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Pre-19th Century
Boswell, James

Life of Samuel Johnson. 1791. Read by Jonathan Oliver, 67 hours 31 minutes. TB 5715.

James Boswell met Dr Johnson in 1763 and an intellectual friendship was started which lasted for over 25 years. Boswell practised at the English Bar and was elected to the Literary Club in 1773. After Johnson's death in 1784, he applied himself to the task of writing the biography of his intellectual mentor and friend. TB 5715.

Burney, Fanny

Evelina. 1778. Read by Gretel Davis, 19 hours. TB 1717.

A young girl, fresh from the provinces, ignorant of the ways of the world, learns to live both in the quiet of the country and in the social whirl of London and Bristol. TB 1717.

Chaucer, Geoffrey

Troilus and Criseyde. 1380's. Read by Steve Hodson, 11 hours 39 minutes. TB 19587. 
This is a new prose translation of the story of two lovers, Troilus and Criseyde which has been renowned for its deep humanity and penetrating psychological insight. It is one of the finest narratives poems in the English language. TB 19587.
Dante Alighieri

La vita nuova: (poems of youth). 1295. Read by Daniel Philpott, 6 hours 58 minutes. TB 16671.

A unique treatise by a poet, written for poets, on the art of poetry, La Vita Nuova is elaborately and symbolically patterned, consisting of a selection of Dante's early poems, interspersed with his own prose commentary. The poems themselves tell the story of his love for Beatrice, from their first meeting, through Dante's sufferings and his attempts to conceal the true object of his devotion, to his overwhelming grief at her death, ending with the transformative vision of her in heaven. TB 16671.
Fielding, Henry

Joseph Andrews.1742. Read by Terrence Wilton, 14 hours 13 minutes. TB 18914.

Begun as a parody of Richardson's moralistic and sentimental novel Pamela, Joseph Andrews grew under Fielding's hand into a satirical fiction in its own right. In the story, the virtuous hero is overshadowed by the rambunctious figure of Parson Adams. TB 18914.
Milton, John

Paradise lost. 1667. Read by Anton Lesser, 10 hours 27 minutes. TB 13968.

Milton tells the story of Man's creation, fall and redemption - to 'justify the ways of God to men'. Milton produced characters which have become embedded in the consciousness of English literature - the frail, human pair, Adam and Eve; the terrible cohort of fallen angels; and Satan, tragic and heroic in his unremitting quest for revenge. The tale unfolds from the aftermath of the great battle between good and evil to the moving departure of Adam and Eve from Eden, with human and eternal anguish intertwined in magnificent resonance. TB 13968.

Pepys, Samuel

The shorter Pepys. 1660s. Read by John Livesey, 38 hours 38 minutes. TB 6351.

A single volume edition of Samuel Pepy's definitive diary, the most famous first-hand account of life in the 1660s. From major events of the period such as the Fire of London, the Plague and the Dutch War, through to colourful details of private and domestic life, Pepy's vividly comments on every aspect of the world of Restoration London he knew so well. TB 6351.

Plato

Symposium. 385-380 BC. Read by Multiple narrators, 2 hours 42 minutes. TB 15700.

A group of Athenian aristocrats attend a party held by Agathon to celebrate his victory in the drama festival of the Dionysia. They talk about love until the drunken Alcibiades bursts in, and decides to talk about Socrates instead. Symposium gives a picture of the sparkling society that was Athens at the height of her empire. TB 15700.
Prevost, Abbé

Manon Lescaut. 1731. Read by Steve Hodson, 8 hours 51 minutes. TB 19764.

The Chevalier des Grieux is still a young man, but already life and bitter experience have worn him to a shell. The kindness of a stranger persuades him to reveal his troubles, the story of his helpless and ill-starred love for Manon. TB 19764.
Radcliffe, Ann.

The mysteries of Udolpho. 1794. Read by Sherry Baines, 37 hours 8 minutes. TB 20114. 

Emily St Aubert is imprisoned in the gloomy medieval fortress of her evil guardian, Count Montoni, in the Apennines. Terror is the order of the day inside the walls of Udolpho, as Emily struggles against Montoni's rapacious schemes and threats. TB 20114.

Shakespeare, William

Much ado about nothing. 1599. Read by A full cast, 2 hours 16 minutes. TB 18945. 
David Tennant and Samantha Spiro star as Beatrice and Benedick in this BBC Radio 4 production. Claudio and Hero are in love and soon to be married. As they await the wedding, they decide to play a trick on their friends Beatrice and Benedick, two confirmed singletons who scorn marriage and enjoy nothing more than expressing their mutual disdain. Meanwhile, the evil Don Pedro plots to destroy Claudio and Hero's love. TB 18945.
Shakespeare, William

Sonnets. 1609. Read by Alex Jennings, 2 hours 43 minutes. TB 19559.

This new edition focuses on the Sonnets as poetry - sometimes strikingly individual poems, but often subtly interlinked in thematic, imagistic and other groupings. TB 19559. 

Smollett, Tobias

Roderick Random. 1748. Read by Gabriel Woolf, 21 hours 15 minutes. TB 665.

Roderick Random, a selfish, unprincipled rogue, tells of his extraordinary adventures in the navy and in civilian life. TB 665.

Spenser, Edmund

The faerie queene. 1596. Read by John Moffatt, 3 hours 58 minutes. TB 19553.

This remarkable poem, dedicated to Queen Elizabeth I, was Spenser's finest achievement: the first epic poem in modern English, "The Faerie Queene" combines dramatic narratives of chivalrous adventure with exquisite and picturesque episodes of pageantry. TB 19553.

19th Century

Austen, Jane

Mansfield Park. 1814. Read by Kim Medcalf, 16 hours 4 minutes. TB 15435. 

This is a study of three families - the Bertrams, the Crawfords and the Prices - in which Jane Austen uses the unlikely heroine, Fanny Price, to explore the social and moral values by which these families' lives are ordered. TB 15435.
Austen, Jane

Northanger Abbey. 1818. Read by George Hagan, 9 hours 30 minutes. TB 912.

