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Best cat stories. 1989. Read by Multiple narrators, 8 hours 17 minutes. TB 9435.

This collection represents the best of cat stories, chosen for cat lovers by cat lovers. Included are stories by P.G. Wodehouse, Doris Lessing, Patricia Highsmith and many others. The cats in this volume are as varied as those in real life: comic, heroic, spoiled and fat. TB 9435.

Cat tales for Christmas. 1993. Read by Peter Wickham, 9 hours 53 minutes. TB 10229.

Subtle cats, stubborn cats, wicked cats, knowing cats, cats slinking, purring, pouncing, cats solitary and sociable, scruffy and sublime, all are here. From the English home counties to the streets of New York, writers as diverse as Ellis Peters, Damon Runyon, Italo Calvino and Roald Dahl spin stories by turns cosy and macabre, sentimental and strange. Between them they offer a collection that captures the essence of feline charm and, like every cat, is a source of surprise and delight. TB 10229.

Adams, Richard
Watership Down. 1972. Read by Robin Holmes, 19 hours. TB 2576.

Only a few rabbits escape with their lives when men destroy their warren. Many dangers have to be faced as they search for a safe place to establish a new one. TB 2576.

Adams, Richard

Tales from Watership Down. 1996. Read by Richard Derrington, 6 hours 57 minutes. TB 10934. 

The author returns to the memorable world of the rabbits in this collection. The first part includes several traditional folk stories known to all rabbits. Then follow tales about the adventures of El-ahrairah, the mythical rabbit hero. In the third and principal section are stories about Hazel, Fiver, Bigwig and their companions. TB 10934.

Adams, Richard 

The plague dogs. 1977. Read by Christopher Scott, 17 hours 45 minutes. TB 4568.

Two dogs, victims of vivisection, escape from a research laboratory in the Lake District. They team up with a fox and live wild. When it is discovered that the dogs may be carriers of bubonic plague, they are hunted down remorselessly. Unsuitable for family reading. TB 4568.

Adamson, Joy
Born free: a lioness of two worlds. 1960. Read by Judith Whale, 5 hours 40 minutes. TB 600.

Elsa series; book 1.  The true story of Elsa the lioness, who was brought up as a pet, and at the age of three was taught to return to the jungle and fend for herself. TB 600.

Adamson, Joy

Living free: the story of Elsa and her cubs. 1961. Read by Judith Whale, 7 hours 21 minutes. TB 604. 

Elsa series; book 2.  A further account of Elsa and her cubs. TB 604.

Adamson, Joy
Forever free: Elsa's pride. 1962. Read by Phyllis Boothroyd, 8 hours. TB 18. 

Elsa series; book 3. Tells of Elsa's death and how her cubs were transferred to the Serengeti Park in Tanganyika. TB 18.

Adamson, Joy

The spotted sphinx. 1969. Read by Alvar Lidell, 11 hours 4 minutes. TB 1070.

Pippa series; book 1.  The author, famous for her epic of Elsa, the Kenyan lioness, tells of her efforts to restore Pippa, a tame cheetah, to its natural wild heritage. TB 1070.

Adamson, Joy 

Pippa's challenge. 1972. Read by Elizabeth Proud, 7 hours 15 minutes. TB 2103. 

Pippa series; book 2. The story of Pippa the tame cheetah, and her cubs. TB 2103.

Amory, Cleveland

The cat who came for Christmas. 1988. Read by Arthur Blake, 7 hours 22 minutes. TB 7626.

In an unguarded moment Amory offers a home to a stray tom cat rescued from the back alleys of New York. As he soon discovers, this is no ordinary animal and, like any intelligent feline, it promptly takes over the whole household, training its owner in precisely the lifestyle it prefers. A charming story which will strike a chord with any human who shares their home with a member of this delightful species. TB 7626.

Ansell, Michael

Leopard: the story of my horse. 1980. Read by Michael Maine, 3 hours 13 minutes. TB 3780.

