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18th Century 

Defoe, Daniel 

Robinson Crusoe. 1719. Read by Duncan Carse, 10 hours 45 minutes. TB 16120.

Shipwrecked on a desert island, Robinson Crusoe must learn to survive. At first he is alone - but then cannibals arrive at the island, with a prisoner. Can Crusoe rescue the man, or will he face the same fate? And will he ever leave the island alive? TB 16120.

Fielding, Henry

Tom Jones. 1749. Read by John Richmond, 39 hours 30 minutes. TB 1486.

This novel takes its wide-eyed hero from innocence to experience through

inns and bedrooms from Somerset to London and back, while at the same time

continuing a farcical debate about the true nature of the novelist's art. TB 1486.

Goldsmith, Oliver 

The vicar of Wakefield. 1766. Read by Arthur Bush, 8 hours 13 minutes. 

TB 1448.

A witty account of the adventures of a clergyman and his family reduced to

poverty. TB 1448.

Laclos, Pierre Ambroise Francois Choderlos de

Les liaisons dangereuses. 1762. Read by Gabriel Woolf, 16 hours 6 minutes. TB 240.
When this novel was first published in Paris in 1762, society read it with moral indignation: forty years later it was condemned as "dangerous" by government decree. The book describes, through letters, how two ruthlessly amoral aristocrats - a man and a woman - plot and achieve the seduction of a young girl for motives of revenge and what can only be described as professional pride in sexual intrigue. TB 240.

Richardson, Samuel

Pamela. 1740. Read by Elizabeth Proud, 44 hours. TB 5042.

The story is told in a series of letters from the heroine, Pamela Andrews, a young maid whose mistress has just died when the story opens. The lady's son, Mr B, attempts to take "dishonourable advantage" of his position. Although Pamela finds him loathsome and leaves the house, he pursues her relentlessly. TB 5042.
Smollett, Tobias

Peregrine Pickle. 1751. Read by John Richmond, 41 hours 45 minutes. TB 927.

The adventures of Peregrine Pickle, scoundrel and swashbuckler, in 18th century England. TB 927.

Sterne, Laurence 

Tristram Shandy. 1791. Read by Peter Barker, 21 hours 41 minutes. TB 5664.

Beginning with an account of his own conception (because his father had forgotten to wind the clock!) this parson-turned-writer uses the story of his birth and early years as a vehicle for many bizarre and hilarious digressions. These include - amongst others - his Uncle Toby, nursing his 'wound in the groin' and playing war games with Tristam's father and Dr. Slop whose delivery technique gave the author a birthday present of a bent nose. TB 5664.

Swift, Jonathan

Gulliver's travels. 1726. Read by John Richmond, 11 hours 40 minutes. TB 179.

A powerful satire on mankind, morals, and social habits, written in the form of travel in wonderland. TB 179.  

Voltaire
Candide. 1759. Read by Peter Snow, 4 hours. TB 917.

This tale begins with the hero, Candide, being expelled from the Westphalian castle of Baron Thunder-ten-tronckh for making love to the Baron's daughter, Cunegonde. So begins a series of disastrous misadventures on a fantastic odyssey for Candide, Cunegonde and Dr Pangloss. TB 917.
Walpole, Horace 

The castle of Otranto: a gothic story. 1764. Read by Nigel Graham, 5 hours 52 minutes. TB 11073.

The earliest and most influential of the Gothic novels. This book gives us a series of catastrophes, ghostly interventions, revelations of identity, and exciting contests. Crammed with invention, entertainment, terror, and pathos, the novel was an immediate success and Walpole's own favourite among his numerous works. TB 11073.
19th Century

Alcott, Louisa May

Little women. 1868. Read by Gretel Davis, 10 hours 45 minutes. TB 1968. 

Little women series;  book 1. "Little Women" tells the story of a year in the life of the March family. We hear of their troubles and joys and come to sympathise with each character: maturing Meg, gifted Jo, gentle Beth and lively Amy, as they extend their kindness to all around them. TB 1968. 

Austen, Jane 

Persuasion. 1817. Read by Juliet Stevenson, 8 hours 56 minutes. TB 14955.

Anne Elliot has been persuaded to break off her engagement, but meets Wentworth again after some time, and the story is concerned with the gradual revival of his passion for her. TB 14955.

Austen, Jane 

Sense and sensibility. 1811. Read by Juliet Stevenson, 12 hours 54 minutes. 

TB 14954.

Mrs Dashwood and her two daughters must leave the family home and move to

a small house in another part of the country. Soon Marianne and Elinor both fall in love, but they must first learn some terrible secrets before they find true happiness. TB 14954.

Ballantyne, R M

Coral island. 1858. Read by Robert Gladwell, 11 hours. TB 3538.

Ralph, Jack and Peterkin have to use all their ingenuity to survive on the South Sea island on which they are shipwrecked. TB 3538.

Balzac, Honore de 

Cousin Bette. 1846. Read by Andrew Timothy, 25 hours 15 minutes. TB 2293.

Set in Paris in the early 19th century, this is a story of family life and of the evil caused by the malicious Lisbeth, who masks frustration and bitterness behind a facade of goodwill. TB 2293.

Bede, Cuthbert

Adventures of an Oxford freshman. 1853. Read by Philip Bird, 4 hours 5 minutes. TB 15590. 

This volume introduces us to the escapades of a naive student thrown into university life amongst the hallowed halls of Oxford c.1850. TB 15590.
Blackmore, R D
Lorna Doone. 1869. Read by Stephen Jack, 25 hours 15 minutes. TB 348.

Set in the times of Charles II and James II, this is the story of John Ridd, an Exmoor yeoman, and his revenge for the murder of his father by the Doones. His love for Lorna complicates the issue until it is discovered that she is the daughter of a Scottish noble, so that the impediment to the marriage becomes one of social situation. This is soon overcome by her fidelity and by his services to an old kinsman of Lorna and to the king. TB 348.

Bronte, Anne

The tenant of Wildfell Hall. 1848. Read by Gabriel Woolf, 17 hours 15 minutes. TB 1548.

This the story of Helen Huntingdon, and her swaggering, debauched husband

and of Gilbert Markham, the man who falls in love with Helen. This is an

impassioned and bold treatment of the issue of women's equality, written

during the 1840s when the oppression of women was at its height. TB 1548.

Bronte, Charlotte

Jane Eyre. 1847. Read by Lucy Scott, 20 hours 32 minutes. TB 14397.

A story of passionate love, travail and final triumph. The relationship between the heroine and Mr Rochester is only one episode, albeit the most important, in a detailed fictional autobiography in which the author transmuted her own experience into high art. TB 14397.

Bronte, Emily 

Wuthering heights. 1847. Read by Michael Kitchen, 11 hours 42 minutes. 

TB 16036.

The passionate and tragic story of Catherine Earnshaw and Heathcliff is one of the highpoints of nineteenth century Romantic literature. In the relationship of Cathy and Heathcliff, and in the wild, bleak Yorkshire Moors of its setting, Wuthering Heights creates a world of its own, conceived with a disregard for convention, and an instinct for poetry and the darkest depths of the human soul in torment. TB 16036.

Carroll, Lewis 

Alice's adventures in wonderland. 1865. Read by Robin Holmes, 3 hours 14 minutes. TB 13087.

A story, originally written for children, which has become a world classic in which Alice has an adventure after falling down a rabbit hole. TB 13087.
Collins, Wilkie

The moonstone. 1868. Read by Eric Gillett, 22 hours 37 minutes. TB 1367.

Rachel Verinder inherits a mystical yellow diamond sought after by a group of Hindu priests who have waited for centuries to reclaim their ancient talisman. TB 1367.

Cooper, James Fenimore

The last of the mohicans. 1826. Read by Jonathan Oliver, 16 hours 53 minutes. TB 8856.

This is a fictional novel with a factual core, namely, the massacre of the British by the Indians at Fort William Henry in 1757. This fictional aspect involves romance, sexuality and heroism, but within the placid character of the novel there lurks a dramatic and violent inner part, which reflects the hatred felt between the two warring factions. TB 8856.

Crane, Stephen
The red badge of courage. 1895. Read by Walter Lewis, 5 hours 16 minutes. 

TB 13461.

This great classic of the American Civil War is one of the most important accounts of the reality of war and its aftermath. It deals with the effects of war on one man, and speaks for a generation. TB 13461.

Dickens, Charles

Little Dorrit. 1857. Read by Nigel Graham, 39 hours 42 minutes. TB 13605.

Born in Marshalsea Prison, Little Dorrit brings love and hope to her family in its changing fortunes, and to her friend and benefactor Clennam. TB 13605.

Dickens, Charles
Nicholas Nickleby. 1839. Read by George Hagan, 37 hours 43 minutes. 

TB 1442.

Nicholas goes as usher to Dotheboys Hall, where he meets the sadistic Squeers and his family. He foils the wicked plans of his uncle Ralph and rescues his sister from Sir Mulberry Hawk. TB 1442.

Disraeli, Benjamin

Coningsby. 1844. Read by Eric Gillett, 20 hours 15 minutes. TB 2019.

Against a background of the progress of the 1832 reform bill through parliament, Disraeli tells the story of the early life of Harry Coningsby. Born into a privileged background Coningsby goes against the wishes of his grandfather in both his political views and his choice of wife. TB 2019.
Dostoevskii, F M

The idiot. 1869. Read by Gene Foad, 29 hours 18 minutes. TB 5963.

Two young men meet on the Petersburg train; Rogozhin, dark, stocky, well-dressed and rich; Prince Myshkin, tall, fair, rather gaunt and shabby. His education has been interrupted by epilepsy and he calls himself an idiot, but he does have some unusual gifts, not the least being the ability to say - with disconcerting clarity - not only what he is thinking himself, but to put into words the thoughts of others; yet his

innocence has a strange attraction for all who meet him. TB 5963.