Whilst visiting a friend in Bath Catherine Moreland, a young girl under the spell of Mrs Radcliffe's Gothic novel "The Mysteries of Udolpho", falls in love with Henry Tilney, a young clergyman. At the invitation of Henry's father General Tilney, who believes her wealthy, she visits their home, Northanger Abbey, where her romantic imagination makes her see mystery and horrors on all sides. TB 912.
Balzac, Honore de

Eugenie Grandet. 1834. Read by Robin Holmes, 9 hours 15 minutes. TB 710.
A young French girl's life is blighted by her father's grasping avarice. TB 710.
Bronte, Anne

Agnes Grey. 1847. Read by Rosemary Davis, 7 hours 45 minutes. TB 7058.

An inexperienced girl has to earn her living as a governess - a story of "small unhappiness suffered without a murmur". But her resignation is undercut by a gentle irony that borders at times on near-caustic satire, and gives the novel an edge over the more passionate, mystical and enigmatic books written by Anne's sisters. TB 7058.
Bronte, Charlotte
Shirley. 1849. Read by Redvers Kyle, 23 hours. TB 1667.

A novel of Yorkshire in the days of the Luddite rebellion. Shirley's character is in part drawn from Emily Bronte. TB 1667.
Collins, Wilkie

The haunted hotel and other stories.1878. Read by Sean Baker, 14 hours 40 minutes. TB 19589. 

The novella The Haunted Hotel is a clever combination of detective and ghost story set in Venice, a city of grim waterways, dark shadows and death. The action takes place in an ancient palazzo coverted into a modern hotel that houses a grisly secret. The supernatural horror, relentless pace, tight narrative, and a doomed countess characterise and distinguish this powerful tale. The other stories present equally disturbing scenarios, which include ghosts, corpses that move, family curses and perhaps the most unusual of all, the Devil's spectacles, which bring a clarity of vision that can lead to madness. TB 19589.
Collins, Wilkie

Armadale. 1866. Read by Joe Dunlop, 35 hours 20 minutes. TB 8990.

Armadale is a tale of mystery and intrigue, centred on the destiny of two characters both named Allan Armadale. Allan Armadale, calling himself "Ozias Midwinter" gains the confidence and affection of the man who will inherit the Armadale estates. Both fall victim to the beautiful, evil Lydia Gwilt and the story moves to its chilling conclusion. TB 8990.

Dickens, Charles

The life and adventures of Martin Chuzzlewit. 1843. Read by George Hagan, 39 hours 25 minutes. TB 1470.

Old Martin Chuzzlewit, tormented by the greed and selfishness of his family, effectively drives his grandson, young Martin, to undertake a voyage to America which will have crucial consequences for himself, his grandfather and his grandfather's servant, Mary Graham whom he loves. TB 1470.
Dostoevskii, F M

The house of the dead. 1861. Read by Corbett Woodall, 13 hours. TB 1684.

Written from personal experience, this story of prisoners in Siberia shows the resistance of the human spirit to brutal hardship. TB 1684.

Eliot, George

Middlemarch. 1874. Read by Helen Bourne, 46 hours 18 minutes. TB 19194.

Dorothea Brooke marries Mr Casaubon, believing his researches into ancient mythologies are worthwhile. But sterility pervades his work and their marriage. Parallel to this runs the story of Lydgate, a young doctor also engaged in research but frustrated by his shallow wife, Rosamond. In contrast to Mr Casaubon, Will Ladislaw, his young cousin, is intensely alive and he and Dorothea are brought together at last. TB 19194.
Eliot, George

Romola. 1863. Read by Gabriel Woolf, 25 hours. TB 2216.

Set in Florence at the end of the fifteenth century, this is the story of a girl's devotion to her blind father, her marriage to and betrayal by a young Greek and ultimate life of self-sacrifice. TB 2216.
Flaubert, Gustave

Sentimental education. 1869. Read by Michael Maloney, 15 hours 21 minutes. TB 17915.

Set against the backdrop of the 1848 Revolution, A Sentimental Education is the story of young lawyer Frederic Moreau's infatuation with the demurely exotic Madame Arnoux. This ironic depiction of uneventful lives in a troubled period of European history is considered one of the greatest novels of the 19th century. TB 17915.
Gaskell, Elizabeth
Sylvia's lovers. 1863. Read by Gabriel Woolf, 20 hours. TB 2360.

Set in the whaling port of Monkshaven in Yorkshire during the French Revolutionary wars, the heroine Sylvia is loved by two men of completely different character - the bold sailor Charley Kinraid and the cautious and conventional Philip Hepburn, who idolizes her. In Mrs Gaskell's novel, the war mirrors the private violence which disrupts the lives of her characters. TB 2360.
Goethe, Johann Wolfgang von

Faust: a tragedy in two parts with the unpublished scenarios for the Walpurgis night and the Urfaust. 1808. Read by David Thorpe, Read by Steve Hodson, Read by Rachel Atkins, 15 hours 34 minutes. TB 17615.

The legend of Faust grew up in the sixteenth century, a time of transition between medieval and modern culture in Germany. Johann Wolfgang von Goethe adopted the story of the wandering conjuror who accepts Mephistopheles's offer of a pact, selling his soul for the devil's greater knowledge.

Gogol, Nikolai Vasilievich

Dead souls. 1842. Read by Steve Hodson, 22 hours 23 minutes. TB 18807.

Chichikov, a mysterious stranger, arrives in the provincial town of N', visiting a succession of landowners and making each a strange offer. He proposes to buy the names of dead serfs still registered on the census, saving their owners from paying tax on them, and to use these souls' as collateral to re-invent himself as a gentleman. Dead Souls, Russia's first major novel, is a devastating satire on social hypocrisy. TB 18807.
Grimm, Jacob and Wilhelm

Grimms' fairy tales. 1812. Read by Laura Paton, Read by Beth Chalmers, 2 hours 16 minutes. TB 15710.