The story of an extraordinary horse - Leopard - and his rider, one of England's most exceptional horsemen. TB 3781.
Bach, Richard
Jonathan Livingstone Seagull. 1973. Read by Gabriel Woolf, 1 hour 3 minutes. TB 13008.

The tale of a gull who seeks supremacy in flight. TB 13008.

Bagnold, Enid 
National Velvet. 1935. Read by Robin Holmes, 8 hours 41 minutes. TB 2157.

A fourteen-year-old girl with a passion for horses wins a piebald gelding in a shilling raffle, the beginning of a fruitful partnership. TB 2157.
Barne, Kitty
Rosina Copper. 1954. Read by Elizabeth Proud, 5 hours 42 minutes. TB 3145.

The story of a wonderful copper-coloured pony and of the people who befriended her when she was starved and neglected. TB 3145.

Briggs, Katharine M

Nine lives: cats in folklore. 1980. Read by Kate Binchy, 5 hours 46 minutes. TB 4134.

A look at the cat in folk-lore from ancient Egypt to the present day. TB 4134.
Brown, Helen

Cleo: how a small black cat helped heal a family. 2010. Read by Helen Cashin, 9 hours 45 minutes. TB 18563.

Helen Brown wasn't a cat person, but her nine-year old son Sam was. A week after Helen agreed to let Sam have a kitten, Sam was killed in a road accident. Not long after this, a little black kitten was delivered to the family's doorstep. Helen was ready to send her back, but Sam's younger brother, Rob, identified with the kitten who'd also lost her brothers. Stroking her, it was the first time Helen had seen him smile since Sam's death. There was no choice, the kitten -- dubbed Cleo -- had to stay. Cleo's immense character slowly taught the family to laugh again, giving them hope of getting back to normal. TB 18563.
Burnford, Sheila 

The incredible journey. 1961. Read by Peter Bryant, 3 hours 17 minutes. TB 777.

About three domestic pets who travel alone many miles through very rough country, determined to reach their old home. TB 777.

Burridge, Richard
The grey horse: the true story of Desert Orchid. 1992. Read by Tom Crowe, 9 hours 58 minutes. TB 9613.

The story of Desert Orchid is a modern fairy tale, from his lowly origins, through a brilliant hurdling career, to winning four consecutive awards as National Hunt Horse of the Year. This is his dramatic inside story, compellingly told by his principal owner, a professional scriptwriter, and charts the highs and occasional lows of this wonderful horse. It also tells of the extraordinary impact he has had on the Burridge family, and on the lives of all who have come into contact with him. There are many surprises. TB 9613.
Christy, Bryan

The lizard king: the true crimes and passions of the world's greatest reptile smugglers. 2009. Read by Stuart Milligan, 7 hours 38 minutes. TB 19270.

Michael J. Van Nostrand owns a business in Florida importing as many as 300,000 iguanas each year as well as hundreds of thousands of snakes, lizards, frogs, spiders, and scorpions. This book tells how, for years, Special Agent Chip Bepler has been trying to expose Van Nostrand's suspected crimes as a reptile smuggler. Contains strong language. TB 19270.

Clement, Aeron
The cold moons. 1987. Read by Ray Jones, 10 hours 13 minutes. TB 7150.

In 1970 a special field-study by the Ministry of Agriculture suggests that the incidence of bovine TB can be blamed on badgers. An extermination policy becomes official and the badgers must move on in search of "Elysia" or die. Their journey is long and dangerous and many die on the way – a moving story that is a powerful plea for the survival of one of our last remaining large mammals. TB 7150.

Clunes, Martin

A dog's life. 2008. Read by Adam Booth, 6 hours 57 minutes. TB 16641.

Martin embarked on a worldwide quest to look into the history of dogs, and link the pampered pets of today with their wild ancestors painted dogs in Tanzania, dingoes in Australia and wolves in Yellowstone National Park, USA. He also explores how humans have shaped the dog breeds of today, visiting the Beverly Hills Mutt Club and meeting working dogs in several countries police dogs, hunting hounds and sled dogs. Contains strong language. TB 16641.

