman trapped in the wrong time. Adam lives in the Highlands of Scotland and often visits an isolated stone cross where he meets Brid, a girl his own age. They become friends and, as they grow up, lovers. But Brid is from another time and will not let Adam leave her. TB 11634.
Eugenides, Jeffrey

Middlesex. 2003. Read by Peter Brooke, 20 hours 42 minutes. TB 16193.
'I was born twice: first, as a baby girl, on a remarkably smogless Detroit day of January 1960; and then again, as a teenage boy, in an emergency room near Petoskey, Michigan, in August of 1974.' So begins the story of Calliope Stephanides, and three generations of the Greek-American Stephanides family who travel from a tiny village overlooking Mount Olympus in Asia Minor to Prohibition era Detroit, witnessing its glory days as the Motor City, and the race riots of 1967, before they move out to the tree-lined streets of suburban Grosse Point, Michigan. To understand why Calliope is not like other girls, she has to uncover a guilty family secret, and the astonishing genetic history that turns Callie into Cal. This book won the Pulitzer Prize. Contains strong language and passages of a sexual nature. TB 16193.

Ewing, Barbara

The actresses. 2005. Read by Barbara Ewing, 15 hours 9 minutes. TB 14510.

A handful of professional actors and actresses, all in their fifties, get together for a drama school reunion. Once an actress, always an actress. Though the parts may become scarce, even age cannot wipe out desire, ambition, or memory. So when the celebrations culminate in a very public accusation of rape, the past - sweet cruel and tragic - comes flooding back and the present takes extraordinary and unexpected turns. TB 14510.
Farrell, J G

Troubles. 1970. Read by Kate Binchy, 15 hours 21 minutes. TB 8543.

Major Brendan Archer travels to Ireland - to the Majestic Hotel and to the fiancée he acquired on a rash afternoon's leave three years ago. Despite her many letters, the lady herself proves elusive, and the Major's engagement is short-lived. But he is unable to detach himself from the alluring discomforts of the crumbling hotel. Ensconced in the dim and shabby splendour of the Palm Court, surrounded by gently decaying old ladies and proliferating cats, the Major passes the summer. So hypnotic are the faded charms of the Majestic, the Major is almost unaware of the gathering storm. But this is Ireland in 1919 - and the struggle for independence is about to explode with brutal force. TB 8543.
Faulks, Sebastian

A week in December. 2009. Read by Alistair Petrie, 13 hours 33 minutes. TB 17027. 

London, the week before Christmas, 2007. Over seven days, we follow the lives of seven major characters: a hedge fund manager trying to bring off the biggest trade of his career; a professional footballer recently arrived from Poland; a young lawyer with little work and too much time to speculate; a student who has been led astray by Islamist theory; a hack book-reviewer; a schoolboy hooked on skunk and reality TV; and, a Tube train driver whose Circle Line train joins these and countless other lives together in a daily loop. The novel pieces together the complex patterns and crossings of modern urban life. Greed, the dehumanising effects of the electronic age and the fragmentation of society are some of the themes dealt with in this book. TB 17027.
Fitzgerald, F Scott

The beautiful and damned. 2009. Read by Peter Marinker, 14 hours 41 minutes. TB 17512.

Anthony and Gloria are the essence of Jazz Age glamour. A brilliant and magnetic couple, they fling themselves at life with an energy that is thrilling. New York is a playground where they dance and drink for days on end. Their marriage is a passionate theatrical performance; they are young, rich, alive and lovely and they intend to inherit the earth. But as money becomes tight, their marriage becomes impossible. And with their inheritance still distant, Anthony and Gloria must grow up and face reality; they may be beautiful but they are also damned. TB 17512.

Flagg, Fannie

Fried green tomatoes at the Whistle Stop cafe. 1992. Read by Regina Reagan, 9 hours 59 minutes. TB 16153.

Mrs. Threadgoode's tale of two high-spirited women of the 1930s, Idgie and Ruth, helps Evelyn, a 1980s woman in a sad slump of middle age, to begin to rejuvenate her own life. TB 16153.
Ford, Ford Madox

The rash act. 1933. Read by Robert Gladwell, 12 hours 24 minutes. TB 4872.

Set in the Great Depression, the story tells of the conflict between the industrialist Henry Martin and dilettante Hugh Monckton, the man he would have liked to have been. TB 4872.
Ford, Richard

The sportswriter. 1987. Read by Charles Serio, 13 hours 49 minutes. TB 7016.

Frank Boscombe, sportswriter is experiencing the end and its aftermath of a marriage. He suffers the pangs of emotional dislocation and discovering a new way of life: a wistful often very funny, but always human illumination of domestic and sexual anguish. TB 7016.
Forster, E M

Howards end. 1910. Read by John Richmond, 13 hours 15 minutes. TB 1493.

A subtle and searching examination of the relevance of middle-class culture before the First World War. TB 1493.
Fowles, John

The collector. 1963. Read by William Abney, 9 hours 19 minutes. TB  4532.

Withdrawn, uneducated and unloved, Frederick collects butterflies. After a chance pools win he kidnaps art student Miranda and keeps her in the cellar of the Sussex home he has bought with the windfall, hoping their isolation will dissolve the class and taste barriers which inhibit their love. She tries to understand but cannot master her contempt for the anti-life he represents. TB 4532.
Franklin, Miles

My brilliant career. 1980. Read by Vivien Creegor, 9 hours 36 minutes. TB 5717. 
It is the 1890s. Sybylla, trapped in drudgery on her father's farm, loves the wild Australian outback and its way of life, but hates the bitter constraints which will always be her lot as a woman. She longs for beauty - to read, to think, to sing - but most of all to do great things, to have a "brilliant career" as a writer. TB 5717.
French, Marilyn

The women's room. 1986. Read by Emily King, 21 hours 37 minutes. TB 7554.

From the shallow excitements of suburban cocktail parties and casual affairs, through the varied nightmares of rape, madness and loneliness to the dawning awareness of the exhilaration of liberation, the experiences of Mira Ward and her friends crystallise those of a whole generation of modern women. TB 7554.

French, Ray

Going under. 2008. Read by Wayne Forester, 11 hours 41 minutes. TB 16258.

The future looks bleak for Aidan Walsh. He stands to lose his job as the last major employer in a dead-end Welsh town prepares to close its factory and relocate to India. Then Aidan hatches a startling plan. He buries himself alive in a coffin in his back garden; announcing that he's not coming back up until everyone's job is saved. Slowly, people warm to his cause, locally at first, and then from further afield, as news of his remarkable protest travels. And so begins a titanic battle of wills between an unlikely hero and a powerful corporation. Contains strong language. TB 16258.
Galgut, Damon

In a strange room. 2010. Read by Paul Herzburg, 6 hours 7 minutes. TB 17968.

A young man takes three journeys, through Greece, India and Africa. He travels lightly, simply. To those who travel with him and those whom he meets on the way - including a handsome, enigmatic stranger, a group of careless backpackers and a woman on the edge - he is the Follower, the Lover and the Guardian. Yet, despite the man's best intentions, each journey ends in disaster. Together, these three journeys will change his whole life. TB 17968.
Gale, Patrick

Notes from an exhibition. 2008. Read by Steven Pacey, 10 hours 59 minutes. TB 15885.

Gifted artist Rachel Kelly is a whirlwind of creative highs and anguished, crippling lows. She's also something of an enigma to her husband and four children. So when she is found dead in her Penzance studio, leaving behind some extraordinary new paintings, there's a painful need for answers. Her Quaker husband appeals for information on the internet. The fragments of a shattered life slowly come to light, and it becomes clear that bohemian Rachel has left her children not only a gift for art - but also her haunting demons. Contains passages of a sexual nature. TB 15885.

Gaskell, Elizabeth

Mary Barton: a tale of Manchester life. 1970. Read by Gabriel Woolf, 17 hours. TB 1959.

A social document depicting Manchester in the Hungry Forties of the 19th century, and also a grippingly told love story and murder plot, enlivened by the author's genius for making her characters so individually human. TB 1959.

Gayle, Mike

The life and soul of the party. 2008. Read by Multiple narrators, 7 hours 4 minutes. TB 16248.

Set across a year of leaving dos, birthday parties and anniversary celebrations "The life and soul of the party" is a tale celebrating love, life and those special moments we've all spent in the kitchen at parties. Contains strong language. TB 16248.

Greene, Graham

The Honorary Consul. 1973. Read by Marvin Kane, 10 hours 5 minutes. TB 2353.