A collection of The Brothers Grimm's fairy tales. TB 15710.

Hardy, Thomas

The hand of Ethelberta: a comedy in chapters. 1876. Read by Greg Wagland, 17 hours 49 minutes. TB 19207.

The brilliant adventuress Ethelberta disguises her humble origins and brings her family to London, installing them incognito in her town house as servants, happily exploiting the attentions of four different suitors in a plot rich in schemes. TB 19207.
Housman, A E

A Shropshire lad. 1896. Read by Gordon Dulieu, 1 hours 8 minutes. TB 16740. 

This collection of poems detailing a coming of age in the countryside describes lovers in secluded lanes, cricket and church bells, cherry trees hung with snow and woods full of bluebells. Yet in "A Shropshire Lad" the fields and hills are also places of loss and sorrow, where men die young or are sent far away to fight in foreign wars. TB 16740.
Irving, Washington
The sketch book of Geoffrey Crayon, Gent. 1812. Read by Jeff Harding, 15 hours 41 minutes. TB 17332.

'The Legend of Sleepy Hollow' and 'Rip Van Winkle' are classics of American fiction and display Irving's ability to depict American landscapes and culture. Irving earned his pre-eminence in early American literature with the masterpieces in miniature collected here: travel essays, tale of romance, biographical discourses and literary musings. TB 17332.
James, Henry

The Europeans. 1878. Read by Eleanor Bron, 6 hours 11 minutes. TB 17472.

Eugenia is the morganatic wife of a German prince who is repudiated by her husband in favour of a state marriage. With her artist brother Felix she goes to Boston to live with relatives whom she has never seen before, with hopes of making a wealthy marriage. TB 17472.
James, Henry

Washington Square. 1880. Read by William Roberts, 7 hours 52 minutes. TB 16204.

With sharply focused attention upon just four principal characters, James provides an acute analysis of middle-class manners and behaviour in the New York of the 1840s, a period of considerable turbulence as the United States experienced the onset of rapid commercial and industrial expansion. TB 16204.
James, Henry

What Maisie knew. 1897. Read by Maureen O'Brien, 10 hours 4 minutes. TB 19988.

What Maisie Knew is a rites of passage story, featuring Maisie Farange, a child of violently divorced parents, who becomes the pretext for all sorts of adult sexual intrigue. TB 19988.
Kipling, Rudyard

Plain tales from the hills. 1888. Read by Garard Green, 9 hours 46 minutes. TB 1781.

A collection of short stories in which we meet some of his most celebrated characters. TB 1781.

Morris, William

News from nowhere or an epoch of rest: being some chapters from a utopian romance. 1890. Read by Peter Crerar, 9 hours 27 minutes. TB 17045.

The novel describes the encounter between a visitor from the nineteenth century, William Guest, and a decentralized and humane socialist future. Set over a century after a revolutionary upheaval in 1952, these 'Chapters from a Utopian Romance' recount his journey across London and up the Thames to Kelmscott Manor, Morris's own country house in Oxfordshire. Drawing on the work of John Ruskin and Karl Marx, Morris's book is not only an evocative statement of his egalitarian convictions but also a distinctive contribution to the utopian tradition. TB 17045.
Pater, Walter

Marius the Epicurean: his sensations and ideas. 1885. Read by Steve Hodson, 13 hours 52 minutes. TB 17030. 

Set in the second century A.D. against the backdrop of a Roman Empire on the verge of decline, Marius the Epicurean is the story of the philosophical and spiritual development of Marius, a young Italian serving as amanuensis to the great emperor Marcus Aurelius. Marius explores the various systems of philosophy in search of an elusive vision of love, moving from Epicureanism to Cyrenaicism and finally Stoicism before finally finding what he had sought in the terrible beauty of Christian martyrdom. TB 17030.
Peacock, Thomas Love

Nightmare Abbey. 1818. Read by Kenneth Williams, 1 hours 47 minutes. TB 14404.

A satire on Byronism and pessimism in general. A gathering of eccentric characters in a country house, including Mr Glowry, his son Scythrop and Mr Toobad, leads to a series of absurd incidents. TB 14404.
Pushkin, Aleksandr Sergeevich

Eugene Onegin: a novel in verse. 1833. Read by Jonathan Oliver, 6 hours 8 minutes. TB 17494.

Set in 1820s Russia. Tired of the glitter and glamour of St Petersburg society, aristocratic dandy Eugene Onegin retreats to the country estate he has recently inherited. With the arrival of the idealistic young poet Vladimir Lensky he begins an unlikely friendship, as the poet welcomes his urbane addition to his small social circle - and is happy to introduce Onegin to his fiancee, Olga, and her family. But when Olga's sister Tatiana becomes infatuated with Onegin, his cold rejection of her love brings about a tragedy that engulfs them all. TB 17494.
Scott, Walter

The heart of Mid-lothian. 1818. Read by Jonathan Hackett, 29 hours 20 minutes. TB 18255.

Jeanie Deans, a dairymaid, decides she must walk to London to gain an audience with the Queen. Her sister is to be executed for infanticide and, while refusing to lie to help her case, Jeanie is desperate for a reprieve. Set in the 1730s in a Scotland uneasily united with England, The Heart of Mid-Lothian dramatizes different kinds of justice - that meted out by the Edinburgh mob in the lynching of Captain Porteous, and that encountered by a terrified young girl suspected of killing her baby. TB 18255.
Stevenson, Robert Louis

The master of Ballantrae: a winter's tale. 1889. Read by Robbie MacNab, 9 hours 19 minutes. TB 9769. 