Dumas, Alexandre 

The man in the iron mask. 1847. Read by Steve Hodson, 30 hours 46 minutes. TB 5722. 

King's Musketeers series;  book 4. Sequel to: Ten years later. The romantic adventure story of the mysterious prisoner of Chateau d'lf. TB 5722. 

Du Maurier, George 

Trilby. 1894. Read by David Dunhill, 11 hours. TB 1831.

The tragic story of Trilby, an artist's model, who became a famous singer under the mesmeric influence of Svengali. TB 1831.
Eliot, George 

Daniel Deronda. 1876. Read by Gabriel Woolf, 32 hours 27 minutes. TB 4410.

The author created in Daniel Deronda possibly the most likeable character of all her novels. Through the actions and reactions of society life in the mid-nineteenth century there emerges a clear picture of the life of the European Jew, no longer actively persecuted yet made aware of English prejudice. TB 4410.

Eliot, George 

Silas Marner. 1861. Read by Gabriel Woolf, 8 hours. TB 1195.

Silas, the miserly recluse, is desperate when his gold is stolen, but finds comfort in the love and brightness of Eppie, the orphan he has brought up and who is eventually discovered to be the niece of the man who had stolen the precious gold. TB 1195.

Flaubert, Gustave

Madame Bovary. 1857. Read by John Richmond, 15 hours 50 minutes. TB 1337.

A French novel renowned for its realistic picture of small-town bourgeois life of an ambitious, ruthless wife who drives her doctor-husband to despair and destruction with her deceits and schemes. TB 1337.

Gaskell, Elizabeth

North and south. 1854. Read by Gabriel Woolf, 19 hours. TB 1129.

This novel is a study of the contrast between the values and habits of rural southern England and industrial northern England. The heroine, Margaret Hale, is the daughter of a parson whose religious doubts force him to resign his Hampshire living and to move with his family to a northern city. Gaskell skilfully explores issues of class and gender in the conflict between Margaret's ready sympathy with the workers and her growing attraction to the charismatic mill owner, John Thornton. TB 1129.

Gaskell, Elizabeth

Wives and daughters. 1863. Read by Robin Holmes, 30 hours. TB 1149.

Focusing on two families, the Gibsons and the Hamleys, this novel describes the habits, loyalties, prejudices, petty snobberies, rumours and adjustments of a whole countryside hierarchy. TB 1149.

Gissing, George

The whirlpool. 1897. Read by Robert Gladwell, 19 hours 58 minutes. TB 4520.

Set against a background of Imperial Britain, this novel depicts life on the fringes of fashionable London in the 1880's. The author examines a 'rational' marriage and the frustrations of an English 'Madame Bovary.' TB 4520.

Grossmith, George

The diary of a nobody. 1897. Read by Robin Holmes, 5 hours 17 minutes. TB 5638.

Being a true and faithful account of the daily comings of the Pooter household: Charles, the author, his dear wife Carrie and their (at times) difficult-to-understand son Lupin. Pooter is Everyman struggling to maintain dignity in the face of petty frustration. TB 5638.

Haggard, Henry Rider

King Solomon's mines. 1886. Read by Stephen Jack, 8 hours 50 minutes. TB 1857. 

Allan Quatermain series; book 1. Allan Quatermaine sets out with Sir Henry Curtis and Captain Good to find Sir Henry's brother who was believed to have gone into unexplored and savage parts of Africa in search of the lost diamond mines of the Solomon Mountains. TB 1857.

Hardy, Thomas

Jude the obscure. 1895. Read by Robin Holmes, 17 hours 25 minutes. TB 1190.

A village stonemason, eager to study for the priesthood, has a sensual streak which aids his tragic downfall, as flesh and spirit war for supremacy. TB 1190.

Hawthorne, Nathaniel 

The scarlet letter. 1850. Read by Marvin Kane, 9 hours. TB 1626.

The scene is 17th century Boston: Hester is ostracised with her illegitimate child, and her husband wreaks terrible revenge on the man who causes her unhappiness. TB 1626.

Hughes, Thomas 

Tom Brown's schooldays. 1857. Read by Peter Gray, 11 hours 14 minutes. TB 1765.

This novel describes Tom's time at Rugby School from his first football match, through his troubled adolescence when he is savagely bullied by the unspeakable Flashman, to his growing maturity as a young man. TB 1765.

Hugo, Victor

Notre-Dame of Paris. 1831. Read by John Livesey, 17 hours 37 minutes. TB 6948. 

The tragic tale of Quasimodo, the hunchback hero, is dominated by the huge and glorious architecture of Notre-Dame de Paris. The city as she was in 1482 comes to life in this epic novel woven around the lives of La Esmerelda and Frollo and how these intertwine with that of the sad recluse. TB 6948.

James, Henry 

The turn of the screw. 1898. Read by Rosemary Davis, 5 hours 38 minutes. TB 7954.

A complex web of fantasies, worked upon by the fraught and tortured mind of Miles and Flora's Governess. The other people who haunt this novel include Miles' distant uncle, Miss Jessel the previous governess, and Quint who is found dead on the road from the village. In this novel, Henry James probes the lives and imaginations of the people who live at the big house. TB 7954.

Jerome, Jerome K 

Three men in a boat. 1889. Read by Martin Jarvis, 6 hours 33 minutes. TB 13969.

Suffering from every malady in the book, three men and a dog decide to head for a restful vacation on the Thames. They encounter the joys of roughing it, of getting their boat stuck in locks, of having to eat their own cooking, and of course, the glorious English weather. TB 13969.

Kingsley, Charles 

Westward ho! 1855. Read by Stephen Jack, 25 hours 27 minutes. TB 1541.

A patriotic tale of adventure, Jesuit intrigue and naval enterprise in the time of Queen Elizabeth. TB 1541.

Kipling, Rudyard
The jungle book. 1894. Read by Garard Green, 6 hours 15 minutes. TB 1996.

The much loved stories of Mowgli, Akela, and Rikki-Tikki-Tavi, and life in the Indian Jungle. TB 1996.

Le Fanu, Sheridan
Uncle Silas: a tale of Bartram-Haugh. 1864. Read by George Hagan, 19 hours 26 minutes. TB 1808.

A life full of terror awaits Maud in the house of her murderous guardian, Uncle Silas and she narrowly escapes a terrible end. TB 1808.

Marryat, Frederick W 

The children of the New Forest. 1847. Read by David Broomfield, 11 hours 45 minutes. TB 1159.

A story of adventure in the wild countryside during the troubled times following the defeat of Charles I, and of the children of a cavalier family forced to live in hiding while their father's enemies ruled the land. TB 1159.

Maupassant, Guy de
Boule de suif and other stories. 1880. Read by Robin Holmes, 9 hours 5 minutes. TB 1414.

A collection of short stories by one of the masters of French literature. TB 1414.

Melville, Herman
Moby Dick. 1851. Read by Duncan Carse, 24 hours 34 minutes. TB 1700.

The story of Captain Ahab's relentless pursuit of a cunning and ferocious whale. TB 1700.

Poe, Edgar Allan 

Tales of mystery and imagination. 1842. Read by David Bauer, 9 hours. TB 1529.

Ten of Poe's best mysteries, including 'The Murders in the Rue Morgue' and 'The Pit Pendulum'. TB 1529.

Scott, Walter 

Rob Roy. 1817. Read by James Cairncross, 19 hours 40 minutes. TB 4724.

During the Jacobite rising of 1715, Francis Osbaldistone, son of a rich London merchant, on refusing to adopt his father's profession, is banished to Osbaldistone Hall in the north of England home of his uncle. His hard-drinking uncle has six boorish sons, including Rashleigh who is a malignant plotter and has had designs on his noble-minded cousin, Diana. When Diana falls in love with Francis, Rashleigh sets out to destroy him. TB 4724.

Sewell, Anna 

Black Beauty. 1877. Read by Elizabeth Proud, 6 hours 2 minutes. TB 1713.

The life story of a horse, written with gentle sympathy and understanding. TB 1713.

Shelley, Mary Wollstonecraft
Frankenstein. 1818. Read by Robert Trotter, 7 hours 13 minutes. TB 8912.

Mary Shelley's nightmare vision has haunted generations of readers and inspired innumerable literary imitations and film versions. Here is the original story of the brilliant scientist whose magnificent obsession not only destroys himself and everyone he loves, but threatens the entire human race. TB 8912.

Spyri, Johanna 

Heidi. 1880. Read by Elizabeth Proud, 5 hours 45 minutes. TB 2297.

The story of little Heidi, who lived with her uncle up high in the Alps, and whose happy, cheerful nature brought happiness to so many. TB 2297.

Stevenson, Robert Louis 

Kidnapped. 1886. Read by Peter Kenny,  7 hours 48 minutes. TB 14878.

Set in Scotland in 1751, Kidnapped remains one of the most exciting adventure stories ever written. It tells of how young David Balfour, orphaned, and betrayed by his uncle Ebenezer who should have been his guardian, falls in with Alan Breck, the unscrupulous but heroic champion of the Jacobite Cause. TB 14878.

Stoker, Bram
Dracula. 1897. Read by Christopher Saul, 17 hours 15 minutes. TB 6193.

Jonathan Harker's fearful experience at Count Dracula's castle in Transylvania marks the beginning of a chain of unspeakable horrors, as the vile Count claims innocent victims to join his diabolical world of the un-dead. Only Doctor Van Helsing has the key to salvation... TB 6193.

Stowe, Harriet Beecher
Uncle Tom's cabin. 1852. Read by Liza Ross, 5 hours 3 minutes. TB 13459.

This novel has earned the title of not only bestseller, but also the first protest novel to have a direct impact on political events. The story follows the life and vissitudes of Uncle Tom, a noble negro, and portrays the humanity of an enslaved black people and the moral evil of their enslavement. TB 13459.