Fortnum, the Honorary Consul in a provincial Argentinean town, is a pathetic figure, clinging sadly to his long-lost dignity, observed dispassionately by Plarr, his doctor, an unwilling victim of a kidnap conspiracy. TB 2353.
Gregory, Philippa

Alice Hartley's happiness. 2009. Read by Antonia Beamish, 6 hours 7 minutes. TB 17425.

Alice Hartley can no longer arouse the interest of her pompous husband, the adulterous professor. Despite her efforts, she still leaves him cold. Just as she is compelled to face this chilling truth, she meets Michael, a young student with an excessive libido. In Michael, Alice discovers an endless supply of all she has sought: revenge, sex and a large house suitable for conversion. Soon the house is thigh-deep with women joyfully casting off the shackles of their oppression. Sadly, some narrow-minded neighbours and numerous forces of the law seem completely impervious to all those healing vibrations! Contains strong language and passages of a sexual nature. TB 17425.

Hall, Radclyffe

The unlit lamp. 1981. Read by Gretel Davis, 12 hours 42 minutes. TB 5244.

Joan Ogden is the clever daughter of retired middle-class parents living in an English seaside town. Into her life comes Elizabeth, first as a governess and then as a passionate friend. She offers Joan the world: the freedom of Cambridge, a room of her own and absolute love. However she must do battle with Joan's mother, a gentle tyrant, who strangles every opportunity at birth. TB 5244.
Hemingway, Ernest

Fiesta. 1927. Read by Marvin Kane, 7 hours. TB 1675.

A novel set in Paris in the 1920s, in a world of Pernod, loose living, parties and expatriate Americans. A young couple are attracted to the excitement of the Spanish fiesta, with the heady atmosphere of the bullfight, where their affair becomes strained by new passions and new jealousies. TB 1675.
Hesse, Hermann

Steppenwolf. 2010. Read by Peter Weller, 7 hours 42 minutes. TB 17342.

Harry Haller is the Steppenwolf: wild, strange, shy and alienated from society. His despair and desire for death draw him into a dark, enchanted underworld. Through a series of shadowy encounters - romantic, freakish and savage by turn - the misanthropic Haller gradually begins to rediscover the lost dreams of his youth. This blistering portrayal of a man who feels himself to be half-human and half-wolf was the bible of the 1960s counterculture, capturing the mood of a disaffected generation, and remains a haunting story of estrangement and redemption. TB 17342.
Highsmith, Patricia

Edith's diary. 1977. Read by Carol Marsh, 14 hours 48 minutes. TB 3304.

Edith Howland's diary is her most precious possession, and as she is moving house she is making sure it's safe. A suburban housewife in fifties America, she is moving to Brunswick with her husband Brett and her beloved son, Cliffie, to start a new life for them all. She is optimistic, but she has high hopes most of all for her new venture with Brett, a local newspaper, the Brunswick Corner Bugle. Life seems full of promise, and indeed, to read her diary, filled with her most intimate feelings and revelations, you would never think otherwise. Strange then, that reality is so dangerously different. TB 3304.
Hilton, James

Good-bye, Mr Chips. 1934. Read by George Hagan, 6 hours 1 minutes. TB 833.

The enduring classic depicting a gentle English schoolmaster's dedication to his profession. TB 833.
Hislop, Victoria

The return. 2009. Read by Ginita Jimenez, 16 hours 5 minutes. TB 16653.

Beneath the majestic towers of the Alhambra, Granada's cobbled streets resonate with music and secrets. Sonia Cameron knows nothing of the city's shocking past; she is here to dance. But in a quiet cafe, a chance conversation and an intriguing collection of old photographs draw her into the extraordinary tale of Spain's devastating civil war. Seventy years earlier, the cafe is home to the close-knit Ramirez family. In 1936, an army coup led by Franco shatters the country's fragile peace, and in the heart of Granada the family witnesses the worst atrocities of conflict. Divided by politics and tragedy, everyone must take a side, fighting a personal battle as Spain rips itself apart. Contains strong language. TB 16653.

Hoffman, Alice
Local girls. 2000. Read by Jo Crichton, 4 hours. TB 15238.

This story charts Gretel's progress as she navigates from childhood to the brink of womanhood. She picks her way through the tragedies and absurdities of everyday life in the Samuelson family as they are rocked by disaster, bad judgement and fierce attachments. TB 15238.
Hornby, Nick

Juliet, naked. 2010. Read by Tash Banks, 8 hours 33 minutes. TB 17400.

Annie and Duncan are a mid-thirties couple who have reached a fork in the road, realising their shared interest in the reclusive musician Tucker Crowe is not enough to hold them together any more. When Annie hates Tucker's 'new release', a terrible demo of his most famous album, it's the last straw - Duncan cheats on her and she promptly throws him out. Via an internet discussion forum, Annie's harsh opinion reaches Tucker himself, who couldn't agree more. He and Annie start an unlikely correspondence which teaches them both something about moving on from years of wasted time. Contains strong language. TB 17400.

Isherwood, Christopher

A single man. 1964. Read by Robert Gladwell, 5 hours 15 minutes. TB 1145.

The world within the individual is explored through this frank description of one day in the life of a homosexual middle-aged professor in Los Angeles. Contains passages of a sexual nature. TB 1145.

Ishiguro, Kazuo

The unconsoled. 1995. Read by John Cormack, 21 hours 55 minutes. TB 10548.

Ryder, a musician of international renown, is checking into a hotel in a city in Central Europe. He has the distinct recollection that he is due to perform in the Civic Concert Hall in a few days' time, but as the hotel porter escorts him to his room, it occurs to him there is much more to this visit than he had at first anticipated. Contains passages of a sexual nature. TB 10548.

Jacobs, Kate

The Friday night knitting club. 2008. Read by Regina Reagan, 12 hours 11 minutes. TB 16268.

It starts almost by accident: the women who buy their knitting needles and wool from Georgia's store linger for advice, for a coffee, for a chat and before they know it, every Friday night is knitting night. And as the needles clack, and the garments grow, the conversation moves on from patterns and yarn to life, love and everything. These women are of different ages, from different backgrounds and facing different problems, but they are drawn together by threads of affection that prove as durable as the sweaters they knit. TB 16268.
Jacobson, Howard

The Finkler question. 2010. Read by Steven Crossley, 12 hours 34 minutes. TB 17970.

Julian Treslove, a professionally unspectacular former BBC radio producer, and Sam Finkler, a popular Jewish philosopher, writer and television personality, are old school friends. Despite a prickly relationship and very different lives, they've never quite lost touch with each other - or with their former teacher, Libor Sevick, a Czech always more concerned with the wider world than with exam results. Now, both Libor and Finkler are recently widowed, and with Treslove, his chequered and unsuccessful record with women rendering him an honorary third widower, they dine at Libor's grand, central London apartment. It's a sweetly painful evening of reminiscence in which all three remove themselves to a time before they had loved and lost; a time before they had fathered children, before the devastation of separations, before they had prized anything greatly enough to fear the loss of it. TB 17970.

Jones, Sadie

Small wars. 2010. Read by Diana Bishop, 10 hours 4 minutes. TB 17825.

What happens when everything a man believes in - the army, his country, his marriage - begins to crumble? Hal Treherne is a young British soldier on the brink of a brilliant career. Transferred to Cyprus to defend the colony, Hal takes his wife, Clara, and their daughters with him but is pulled into atrocities that take him further from Clara, a betrayal that is only one part of a shocking personal crisis to come. TB 17825.

Keillor, Garrison

Wobegon boy. 1998. Read by John Chancer, 12 hours. TB 11853.

John Tollefson leaves the American midwest for upstate New York to manage a radio station at a college for academically challenged children with financially gifted parents. While in New York, John discovers the pleasures of a bachelor life, he has an idea for a restaurant, and falls in love with historian Alida Freeman. In the mist of plenty, John feels he has no coherent life story unlike his chequered ancestors, with the only true magnificence in his life being Alida. Folded into the romance is the chequered saga of his ancestors. TB 11853.
Kelman, James

Kieron Smith, boy. 2009. Read by Robert Howat, 14 hours 18 minutes. TB 16658.

Rejected by his brother and largely ignored by his parents, Kieron Smith finds comfort and endless stories in the home of his much-loved grandparents. But when his family move to a new housing scheme on the outskirts of Glasgow, a world away from the close community of the tenements, Kieron struggles to find a way to adapt to his new life. Kieron Smith, boy is a brilliant evocation of an urban childhood. Capturing the joys, frustrations, injustices, excitements, revels, battles, games, uncertainties, questions, lies, discoveries and sheer of wonder of boyhood, it is a story of one boy and every boy. Contains strong language. TB 16658.
Kennedy, Douglas

Temptation. 2006. Read by Andrew Laing, 10 hours 38 minutes. TB 16097.