Crocker, Gareth

Leaving Jack. 2008. Read by John Chancer, 7 hours 30 minutes. TB 16720.

After losing his wife and young daughter in a plane crash, US journalist Fletcher Carson joins the flagging war effort in Vietnam where he plans to die. However, during one of his early missions he rescues a critically wounded Labrador and helps nurse him back to health. Fletcher names the dog Jack and, as the bond deepens between them, he slowly begins to regain his will to live. A ceasefire is then signed, effectively bringing an end to the war. As the soldiers celebrate the announcement, it is soon followed by bad news. The American Government declares that, due to the cost of the withdrawal, all US dogs serving in the war have been labelled as 'surplus military equipment' and will be left behind. For Fletcher, he knows that if he abandons Jack, then he too will be lost. TB 16720.

Dickens, Monica 
Cobbler's dream. 1963. Read by John Richmond, 7 hours 45 minutes. TB 620.

A moving story set in a home of rest for horses. TB 620.
Duncan, Alex
It's a vet's life. 1961. Read by Jon Curle, 6 hours 9 minutes. TB 913.

A recently qualified veterinary surgeon is offered a partnership in his uncle's practice, and discovers life with his patients and their strange owners is varied, exciting, and often hilarious. TB 913.

Durrell, Gerald

My family and other animals. 1980. Read by Anthony Parker, 12 hours 5 minutes. TB 922.

A bewitching book set in Corfu. TB 922

Durrell, Gerald

Three singles to Adventure. 1954. Read by Eric Gillett, 6 hours. TB 1726.

An account of a trip to British Guiana to collect wild animals.  TB 1726.

Durrell, Gerald

The Bafut Beagles. 1958. Read by Roy Williamson, 6 hours 18 minutes. TB 935. 

During his stay with the friendly natives of Bafut in the Cameroons, the author collected numerous creatures and amusingly describes the antics of animals and people. TB 935.

Durrell, Gerald

A zoo in my luggage. 1960. Read by Jon Curle, 5 hours 42 minutes. TB 13038.

The story of how Gerald Durrell and his wife set up their own zoo. Journeying to the Cameroons, he and his wife, helped by the renowned Fon of Bafut, managed to collect 'plenty beef.' Their difficulties began when they found themselves back at home, with Cholmondely the chimpanzee, Bug-Eye the bush-baby, and other founder members, and nowhere to put them. TB 13038.

Durrell, Gerald

Island zoo. 1961. Read by Jon Curle, 1 hour 32 minutes. TB 13002.

Collecting wild creatures for zoos has one snag; having to part with your animal friends. The author's West African search for wild animals ends with his making his own zoo in Jersey. TB 13002.

Durrell, Gerald

Two in the bush. 1966. Read by George Hagan, 7 hours 45 minutes. TB 67.

With his wife the author set off through New Zealand, Australia, and Malaya to see what was being done about wild-life conservation and to film for the B.B.C. TB 67.

Durrell, Gerald

Birds, beasts and relatives. 1969. Read by Andrew Timothy, 7 hours 43 minutes. TB 1111. 

More stories of the author's youth in Corfu. TB 1111.

Durrell, Gerald 
The garden of the gods. 1978. Read by John Rye, 6 hours 54 minutes. TB 4996. 

Further details of a happy childhood on Corfu, the author is ten years old, observant and funny as he discovers the world about him. TB 4996.
Durrell, Gerald

Fillets of plaice. 1971. Read by Peter Barker, 7 hours 15 minutes. TB 1742.

Further amusing reminiscences of life on Corfu. TB 1742.

Durrell, Gerald 

Catch me a colobus. 1972. Read by David Strong, 6 hours 5 minutes. TB 2064.
Further trials and tribulations, including two hectic expeditions to Africa in quest of the Colobus, and to Mexico in search of the Volcano Rabbit. TB 2064.

Durrell, Gerald

Beasts in my belfry. 1973. Read by Anthony Parker, 7 hours 15 minutes. TB 2249.