Thackeray, W M  

The memoirs of Barry Lyndon, Esq. 1844.  Read by John Cormack, 13 hours 17 minutes. TB 12693.

Set in the second half of the eighteenth century, Barry Lyndon is the fictional autobiography of an adventurer and rogue. Born into the petty Irish gentry, and outmanoeuvred in his first love-affair, a ruined Barry volunteers for the British army. After seeing service in Germany he deserts and, after a brief spell as a spy, pursues the career of a gambler in the dissolute clubs and courts of Europe. In a determined effort to enter fashionable society he marries a titled heiress but is finally outwitted by her and ends his days in a debtors' prison. TB 12693.

Tolstoi, L N
Anna Karenina. 1876. Read by Judy Franklin, 35 hours 25 minutes. TB 5458.

Translated by Constance Garnett from the Russian in 1901, the story follows three marriages set against a background of nineteenth century Russia, town life as well as country, the wealthy and the destitute. Central is the loveless union between Anna and Karenina which drives her into the arms of Count Vronsky, an affair so intense and so against convention that it is doomed to fail. TB 5458.

Trollope, Anthony
The warden. 1855. Read by Eric Gillett, 7 hours 45 minutes. TB 919. 

The Barsetshire chronicles;  book 1. This book centres on Reverend Harding and his youngest daughter Eleanor. With humour and satire, it tells of the moral dilemma he faces when accused of living on the funds that should be distributed to the almshouse for which he is warden. One of his chief critics is John Bold, with whom Eleanor is in love. Harding wants to act courageously but in a way which

will not alienate Eleanor or her lover. TB 919. 

Turgenev, Ivan Sergeevich
Fathers and sons. 1862. Read by Jack de Manio, 9 hours. TB 1610.

Conflict between two generations in Tsarist Russia, with the nihilist Bazarov representing the revolt of the young free-thinking intellectuals, embodying the spirit of revolution. Paul Petrovitch speaks for the older generation which accepts the need for gradual reform, up to a point. TB 1610.

Twain, Mark
The prince and the pauper. 1881. Read by Andrew Timothy, 7 hours. TB 3252.

The tale of a London Beggar boy and the young prince who was to become Edward VI, identical to look at, they decide to change places, and then have difficulty establishing their true identities. TB 3252.

Verne, Jules 

Twenty thousand leagues under the sea. 1870. Read by Malcolm Ruthven, 13 hours 29 minutes. TB 3791.

The central character of this book, which is remarkable for its prediction of the invention of the submarine, are in the process of exploring marine disturbances 

when they are captured by the megalomaniacal Captain Nemo. TB 3791.

Wilde, Oscar
The picture of Dorian Gray. 1890. Read by David Brown, 10 hours. TB 759.

"If it were I who was to be always young, and the picture that was to grow old...I would give my soul for that!" The wish uttered by Dorian Gray as he gazes on his portrait forms the basis of this story, of a gilded and spoilt hedonist who is willing to sell his soul for his beauty. TB 759.

Wood, Henry

East Lynne. 1861. Read by Judith Whale, 29 hours 55 minutes. TB 1776.

The tragic story of Lady Isabel, her marriage and happy years, how she left her husband in a moment of foolish despair, and returned unknown to East Lynne after many years to finish her life near her beloved former husband and their children. TB 1776.

Zola, Emile 

Therese Raquin. 1867. Read by Christopher Oxford, 9 hours 27 minutes. TB 15773.

In a dingy apartment on the Passage du Pont-Neuf in Paris, Therese Raquin is trapped in a loveless marriage to her sickly cousin, Camille. The numbing tedium of her life is suddenly shattered when she embarks on a turbulent affair with her husband's earthly friend Laurent, but their animal passion for each other soon compels the lovers to commit a crime that will haunt them for ever. TB 15773.

20th Century

Alain-Fournier 

Le Grand Meaulnes (The lost estate). 1913. Read by Michael Maloney, 6 hours 35 minutes. TB 16045.

The only novel by a man who was killed in action in 1914 at the age of 27, this text is an exploration of the twilight world between boyhood and manhood, with its mixture of idealism, realism and sheer caprice. TB 16045.
Amis, Kingsley
Lucky Jim: a novel. 1954. Read by Franklin Engelmann, 9 hours 28 minutes. TB 1492.

The hero's appointment to the staff of a provincial university provides a setting for comic situations and satire. Unsuitable for family reading. TB 1492.

Baldwin, James
Go tell it on the mountain. 1953. Read by David Graham, 9 hours 42 minutes. 

TB 10178.

A story of the guilt, bitterness and spiritual strivings of the Grimes family which is told as the son, John, faces the issue of religious conversion in the Temple of the Fire Baptised. TB 10178.

Barrie, J M 

Peter Pan. 1904. Read by David Dunhill, 5 hours 45 minutes. TB 2380.

The story of the boy who did not want to grow up, and his adventures in the Never Never Land with Captain Hook, the Red Indian Princess Tiger Lily, and his fairy friend Tinker Bell. TB 2380.

Baum, L Frank

The wonderful wizard of Oz. 1900. Read by Gabriel Woolf, 4 hours 6 minutes. TB 2813.

The wonderful adventures of Dorothy and her friends the Scarecrow, the Tin

Man, and the Sad Lion in the Land of Oz. TB 2813.

Bellow, Saul 

Humboldt's gift: a novel. 1975. Read by Marvin Kane, 21 hours 25 minutes. TB 2975.

Charlie Citrine is a gentle person, but he is also resilient, and he triumphs finally over all the trials and tribulations which beset him in Chicago. TB 2975.

Buchan, John 

The thirty-nine steps. 1915. Read by Andrew Timothy, 3 hours 56 minutes. TB 897. 

Richard Hannay series; book 1.The first of the famous Richard Hannay spy stories; a web of international intrigue spun in London and Scotland. TB 897.

Bulgakov, Mikhail Afanas'evich 

The master and Margarita. 1938. Read by Steve Hodson, 19 hours 1 minute. TB 11812.

The devil with his retinue, a poet incarcerated in a mental institution for speaking the truth, and a recreation of the story of Pontius Pilate, constitute the elements out of which Mikhail Bulgakov wove this book. Long suppressed in its native land, it provides us with the essence of the voice of dissent. TB 11812.

Burgess, Anthony
A  clockwork orange. 1962. Read by Ben Crystal, 6 hours 29 minutes. TB 15706.

Fifteen-year-old Alex and his three friends start an evening's mayhem by hitting an old man, tearing up his books and stripping him of money and clothes. Because of his delinquent excesses, Alex is jailed and made subject to "Ludovico's Technique", a chilling experiment in reclamation treatment. Contains strong language. TB 15706.

Burnett, Frances Hodgson

The secret garden. 1909. Read by Jon Curle, 7 hours 24 minutes. TB 443. 

After the death of her parents, Mary is brought back from India as a forlorn and unwanted child to live in her uncle's house on the moors. She is miserable and disagreeable, until the wonderful day she discovers a hidden door to a mysterious secret garden. TB 443. 

Burroughs, Edgar Rice
Tarzan of the apes. 1912. Read by Peter Marinker, 9 hours 22 minutes. TB 13488.

When Tarzan is orphaned as a baby, deep in the African jungle, he is saved by a she-ape and raised as one of her own. By the time he has grown into a young man, Tarzan has the strength and courage of ten - but then his jungle domain is disturbed by the arrival of "civilized" men. TB 13488.

Butler, Samuel 

The way of all flesh. 1903. Read by John Richmond, 18 hours 15 minutes. TB 1639.

In the form of a novel, brilliant with wit and irony, the author presents a study of his favourite theme, the relations of parents to children. The idiosyncrasy of the Pontifex family is traced from father to son through several generations: old John Pontifex, the village carpenter, George, the domineering publisher, Theobold his son, who is bullied into taking orders and jockeyed into marriage with the smug Christina, and Ernest, their child, who in turn suffers cruelly from the pharisical tyranny of his father during childhood and schooldays. TB 1639.

Camus, Albert 

The outsider. 1942. Read by Peter Billinsley, 3 hours 32 minutes. TB 5366.

Meursault is a French-Algerian, working as a clerk and leading an apparently unremarkable bachelor life. Yet in the eyes of society he is inhuman and dangerous...a threat. TB 5366.

Chandler, Raymond

The big sleep. 1939. Read by Marvin Kane, 7 hours 6 minutes. TB 1165.

Justice of an unexpected sort is done after a series of murders while a case of blackmail is being investigated. TB 1165.

Chekhov, A P 

In the ravine and other short stories. Read by Kenneth Branagh, 3 hours 45 minutes. TB 15708.

Here are twelve stories from the brightly comic to the overtly tragic, each full of the sharpest observations of personality and situation, and with implications beyond their brief form. TB 15708.

Childers, Erskine
The riddle of the sands: a record of secret service recently achieved. 1903. Read by George Hagan, 12 hours 45 minutes. TB 1879.

An Englishman sailing a small yacht among the Friesian Islands stumbles on secret German plans. An exciting story and a forewarning of the war which followed. 

TB 1879.

Conrad, Joseph 

Heart of darkness; and The Congo diary.1902. Read by Jonathan Oliver, 8 hours 32 minutes. TB 15810.

This book reflects the savage repressions carried out in the Congo by the Belgians in one of the largest acts of genocide committed up to that time. Conrad's narrator encounters at the end of the story a man named Kurtz, dying, insane, and guilty of unspeakable atrocities. This volume contains Conrad's Congo Diary, a chronology, further reading, notes, a map of the Congo, a glossary and an introduction discussing the author's experiences of Africa. Contains strong language. TB 15810.

Cronin, A J 

The citadel. 1937. Read by Franklin Engelmann, 14 hours 45 minutes. TB 1522.