Like all would-be Hollywood screenwriters, David wants to be famous. When a billionaire film buff barges into his life proposing a curious collaboration, David quickly agrees. He soon finds himself on a nightmare ride to the depths of the Hollywood jungle. Contains strong language and violence. TB 16097.
Kerouac, Jack

On the road. 2000. Read by John Chancer, 14 hours 21 minutes. TB 12211.

On the road swings to the rhythms of 1950s underground America, jazz, sex, generosity, chill dawns and drugs, with Sal Paradise and his hero Dean Moriarty, traveller and mystic, the living epitome of Beat. TB 12211.
Keyes, Marian

Sushi for beginners. 2000. Read by Marie McCarthy, 16 hours 23 minutes. TB 13155.

A nervous breakdown seems like a great idea: all that lying in bed and watching daytime TV. But who's going to have it? Will it be housewife Clodagh, who spends her days microwaving pasta for her demanding toddlers and waiting for her beautiful husband Dylan to come home? Or Lisa, hard, brittle and shiny as an M&M, reeling from the shock of a demotion from her fabulous job in London to a one-horse magazine in Dublin? Or Ashling, so normal she's weird? Contains passages of a sexual nature. TB 13155.
Kingsolver, Barbara

The Lacuna. 2010. Read by Liza Ross, 18 hours 25 minutes. TB 17730.

Born in the U.S. and reared in Mexico, Harrison Shepherd is a liability to his social-climbing flapper mother, Salome. Making himself useful in the household of the famed Mexican artists Diego Rivera and Frida Kahlo, and exiled Bolshevik leader Lev Trotsky, young Shepherd inadvertently casts his lot with art and revolution. This is a story of identity, loyalty and the devastating power of accusations to destroy innocent people. Contains strong language. TB 17730.

Krantz, Judith

Princess Daisy. 1980. Read by Pauline Munro, 20 hours 44 minutes. TB 7086.

She was born Princess Marguerite Valensky, but everyone has called her Princess Daisy since she was a baby. She grows up blonde and beautiful in a world of aristocrats and wealth, where men desire her and women look on in envy. Suddenly, the fairytale ends, and she has to start life again with nothing except the secret she has guarded from the day she was born. Contains passages of a sexual nature. TB 7086.
Kureishi, Hanif

Something to tell you. 2008. Read by Christopher Simpson, 14 hours 29 minutes. TB 17479.

Jamal is a successful psychoanalyst haunted by his first love and a brutal act of violence from which he can never escape. Looking back to his coming of age in the 1970s forms a vivid backdrop to the drama that develops thirty years later, as he and his friends face an encroaching middle age with the traumas of their youth still unresolved. Contains strong language, violence and passages of a sexual nature. TB 17479.
Laclos, Pierre Ambroise Francois Choderlos de

Les liaisons dangereuses. 1961. Read by Gabriel Woolf, 16 hours 6 minutes. TB 240. 
When this novel was first published in Paris in 1762, society read it with moral indignation: forty years later it was condemned as "dangerous" by government decree. The books describes, through letters, how two ruthlessly amoral aristocrats - a man and a woman - plot and achieve the seduction of a young girl for motives of  revenge and what can only be described as professional pride in sexual intrigue. TB 240.
Lambert, Angela

A rather English marriage. 1992. Read by Gretel Davis, 14 hours 2 minutes. TB 9724.

What happens to Englishmen of a certain generation, who depend on their wives not only for life's necessities, but also for family, friendship and social life, if those wives die first? Two newly bereaved men, in their seventies but with nothing in common except that their wives died on the same day in the same hospital ward, find themselves helping each other towards new lives and relationships, through which they will slowly emerge from grief and loneliness. They are helped by Liz (boutique owner), June (daughter in law), Molly (wife's best friend), Aggie (cleaner), and Mandy (social worker). Contains strong language. TB 9724.
Leonard, Elmore

Touch. 1988. Read by Ian Craig, 6 hours 7 minutes. TB 7384.

It's the late 1970s and the Detroit streets are hot with crime and religion; sometimes it's difficult to tell the two apart. Bill Hill is more of a fixer than a crook, a religious entrepreneur, and August Murray is determined to restore basic Catholic principles to the church at any cost. Into this incendiary scene comes Juvenal, a mysterious ex- priest from South America, doing his bit for the alcoholics - but who or what is he really? TB 7384.
Littell, Jonathan

The kindly ones. 2010. Read by Steve Hodson, 52 hours 48 minutes. TB 17940.

Dr Max Aue is a family man and owner of a lace factory in post-war France. He is an intellectual steeped in philosophy, literature, and classical music. He is also a former SS intelligence officer and cold-blooded assassin. He was an observer and then a participant in Nazi atrocities on the Eastern Front, he was present at the siege of Stalingrad, at the death camps, and finally caught up in the overthrow of the Nazis and the nightmarish fall of Berlin. His world was peopled by Eichmann, Himmler, Goring, Speer and, of course, Hitler himself. Max is looking back at his life with cool-eyed precision; he is speaking out now to set the record straight. Contains strong language and passages of a sexual nature. TB 17940.
Lively, Penelope. 
The photograph. Read by Sheila Mitchell, 7 hours 30 minutes. TB 13722.

Searching through a little-used cupboard at home, TV history man Glyn Peters chances upon a photograph he has never seen. Taken in high summer, many years before, it shows his wife, Kath, holding hands with another man. As Glyn begins to search for answers, he and those around him find the certainties of the past and present slipping away, and the picture of the beautiful woman they all thought they knew so well, distorts, changes, grows mistier. TB 13722.
Lodge, David

Deaf sentence. 2008. Read by Steve Hodson, 13 hours 30 minutes. TB 16205.

When the university merged his Department of Linguistics with English, Professor Desmond Bates took early retirement, but he is not enjoying it. His wife Winifred's late-flowering career goes from strength to strength, reducing his role to that of escort and househusband. The monotony of his days is relieved only by wearisome journeys to London to check on the welfare of his eighty-nine-year-old father. But these discontents are nothing compared to the affliction of hearing loss, which is a constant source of domestic friction and social embarrassment. TB 16205.
Long, Kate

The daughter game. 2009. Read by Clare Corbett, 9 hours 58 minutes. TB 17482.

Anna is a teacher in her early forties, without children. She embarks on an affair with her husband's brother, in the hope that she might get pregnant. When Kali, a striking, intelligent and sparky fifteen-year-old, arrives in Anna's class, Anna feels a special connection with her at once. But as their lives become more closely enmeshed, it becomes obvious that Kali doesn't see her role in quite the same way, and that in the end it is Anna who must face up to her responsibilities. Contains strong language. TB 17482.
Lowry, Malcolm

Under the volcano. 1947. Read by David Sinclair, 18 hours 38 minutes. TB 5641.

The contradiction of a hero who fails to be a hero is explored in flashback and also in the character of Geoffrey Firman who drinks to become fully aware, although the price is isolation and the rejection of love. In the breakdown of this potentially great man the author portrays the erosion of values in the 20th century and, in particular, the tragic despair of Mexico against a background of Europe torn by the Spanish Civil War. TB 5641.
McCabe, Patrick

Breakfast on Pluto. 1998. Read by John Cormack, 5 hours 2 minutes. TB 11648.

Twenty years ago Patrick 'Pussy' Braden escaped from his home town and drunken foster mother to begin a new life in London. There he plies his trade in his blousen tops and milkman maxis. However the businessmen and lonely old women are not the only dangers that threaten Pussy's existence. Its the 1970s and fear haunts the streets of London and Belfast as Pussy's nights of Dusty Springfield wigs and glittered stockings are invaded by the horror of a conflict he cannot avoid. Contains passages of a sexual nature. TB 11648.
McEwan, Ian

Solar. 2010. Read by Hugh Ross, 10 hours 15 minutes. TB 17562.

Michael Beard is a Nobel prize-winning physicist whose best work is behind him. Trading on his reputation, he speaks for enormous fees, lends his name to the letterheads of renowned scientific institutions and half-heartedly heads a government-backed initiative tackling global warming. A compulsive womaniser, Beard finds his fifth marriage floundering. But this time it is different: she is having the affair, and he is still in love with her. When Beard's professional and personal worlds collide in a freak accident, an opportunity presents itself for Beard to extricate himself from his marital mess, reinvigorate his career and save the world from environmental disaster. Contains strong language. TB 17562.
MacLaverty, Bernard

Lamb. 1980. Read by Denys Hawthorne, 4 hours 46 minutes. TB 4603.