Funny and charming book for animal lovers. TB 2249.

Durrell, Gerald

The stationary ark. 1976. Read by John Richmond, 6 hours 30 minutes. TB 3065.

A book about zoos in general and in particular the rather different sort of zoo the author has built up on the Isle of Jersey. TB 3065.

Durrell, Gerald

Golden bats and pink pigeons. 1977. Read by Andrew Timothy, 5 hours. TB 3250.

The author sets off to Mauritius, home of the ill-fated Dodo, to help rescue some of the fast dwindling bands of creatures on the island from almost certain extinction. TB 3250.

Edwards, Monica

Badger valley. 1976. Read by Phyllis Boothroyd, 6 hours. TB 3071.

The story covers four years during which the author befriended families of badgers and got to know their many different characteristics and habits. TB 3071.

Evans, Nicholas
The horse whisperer. 1996. Read by William Dufris, 12 hours 25 minutes. TB 10729.

On a snow-covered morning in upstate New York, a girl out riding her horse is hit by a truck. Though horribly injured, both 13 year old Grace and her horse, Pilgrim, survive. Annie, Grace's mother, refuses to have Pilgrim destroyed and hears about a man in Montana, a "whisperer" who is said to have the gift of healing horses. They set off to find him and there, under the massive Montana sky, all their lives are changed forever. TB 10729.
Evans, Nicholas 
The loop. Read by Lorelei King, 13 hours 58 minutes. TB 14979.

This is the story of Helen Ross, a twenty-nine year old biologist, sent alone into Hope to protect the wolves from those who seek to destroy them. It is an epic tale of primal passion, exploring man's conflict with nature and the wild within himself. TB 14979.
Finden, Susan

Casper the commuting cat: the true story of the cat who rode the bus and stole our hearts. 2010. Read by Sherry Baines and Peter Kenny, 6 hours 9 minutes. TB 18253.

Casper became a national celebrity when newspapers ran the story of the amazing cat that regularly took the No. 3 bus on 11-mile journeys around his home town, Plymouth, in Devon. While his devoted owner, Susan Finden, had wondered where her elusive pet was disappearing to each day, Casper was brightening the lives of countless commuters as they went about their business. Bus drivers, too, were getting well-acquainted with Casper, and notices went up in their depot alerting staff that a very special passenger might board their vehicle. When Casper was sadly killed by a car in early 2010 messages of sympathy flooded in from places as far a field as Australia and Argentina. Movingly told by the owner who loved him dearly, Casper the Commuting Cat is the touching story of a very special black-and-white cat who rode the bus and stole our hearts. TB 18253.

Fogle, Bruce
101 questions your dog would ask its vet (if your dog could talk). 1994. Read by Richard Earthy, 3 hours 29 minutes. TB 10240.

"How can I overcome my fear of people?" "Will neutering make me fat and boring?" "Why do I have a compulsion to bury bones?" Even the best behaved dogs sometimes act in ways that are hard to understand. In this humorous but informative book Bruce Fogle, veterinarian and animal behaviour specialist, explains health, instinct, sex and communication matters as they relate to your dog, whatever its breed. TB 10240.

Gallico, Paul

Honourable cat. 1972. Read by Maggie Jones, 3 hours 19 minutes. TB 8502.

No one has ever come closer to the secret of the cat's manifold facets of behaviour in its relationship with human beings, superiority over other animals, beauty, subtlety and sense of humour. TB 8502.

Gallico, Paul 
The snow goose. 1968. Read by Gabriel Woolf, 46 minutes. TB 13007.

An injured Canadian snow goose brings together a young girl and a lonely crippled man. They set out to nurse the bird so that it may fly again. TB 13007.
Gallico, Paul 

Jennie. 1950. Read by Robin Browne, 9 hours 15 minutes. TB 4970.