When newly-qualified doctor Andrew Manson takes up his first post with a Welsh mining community he is full of idealism and enthusiasm. However, he finds that the reality of practising medicine in primitive conditions very different from the theory, and he makes enemies as well as friends. TB 1522.

Doyle, Arthur Conan 

The hound of the Baskervilles. 1902. Read by Stephen Jack, 5 hours 53 minutes. TB 1407.

The Baskerville family is haunted by a phantom beast "with blazing eyes and dripping jaws" which roams the mist enshrouded moors around the isolated Baskerville Hall on Dartmoor. Is this devilish spectre the manifestation of a family curse? Only Sherlock Holmes can solve this affair. TB 1407.

Du Maurier, Daphne 

Rebecca. 1938. Read by Ginita Jiminez, 18 hours 6 minutes. TB15809.

Working as a lady's companion, the heroine of Rebecca learns her place. Her future looks bleak until, on a trip to the South of France, she meets Max de Winter, a handsome widower whose sudden proposal of marriage takes her by surprise. She accepts, but whisked from glamorous Monte Carlo to the ominous and brooding Manderley, the new Mrs de Winter finds Max a changed man. And the memory of his dead wife Rebecca is forever kept alive by the forbidding housekeeper, Mrs Danvers. TB15809.

Faulkner, William
The sound and the fury. 1929. Read by John Chancer, 11 hours 29 minutes. TB 15815.

The story of the dissolution of the once aristocratic Compson family told through the eyes of three of its members. In different ways they prove to be inadequate to their own family history, unable to deal with either the responsibility of the past or the imperatives of the present. Contains strong language. TB 15815.

Fitzgerald, F Scott 

Tender is the night. 1934. Read by Marvin Kane, 12 hours. TB 1978.

Dick Diver's marriage to a wealthy mental patient, his care for her, and ultimate terrible decline into alcoholism and dissolution when she leaves him. TB 1978.

Ford, Ford Madox 

The good soldier: a tale of passion. 1915. Read by Peter Wickham, 9 hours 59 minutes. TB 16485. 

Edward Ashburnham is a first-rate soldier and a perfect English gentleman, a man whose single (fatal) flaw is his blind ruthlessness in affairs of love. Our only window on the strange events surrounding Ashburnham is provided by his friend, the husband he deceives. Ford's narrator entrusts us with everything he can remember, and these memories weave themselves. TB 16485. 
Forster, E M 

Howards End. 1910. Read by John Richmond, 13 hours 15 minutes. TB 1493.

A subtle and searching examination of the relevance of middle-class culture before the First World War. TB 1493.

Galsworthy, John 

The Forsyte saga.1906. Read by Crawford Logan, 34 hours 32 minutes. TB 14192. 

The Forsyte Saga traces the changing fortunes of the wealthy Forsyte dynasty through fifty years of material triumph and emotional disaster. This first volume begins as the nineteenth century is drawing to a close, and the upper middle classes, with their property and propriety, are becoming a dying section of society. The Forsytes are blind to this fact, clinging to their conventions and 'brilliant respectability'. As dignified Soames Forsyte struggles to uphold the old moral code in the face of the social revolution resulting from the Great War, his wife Irene's

extraordinary beauty causes even more disruption. The bitter feud between

them will come to split the Forsyte family for two generations. TB 14192.

Garcia Marquez, Gabriel 

Love in the time of cholera. 1985. Read by Jonathan Oliver, 16 hours 25 minutes. TB 13505.

When Dr Juvenal Urbino died, aged eighty-one-and-a-half, his widow, the once breath-taking Fermina Daza, instinctively recoiled from the one hand extended to steady and comfort her. A hand which for her long life had always been within reach but which, in her haughtiness and guilt, she would not acknowledge: the hand of Florentino Ariza. Gabriel Garcia Marquez tells a haunting love story. Contains passages of a sexual nature. TB 13505.

Gibbon, Lewis Grassic 

A Scots quair. 1946. Read by Patricia Kerrigan, 26 hours 14 minutes. TB 7368.

The story of Chris Guthrie, torn between her love of the land and her desire to escape from the narrow horizons of a peasant culture, is the thread that links the volumes, "Sunset song"; "Cloud Howe" and "Grey Granite" The personal joys and sorrows of Chris's life are interwoven with the greater historical and political events; the first world war, the general strike, the hunger marches of the 1930's; to create a picture of Scotland and its people. TB 7368.

Gibbons, Stella 

Cold comfort farm. 1932. Read by Elizabeth Proud, 9 hours 15 minutes. TB 1714. 

Cold comfort farm series; book 1. Flora has been expensively educated to do everything but earn her own living. When she is orphaned at 20, she decides her only option is to go and live with her relatives, the Starkadders, at Cold Comfort Farm. What relatives though. Flora feels it incumbent upon her to bring order into

the chaos. TB 1714. 

Golding, William 

Lord of the flies. 1954. Read by Trevor Lucas, 8 hours 29 minutes. TB 4721.

A group of boys are stranded on a desert island after a plane crash. They realize they must work together to survive. However, it is not long before their latent animal savagery erupts, shattering the thin veneer of civilization. TB 4721.

Grass, Gunter
The Tin Drum. 1961. Read by Robert Gladwell, 26 hours 15 minutes. TB 437.

Shut up in a lunatic asylum for a murder he did not commit, a man reviews

his strange life. Unsuitable for family reading. TB 437.

Graves, Robert 

I, Claudius. 1934. Read by George Hagan, 19 hours 30 minutes. TB 797.

A biographical novel about Claudius, covering the years from 10 BC to 41 AD when he was unwillingly made Emperor. TB 797.

Greene, Graham 

The Quiet American. 1955. Read by David Banks, 6 hours 50 minutes. TB 5087.

Pyle, an American working for the Economic Aid Mission during the early days of the Vietnam War in the 1950s, is murdered. But things are not as they appear in this conspiratorial country. Was Pyle devoted to helping the people of this troubled land, or was he involved with a Third Force, dedicated to anarchy? TB 5087.

Hall, Radclyffe
The well of loneliness. 1928. Read by Gretel Davis, 18 hours 16 minutes. TB 5208.

This book was banned in 1928 for twenty years because it is the story of an invert", that is a woman who is born with the mind and soul of a man trapped in a female body. Stephen was baptised with a saint's name by her father who had longed for a boy and she grew up with all the virtues of a son. As a daughter she thinks, feels and desires in a way that was forbidden to a woman and must therefore be an outlaw. TB 5208.
Hamilton, Patrick
Hangover Square: a story of darkest Earl's Court. 1941. Read by Nick Denning, 3 hours 21 minutes. TB 13378.

A man walks along the cliffs on Christmas Day in 1938, battling with his deep depression. This black mood, which he knows only too well, is to lead to the murder of a young and carefree girl.  TB 13378.

Hartley, L P 

The go-between. 1953. Read by Gabriel Woolf, 11 hours. TB 402.

Leo, now in his sixties, looks back to the summer of 1900, when as a young boy he stayed at a house in Norfolk. There he has his first glimpse of the passions and intrigue of adulthood which changed his life irrevocably. TB 402.

Heller, Joseph

Catch-22. 1961. Read by Peter Whitman, 17 hours 42 minutes. TB 15433.

A rational coward in World War II makes the craziest and puzzling dilemma suddenly understandable: if a man was crazy he could be grounded, all he had to do was ask; if he asked then he was showing concern for his own safety in the face of danger, which is the process of a rational mind; if he does not ask he cannot be grounded, but if he does he has proved he is not crazy: Catch-22. Contains strong language. TB 15433.

Hemingway, Ernest
A farewell to arms. 1929. Read by Peter Reynolds, 11 hours. TB 413.

Set in Italy in 1917, this story portrays the love of an English Nurse and an American soldier and their desperate attempt to find happiness in spite of the war. TB 413.

Hilton, James 

Good-bye, Mr Chips. 1934. Read by George Hagan, 6 hours 1 minute. TB 833.

The enduring classic depicting a gentle English schoolmaster's dedication to his profession. TB 833.

Huxley, Aldous
Brave new world. 1932. Read by David Brown, 9 hours 30 minutes. TB 608.

Prophesies on the future of man-kind, which may perhaps come to pass. The world of Bernard Marx and Lenina Crowne is one where human beings are brewed from test tubes and then conditioned to accept the duties of their predestined castes in society. It is a world of soma tablets and ultimate stability. TB 608.

Isherwood, Christopher
Goodbye to Berlin. 1939.  Read by Richard Earthy, 9 hours 3 minutes. TB 4927.

As in 'Mr Norris Changes Trains' the author is basing his novel on diaries kept in Berlin in the years 1929-33. The lens of his camera widens to take in Sally Bowles, the Nowaks and the Laudauers, and the whole decadent society of Berlin. A record of the increasing eruptions of violence that accompanied the disintegration of the democratic republic of Germany emerges with horrific clarity. TB 4927.
Joyce, James
The essential James Joyce. 1914. Read by various narrators, 25 hours 22 minutes . TB 10383.

A selection of Joyce's work which covers his entire writing life. "Chamber music", "Dubliners", "A portrait of the artist as a young man" and "Exiles" are published in full, with generous representative extracts from "Pomes penyeach" "Ulysses" and "Finnegan's wake". The text is supplemented by an introduction and critical and explanatory notes from Harry Levin, the foremost authority on Joyce. TB 10383.

Kerouac, Jack
On the road. 1957. Read by John Chancer, 14 hours 21 minutes. TB 12211.

On the road swings to the rhythms of 1950s underground America, jazz, sex,

generosity, chill dawns and drugs, with Sal Paradise and his hero Dean

Moriarty, traveller and mystic, the living epitome of Beat. TB 12211.

Kesey, Ken 

One flew over the cuckoo's nest. 1962. Read by Jonathan Oliver, 12 hours 27 minutes. TB 4958.