Michael Lamb, Brother Sebastian of the Irish borstal where the boys are taught "a little of God and a lot of fear"; decides to leave home: his father has died so quitting the Brothers cannot cause him pain. Also, and with good reason, the young monk wants to `save' twelve-year-old Owen Kane - but Radio Eireann calls it kidnapping. TB 4603.
Malamud, Bernard

The assistant. 1959. Read by Maxine Howe, 7 hours 32 minutes. TB 4908.

Morris Bober is an elderly Jew. He runs a New York grocery store, always hovering on the brink of bankruptcy. The arrival of Frank Alpine, almost a self-appointed assistant, changes all their lives- a gently told story with a growing undercurrent of excitement. TB 4908.
Manning, Olivia

The great fortune. 1960. Read by Robin Holmes, 13 hours 25 minutes.TB 213. 
The Balkan trilogy; book 1. An English lecturer and his bride are forced to adjust their lives in tension-ridden Bucharest at the beginning of the war. TB 213.
Maugham, Robin

The servant. 2000. Read by Conrad Hornby, 1 hours 45 minutes. TB 12363.

Set in London after the Second World War, Richard Merton's war time friend, Tony, gradually comes under the influence of Barrett, his strange new butler. Tony is dominated by the sinister new figure and breaks links with his old friends and ways. Richard uncovers a disturbing affair in which social and sexual barriers have disintegrated. TB 12363.
Maugham, W Somerset

The razor's edge. 1944. Read by David Bauer, 11 hours 30 minutes. TB 691.

A modern American, returned from World War 1, travels the globe in search of his personal security, and partially achieves it at the expense of his more conventional friends. TB 691.
Miller, Rebecca

The private lives of Pippa Lee. 2009. Read by Lorelei King, 9 hours 20 minutes. TB 15976.

Pippa seems to have everything in life. But suddenly she finds her world beginning to unravel. Amid the buzzing lawnmowers and suburban coffee mornings, she starts to wonder how she came to be in this place. The answer is a story of wild youth, unexpected encounters, affairs and betrayals, and the dangerous security of marriage. It brilliantly reveals the challenges of modern life - and all the possibilities that it holds. TB 15976.
Mitchell, David

Black Swan Green. 2006. Read by Annie Aldington, 13 hours 15 minutes. TB 15161.

This book charts thirteen months in the black hole between childhood and adolescence, set against the sunset of an agrarian England still overshadowed by the Cold War. It's a dank January in the Worcestershire village of Black Swan Green and thirteen-year-old Jason Taylor - covert stammerer and reluctant poet- anticipates a stultifying year in the deadest village on Earth. But Jason hasn't reckoned with a junta of bullies, simmering family discord, the Falklands War, an exotic Belgian emigre, a threatened gypsy invasion and the caprices of those mysterious entities known as girls. Contains strong language. TB 15161.
Moggach, Deborah

Seesaw. 1997. Read by Marie McCarthy, 10 hours 7 minutes. TB 11929.

Seventeen-year-old Hannah Price disappears and a demand is sent to her family for half a million pounds. But the story really unfolds when Hannah comes home and the family disintegrates under the pressures of guilt and poverty, and are forced to confront their true selves. Contains passages of a sexual nature. TB 11929.
Mosse, Kate

Labyrinth. 2006. Read by Rachel Atkins, 20 hours 4 minutes. TB 14559.

July 1209: in Carcassonne a seventeen-year-old girl is given a mysterious book by her father which he claims contains the secret of the true grail. Although Aläis cannot understand the strange words and symbols hidden within, she knows her destiny lies in keeping the secret of the labyrinth safe. July 2005: Alice Tanner discovers two skeletons in a forgotten cave in the French Pyrenees. Puzzled by the labyrinth symbol carved into the rock, she realises she's disturbed something that was meant to remain hidden. Somehow, a link to a horrific past - her past - has been revealed. Contains violence and passages of a sexual nature. TB 14559.
Murdoch, Iris 

The sea, the sea. 1978. Read by Peter Gray, 24 hours 49 minutes. TB 3365.

An actor retires to a lonely house by the sea, where he thinks he will find peace. But old friends and old loves are there to keep his life in its known emotional turmoil. This book won the 1978 Booker Prize. Contains strong language. TB 3365.
Nair, Preethi

Beyond indigo. 2004. Read by Tania Rodrigues, 10 hours 52 minutes. TB 13959.

Nina's lost her job, boyfriend and faith in her guru in the space of twenty four hours. Unable to tell her parents what has happened, she puts on a suit every day and pretends to go to work. What she's really doing is escaping to a studio, where she begins to paint for the first time in years. But when her work is spotted by a top gallery owner, she cannot admit that she is the painter, and pretends to be the agent instead. Meanwhile at home, she's agreed to an arranged marriage to keep the peace. There are too many layers of pretence and something has to give way - but at what cost to Nina? TB 13959.
Newman, Andrea

A sense of guilt. 1988. Read by Jacqueline King, 12 hours 33 minutes. TB 7403.

Richard's best friend, successful author Felix, is a man who can't resist temptation; and temptation comes in the form of Sally, Richard's teenage step-daughter. For a whole group of people their affair is potentially dangerous: Helen, her mother detests him; Richard is still haunted by his first wife, Inge, and Elizabeth, Felix's wife, is torn apart by his constant infidelities. TB 7403.
Nicholls, David

One day. 2009. Read by Geoffrey Newland, 13 hours 21 minutes. TB 16957.

15th July 1988. Emma and Dexter meet for the first time on the night of their graduation. Tomorrow they must go their separate ways. So where will they be on this one day next year? And the year after that? And every year that follows? Contains strong language. TB 16957.
O'Brien, Edna

Down by the river. 1996. Read by Kate Binchy, 8 hours 25 minutes. TB 11089.

Set in Ireland, this novel begins with a crime that has far-reaching consequences. As Mary, the young heroine, tries to escape her fate, she finds herself driven into the emotional Styx. Her private tragedy is dragged into the public realm, and her power of decision is usurped by militant factions on all sides. One person's history is subsumed by church and state. Contains violence. TB 11089.
O'Farrell, Maggie

The hand that first held mine. 2010. Read by Dawn Murphy, 11 hours. TB 17704.

When the bohemian, sophisticated Innes Kent turns up by chance on her doorstep, Lexie Sinclair realises she cannot wait any longer for her life to begin. At the heart of the 1950s Soho art scene, she carves out a new life for herself, with Innes at her side. In the present day, Elina and Ted are reeling from the difficult birth of their first child. Ted is disturbed by memories of his own childhood, memories that don't tally with his parents' version of events. As Ted begins to search for answers, so an extraordinary portrait of two women is revealed, separated by fifty years, but connected in ways that neither could ever have expected. Contains strong language. TB 17704.
O'Loughlin, Ed

Not untrue and not unkind. 2009. Read by Jonathan Forbes, 10 hours 9 minutes. TB 16758.

In Dublin, a newspaper editor called Cartwright is found dead. One of his colleagues, Owen Simmons, discovers a dossier on Cartwright's desk. And in the dossier Owen finds a photograph, which brings him back to a dusty road in Africa and to the woman he once loved. Contains strong language and passages of a sexual nature. TB 16758.
Ondaatje, Michael

Anil's ghost. 2000. Read by Frances Jeater, 8 hours 6 minutes. TB 12616.

Anil Tissera, a forensic anthropologist, has returned to Sri Lanka, a land steeped in culture and tradition, to investigate organized campaigns of murder engulfing the island. This is a story of love, family, and identity, set in a country torn apart and ravaged by civil war. Contains violence. TB 12616.
Parker, Una-Mary

Temptations. 1989. 13 hours 25 minutes. TB 8567.

The story of three women drawn together in a web of intrigue and deceit that spans the Atlantic and embraces adultery, blackmail ... and black magic. Which of the three will be strong enough to resist temptation ...? Contains passages of a sexual nature. TB 8567.
Parsons, Tony

Man and boy. 2000. Read by Daniel Philpott, 9 hours 30 minutes. TB 12422.