The strange tale of the two Durie brothers, whose differences portray the conflicts of romance and reason in eighteenth century Scotland, where nothing is at it might seem. A prematurely senile old man, blind to his elder son's faults, and to the virtues of the younger, has plans to rescue his mortgaged estates by marrying his heir to wealthy orphan Alison Graeme, entrusted to his care. When James is presumed dead at Culloden, he persecutes her to marry Henry, although she loved James. TB 9769.
Stoker, Bram

Dracula. 1897. Read by Greg Wise, Read by Saskia Reeves, 18 hours 27 minutes. TB 16302.

"Dracula" recounts the struggle of a group of men and a woman to destroy the vampire, whose sinister earth-filled coffins are discovered in a ruined chapel. Cruel and noble, evilly and fatally desirable to women, Dracula possesses a terrifying lust for power and is one of the immortal fictional monsters. TB 16302.
Tolstoi, L N

The death of Ivan Ilyich. 1886. Read by Oliver Ford Davies, 2 hours 49 minutes. TB 19548.

Ivan Ilyich is wasting away. He lies alone, dosed up on opium and deceived by doctors, haunted by memories and regrets. But as he forces down false remedies and listens to empty promises, Ivan grows aware of one terrible truth; his wife and children are not awaiting his recovery. They are waiting for him to die. TB 19548.
Trollope, Anthony

Dr Wortle's school. 1881. Read by Timothy West, 6 hours 58 minutes. TB 18341.

Mr Peacocke, a classical scholar, has come to Broughtonshire with his beautiful American wife to live as a schoolmaster. But when the blackmailing brother of her first husband - a reprobate from Louisiana - appears at the school gates, their dreadful secret is revealed and the county is scandalised. TB 18341.
Trollope, Anthony

Sir Harry Hotspur of Humblethwaite. 1871. Read by Tony Britton, 7 hours 50 minutes. TB 16983.

On the death of his son, Sir Harry Hotspur had determined to give his property to his daughter Emily. She is beautiful and as strong-willed and high-principled as her father. Then she falls in love with the black-sheep of the family. TB 16983.
Trollope, Anthony

The vicar of Bullhampton. 1870. Read by Greg Wagland, 21 hours 43 minutes. TB 20159.

In 'The Vicar of Bullhampton' Trollope boldly addressed the plight of women of his time and the social constraints that were placed upon them by the morals and practices of an unsympathetic society. TB 20159.
Trollope, Anthony

Miss Mackenzie. 2008. Read by Christopher Oxford, 15 hours 35 minutes. TB 17243.

Miss Mackenzie, a spinster long past her first bloom, with the sudden possibility of a fortune, is beset by suitors and personal choices. A deft exploration of money, love, and relationships by a master of sensibility, caricature, and the social mores of his time. TB 17243. 
Turgenev, Ivan Sergeevich

First love. 1860. Read by David Troughton, 2 hours 41 minutes. TB 17205. 

Set in the world of nineteenth-century Russia's fading aristocracy, Turgenev's story depicts a boy's growth of knowledge and mastery over his own heart as he awakens to the complex nature of adult love. TB 17205.
Twain, Mark

The adventures of Tom Sawyer. 1876. Read by Michael Fitzpatrick, 7 hours 32 minutes. TB 15556.

Tom Sawyer is disobedient, lazy and a poor scholar. His schemes to avoid work, school, and punishment drive his Aunt Polly to distraction. But Tim lives for the rivers, forests, caves and islands - places of adventure where he can be the hero of his own childhood. TB 15556.
Wells, H G

The island of Doctor Moreau. 1896. Read by Michael Tudor Barnes, 6 hours 14 minutes. TB 16215.

Edward Prendick, a young naturalist, is shipwrecked on the Pacific island where Doctor Moreau, once-famous vivisector, is "humanizing" animals. Strange newly-moulded creatures inhabit the island and some have been made into Beast Men, able to think and speak. Moreau, his drunken assistant Montgomery and Prendick are the only true humans - their greatest fear that one day the Beast Men will taste blood. TB 16215.
Wilde, Oscar

Lord Arthur Savile's crime, and other short stories. 1891. Read by Derek Jacobi, 6 hours 44 minutes. TB 16482.

Lord Arthur Savile, a rich man with no enemies, finds that he must do something terrible before he can marry. Poor young Hughie Erskine gives money to a beggar who is not what he seems, and Lord Murchison falls in love with a mystery woman. TB 16482.
Wilde, Oscar

The importance of being Earnest. 1895. Read by Multiple narrators, 1 hours 52 minutes. TB 19264. 
Drama. Algernon pretends to be Jack's troublesome younger brother, Earnest, in Wilde's satirical assault on nineteenth-century fashions, manners, and morality. TB 19264.
20th Century

Bell, Mary Hayley

Whistle down the wind.1959. Read by Charlotte Worthing, 3 hours 59 minutes. TB 18916.

A classic novel about a group of siblings who find a man in a barn who they believe is Jesus, and they keep the secret to themselves until the adults find out and suspect the man is a recently escaped convict. TB 18916.
Bloch, Robert

Psycho. 1959. Read by John Guerrasio, 5 hours 2 minutes. TB 18917.

Marion is lost on a dark and lonely road and thinks she is dreaming when she sees a motel sign shining in the darkness for Bates Motel. However, for Marion, the nightmare is only just beginning. TB 18917.
Boulle, Pierre
Planet of the apes. 2012. Read by Greg Wise, 5 hours 58 minutes. TB 20053.

In a spaceship that can travel at the speed of light, Ulysse, a journalist, sets off from Earth for the nearest solar system. He finds there a planet which resembles his own, but on Soror humans behave like animals, and are hunted by a civilised race of primates. Captured and sent to a research facility, Ulysse must convince the apes of their mutual origins. But such revelations will have always been greeted by prejudice and fear. TB 20053.
Brown, George Douglas

The house with the green shutters. 1901. Read by Crawford Logan, 10 hours. TB 13680.