Life in an American mental hospital as told by Chief Broom Bromden, a half-Indian who is driven to feign being deaf and dumb for many years in order to survive the rigours and traumas of institutional life. He is the spectator without responsibility for the many incidents - some hilarious, some very moving - in this struggle between bureaucracy and the individual. Unsuitable for family reading. TB 4958.

Lawrence, D H 

Sons and lovers. 1913. Read by Gabriel Woolf, 17 hours 33 minutes. TB 336.

The author's own boyhood is reflected in this drama of human relationships in a Nottinghamshire mining village at the turn of the century. TB 336.

Lee, Harper 

To kill a mockingbird. 1960. Read by Marvin Kane, 10 hours 45 minutes. TB 2289.

In Maycombe County, Alabama, Atticus Finch and his children lived a quiet, upright sort of life until the day Atticus defended a negro on a rape charge; then danger seemed to lurk in the bushes and to threaten them from all dark places. TB 2289.

Leroux, Gaston
Phantom of the opera. 1911. Read by John Rye,  9 hours 24 minutes. TB 6617.

Classic horror story set mainly in the complex maze of the Paris Opera House with its cavernous subterranean bowels from which the phantom - half monster, half musical genius - made his mysterious appearances in order to further the career of beautiful young singer Christine Daae with whom he was in love. She in turn had just fallen in love with her childhood friend Vicomte Raoul de Chagny. TB 6617.

Lofting, Hugh 

The story of Doctor Doolittle, being the history of his peculiar life at home and astonishing adventures in foreign parts, never before printed. 1922. Read by David Dunhill, 2 hours 51 minutes. TB 2312.

The doctor's unique gift for communicating with animals leads him into some astonishing adventures. TB 2312.

London, Jack
White fang. 1906. Read by Arthur Bush, 8 hours 3 minutes. TB 1206.

A dog of mixed parentage - three parts wolf and one part dog - is taken from the wild and educated to the service of man. TB 1206.

Lowry, Malcolm 

Under the volcano. 1947. Read by David Sinclair, 18 hours 38 minutes. TB 5641.

The contradiction of a hero who fails to be a hero is explored in flashback and also in the character of Geoffrey Firman who drinks to become fully aware, although the price is isolation and the rejection of love. In the breakdown of this potentially great man the author portrays the erosion of values in the 20th century and, in particular, the tragic despair of Mexico against a background of Europe torn by the Spanish Civil War. TB 5641.

McCrone, Guy

Wax fruit. 1940. Read by Crawford Logan, 22 hours 45 minutes. TB 14089.

The wax fruit trilogy; books 1-3.This book brings together Guy McCrone's three classic novels, which chronicles the life and times of the Moorhouse family as they rise from the obscurity of an Ayrshire farm to a position of great prosperity in

Victorian Glasgow. TB 14089.

Mann, Thomas
The magic mountain. 1924. Read by David Broomfield, 39 hours 53 minutes. TB 1598.

A young engineer in a sanatorium in the Swiss mountains discovers himself

through the strength of his surroundings. TB 1598.

Mailer, Norman 

The naked and the dead. 1948.  Read by John Chancer, 30 hours 23 minutes. TB 14232.

The story of a platoon of young Americans soldiers as they pick their way through treacherous terrain across the Japanese-held island of Anopopei. Caught up in the confusion of close-armed combat, preyed upon by snipers, the men are pushed to the limit of human endurance. Held together only by the raw will to survive and barely sustained dreams of life beyond the maelstrom, each man finds his innermost hopes and deepest fears laid bare by the unrelenting stress of battle. Contains violence. TB 14232.

Mansfield, Katherine
Bliss and other stories. 1922. Read by Nicolette McKenzie, Christopher Scott and Vincent Brimble, 7 hours 27 minutes. TB 10426.

"Although Bertha Young was thirty, she still had moments like this when she wanted to run instead of walk, to take dancing steps on and off the pavement, to bowl a hoop, to throw something up in the air and catch it again, or to stand still and laugh at nothing, at nothing, simply." This second collection of Katherine Mansfield's stories first appeared in 1920, three years before her death; though her total output was small, her observations of human behaviour and evocations of place are unsurpassed. TB 10426.

Maugham, W Somerset

Of human bondage. 1915.  Read by Robert Gladwell, 26 hours 45 minutes. TB 636.

Philip finds himself tied by bonds of conscience as well as those of the flesh, when he becomes a student after a sheltered start to his life. TB 636.

Mitford, Nancy 

Love in a cold climate. 1949. Read by Rosemary Davis, 8 hours 50 minutes. TB 13379.

Love in a cold climate is memorable for Cedric, a glittering dragonfly of a young man, who emerges so unexpectedly from Novia Scotia to dazzle his Debrett relations and the regal Lady Montdore most of all. TB 13379.
Montgomery, Lucy Maud 

Anne of Avonlea. 1909. Read by Marvin Kane, 8 hours 56 minutes. TB 2090. 

Anne of Green Gables series; book 2. Sequel to: Anne of Green Gables, TB 15396. Five years on from her arrival at Green Gables, Anne Shirley is "half-past 16" and about to return to her old school as a teacher, before going to college. Set on inspiring youthful minds and hearts she'll have none of Mr Harrison's pessimism. Anne also finds a new cause - the improvement of Avonlea. TB 2090. 

Nabokov, Vladimir 

Lolita. 1955. Read by Jeremy Irons, 11 hours 31 minutes. TB 15108.

The story of Humbert Humbert, poet and pervert, and his obsession with 12-year-old Dolores Haze. Determined to possess his "Lolita" both carnally and artistically, Humbert embarks on a disastrous courtship that can only end in tragedy. Contains passages of a sexual nature. TB 15108.

Nesbit, E 

The railway children. 1910. Read by Cyril Fletcher, 5 hours 30 minutes. TB 1500.

On the horrid evening that their father was called away, the family moved to a small house, and the children spent so much time watching the trains and the station that they become known as the 'railway children'. TB 1500.

Orczy, Emmuska

The Scarlet Pimpernel. 1905. Read by Peter Gray, 10 hours. TB 2053.

As the French Revolution gives way to the Reign of Terror, Sir Percy Blakeney an English aristocrat known for little more than dandyism and sloth, risks his life to enter France in disguise to save French aristocrats from Madame Guillotine. TB 2053.

Orwell, George 

Keep the aspidistra flying. 1936. Read by Garard Green, 11 hours 25 minutes. TB 1202.

Gordon gives up a safe job in order to have more time for writing; but he falls in love, marries, has a family and gradually discovers the joys of social and financial security. TB 1202.

Pasternak, Boris 

Doctor Zhivago. 1958. Read by Garard Green, 25 hours 50 minutes. TB 1553.

Classic love story set in Russia at the time of the revolution. Yuri Zhivago, physician and poet, wrestles with the new order and confronts the changes cruel experience has made in him, and the anguish of being torn between the love of two women. 

TB 1553.

Proust, Marcel 

Swann's way. 1913. Read by Robin Holmes, 21 hours 35 minutes. TB 193.

Remembrance of things past series; book 1.Childhood recollections recaptured through the sensations of the present. TB 193.

Rhys, Jean
Wide Sargasso Sea. 1966. Read by George Hagan, 5 hours 5 minutes. TB 88.

The life of Rochester's first wife, the mad woman kept hidden at Thornfield Hall, who later haunted Jane Eyre. TB 88.

Runyon, Damon 

Damon Runyon on Broadway. 1950. Read by Garrick Hagon, 25 hours 28 minutes. TB 8726.

Damon Runyon's Broadway stories, set in the "hardened artery of New York",

are peopled with dudes, dolls, bootleggers, gangsters, dreamers and drop-outs who throng the speakeasies, do time in the sneezer and often meet death facing a Betsy. TB 8726.

Sabatini, Rafael 

The Sea-Hawk. 1915. Read by Andrew Timothy, 13 hours 15 minutes. TB 1464.

Sir Oliver, a typical English gentleman, is accused of murder, kidnapped off the Cornish coast, and dragged into life as a Barbary corsair. However Sir Oliver rises to the challenge and proves a worthy hero. TB 1464.

Sackville-West, Vita
All passion spent. 1931. Read by Gretel Davis, 7 hours 1 minute. TB 6121. 
As a young woman, Lady Slane had a burning ambition to become an artist, but in Victorian England a woman had no choice but to marry and sacrifice her individual will. Now aged eighty-eight and released by widowhood, Lady Slane is determined to do what she wants... TB 6121.
Sagan, Francoise 

Bonjour tristesse. 1954. Read by Natalie Macaluso, 2 hours 48 minutes. TB 16656. 

Cecile leads a hedonistic, frivolous life with her father and his young mistresses. On holiday in the South of France, she is seduced by the sun, the sand and her first lover. But when her father decides to remarry, their carefree existence becomes clouded by tragedy. TB 16656.
Saki
The best of Saki.  Read by Alistair Maydon, 9 hours 51 minutes. TB 10244. 

No writer has combined laughter with savagery more devastatingly than Saki. Though he died over 60 years ago, the blackness of his comedy is contemporary and his wit has lost none of its freshness and sparkle. At Edwardian tea tables, his elegant characters defend themselves against a malignant Nature waiting to kill and maim. As Tom Sharpe says "Step out through the French windows and you are in the realms of Pan". TB 10244.

Salinger, J D 

The catcher in the rye. 1951. Read by Marvin Kane, 7 hours. TB 1922.

A 16-year old American boy relates in his own words the experiences he goes through at school and after, and reveals with unusual candour the workings of his own mind. TB 1922.

Sartre, Jean-Paul 

The age of reason. 1945. Read by Steve Hodson, 16 hours 12 minutes. TB 13996.