Harry Silver has it all: a beautiful wife, a wonderful son, a great job in the media - but in one night he throws it all away. Then Harry must start to learn what life and love are really all about. Contains strong language. TB 12422.
Paton, Alan

Cry, the beloved country: a story of comfort in desolation. 1948. Read by Peter Barker, 11 hours 16 minutes. TB 4005.

This novel depicting the social and racial problems of South Africa, is of a humble Zulu pastor whose son is involved in the murder of a white man. TB 4005.
Powell, Anthony

A question of upbringing: a novel. 1951. Read by Eric Gillett, 8 hours 15 minutes. TB 981. 
A dance to the music of time; book 1. This classic cycle begins with Nicholas Jenkins' last days at school in the 1920's and the development of personalities at University and in the family. TB 981.
Purcell, Deirdre

Marble gardens. 2003. Read by Brett O'Brien, 16 hours 45 minutes. TB 13097.

Sophie and Riba have known each other since childhood. They've played, fought and shared traumas. Though they couldn't be more different - Sophie is elegant and diffident while Riba is flamboyantly extrovert - the bond between them seems unbreakable. Then Riba's teenage daughter Zelda falls gravely ill. Frustrated by the limitations of conventional medicine, Riba pins all her hopes on alternative methods. Sophie is torn between her loyalty to her friend and her fear that Zelda, whom she loves like the child she cannot have, will not get the help she desperately needs. United in their distress, Sophie and Riba's husband Brian find themselves drawn to each other. Time is running out for Zelda, for two marriages and for a friendship... TB 13097.
Raphael, Frederic

The glittering prizes. 2007. Read by Graham Seed, 9 hours 5 minutes. TB 17544.

Glittering Prizes; book 1. Adam Morris, Alan Parks, Mike Clode, Anna Cunningham, Barbara Ransome and the others leave Cambridge University to discover varying degrees of satisfaction, success and material comfort. But over all of them lies the common memory of those heady, golden days spent in unravelling the knots of friendship, in exploratory sex and in Badinage, that none of them will ever quite forget. Contains strong language. TB 17544.
Reading, Mario

The Nostradamus prophecies. 2010. Read by Gareth Armstrong, 11 hours 6 minutes. TB 17363.

Nostradamus wrote 1000 prophecies. Only 942 have survived. What happened to the missing verses? This mystery drives two very different men. Adam Sabir is a writer desperate to revive his flagging career; Achor Bale is a member of an ancient secret society dedicated to the 'Three Antichrists' foretold by Nostradamus: Napoleon, Adolf Hitler - and the 'one still to come'. As Sabir is drawn into the hidden world of France's gypsies, Bale is on his trail. Contains violence. TB 17363.
Rhys, Jean

After leaving Mr. Mackenzie. 1971. Read by Gretel Davis, 4 hours 57 minutes. TB 6180.

Six months after leaving Mr Mackenzie, Julia Martin's weekly cheques from her ex-lover stop. She abandons her seedy Paris hotel for a dingy bedroom, planning to use her fading sexual charms to extract money from lovers old and new. But in London she meets her sister, a woman bitter with her own self-sacrifice. TB 6180.
Robbins, Harold

Spellbinder. 1982. Read by David Sinclair, 11 hours 2 minutes. TB 4654.

Ex-Vietnam non-combatant, 'Preacher' is part of the late twentieth century rise of religious leaders who use show business techniques to change the moral values and life style of a nation. Even when dealing in drugs or sex, he never loses faith in himself. TB 4654.
Robinson, Marilynne

Gilead. 2006. Read by Kim Jerome, 8 hours 57 minutes. TB 17484.

John Ames; book 1. In 1956, toward the end of Reverend John Ames's life, he begins a letter to his young son, a kind of last testament to his remarkable forebears. Ames is troubled too by his prodigal namesake, Jack Boughton, his best friend's ne'er-do-well son, who seems to be a living contradiction of everything that Ames stands for. TB 17484.
Roth, Philip

I married a communist. 1999. Read by William Roberts, 12 hours 45 minutes. TB 13872.

American trilogy; book 2. Sequel to: American Pastoral, TB 14693. Radio actor Iron Rinn is a roughneck blighted by a brutal personal secret from which he is perpetually in flight. An idealistic Communist turned popular performer, he marries America's reigning radio actress and silent movie star, Eve Frame. However, both his marriage and his life collapse. Contains strong language and violence. TB 13872.
Runyon, Damon

Damon Runyon on Broadway. 1950. Read by Garrick Hagon, 25 hours 28 minutes. TB 8726.

Damon Runyon's Broadway stories, set in the "hardened artery of New York", are peopled with dudes, dolls, bootleggers, gangsters, dreamers and drop-outs who throng the speakeasies, do time in the sneezer and often meet death facing a Betsy. Slick, upbeat and funny, these stories inspired the popular musical and film 'Guys and Dolls'. TB 8726.
Sackville-West, Vita

All passion spent. 1983. Read by Gretel Davis, 7 hours 1 minutes. TB 6121. 
As a young woman, Lady Slane had a burning ambition to become an artist, but in Victorian England a woman had no choice but to marry and sacrifice her individual will. Now aged eighty-eight and released by widowhood, Lady Slane is determined to do what she wants... TB 6121.
Sagan, Francoise

Painting in blood. 1988. Read by Fleur Chandler, 8 hours 53 minutes. TB 7718.
Film Director Constantin von Meck returns to Germany in 1937 where he becomes a tool of the Nazi propaganda machine. He ignores the growing horror around him, oblivious to it all and caring only for the satisfaction of his own appetites, until a visit to France forces him to recognise the evil to which he has been a party, and sets him on a path to his own terrible fate. TB 7718.
Scott, Paul

The jewel in the crown: a novel. 1966. Read by Duncan Carse, 20 hours. TB 236. 

The Raj quartet; book 1. Set in India in 1942, where the end of British rule was approaching, and British and Indians alike become involved in events and personalities. TB 236.
Sebold, Alice

The lovely bones. 2003. Read by Regina Reagan, 10 hours 52 minutes. TB 13540.

Watching from her place in heaven, Susie sees her happy, suburban family devastated by her death, isolated even from one another as they each try to cope with their terrible loss alone. Over the years, her friends and siblings grow up, fall in love, do all the things she never had the chance to do herself. But life is not quite finished with Susie yet... Contains strong language and passages of a sexual nature. TB 13540.
Selbourne, Raphael

Beauty. 2009. Read by David Thorpe, 8 hours 56 minutes. TB 17247.

Beauty - in both name and appearance - is a twenty-year-old Bangladeshi, back in England having shocked her family by fleeing an abusive arranged marriage. Now she is forced onto the jobseekers' treadmill. Her fractious encounters with officialdom, fellow claimants, strangers and passers-by in the city streets, exacerbated by the restrictions (and comfort) of her language and culture, place her at the mercy of such unlikely helpers as Mark, a friendly, dog-owning ex-offender, and Peter, the middle-class underachiever on the rebound from a bitter relationship. Contains strong language, violence and passages of a sexual nature. TB 17247.
Selby Jr, Hubert 

Last exit to Brooklyn. 1964. Read by Adam Henderson, 9 hours 31 minutes. TB 11809.

This is a raw description of life amongst New York's junkies, hustlers, drag queens and prostitutes. The characters include Georgette, a hopelessly romantic and tormented transvestite, Vinnie, a disaffected and volatile youth, Tralala, who can find no escape from her loveless existence, and Harry, a power-hungry strike leader with a fatal secret. Living on the edge, always walking on the wild side, their alienation and aggression masks a desperate, deep human need for affection and kinship. Contains passages of a sexual nature. TB 11809.
Self, Will

The Butt: an exit strategy. 2008. Read by Giles Abbott, 12 hours 6 minutes. TB 16236.

When Tom Brodzinski finally decides to give up smoking, a moment's inattention to detail becomes his undoing. Flipping the butt of his final cigarette off the balcony of the holiday apartment he's renting with his family, Tom is appalled when it lands on the head of one his fellow countrymen, Reggie Lincoln. The elderly Lincoln is badly burnt, and since the cigarette butt passed through public space before hitting him, the local authorities are obliged to regard Tom's action as an assault, despite his benign intentions. In order to make reparations to Mrs Lincoln's people, Tom will have to leave his family behind, and carry the appropriate goods and chattels deep into the arid heart of this strange, island continent. Contains strong language. TB 16236.
Shaffer, Mary Ann

The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society. 2009. Read by Charlie Norfolk, 6 hours 44 minutes. TB 17258.