Gourlay, the successful, domineering and powerful local businessman, looks down on the local people both physically and metaphorically from the house he has built on the brae overlooking the village. 'The House With the Green Shutters' is the story of his downfall, which is set in motion by the arrival of the affable yet corrupt and self-seeking Wilson, who gradually squeezes Gourlay out of one thing after another. TB 13680.
Bulgakov, Mikhail
A country doctor's notebook. 1927. Read  by Steve Hodson, 5 hours 38 minutes. TB 9648.

With the ink still wet on his diploma, twenty five year old Dr Mikhail Bulgakov was flung into the depths of rural Russia, which in 1916-1917 was still largely unaffected by such novelties as the motor car, the telephone or the electric light. How his alter ego copes (and fails to cope) with the new and often appalling responsibilities of a lone practitioner in a vast country practice, in blizzards, pursued by wolves and on the eve of Revolution, is delightfully described. TB 9648.

Burnett, Frances Hodgson

The making of a Marchioness. 1901. Read by Lucy Scott, 8 hours 13 minutes. TB 18554.

The author describes this book as 'a picture of a nice simple, sweet prosaic soul who arrives at a good fortune almost comic because it is in a way so incongruous. Its heroine is a sort of Cinderella with big feet instead of little ones.' TB 18554.
Burroughs, Edgar Rice

The return of Tarzan. 1915. Read by Grey Wagland, 10 hours 5 minutes. TB 19658. 
Sequel to: Tarzan of the apes. Through the jungles and deserts of Africa to the even more savage world of men, Tarzan of the Apes - the rightful Lord Greystoke - having lost his title and his love to another, faces constant danger of all kinds. Will any challenge prove too great for this wild, honourable man of the jungle? TB 19658.
Burroughs, William

Naked lunch. 1959. Read by Jeff Harding, 11 hours 17 minutes. TB 16943.

Told by an Ivy League-educated narcotics addict, Naked Lunch juxtaposes two journeys: the narrator's physical progress from America to North Africa, via Mexico, and a terrifying descent into his own altered consciousness. In this "Interzone", loosely based on Burroughs' temporary home Tangier, sex, drugs and murder are the most basic of commodities, and the basest desires have become completely banal. Contains strong language and passages of a sexual nature. TB 16943.
Cain, James M

The postman always rings twice. 1934. Read by Peter Brooke, 3 hours 29 minutes. TB 19701.

The torrid story of Frank Chambers, the amoral drifter, Cora, the sullen and brooding wife, and Nick Papadakis, the amiable but inconvenient husband has become a classic of its kind, and established Cain as a major novelist with a spare and vital prose style and a bleak vision of America. TB 19701.
Colette

Gigi ; and The cat. 1944. Read by Lucy Scott, 5 hours 7 minutes. TB 17537.

Gigi is being educated in the skills of the Courtesan: to choose cigars, to eat lobster, to enter a world where a woman's chief weapon is her body. However, when it comes to the question of Gaston Lachaille, very rich and very bored, Gigi does not want to obey the rules. In 'The Cat', a wonderful story of burgeoning sexuality and blossoming love, an exquisite strong-minded Russian Blue is struggling for mastery of Alain with his seductive fiancee, Camille. TB 17537.
Conrad, Joseph

Nostromo: a tale of the seaboard. 1904. Read by Jonathan Oliver, 22 hours 5 minutes. TB 16027.

In the exotic South American republic of Costaguana, the San Tome silver mine provides opportunities for untold wealth and power. Yet amid the turbulence and brutality of Latin American politics, everyone associated with it - from the compromised English mine-owner Gould to the grasping businessman Holroyd, from the revolutionary Montero to the loyal and seemingly incorruptible worker Nostromo - becomes somehow irrevocably tainted. TB 16027.
Douglas, Norman

South wind. 1917. Read by Peter Wickham, 15 hours 43 minutes. TB 19867.

Norman Douglas' famed novel of Capri is loved and derided in equal measure for its plot of lack thereof. A hedonistic journey through the hedonistic lives of the islands's inhabitants, 'South Wind' is a classic of gentle satire. TB 19867.
Dreiser, Theodore

An American tragedy. 1925. Read by William Roberts, 38 hours 29 minutes. TB 20291.

Clyde Griffiths finds his social-climbing aspirations and love for a rich and beautiful debutante threatened when his lower-class pregnant girlfriend gives him an ultimatum. TB 20291.

Fitzgerald, F Scott

The last tycoon. 1941. Read by William Roberts, 4 hours 43 minutes. TB 18280.

Caught in the crossfire of his own effortless cynicism and his silent, secret vulnerability, Stahr inhabits a world dominated by business, alcohol and promiscuity. If there is a moral or social necessity to film-making in this West Coast never-never land, Stahr does not always believe in it. If there is love he does not always see it. TB 18280.
Fitzgerald, F Scott

The beautiful and damned. 2009. Read by Peter Marinker, 14 hours 41 minutes. TB 17512.

Anthony and Gloria are the essence of Jazz Age glamour. A brilliant and magnetic couple, they fling themselves at life with an energy that is thrilling. New York is a playground where they dance and drink for days on end. Their marriage is a passionate theatrical performance; they are young, rich, alive and lovely and they intend to inherit the earth. But as money becomes tight, their marriage becomes impossible. And with their inheritance still distant, Anthony and Gloria must grow up and face reality; they may be beautiful but they are also damned. TB 17512.
Ford, Ford Madox

The good soldier: a tale of passion. 1915. Read by Peter Wickham, 9 hours 59 minutes. TB 16485. 

Edward Ashburnham is a first-rate soldier and a perfect English gentleman, a man whose single (fatal) flaw is his blind ruthlessness in affairs of love. Our only window on the strange events surrounding Ashburnham is provided by his friend, the husband he deceives. Ford's narrator entrusts us with everything he can remember, and these memories weave themselves into one of the most extraordinary tales of passion and betrayal ever told. TB 16485.
Forster, E M

Where angels fear to tread. 1905. Read by Patricia Jones, 5 hours 32 minutes. TB 8927.