Roads to freedom trilogy; book 1. Set in the volatile Paris summer of 1938, this book follows two days in the life of Mathieu Delarue, a philosophy teacher, and his circle in the cafes and bars of Montparnasse. Mathieu has so far managed to contain sex and personal freedom in conveniently separate compartments. But now he is in trouble, urgently trying to raise 4,000 francs to procure a safe abortion for his mistress, Marcelle. Beyond all this, filtering an uneasy light on his predicament, rises the distant threat of the coming of the Second World War. Contains passages of a sexual nature. TB 13996.

Solzhenitsyn, Aleksandr
One day in the life of Ivan Denisovich. 1974. Read by Anthony Parker, 6 hours 15 minutes. TB 1680.

Ivan is serving a ten-year sentence in a siberian labour camp. This is the story of one typical day. It is a glimpse of the fate of millions of Russians under Stalin, which shocked the world when it first appeared. TB 1680.

Spark, Muriel 

The prime of Miss Jean Brodie. 1961. Read by Kirstin Murray, 4 hours 11 minutes. TB 14998.

Miss Jean Brodie was a schoolmistress with a difference. Proud, cultured, romantic, her ideas were progressive, even shocking. And when she decided to transform a group of young girls under her tutelage into the "creme de la crème" of Marcia Blaine school, no one could have predicted the outcome. TB 14998.

Steinbeck, John 

East of Eden. 1952. Read by Liza Ross and Adam Henderson, 23 hours 54 minutes. TB 10730.

Set in the rich farmland of California's Salinas Valley, this sprawling and often brutal novel follows the intertwined destinies of two families - the Trasks and the Hamiltons - whose generations helplessly re-enact the fall of Adam and Eve and the poisonous rivalry of Cain and Abel. TB 10730.

Tolkien, J R R 

The Hobbit, or, there and back again. 1937. Read by Gabriel Woolf, 10 hours. TB 2574.

First book in Bilbo's adventure. Now a classic children's story, this is a tale of high adventure undertaken by a company of dwarves in search of dragon-guarded gold. A reluctant partner on this perilous quest is Bilbo Baggins, a comfort-loving, unambitious hobbit, who surprises even himself by his resourcefulness and skill as a burglar. As well as supremely exciting incidents, though, there are homelier moments: good fellowship and welcome meals along the road, laughter and song, and all "the freshness of an early world". The hobbit is also a prelude to The Lord of the Rings. TB 2574.

Tressell, Robert 

The ragged trousered philanthropists. 1914. Read by Malcolm Ruthven,  24 hours 51 minutes. TB 3720.

This book, written during the first decade of the century was sub-titled by the author 'The Story of Twelve Months in Hell, Told by One of the Damned' and sets out to present a faithful picture of working-class life of the time. It reveals the subjection and destitution of working class life, when everybody was supposed to be content with their place. TB 3720.

Von Arnim, Elizabeth 

The enchanted April. 1922. Read by Gretel Davis, 9 hours 56 minutes. TB 837.

Two bored wives take an Italian villa for a holiday; to meet expenses they share with two more women, and have many amusing experiences. TB 837.

Vonnegut, Kurt 

Slaughterhouse-five. 1969. Read by Marvin Kane, 5 hours 26 minutes. TB 1172.

Billy Pilgrim, an American captured by the Germans in the Second World War, is billeted in a slaughterhouse in Dresden and survives and annihilation of the city by the RAF. He later becomes rich and successful, only to find himself transported to another planet from which he returns radiant and full of desire to preach his message. Unsuitable for family reading. TB 1172.

Waterhouse, Keith 

Billy liar. 1959. Read by Alistair Maydon, 5 hours 39 minutes. TB 7043.

To Billy Fisher, Stradhoughton is one long subtopian cliche- a bad Yorkshire joke. Thus the dimmer his surroundings become, the more fantastic are his day-dreams in compensation. Neither his family nor his employers (undertakers) appreciate his fantasies as dictator soldier, cripple, novelist (successful, of course) and even convict (wronged), and he wades through the day with an ever-increasing stack of lies to bring him down. TB 7043.

Waugh, Evelyn 

Vile bodies. 1930. Read by Peter Gray, 6 hours 45 minutes. TB 1783.

The attempts, continually thwarted through lack of money and loss of jobs, of Adam and Nina to get married are the events round which this satirical novel of life at an everlasting party in the twenties, is woven. TB 1783.

Webb, Mary

Gone to earth. 1917. Read by Patricia Hughes, 10 hours 2 minutes. TB 5712.
Hazel Woodus is the daughter of a Welsh gypsy and a crazy bee-keeper. She is a creature of the woods and hills, at one with the seasons and the wild animals she loves. But because of her beauty and innocence she is drawn unwillingly into the world of mortal passion. TB 5712.

Wells, H G
The history of Mr Polly. 1910. Read by John Richmond, 9 hours 8 minutes.  TB 313.

Mr Polly has spent years as a respectable shopkeeper. His life has little to offer but more tedium and poverty. So he settles on the idea of suicide and plans a fire that will destroy him. But in the mayhem that ensues, he forgets to kill himself and finds a whole new world waiting for him. TB 313.

Wharton, Edith

The age of innocence. 1920. Read by Gretel Davis, 12 hours 16 minutes.  TB 4661.

Fashionable life of the 1870s in New York and Newport as seen by a woman looking back from the changed post-war world to a girlhood passed amidst the totems of these vanished tribes. The book was a Pulitzer Prizewinner. TB 4661.

Woolf, Virginia 

Mrs Dalloway. 1925. Read by Rosemary Davis, 9 hours 23 minutes. TB 14092.

The action spans one June day in London in 1923 but travels much further in time and space through the minds of Clarissa Dalloway, her husband, Richard and Peter Walsh who has just returned from India (and whom she rejected years ago to marry Richard); through the minds also of others whose lives brush against theirs: Sally Seton, an old friend, Miss Kilman, who has 'seen the light' and teaches history to young Elizabeth Dalloway with sinister serenity and sad, shell-shocked young Septimus and his little Italian wife. TB 14092.

Wren, P C 

Beau Geste. 1924. Read by Anthony Parker, 18 hours. TB 1234.

Three brothers leave their middle-class home in England to join the French Foreign Legion and danger. TB 1234.

Wyndham, John 

The Day of the Triffids. 1951. Read by Andrew Timothy, 10 hours. TB 2181.

William Mason is in hospital the day the Triffids take over. It soon becomes evident that very few people are going to escape from the frightful dangers that threaten everywhere. TB 2181.
Poetry

Classic American poetry: 65 favourites poems. 2000. Read by Garrick Hagon,  Liza Ross and William Hootkins, 2 hours 53 minutes. TB 15713.

This anthology of poetry reflects the changing pre-occupations and visions of Americans from the 16th century to the present day. Here are 65 poems by the leading classic figures in American poetry, including Longfellow, Poe, Dickinson, Whitman, Frost and E. E. Cummings as well as popular anonymous works such as Frankie and Johnny which are an integral part of American consciousness. TB 15713.

Eighteenth-century women poets: an Oxford anthology. 1989. Read by Patricia Hughes, 24 hours 5 minutes. TB 8174.

Unlike women who wrote fiction, most of those who wrote verse have been ignored since their own day. Yet they speak with vigour and immediacy, their moods varied from resentful and melancholic to humorous and exuberant, about their world and their experience: life in town and country, love and marriage. And women from all social strata wrote and found their way into print. This anthology of over a hundred poets opens a new perspective on the age. TB 8174.

Great narrative poems of the romantic age. 1996. Read by John Moffatt, Samuel West and Sarah Woodward, 2 hours 25 minutes. TB 15682.

Here are some of the finest narrative poems in the English language, dating from an age of rich inspiration: the nineteenth century. All tell powerful stories of human passion and endeavour, often reflected in vivid evocations of the medieval world. Poems by Samuel Taylor Coleridge, George Crabbe, John Keats, William Morris, Alfred, Lord Tennyson and William Wordsworth. TB 15682.

Great poets of the romantic age. 1994. Read by Michael Sheen, 2 hours 48 minutes. TB 15716.

This collection contains more than 40 of the finest poems in the English language. Poems by William Blake, William Wordsworth, Percy Bysshe Shelley, Samuel Taylor Coleridge, John Keats, Lord Byron and John Clare. TB 15716.

Nation's favourite love poems. 1997. Read by various narrators, 2 hours 37 minutes. TB 12405.

A selection of 100 popular love poems, based on a nation-wide poll. They include John Donne's "The Good-Morrow", Shakespeare's sonnet "Shall I Compare Thee to a Summer's Day?", Andrew Marvell's "To His Coy Mistress", and Elizabeth Barrett Browning's "How Do I Love Thee?". TB 12405.

The nation's favourite poems. 1996. Read by Cameron Stewart, 4 hours 42 minutes. TB 11588.

This anthology brings together the results of a nationwide poll to discover Britain's 100 best-loved poems. Among the selection are popular classics, such as poems from Tennyson and Wordsworth, alongside contemporary poets such as Alan Ahlberg and Jenny Joseph. TB 11588.

The new Oxford book of light verse. 1978. Read by Peter Wickham, 10 hours 6 minutes. TB 7663.

A collection that ranges from satire to nonsense verse, from deft vers de societe to epigrams and limericks, from Shakespeare to the New Statesman. It includes more than 250 poems by some 80 authors, from Shakespeare and Ben Jonson to Philip Larkin and John Fuller by way of Thackeray, Gilbert and Hilaire Belloc. TB 7663.

Poets of the Great War. 1997. Read by various narrators, 2 hours 12 minutes. TB 15702.

Here are the extraordinary writings of a generation who fought through a war of unprecedented destructive power, and who had to find a new voice to express the horror of what they discovered. The poems are arranged by theme to give a sense of how the writers' feelings and attitudes evolved. TB 15702.

Seven ages: an anthology of poetry with music. 1998. Read by various narrators, 2 hours 38 minutes. TB 15738.