January 1946 and writer Juliet Ashton receives a letter from Guernsey from a man, who has found her name written inside a book. As they exchange letters, she is drawn into the eccentric world of The Guernsey Literary and Potato Peel Pie Society, which boasts a charming cast of characters, from pig farmers to phrenologists, literature lovers all. Captivated by their stories, she sets sail for Guernsey, and what she finds will change her forever. TB 17258.
Shakespeare, Nicholas

The dancer upstairs. 1995. Read by Nigel Graham, 11 hours 4 minutes. TB 13650.

This novel explores one of the most astonishing stories in the whole history of twentieth-century terrorism. Colonel Rejas was the policeman charged with the task of capturing the Peruvian guerrilla leader Ezequiel, but having been dismissed he found the burden of silence and secrecy too heavy. On meeting Dyer, a foreign correspondent, he is moved to relate the tortuous progress of the manhunt for the first time. Contains strong language and violence. TB 13650.
Shields, Carol

Larry's party. 1997. Read by William Roberts, 11 hours 5 minutes. TB 11781.

While spending their honeymoon in England, Larry and his native wife visit Hampton Court, and it is in the maze that Larry discovers the passion of his life. Perhaps his obsession with mazes may help him find a way through the bewilderment deepening around him as - through twenty years and two failed marriages - he endeavours to understand his own needs and those of parents, friends, lovers and a growing son. Winner of the 1998 Orange Prize. Contains passages of a sexual nature. TB 11781.
Shreve, Anita. 
The pilot's wife. 1999. Read by Laurel Lefkow, 8 hours 17 minutes. TB 12117.

Marriage to a pilot has taught Kathryn to be ready for emergencies, but nothing prepared her for the news of her husband's fatal crash. Struggling through her grief, she confronts disturbing rumours and becomes torn between her impulse to protect her husband's memory and her desire for the truth. TB 12117.
Shute, Nevil

Ruined city. 1992. Read by Jon Cartwright, 7 hours 26 minutes. TB 11647.

In a shipbuilding town in the North of England during the Great Depression, the local people have given up hope. When successful banker Henry Warren arrives in the city, only to be taken ill and confined to hospital he learns of the plight of the community and sees the locals dying for no apparent reason. He determines to turn the city's fortunes around. But all is not well with the schemes of Henry Warren. TB 11647.
Sittenfeld, Curtis

American wife. 2009. Read by Laurel Lefkow, 23 hours 3 minutes. TB 16969.

In the year 2000, in the closest election in American history, Alice Blackwell’s husband becomes president of the United States. But it is Alice’s own story - that of a kind, bookish, only child born in the 1940s Midwest who comes to inhabit a life of dizzying wealth and power - that is itself remarkable. Alice candidly describes her small-town upbringing, and the tragedy that shaped her identity; she recalls her early adulthood as a librarian, and her surprising courtship with the man who swept her off her feet; she tells of the crisis that almost ended their marriage; and she confides the privileges and difficulties of being first lady, a role that is uniquely cloistered and public, secretive and exposed. Contains strong language. TB 16969.
Smith, Iain Crichton

Consider the lilies. 1968. Read by Stanley Pritchard, 5 hours 45 minutes. TB 530.

This is the story of an old Highland woman about to become a victim of the Sutherland Clearances during the first part of the last century. TB 530.
Snow, C P

George Passant. 1962. Read by Greg Wagland, 10 hours 55 minutes. TB 15653. 

Strangers and Brothers series; book 1. In this study of a god with feet of clay, Lewis Eliot recounts the story of George Passant, a Midland solicitor's managing clerk, during the years of depression. In his idealistic efforts to emancipate a group of young people, Passant almost sees himself as a Messiah. But society rounds on him, as it rounded on Socrates, when his ideas of freedom embrace freedom from sexual restraint. TB 15653.
Spark, Muriel

Symposium. 1990. Read by Rosalind Shanks, 4 hours 50 minutes. TB 8487.

In a chic Islington house, ten people sit around a dinner table. The talk is of a robbery, a honeymoon, marriage. The novel begins and ends at this dinner party, and encompasses an introduction in the fruit section of Marks & Spencer, riotous scenes in a nunnery near St. Pancras, violence in Hampstead, and criminal conspiracy over the champagne glasses in a wedding marquee. TB 8487.
Steel, Danielle

Sunset in St Tropez. Read by David Garrison, 5 hours 15 minutes. TB 13231.

Dinner together on New Year's Eve was a tradition for Diane and Eric Mossison, Pascale and John Donnally and Anne and Robert Smith. The future looked rosy as the long-time friends talked of renting a villa together in the South of France the following summer. Two weeks later Robert suffers a sudden loss, the others rally to his side insisting he join them on the Riviera. As they soon discover, the ramshackle old mansion they rented is very different from the exquisite villa touted in the brochure. But the biggest surprise is the woman Robert invites to the villa, a much younger film actress with a million-dollar smile. TB 13231.
Steinbeck, John

In dubious battle. 1936. Read by William Roberts, 9 hours 11 minutes. TB 9734.

In strike-bound California in the mid thirties, work is as scarce as it is hard, and a day's wages provide no more than a day's food. Where some are desperate enough to work for next to nothing, and others aren't, the resulting climate of anger and frustration means that it is only a matter of time before the pot boils over. TB 9734.
Stockett, Kathryn

The help. 2010. Read by Adjoa Andoh, Read by Alibe Parsons, Read by Sarah Borges, 18 hours 43 minutes. TB 17729. 

Jackson, Mississippi, 1962. Where black maids raise white children, but aren't trusted not to steal the silver. There's Aibileen, raising her seventeenth white child and nursing the hurt caused by her own son's tragic death; Minny, whose cooking is nearly as sassy as her tongue; and white Miss Skeeter, home from College, who wants to know why her beloved maid has disappeared. Skeeter, Aibileen and Minny. No one would believe they'd be friends; fewer still would tolerate it. But as each woman finds the courage to cross boundaries, they come to depend and rely upon one another. Each is in a search of a truth. Contains strong language. TB 17729.
Strachan, Zoë

Spin cycle. 2004. Read by Zoe Strachan, 6 hours 53 minutes. TB 13828.

Agnes, Siobhan and Myrna all work in their local launderette and, on the surface, have little in common apart from a passion for keeping themselves to themselves... Agnes is fascinated by tales of true crime. Myrna, meanwhile, lives for the evenings and weekends, longing for romance but craving for sex and money. Siobhan is perhaps the most elusive of the three, constantly retreating into her synaesthetic imagination, conjuring the details of people's lives through their laundry. Despite their distance and their differences, isolation draws the women together, casual work relationships metamorphosing into tentative, fragile friendships. Contains strong language and passages of a sexual nature. TB 13828.
Styron, William

Sophie's choice. 2004. Read by William Roberts, 27 hours 42 minutes. TB 16173.
Stingo, an inexperienced twenty-two year old Southerner takes us back to the summer of 1947 and a boarding house in a leafy Brooklyn suburb. There he meets Nathan, a fiery Jewish intellectual; and Sophie, a beautiful and fragile Polish Catholic. Stingo is drawn into the heart of their passionate and destructive relationship as witness, confidant and supplicant. Ultimately, he arrives at the dark core of Sophie's past: her memories of pre-war Poland, the concentration camp and - the essence of her terrible secret - her choice. Contains violence, strong language and passages of a sexual nature. TB 16173.
Swarup, Vikas

Q & A. 2009. Read by Christopher Simpson, 10 hours 48 minutes. TB 16469.

Former tiffinboy Ram Mohammad Thomas has just got twelve questions correct on a TV quiz-show to win a cool one billion rupees. But he is brutally slung in prison on suspicion of cheating. Because how can a kid from the slums know who Shakespeare was, unless he is pulling a fast one. In the order of the questions on the show, Ram tells us which amazing adventures in his street-kid life gave him the answers. TB 16469.
Swift, Graham

Waterland. 1983. Read by Jonathan Oliver, 14 hours 36 minutes. TB 5025.

In 1943 lock-keeper Henry Crick finds a drowned body in his lock. Nearly forty years later his son Tom a history teacher, is driven by a bizarre marital crisis and the provocation of one of his pupils to forsake formal teaching. He decides to tell stories of his native fens, a turbulent heritage, and of the fateful repercussions of that morning in 1943 which still trap the old man. TB 5025.
Taylor, Elizabeth
Mrs Palfrey at the Claremont. 1971. Read by Syd Ralph, 5 hours 26 minutes. TB 5421. 
Mrs Palfrey has joined the ranks of the rejected, those who await the end in the genteel hell of the Claremont, a residential hotel in the Cromwell Road. The battle field is no less real for being swathed in chintz. TB 5421.
Tearne, Roma

Mosquito. 2008. Read by Wayne Forester, 10 hours 48 minutes. TB 16607.