Lilia Herrington's marriage to Gino throws the charismatic Italian and the well-bred Herrington family together. Her death in childbirth forces them all, with a variety of clashing and dubious motives, to consider the baby's future and sparks powerful emotions and violent actions. TB 8927.
Gibbons, Stella

Nightingale Wood. 1938. Read by Carole Boyd, 14 hours 2 minutes. TB 19202.

Life is not quite a fairytale for poor Viola. Left penniless, the young widow is forced to live with her late husband's family in a joyless old house. There's Mr Wither, a tyrannical old miser, and his wife, and her two unlovely sisters-in-law. TB 19202.

Graves, Robert

Goodbye to all that. 1929. Read by Sean Barratt, 11 hours 43 minutes. TB 9515.

This book has been described as one of the great autobiographies of the 20th century. In it the intractable experience of the First World War is digested by Graves' poetic imagination into literature. At the same time, it is one of the most candid self portraits ever drawn, while containing vivid portraits of his close friends. TB 9515.

Godden, Rumer

Black narcissus.1939. Read by Di Langford, 7 hours 57 minutes. TB 19079.

Beginning work in the orchards and opening a school and a dispensary for the Himalayan mountain people, the Sisters of Mary are dependent for help on the English agent, Mr Dean. But his charm and insolent candour are disconcerting. TB 19079.
Gray, Alasdair

Lanark: a life in four books. 2007. Read by Jonathan Hackett, 28 hours 38 minutes. TB 19873.

Lanark, a modern vision of hell, is set in the disintegrating cities of Unthank and Glasgow, and tells the interwoven stories of Lanark and Duncan Thaw. This novel is a work of extraordinary imagination and wide range. Its playful narrative techniques convey a profound message, both personal and political, about humankind's inability to love and yet our compulsion to go on trying. TB 19873.
Greene, Graham

Brighton rock. 1938. Read by Clive Champney, 11 hours 45 minutes. TB 692.

A murder is committed in Brighton and the events that follow from one woman's determination to learn the truth make up a swift moving, action packed story. TB 692.
Gunn, Neil M

The silver darlings. 1941. Read by Jonathan Hackett, 25 hours 20 minutes. TB 19508.

The tale of lives won from a cruel sea and crueller landlords. The dawning of the herring fisheries brought with it the hope of escape from the Highland Clearances, and this story paints a vivid picture of a community fighting against nature and history, and refusing to be crushed. TB 19508.
Hasek, Jaroslav

The good soldier Svejk and his fortunes in the World War. 1955. Read by Andrew Timothy, 27 hours 23 minutes. TB 5161.

A new and unexpurgated translation of a classic Czech comic novel: Svejk is Everyman caught up in the bureaucratic cogwheels of the First World War. His own brand of resistance against tyranny makes him a national hero: he acts the fool and makes authority look foolish. The author points up the absurdities brought about by the collapse of the Hapsburg Empire and rejoices in the capacity of the individual to survive, live off his wits and mock pomposity. Contains strong language. TB 5161.
Hemingway, Ernest

The old man and the sea. 1952. Read by William Roberts, 2 hours 26 minutes. TB 10484.

Set in the Gulf Stream off the coast of Havana, Hemingway's fable is the story of an old man, a young boy and a giant fish. It is a vision of the beauty and grief of man's challenge to the elements in which he lives. TB 10484.
Hesse, Hermann

Steppenwolf. 1927. Read by Peter Weller, 7 hours 42 minutes. TB 17342.

Harry Haller is the Steppenwolf: wild, strange, shy and alienated from society. His despair and desire for death draw him into a dark, enchanted underworld. Through a series of shadowy encounters - romantic, freakish and savage by turn - the misanthropic Haller gradually begins to rediscover the lost dreams of his youth. This blistering portrayal of a man who feels himself to be half-human and half-wolf was the bible of the 1960s counterculture, capturing the mood of a disaffected generation, and remains a haunting story of estrangement and redemption. TB 17342.
Huxley, Aldous

Antic hay. 1923. Read by Andrew Cullum, 11 hours 7 minutes. TB 20335.

When Theodore Gumbril hits upon the notion of designing a type of pneumatic trouser to ease the discomfort of a sedentary life, he decides the time has come to leave his position as housemaster in a boys' public school and seek his fortune in the metropolis. TB 20335.

Isherwood, Christopher

Mr Norris changes trains. 1935. Read by Gordon Dulieu, 8 hours 5 minutes. TB 4878.

William Bradshaw meets mild-mannered Arthur Norris on a train to Berlin in the early 1930s. The friendship blossoms but it is only with the rise of Hitler that William sees the potential danger of being one of Arthur's acquaintances. TB 4878.

Kafka, Franz

The trial. 1925. Read by Rupert Degas, 8 hours 24 minutes. TB 19545.

Part dream, part satire, Kafka's 'The Trial' is an example of evocation of bureaucracy gone mad, and a terrifying psychological study of the neurosis and paranoia that lie within the heart of an ordinary man. TB 19545.
Kafka, Franz

The metamorphosis and other stories. 1915. Read by Thomas Eyre, Read by Steve Hodson, Read by Damian Lynch, 9 hours 27 minutes. TB 17462.

A collection of short stories. In the main story "The Metamorphosis" - A commercial traveller is unexpectedly freed from his dreary job by his inexplicable transformation into an insect, which drastically alters his relationship with his family. TB 17462.
Lawrence, D H

The virgin and the gypsy. 1930. Read by Georgina Sutton, 3 hours 35 minutes. TB 19546.

In post-war East Midlands, in a home dominated by their awkward grandmother and aunt, Yvette and Lucille are two sisters struggling to bring joy into their lives. Their mother, having run off in scandal, leaves the two to suffer a dysfunctional family life and oppressive domesticity. TB 19546.
Levi, Carlo

Christ stopped at Eboli. 1945. Read by Daniel Philpott, 9 hours 14 minutes. TB 18969.