This anthology of verse is the comic, tender and telling story of life's seven ages - from childhood to old age. Within the framework of Shakespeare's speech, "The Seven Ages of Man", are 150 great poems from all ages - from Chaucer to Ted Hughes. TB 15738.

Betjeman, John 

The best of Betjeman. 1978. Read by Peter Barker, 6 hours 56 minutes.  TB 3476.

A selection of the Poet Laureate's poetry, prose and work for television covering nearly fifty years. TB 3476.

Bronte, Emily 

Selected poems. 1994. Read by Rosalind Shanks, 1 hour 55 minutes.  TB 11556.

"Bloomsbury Poetry Classics" are selections from the work of some of our greatest poets, aimed at the general reader. Charlotte Bronte said of Emily's poems "these were not common effusions, nor at all like the poetry women generally write. I thought them condensed and terse, vigorous and genuine. To my ear they had also a peculiar music, wild, melancholy and elevating." TB 11556.

Brooke, Rupert 

Selected poems. 1995. Read by Nigel Graham, 1 hour 36 minutes. TB 11527.

"Bloomsbury Poetry Classics" are selections from the work of some of our greatest poets, aimed at the general reader. The selections have been made by the poet, critic and biographer Ian Hamilton. When Rupert Brooke died in 1915, aged 28, he was hailed as a national war hero. Few knew about the dark complications of his life. Had he lived, he may well have wished to revise certain lines of his most celebrated verses. TB 11527.

Browning, Elizabeth Barrett 

Selected poems of Elizabeth Barrett Browning. 1988. Read by Judith Whale, 8 hours 20 minutes. TB 7344.

Burns, Robert 

Poems of Robert Burns. 2008. Read by Hugh Ross, 2 hours 45 minutes. TB 16767.

This new selection by Ian Rankin of verses and lyrics from Scotland's national poet reveals a writer capable of evoking tremendous sympathetic power from his readers and a command of the sounds and rhythms of both standard English and the evocative Scots tongue. It also reveals an artist of incredible range. His 'Tam O' Shanter', with its midnight pursuit of witches from a grisly graveyard dance, is gripping, fantastical and funny in equal measure, 'Is there for honest poverty' beautifully expresses the egalitarian spirit by which Burns became a political hero for so many, and sentiments both romantic ('Ae Fond Kiss') and bawdy ('The Fornicator') co-exist in this selection. TB16767.
Chaucer, Geoffrey 

The Canterbury tales I. Read by various narrators, 3 hours 21 minutes. TB 13456.

Chaucer's greatest work, written towards the end of the fourteenth century, paints a brilliant picture of medieval life, society and values. The stories range from the romantic, courtly idealism of 'The Knight's Tale' to the joyous bawdy of the Miller's. This is a modern English verse translation. TB 13456.

Chaucer, Geoffrey
The Canterbury tales II . Read by various narrators, 3 hours 30 minutes. TB 13457.

Though writing in the thirteenth century, Chaucer's wit and observation comes down undiminished through the ages, especially in this accessible modern verse translation. The stories vary considerably from the uproarious Wife of Bath's tale, promoting the power of women to the sober account of patient Griselda in the Clerk's tale. TB 13457.

Chaucer, Geoffrey 

The Canterbury Tales III. 2004. Read by various narrators, 3 hours 43 minutes. TB 13914.

Though writing in the thirteenth century, Chaucer's wit and observation comes down undiminished through the ages, especially in this accessible modern verse translation. The group continues its pilgrimage to Canterbury, talking with each other, their interaction mediated (sometimes) by the host Chaucer himself. TB 13914.

Dickinson, Emily 

A murmur in the trees. 1998. Read by Liza Ross, 1 hour 15  minutes. TB 12476.

The book contains over one hundred poems selected by Ferris Cook. Her verse is "noted for its aphoristic style, its wit, its delicate metrical variation, and its bold and startling imagery" and has had great influence on twentieth century poetry". TB 12476.

Eliot, T S 

The waste land: and other poems. 1940. Read by Mark Elstob, 1 hour 35 minutes. TB 15833.

This is a selection of T. S. Eliot's poems including 'The waste land', this poem was revolutionary at the time and offers a devastating vision of modern civilisation between two World Wars. TB 15833.

Gibran, Kahlil 

The Prophet. 1923. Read by Garard Green, 1 hour 36 minutes. TB 13990. 

The prophet series; book 1. The thoughts both in poetry and poetic prose of this internationally-known philosopher-poet from Lebanon. Gibran lets his protagonist, called simply the prophet, deliver homilies on a variety of topics central to daily life: love marriage and children, work and play, possessions, beauty, truth, joy and sorrow and death. TB 13990. 

Gibran, Kahlil 

The garden of the prophet. 1933. Read by Garard Green, 1 hour 5 minutes. TB 14102. 

The prophet series; book 2. This was Gibran's last book, featuring Almustafa the Prophet, returned home after visiting his homeland in 'The Prophet'. The questions and views of his companions provoke inspirational answers, on subjects ranging from loneliness to beauty, and time to God. TB 14102. 
Heaney, Seamus 

Death of a naturalist. 1966. Read by Denys Hawthorne, 54 minutes. TB 8955.

The first book of poems from "the best Irish poet since W B Yeats". TB 8955.

Homer 

The Iliad. Read by Anton Lesser, 3 hours 56 minutes. TB 13463.

Perhaps the greatest poem of the Western world, the Iliad tells the story of fifty critical days towards the end of the Trojan war. Achilles has quarrelled with Agamemnon and sulks in his tent, while Hector brings his Trojans to the brink of victory; but fate will have the last word... TB 13463.

Homer
The Odyssey . Read by Anton Lesser, 3 hours 55 minutes. TB 13462.

Homer's Odyssey is the thrilling and moving tale of the wanderings of the hero Odysseus after the end of the Trojan war. For ten years he experiences storm, shipwreck and seduction as he tried to find a way home to Ithaca, contending with the wrath of Poseidon but protected by Pallas Athena. Meanwhile, his wife Penelope is beset by suitors who believe him dead... TB 13462.

Housman, A E
A Shropshire lad. 1896. Read by Gordon Dulieu, 1 hour 8 minutes. TB 16740. 

This coming of age in the countryside describes lovers in secluded lanes, cricket and church bells, cherry trees hung with snow and woods full of bluebells. Yet in "A Shropshire Lad" the fields and hills are also places of loss and sorrow, where men die young or are sent far away to fight in foreign wars. TB 16740.
Hughes, Ted 

The hawk in the rain. 1970. Read by Michael Tudor Barnes, 1 hour. TB 8377.

This is Ted Hughes' first volume of verse. When it appeared, it was acclaimed by every reviewer from A. Alvares to Edwin Muir. TB 8377.

Keats, John 

Selected poems and letters on John Keats. 1966. Read by Denys Hawthorne, 7 hours 19 minutes. TB 5806.

In this selection of Keat's poems and letters, the poems are placed as nearly as possible in the order in which they were written. The letters, or sections of letters, are interspersed with the poems and together they form a record of Keat's life and progress in poetry and prose. TB 5806.

Larkin, Philip 

Poems. Read by John Westbrook, Gretel Davis and Patrick Romer, 2 hours 55 minutes. TB 6530.

Four collections of Larkin poetry. "The North Ship" was published in 1945, "The Less Deceived" in 1955, "The Whitsun Weddings" in 1964 and "High Windows" in 1974. The American poet, Robert Lowell, wrote of Philip Larkin: "All the poems click for me. They have something to say and I think he has enriched English poetry with a new language that mixes description with a personal voice. No post-war poetry has so caught the moment...this is something new and imperishable". TB 6530.

Lear, Edward 

A book of learned nonsense: a centenary anthology of writings & sketches. 1987. Read by Gordon Dulieu, 4 hours 51 minutes.  TB 6758.

Edward Lear's nonsense verse is well-known but in fact he spent a good deal of his life travelling the continents in pursuit of his real occupation, that of painter. Included in this - on the whole - previously unpublished material are 55 of his "Old Landskipper's Letters" to his friend, Chichester Fortescue, "scribblebibbles", gleanings from his "Journals", "Tails" of his beloved cat, Foss, "Puffles of Prose" and "Lyrical Lyrics". TB 6758.

Longfellow, Henry Wadsworth 

The song of Hiawatha . 1855. Read by John Westbrook, 3 hours 56 minutes. TB 4855.

The original Hiawatha was a fifteenth century lawgiver who united a number of tribes. Gradually he merged in Indian folklore with a legendary demigod, the son of the West Wind and it is this Hiawatha that the nineteenth century American poet brings to life in his poem. TB 4855.

Milton, John 

Paradise lost. 2005. Read by Anton Lesser, 10 hours 27 minutes. TB 13968.

Milton tells the story of Man's creation, fall and redemption - to 'justify the ways of God to men'. Milton produced characters which have become embedded in the consciousness of English literature - the frail, human pair, Adam and Eve; the terrible cohort of fallen angels; and Satan, tragic and heroic in his unremitting quest for revenge. The tale unfolds from the aftermath of the great battle between good and evil to the moving departure of Adam and Eve from Eden, with human and eternal anguish intertwined in magnificent resonance. TB 13968.

Milton, John
Paradise regained. 2006. Read by Anton Lesser, 2 hours 30 minutes. TB 15736.

Following the fall of Adam and Eve from the Garden of Eden in Milton's  "Paradise Lost", Milton turns his attention to the temptation of Jesus in the wilderness by Satan in "Paradise Regained". In this work, a sequel to "Paradise Lost", Satan tests Jesus in a similar way to Eve in the Garden of Eden. However, Jesus is not seduced by the promises of Satan and passes his test. TB 15736.

Omar Khayyam
Rubaiyat. 1868. Read by Garard Green, 29 minutes. TB 13989.