When author Theo Samarajeeva returns to his native Sri Lanka after his wife's death, he hopes to escape his gnawing loss amid the lush landscape of his increasingly war-torn country. But as he sinks into life in this beautiful, tortured land, he also finds himself slipping into friendship with an artistic young girl, Nulani, whose family is caught up in the growing turmoil. Soon friendship blossoms into love. Under the threat of civil war, their affair offers a glimmer of hope to a country on the brink of destruction! But all too soon, the violence which has cast an ominous shadow over their love story explodes, tearing them apart. TB 16607.
Thirkell, Angela

Trooper to the Southern Cross. 1985. Read by Alistair Maydon, 4 hours 53 minutes. TB 6422. 
Major Bowen is a fine upstanding Australian officer. He has survived the First World War and found a dinkum Pommie missis in London. After the Armistice, he and Celia set out for God's own country on the troopship "Rudolstadt". With them are other officers and their families, plus 800 odd rioting diggers and a gang of prisoners on the lower decks. Theirs is a dry ship, ingeniously sabotaged by the Germans - and a long, long journey lies ahead. TB 6422.
Thomas, Leslie

The virgin soldiers. 1966. Read by Robert Gladwell, 8 hours 52 minutes. TB 4191.

Conscripts on the verge of war and on the brink of life, are fully determined to taste all the joys of life before it's too late. TB 4191.
Titchmarsh, Alan

Animal instincts. 2004. Read by Daniel Philpott, 7 hours 51 minutes. TB 16525.

When Kit's father dies, he is forced to return home after ten years in Australia to sort out his affairs. A well-known conservationist and champion of wildlife, Rupert Lavery has left behind a nature reservoir in Devon, staffed by two very determined women. Elizabeth Punch and Jess Wetherby, both of whom are committed to keeping his work alive. As if these two women weren't enough of a match for him, Kit falls under the spell of the stunningly beautiful Jinty O'Hare, niece of the local Master of Foxhounds. Contains strong language and passages of a sexual nature. TB 16525.
Tóibín, Colm

The master. 2004. Read by Peter Marinker, 14 hours 29 minutes. TB 13892.

It is January 1895 and Henry James's play Guy Domville, from which he hoped to make a fortune, has failed on the London stage. The Master opens with this disaster and takes James through the next five years, as having found his dream retreat, he moves to Rye in Sussex. It is there he writes his short masterpiece, The Turn of the Screw, in which he used much of his own life as an exile in England and a member of one of the great eccentric American families. He is impelled by the need to work and haunted by sections of his own past, including his own failure to fight in the American Civil War, the golden summer of 1865, and the death of his sister Alice. He is watchful and witty, relishing the England in which he has come to live and regretting the New England he has left. TB 13892.
Travers, Ben

Mischief. 1925. Read by Peter Gray, 10 hours 15 minutes. TB 3240.

A lack of trust on the part of a husband, and the impulsive nature of his young, attractive wife, leads to all kinds of trials and tribulations.... TB 3240.
Tremain, Rose

The road home. 2008. Read by Steven Pacey, 14 hours 50 minutes. TB 16298.

Lev is on his way to Britain to seek work, so he can send money back to Eastern Europe to support his mother and daughter. He struggles with the mysterious rituals of 'Englishness', and the fads of the London scene. Contains strong language. TB 16298.

Trevor, William

Love and summer. 2009. Read by Kevin Moore, 5 hours 46 minutes. TB 16756.

It is summer and nothing much is happening in Rathmoye. So it doesn't go unnoticed when a dark-haired stranger appears on his bicycle and begins photographing the mourners at Mrs Connulty's funeral. Florian Kilderry couldn't know that the Connultys were said to own half the town; and, in any case, he had come to Rathmoye only to see the scorched remains of the cinema. But Mrs Connulty's daughter, liberated at last by the death of her imperious mother, resolves to keep an eye on Florian Kilderry, and it's she who comes to witness the events that follow. TB 16756.
Trigiani, Adriana

Very Valentine. 2010. Read by Francine Brodkin, 14 hours 15 minutes. TB 17409.

The Angelini Shoe Company, makers of exquisite wedding shoes since 1903, is one of the last family-owned businesses in Greenwich Village. Now, in the twenty-first century, the company run so devotedly by Valentine and her grandmother Teodora faces financial ruin. Juggling a romantic relationship with dashing chef Roman Falconi, her duty to her family, and a design competition for a prestigious department store, Valentine accompanies her grandmother to Italy in the hope of finding inspiration. There, in Tuscany and on the Isle of Capri, she discovers her artistic voice and much more, turning her life around in ways she never expected. Contains strong language. TB 17409.
Trollope, Anthony

Miss Mackenzie. 2008. Read by Christopher Oxford, 15 hours 35 minutes. TB 17243.
Miss Mackenzie, a spinster long past her first bloom, with the sudden possibility of a fortune, is beset by suitors and personal choices. A deft exploration of money, love, and relationships by a master of sensibility, caricature, and the social mores of his time. TB 17243.
Trollope, Joanna

Friday nights. 2009. Read by Penelope Freeman, 11 hours 7 minutes. TB 16736.

It's Eleanor who starts the Friday nights. From her window she sees two young women, with small children, separate, struggling and plainly lonely - and decides to ask them in, and see what happens. What happens is that a group gradually forms, a group of six different and disparate women, who become a circle of friends. They range in age from Jules, who is twenty-two and wants to be a DJ, to Eleanor herself, who is a retired professional and walks with a stick. They include one wife, three mothers, three singletons and five working women. They all value Friday nights. And then one of them meets a man - an enigmatic significant man - and the whole dynamic changes. The bonds that have been so closely forged are tested - and some of them break. TB 16736.
Tulloch, Jonathan

The lottery. 2003. Read by Tim Bruce, 12 hours 27 minutes. TB 14295.

When Audrey and Ronny win the National Lottery their troubles seem to be over. Long outstanding bills can be met, the loan shark paid off, and their cleaning and cowboy-builder jobs gleefully ditched. But for Audrey, matriarch of the Gateshead tower blocks, and Ronny the flamboyant dreamer, the winning ticket brings with it many other unforeseen changes. Contains strong language and violence. TB 14295.
Tyler, Anne

Breathing lessons. 1989. Read by Fleur Chandler, 11 hours 55 minutes. TB 7767.

A journey from Baltimore to Pennsylvania for the funeral of Maggie Moran's best friend's husband leads to unexpected detours and chance meetings with old friends. Maggie, a born optimist enthusiastically begins to sort out her friends' problems. An enlightening story of life, love and marriage. TB 7767.
Unsworth, Barry

Stone virgin. 1985. Read by Ian Craig, 11 hours 50 minutes. TB 6288.

English conservation expert Simon Raikes is sent to Venice to restore a stone madonna, a masterpiece of Gothic sculpture. As Raikes carries out his meticulous work he tries to piece together the statue's mysterious history. The present merges with the past as the perennial conflict between flesh and spirit is explored. TB 6288.
Updike, John

The widows of Eastwick. 2009. Read by Lorelei King, 9 hours 58 minutes. TB 17212.

Witches of Eastwick; book 2.  More than three decades have passed since The Witches of Eastwick and the three divorcees Alexandra, Jane and Sukie have left town, remarried, and become widows. They cope with their grief and solitude as widows do: they travel the world to exotic lands such as Canada, China and Egypt and renew old acquaintances. And then, one summer, they decide to go back to Eastwick. The old Rhode Island seaside town where they once indulged in sensuous mischief still holds enchantment for the three, but it also holds memories, and there are those who remember them and wish them ill. Contains strong language. TB 17212.
Vargas Llosa, Mario

Aunt Julia and the scriptwriter. 1983. Read by Stanley McGeagh, 14 hours 24 minutes. TB 5000.

In Peru of the 1950s soap operas were bought by the kilo for the radio stations. Mario at eighteen is working for a second-rate studio in Lima when he falls in love with his thirty-two-year-old Aunt Julia. Alternating with the increasing scandal of this affair are the wildly inventive scripts with their thousands of devoted fans, until fact and fantasy merge. TB 5000.
Verghese, Abraham. 
Cutting for stone : a novel. 2010. Read by Garrick Hagon, 25 hours 11 minutes. TB 17410.