Exiled to a remote corner of Italy for his opposition to Mussolini, Carlo Levi entered a world cut off from history and the state, hedged in by custom and sorrow, where, eternally patient, the peasants lived in an age-old stillness and in the presence of death. A remarkable journal account of a year spent in an impoverished area of Italy, circa late 1930's. TB 18969.
Levi, Primo

If not now, when? 1982. Read by David Banks, 12 hours 56 minutes. TB 6483.
Based on a true story, the author, himself a survivor of Auschwitz, chronicles the adventures of a band of Jewish partisans - Russian and Polish refugees from Nazi terror - who offer what resistance they can to the German army. Their story begins in July 1943 and ends in August 1945 with the dropping of the first atomic bomb, and is a tribute to the Jews who fought back during the holocaust. TB 6483.

Lovecraft, H P

H.P. Lovecraft omnibus 1: At the mountains of madness and other novels of terror. 1931. Read by William Roberts, 20 hours 6 minutes. TB 17021.

Gathered together are seven tales of horror in the gothic tradition - full of hinted terrors and unholy stenches, supernatural terror and vilest horror. TB 17021.
Mann, Klaus

Mephisto. 1936. Read by Steve Hodson, 14 hours 21 minutes. TB 19430.

This novel, based on the life of Gustav Grundgens, tells the story of Hendrik Hofgen, an unknown actor who is obsessed with becoming famous. After finally reaching the pinnacle of his career, he must face the moral consequences of his rise to fame. TB 19430.
Mann, Thomas

Death in Venice and other stories. 1912. Read by Benedict Blythe, 14 hours18 minutes. TB 18383.

Seven stories by Thomas Mann, representing the early part of his literary career. He grapples with recurring themes: a structured way of life threatened by sexual passion, the clash of puritanical intellect and beauty, tension between an artist and bourgeois society. TB 18383.
Mann, Thomas

Buddenbrooks.1901. Read by Benedick Blythe, 28 hours 4 minutes. TB 18884.

This was Thomas Mann's first novel and with it he established his fame as one of the great novelists of his generation. It tells of the gradual decline from the mid-nineteenth century prosperity and affluence of a merchant family to its final disintegration, weakened by an interest in the arts. This contrast between the strength of the bourgeois values and the weakness of the artistic ones remained a constant preoccupation of the author. TB 18884.
Marquez, Gabriel Garcia

One hundred years of solitude. 1967. Read by  Patrick Romer, 16 hours 41 minutes. TB 4957.

A saga spanning three generations of the Buendia family. Jose Buendia founds a town in the heart of the South American Jungle and the family is dominated by his passion for alchemy. But the world is changing, and succeeding generations are caught up in a political and social turmoil. TB 4857.
Maugham, W Somerset
The razor's edge. 1944. Read by David Bauer, 11 hours 30 minutes. TB 691.

A modern American, returned from World War 1, travels the globe in search of his personal security, and partially achieves it at the expense of his more conventional friends. TB 691.

Mayor, Flora Macdonald.

The rector's daughter. 1924. Read by Gretel Davis, 10 hours 32 minutes. TB 6967.

Dedmayne is quietly decaying. Its striped chintz and darkened rooms are a bastion of outmoded Victorian values. Mary Jocelyn has spent 35 years there, devoting herself to her sister, now dead, and her father, the canon. The neighbours pity her for this muted existence, but Mary is quite content. When she meets Robert Herbert, however, her peace of mind is destroyed and years of suppressed emotion surface through her desire for him. TB 6967.
McArthur, A

No mean city. 1957. Read by Angus King, 9 hours 14 minutes. TB 18364.

This is the story of Johnnie Stark, son of a violent father and a downtrodden mother, the 'Razor King' of Glasgow's pre-war slum underworld, the Gorbals. Contains strong language and violence. TB 18364.
McMurtry, Larry

Lonesome Dove. 1985. Read by Michael Fitzpatrick, 36 hours 56 mins. TB 16797.

This is a story of heroism, love, honour, loyalty and betrayal, reaching from the office of the Hat Creek Cattle Company of the Rio Grande to the heart and the wilderness of the American West. Contains violence. TB 16797.
Mishima, Yukio

The sailor who fell from grace with the sea. 1963. Read by Chris Courtenay, 4 hours 36 minutes. TB 20236.

When the mother of a boy begins an affair with a ship's officer, he and his friends idealise the man at first; but it is not long before they conclude that he is in fact soft and romantic. They regard this disillusionment as an act of betrayal on his part - and the retribution is deliberate and horrifying. TB 20236.

Nabokov, Vladimir
Despair: a novel. 1936. Read by Gabriel Woolf, 7 hours 17 minutes. TB 180.

An apparently commonplace German manufacturer stumbles across a man he believes to be his double, and starts plotting to turn this chance encounter to his advantage. TB 180.

Nin, Anais

Delta of Venus. 1977. Read by Liza Ross, 9 hours 46 minutes. TB 11516.

In this collection of erotic writings, Anais Nin conjures up a glittering cascade of sexual encounters. Creating her own 'language of the senses', she explores an area that was previously the domain of male writers. Her prose evokes the essence of female sexuality. Contains passages of a sexual nature.  TB 11516.
Orwell, George

Burmese days. 1934. Read by Charles Armstrong, 10 hours 2 minutes. TB 18202.

Set in the days of the Empire, with the British ruling in Burma, Burmese Days describes both indigenous corruption and Imperial bigotry. Against the prevailing orthodoxy, Flory, a white timber merchant, befriends Dr Veraswami, a black enthusiast for Empire. The doctor needs help. U Po Kyin, Sub-divisional Magistrate of Kyauktada, is plotting his downfall. The only thing that can save him is European patronage: membership of the hitherto all-white Club. While Flory prevaricates, beautiful Elizabeth Lackersteen arrives in Upper Burma from Paris. At last, after years of 'solitary hell', romance and marriage appear to offer Flory an escape from the 'lie' of the 'pukka sahib pose'. Contains strong language. TB 18202.
Pagnol, Marcel

The water of the hills: two novels. 1962. Read by Mark Elstob, 16 hours 35 minutes. TB 19463.