The first edition of Edward Fitzgerald's translation of the Persian tentmaker's verses. He lived and died at Naishapur and sustained by his yearly pension of 1200 mithkals of gold from the Treasury, he studied science and astronomy, wrote his poems and prayed for the Vizier who supported him. TB 13989.

Owen, Wilfred 

Selected poems. 1995. Read by John Cormack, 1 hour 36 minutes. TB 11491.

"Bloomsbury Poetry Classics" are selections from the work of some of our greatest poets, aimed at the general reader. The selections have been made by the poet, critic and biographer Ian Hamilton. Wilfred Owen was sent to the front during the First World War. He was encouraged in the belief that poets should tell the truth about the conduct of the war. Owen won the Military Cross for bravery and was killed a week before the Armistice, aged 24. TB 11491.

Sassoon, Siegfried 
The war poems. 1934.  Read by John Westbrook, 3 hours. TB 4809.

The poet enlisted at the outbreak of the First World War and was awarded the Military Cross for gallantry in action. His war poetry depicts the horrors of the trenches, and illustrates his growing bitterness towards hypocrisy and romanticism. TB 4809.

Shakespeare, William 

Venus and Adonis; and The rape of Lucrece. 2006. Read by Eve Best, Clare Corbett and David Burke, 3 hours 22 minutes. TB 15717.

In Venus and Adonis, the goddess of love pleads with the beautiful boy to submit to her advances and become her lover - but he only wants to hunt boar. In the more serious Rape of Lucrece, Shakespeare draws on the Roman tale of Tarquin's desire for Lucrece and its tragic consequences. The poems give prominent parts to the two heroines. TB 15717.

Smith, Stevie

The collected poems of Stevie Smith. 1985. Read by Pauline Munro, 9 hours 41 minutes. TB 6010. 

Amused and amusing, even barbed at times, these poems deal often with death and yet reveal an irrepressible love of life. TB 6010.

Sutcliff, Rosemary

Beowulf:  retold by Rosemary Sutcliff. 1961. Read by Christopher Scott, 2 hours. TB 4534.

Set in Saxon England, a sea captain brings news of the terrible monster, Grendel, who preys on the bravest warriors in Denmark. Beowulf sets sail, aiming to rid the Danish King of this scourge. The story tells of his three great battles; with Grendel, the Sea-Woman, and in old age, with the Fire-Drake. TB 4534.

Wilde, Oscar 
Selected poems. 1998. Read by John Cormack, 1 hour 26 minutes. TB 11566. 

"Bloomsbury Poetry Classics" are selections from the work of some of our greatest poets, aimed at the general reader. The selections have been made by the poet, critic and biographer Ian Hamilton. Although now famed chiefly as a playwright, Oscar Wilde started his career as a poet, winning the Newdigate Prize at Oxford in 1878. His most well known poem is 'The Ballad of Reading Gaol'. TB 11566.

Wordsworth, William
The poetry of William Wordsworth. 1984. Read by John Westbrook, 25 hours 21 minutes. TB 6871.

For the first time Wordsworth's poems are presented in order of composition and in texts in which their original identity is restored. A selection of the poet's critical writing is added to a generous selection of the poetry which includes the longer narratives "The Ruined Cottage", "Home at Grasmere" and the autobiographical masterpiece, "The Prelude". TB 6871.
Drama

Beckett, Samuel 

Krapp's last tape - Not I - A piece of monologue - That time . 2006.  Read by various narrators, 1 hour 30 minutes. TB 14667. 
Krapp's "Last Tape" finds an old man, with his tape recorder, musing over the past and future. "Not I" is a remarkable tour de force for a single actress, as a woman emits memories and fears. "That time" and "A piece of monologue" express Beckettian concerns of introspection, memory and hopelessness in different ways - yet always with sympathy for the human condition. TB 14667.

Beckett, Samuel
Waiting for Godot. 2006. Read by various narrators, 2 hours 6 minutes  TB 14666. 
This play portrays two tramps, trapped in an endless waiting for the arrival of a mysterious personage named Godot, while disputing the appointed place and hour of his coming. They amuse themselves with various bouts of repartee and word-play. TB 14666.

Bennett, Alan

The History Boys. 2006. Read by various narrators, 2 hours 34 minutes.  TB 15739.

At a boys' grammar school in Sheffield, eight boys are being coached for the Oxbridge entrance exams. It is the mid-eighties, and the main concern of the unruly bunch of bright sixth-formers is getting out, starting university - and starting life. At the heart of "The History Boys" are four characters, each with contrasting outlooks on teaching and school: Hector, an eccentric English teacher with no interest in exams; Irwin, a young supply teacher who sees history as 'entertainment'; Mrs. Lintott, a traditionalist, who teaches 'history, not histrionics'; and, a Headmaster obsessed with results. Contains strong language. TB 15739.

Coward, Noel
Blithe Spirit: an improbable farce. 2002. Read by various narrators, 2 hours 11 minutes. TB 13913.
When novelist Charles Condomine invites a medium into his house in order to learn about the occult for his new book, the last thing he or his second wife dream is that the séance will bring back his first wife, Elvira, who wants Charles all to herself. TB 13913.

Ibsen, Henrik
Hedda Gabler. 2002. Read by various narrators, 2 hours 24 minutes. TB 15715.

Hedda Gabler, a deceased General's daughter, marries dull George Tesman and foresees a life of middle-class tedium stretching ahead when they return from honeymoon. Increasingly, she is drawn into the clutches of her admirer, Judge Brack, who seeks to establish a menage a trois. Then a former flame arrives in the brilliant but dissolute Eilert Lovborg to rival her husband for an academic post. TB 15715.

Shakespeare, William
Hamlet: Prince of Denmark. Read by Anton Lesser, Edward de Souza and Susan Engel, 3 hours 55 minutes. TB 13453.

A tragic drama about a young prince attempting to avenge his father's murder. His uncle has seduced Hamlet's mother, killed his father, and usurped his claim to the crown. Hamlet's melancholic, irresolute temperament, however, inhibits decisive action and contributes to more calamities. This is a fully dramatised version. TB 13453.

Shakespeare, William
Henry V. Read by Samuel West, Timothy West and Cathy Sara, 3 hours 6 minutes. TB 13454.

A historical drama dealing with suspected treason, the invasion of France, and a royal courtship. Two knaves and a braggart provide comic relief. This is a fully dramatised version. TB 13454.

Shakespeare, William 

King Lear. Read by Paul Scofield, Alec McCowen and Kenneth Branagh, 3 hours 6 minutes. TB 13450.

A tragedy concerning a petulant king and his three daughters. Amid much other more political action, Lear is taken in by false avowals of love from two of his daughters, and disinherits a third because of her refusal to flatter him. This is a fully dramatised version. TB 13450.

Shakespeare, William
Macbeth. Read by Stephen Dillane and Fiona Shaw, 2 hours 20 minutes. TB 13449.

A tragedy based on an episode in Scottish history. The victorious general Macbeth is hailed by three witches as future King of Scotland. He murders King Duncan and one disaster follows another. This is a fully dramatised version. TB 13449.

Shakespeare, William 

A midsummer night's dream. Read by various narrators, 2 hours 19 minutes. TB 13455.

In this romantic comedy, Hermia is promised to Demetrius but is in love with Lysander. Helena is in love with Demetrius. The lovers flee to the forest, followed by Demetrius and Helena, where they meet the merry Puck with his magic love juice. This is a fully dramatised version. TB 13455.

Shakespeare, William 

Othello. Read by Hugh Quarshie, Anton Lesser and Emma Fielding, 3 hours 1 minute. TB 13451.

One of the most staged of all Shakespeare's plays, Othello is a tale of love and betrayal, secrets, passions, and intrigue. Psychology and wit pit strength and virtue against jealousy and evil agendas. The results leave no winners, only tragedy in the lives of the jealous Moor, Othello, and his wife, Desdemona. TB 13451.
Shakespeare, William
Richard III. Read by Kenneth Branagh, Geraldine McEwan and Michael Maloney, 3 hours 20 minutes. TB 13448.

Richard emerges from the chaos which surrounds the reign of Henry VI determined to become king by removing his elder brother Edward IV by convincing him that their brother Clarence is plotting against the crown. The deaths of both Clarence and Edward take Richard inexorably towards the crown, and the series of murders and conspiracies that Richard masterminds confirms his claim that 'I am determined to prove a villain.' This is a fully dramatised version. TB 13448.
Shakespeare, William 

Romeo and Juliet. Read by Michael Sheen, Kate Beckinsale and Philip Madoc, 2 hours 50 minutes. TB 13452.

A romantic tragedy of two teenagers from rival families who fall in love. A sentence of exile and an impending arranged marriage force the two to flee. A friar suggests a ruse to accomplish their union, but miscommunication causes it to backfire. This is a fully dramatised version. TB 13452.
Shakespeare, William
The Tempest. 2004. Read by Ian McKellen and Emilia Fox, 2 hours 8 minutes. TB 14189.

The wronged Duke raises a tempest to shipwreck his old opponents on his island so that he can ensure justice is done. TB 14189.

Shakespeare, William 

Twelfth night. Read by Stella Gonet and Gerard Murphy, 2 hours 15 minutes. TB 13447.

A comedy about brother and sister twins who are separated by shipwreck. Mistaken identities and lovers' problems precede their eventual reunion. This is a fully dramatised version. TB 13447.

Wilde, Oscar

Lady Windermere's fan. Read by Juliet Stevenson, Samuel West and  Michael Sheen, 1 hour 43 minutes. TB 13460.

Lady Windermere learns that her husband is spending much time with a Mrs Erlynne, and fearing that he is being unfaithful to her, she decides that their marriage is over. Then, in an act of generosity, Mrs Erlynne protects Lady Windermere's reputation and the truth about loyalty is revealed. This is a fully dramatised version. TB 13460.
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