Marion and Shiva Stone, born in a mission hospital in Ethiopia in the 1950s, are twin sons of an illicit union between an Indian nun and British doctor. Bound by birth but with widely different temperaments they grow up together, in a country on the brink of revolution, until a betrayal splits them apart. But fate has not finished with them - they will be brought together once more, in the sterile surroundings of a hospital theatre. Contains strong language and passages of a sexual nature. TB 17410.
Vickers, Salley

Dancing backwards. 2009. Read by Jilly Bond, 6 hours 48 minutes. TB 17272.

Violet Hetherington, formerly the poet H.V. St John, has taken the rash step of joining a transatlantic cruise ship to New York, to visit Edwin, an old friend of her student days. As she makes the crossing she relives the traumatic events which led to her losing Edwin's friendship and abandoning her career as a poet. Despite her natural reserve, Vi meets a rich variety of passengers who affect her understanding of her own past. TB 17212.
Vincenzi, Penny

The best of times. 2010. Read by Tash Banks, 28 hours. TB 17756.

A hot summer's day, a crowded motorway, a split second that changed people's lives forever. Contains strong language and passages of a sexual nature. TB 17756.
Walker, Alice

The color purple. 2000. Read by Lorelei King, 6 hours 40 minutes. TB 13312.

The story of two sisters in the harsh segregated world of the Deep South in the early twentieth century. Celie has been raped by the man she calls father; her two children are taken away from her; her beloved, younger sister, Nettie, has run away. Celie has no one to talk to but God. Then she meets Shug and discovers not the pain of rivalry but the love and support of women. Contains violence. TB 13312.
Waller, Robert James

A thousand country roads. 2002. Read by Garrick Hagon, 5 hours. TB 13257.  

Sequel to: The bridges of Madison country (TB 10039). Robert Kincaid has little but memories - memories of a lonely existence on the road and of Francesca Johnson, the woman whose passion he stirred so briefly, with such power. Searching for meaning in his life, Kincaid takes off once again. With his dog, Highway, he begins a long, winding journey back to Roseman Bridge in Madison County, the place of his great love affair. Living her own solitary life, Francesca still visits Roseman Bridge and reflects on her days and nights with Robert Kincaid. Cherishing the memory of the strange man who changed her world, she vows to search for him...TB 13257.
Watson, Winifred

Miss Pettigrew lives for a day. 2000. Read by Jacqueline King, 6 hours 21 minutes. TB 16210. 

Miss Pettigrew, an approaching-middle-age governess, was accustomed to a household of unruly English children. When her employment agency sends her to the wrong address, her life takes an unexpected turn. The alluring nightclub singer, Delysia LaFosse, becomes her new employer, and Miss Pettigrew encounters a kind of glamour that she had only met before at the movies. Over the course of a single day, both women are changed forever. TB 16210.
Webb, Charles

The graduate. 2007. Read by William Hope, 5 hours 55 minutes. TB 16274.

Benjamin Braddock graduated one day in June. But it has left him disillusioned, worried about his future and he needs time to think. Somehow it didn't seem to be what his father expected from a college education. And everyone was really appalled when Ben raped Mrs Robinson (that was her story, anyway) and ran off with her daughter in the middle of her wedding to someone else. Contains passages of a sexual nature. TB 16274.
Webb, Mary

Precious bane. 1924. Read by Peter Gray, 11 hours. TB 2008.

Born in the era of Waterloo in the wild country of Shropshire, Prudence Sarn is a passionate girl, cursed with a hair lip. Cursed for it, too, by the superstitious people amongst whom she lives. She loves two things: the remote countryside of her birth and Kester Woodseaves, the weaver. TB 2008.
Webster, Jean

Daddy Long-legs. Read by Morag Hood, 3 hours. TB 8971.

Set in the USA around the turn of the century, this is the story of Judy Abbott, the orphan teenager rescued from an institution and sent to a young ladies' college by a mystery benefactor - seen only as a wavering, elongated shadow on the wall and thereafter called "Daddy-long-legs". Her development from an insecure and volatile girl to confident and attractive young woman, in love for the first time, is amusingly - and movingly - chronicled in her letters to her unknown guardian. TB 8971.
Weldon, Fay

The life and loves of a she-devil. 1983. Read by Pauline Munro, 6 hours 48 minutes. TB 5134.

When Ruth discovers her husband is having a passionate affair with the lovely Mary Fisher, romantic novelist, she is so seized by envy she becomes truly diabolic, and embarks on a course of destruction which brings those around her their just deserts and herself an amazing reward. "The life and loves of a she-devil" is the fantasy of the wronged woman brought into reality: wild, funny, true. TB 5134.
Wells, H G

Kipps: the story of a simple soul. 1905. Read by Jon Curle, 15 hours 15 minutes. TB 1524.

A young draper's assistant inherits a fortune, but finds it the beginning of his troubles. There is a strong element of autobiography in this amusing novel of social comment on the underdog at the beginning of the century. TB 1524.
Welsh, Irvine

Porno. 2008. Read by Multiple narrators, 17 hours 44 minutes. TB 17167.

Trainspotting; book 2. Simon "Sick Boy" Williamson (first met in "Trainspotting") returns to his native Edinburgh. Having failed spectacularly as a hustler, pimp, husband, father and businessman, this time around he's a nascent film director, dreaming of directing and producing a pornographic film. Contains strong language, violence and passages of a sexual nature. TB 17167.
Wesley, Mary

The vacillations of Poppy Carew. 1986. Read by Pauline Munro, 10 hours 45 minutes. TB 6699.

Poppy Carew has not seen much of her father in recent years, mainly because he cordially detests her lover with whom she has lived for eight years. At least she is glad that her father dies laughing - at the news that Edmund has left her for a richer woman! There is good reason for the joke: he has, over the years, performed tender services for rich old ladies and now he leaves his daughter a wealthy woman and she must choose - her old lover, the undertaker, a novelist or a pig farmer! TB 6699.
West, Morris

The world is made of glass. 1983. Read by David Banks, Read by Pauline Munro, 11 hours 54 minutes. TB 5988.

A story of love and sexual obsession, murder, guilt and the need for forgiveness, based on an actual case history recorded by the psychiatrist Jung. A lady came to his office to confess to a murder committed 20 years previously. This dramatic speculation is set in the golden years just before the First World War. TB 5988.
West, Rebecca

The return of the soldier. 1980. Read by Pauline Munro, 3 hours 10 minutes. TB 5243. 

A shell-shocked soldier returns from the First World War. There are three women who love him and who are waiting for him. But he can only remember two of them as they were years ago, and he cannot remember his wife at all. The three women have a choice - to leave him or to "cure" him. TB 5243.
Wharton, Edith

The glimpses of the moon. 2009. Read by Kate Harper, 8 hours 43 minutes. TB 17341.

Nick Lansing and Susy Branch are two socially prominent but poor New Yorkers who embark on a marriage of convenience, to enable them to live in a lavish style. However, jealous passions soon cloud the couple's honeymooning bliss. TB 17341.
White, Patrick

The vivisector. 1970. Read by David Banks, 25 hours 1 minute. TB 5550.

The life and death of a great artist: Huttle Duffield loves only what he paints. Everyone he meets during a long life becomes the raw material of his art, from his own sister's deformity to mistress, Hero. TB 5550.
Wolfe, Tom

The bonfire of the vanities. 1988. Read by Hayward Morse, 27 hours 43 minutes. TB 11276.

The millionaire hero, Sherman McCoy, is ripe for humiliation and finds it in plenty at the police Central Booking Bureau in the Bronx. There, after a freak accident involving muggers, his Mercedes and his mistress, McCoy learns that prosecutors, politicians and press are lining up to devour him with shameless relish. Contains strong language. TB 11276.
Woolf, Virginia

Orlando. 1990. Read by Norma West, 8 hours 54 minutes. TB 9833.

A biography like no other, its central character's life spans three centuries and encompasses many altering circumstances, including a change of sex. We see Orlando as a dashing young man at the courts of Elizabeth I and Charles II, as a young woman in the London of Addison and Pope, taking tea with Dr Johnson, and driving down Regent Street in 1928. TB 9833.
Yates, Richard

Revolutionary road. 2008. Read by Laurel Lefkow, 11 hours 1 minutes. TB 16425.

The story of Frank and April Wheeler, a bright, beautiful, and talented couple whose empty suburban life is held together by the dream that greatness is only just round the corner. Richard Yates shows how Frank and April mortgage their hopes and ideals, betraying in the end not only each other, but their own best selves. Contains strong language. TB 16425.
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