Comprises Jean de Florette and Manon of the Source. Pagnol's tragedy explores themes of sacrifice, selfishness & revenge in a Provencal village. TB 19463.
Rand, Ayn

The fountainhead. 1943. Read by Amy Finegan, 35 hours 41 minutes. TB 19122.

Howard Roark is a brilliant architect who dares to stand alone against the hostility of second-hand souls. The novel is a passionate defence of individualism and presents an exalted view of man's creative potential. It is a story of ambition, power, gold and love. TB 19122.
Sinclair, Upton

The jungle. 1906. Read by Michael Fitzpatrick, 15 hours 47 minutes. TB 18831.

Upton Sinclair's dramatic and deeply moving story exposed the brutal conditions in the Chicago stockyards at the turn of the nineteenth century and brought into sharp moral focus the appalling odds against which immigrants and other working people struggled for their share of the American dream. TB 18831.
Spark, Muriel

The driver's seat. 1970. Read by Carolanne Lyme, 3 hours 11 minutes. TB 17543.

Lise has been driven to distraction by working in the same accountants' office for sixteen years. So she leaves everything behind her, transforms herself into a laughing, garishly-dressed temptress and flies abroad on the holiday of a lifetime. But her search for adventure, sex and the obsession experience takes on a far darker significance as she heads on a journey of self-destruction. Contains violence. TB 17543.
Steinbeck, John

Cannery Row. 1945. Read by William Hope, 6 hours 42 minutes. TB 19303.

In the din and stink that is Cannery Row a colourful blend of misfits - gamblers, whores, drunks, bums and artists - survive side by side in a jumble of adventure and mischief. TB 19303.
Tolkien, J R R

The Silmarillion. 1977. Read by Damian Lynch, 16 hours 47 minutes. TB 17166.

Prequel to The Lord of the Rings trilogy. The Silmarrilli were three perfect jewels, fashioned by Fëanor, most gifted of the Elves. When the first Dark Lord, Morgoth, stole the jewels for his own ends, Fëanore and his kindred took up arms and waged a long and terrible war to recover them. This is the story of their rebellion against the gods and the history of the First Age of Middle-earth. TB 17166.
Toole, John Kennedy

A confederacy of dunces. 1980. Read by Marvin Kane, 14 hours 16 minutes. TB 4212.

Ignatius J. Reilly; philosopher and slob extraordinare, is quite content to laze in his New Orleans back bedroom, but his mother, baleful Fortune  and a strange chain of events conspire against him. Contains strong language. TB 4212.

Watson, Winifred

Miss Pettigrew lives for a day. 1938. Read by Jacqueline King, 6 hours 21 minutes. TB 16210.

Miss Pettigrew, an approaching-middle-age governess, was accustomed to a household of unruly English children.When her employment agency sends her to the wrong address, her life takes an unexpected turn. The alluring nightclub singer, Delysia LaFosse, becomes her new employer, and Miss Pettigrew encounters a kind of glamor that she had only met before at the movies. Over the course of a single day, both women are changed forever. TB 16210.
Waugh, Evelyn

Sword of honour. Read by John Richmond, 28 hours 15 minutes. TB 562. 
The Sword of Honour trilogy consists of three novels, Men at Arms (1952), Officers and Gentlemen (1955) and Unconditional Surrender (1961). Guy Crouchback, nearly forty, Catholic, serves as an officer during the war and finds his army career stimulating, puzzling, and often unexpected. TB 562.
Webb, Charles

The graduate. 1963. Read by William Hope, 5 hours 55 minutes. TB 16274.

As far as Benjamin Braddock's parents are concerned, his future is sewn up. Now he has graduated from college, he will go to Yale or Harvard, get a good job and enjoy a life of money, cocktails and pool parties in the suburbs, just like them. For Benjamin, however, this isn't quite enough. When his parents' friend Mrs Robinson, a formidable older woman, strips naked in front of him and they begin an affair, it seems he might have found a way out. That is, until her daughter Elaine comes into the picture, and things get far more complicated. Contains passages of a sexual nature. TB 16274.
Webb, Mary

Precious bane. 1924. Read by Peter Gray, 11 hours. TB 2008.

Born in the era of Waterloo in the wild country of Shropshire, Prudence Sarn is a passionate girl, cursed with a hair lip. Cursed for it, too, by the superstitious people amongst whom she lives. She loves two things: the remote countryside of her birth and Kester Woodseaves, the weaver. TB 2008.

Wharton, Edith

Ethan Frome. 1911. Read by William Roberts, 3 hours 31 minutes. TB 9384. 

A love triangle set in the rural isolation of New England, which has devastating consequences. TB 9384.

Woolf, Virginia
Orlando. 1928. Read by Norma West, 8 hours 54 minutes. TB 9833.

A biography like no other, its central character's life spans three centuries and encompasses many altering circumstances, including a change of sex. We see Orlando as a dashing young man at the courts of Elizabeth I and Charles II, as a young woman in the London of Addison and Pope, taking tea with Dr Johnson, and driving down Regent Street in 1928. TB 9833.
Wyndham, John

The Midwich cuckoos. 1957. Read by John Dunn, 7 hours 15 minutes. TB 529.

An invasion from outer space has a shattering effect on a quiet English village. TB 529.

Yerby, Frank

The Foxes of Harrow. 1947. Read by Michael Fitzpatrick, 20 hours 20 minutes. TB 18698.

The story begins with the adventures of the illegitimate Irish gambler, Stephen Fox. He's worked his way around Europe and America and has now settled near New Orleans. He schemes and gambles until he establishes himself as a wealthy planter, building the great hall of Harrow. This story brings to life a bygone era of plantation life in the deep south. Contains passages of a sexual nature. TB 18698.
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