For years eight-year-old Peter has wanted a cat. He knows every cat in the Square and has managed at times to smuggle one in for a day or so before it was discovered and swiftly removed. Now simply by dashing out in front of a coal lorry to rescue a stripy kitten, he seems to be turning into a cat and, of course, pushed out into the street himself. There is to be a good deal to learn...TB 4970.
Gardner, Nuala 

A friend like Henry. 2008. Read by Kara Wilson, 10 hours 17 minutes. TB 16033.

This is the inspiring account of a family's struggle to break into their son's autistic world - and how a dog made the real difference. Scared but determined that Dale should live a fulfilling life, Nuala describes her despair at her son's condition, her struggle to prevent Dale being excluded from a 'normal' education and her sense of hopeless isolation. The Gardner's lives were transformed when they welcomed a gorgeous golden retriever into the family. From taking a bath to saying 'I love you',

Henry helped introduce Dale to all the normal activities most parents take for granted, and set him on the road to being the charming and well-adjusted young man he is today. TB 16033.
Godwin, Fay
Tess: the story of a guide dog. 1981. Read by George Hagan, 2 hours 58 minutes. TB 4144.

The story of Tess is the story of how a guide dog is trained, from her early days as a puppy to the moment, 18 months later, when she is handed over to her blind owner, Mary. TB 4144.

Grahame, Kenneth

The wind in the willows. 1908. Read by Phyllis Boothroyd, 7 hours 19 minutes. TB 698.

A book of sunshine, running water, woodlands, and the creatures that inhabit them, with such well-loved friends as Mole, Rat and Badger plus the incomparable Toad of Toad Hall. TB 698.

Grant, David
Tales from the animal hospital. 1997. Read by David Grant, 5 hours 41 minutes. TB 11400.

Vet David Grant, familiar to viewers of the television programme 'Animal Hospital', tells the stories of many of the animals featured in the programme, including what happened after the cameras were switched off. There are plenty of new stories too. He also takes the reader behind the scenes at this busy hospital, and looks at the work of the ambulance teams and the RSPCA inspectors. TB 11400.

Grant, David

A year in the life of the animal hospital. Read by David Grant, 7 hours. TB 12903.

Set at the RSPCA Harmsworth Memorial Hospital, the author provides more tales of the cases he has come across, both in front of the cameras and when the BBC hordes have gone home. The book looks at seasonal ups and downs, from the harrowing cases of abandoned puppies and kittens after Christmas, to the dramas of frisky spring courtship and the problems associated with balmy summer days. There are stories such as Lottie the lucky tabby cat who fell 200 feet from a tower block without injury, and Buster, the greedy mongrel, whose chocoholic tendencies nearly brought him to a sticky end. TB 12903.

Grant, Joan 
The cuckoo on the kettle. 1993. Read by Rosalind Shanks, 5 hours 31 minutes. TB 11126.

Joan Grant cares for around 250 injured and immature wild birds each year, releasing many back into the wild and giving a permanent home to those unable to fend for themselves. Some of her patients return, after release, often years later. The starling returning for bread and milk for her family, the tufted duck who came to ask for help in getting her ducklings to water, the moorhen who preferred Joan's kitchen to the lake where she'd been taken - these are just some of the bird characters in Joan's crammed bungalow. TB 11126.
Grogan, John

Marley & me: life and love with the world's worst dog. 2006. Read by Jeff Harding, 9 hours 54 minutes. TB 14900.

John and Jenny were just beginning their life together. They were young and in love, with a perfect little house and not a care in the world. Then they brought home Marley, a wiggly yellow fur ball of a puppy. Life would never be the same. Marley quickly grew into a barrelling, ninety-seven pound steamroller of a Labrador retriever, a dog like no other. Contains strong language. TB 14900.

Harris, Rolf

Tall animal tales: amazing true stories from the star of TV's Animal Hospital. 2001. Read by Peter Wickham, 9 hours 45 minutes. TB 17048.

Rolf Harris presents a collection of true animal tales featuring the cleverest and cheekiest animals and birds you'll ever meet. These tales include: Pepsi, the cat who hitched a 70mph ride on a van roof; the sheep dog who rounds up stray supermarket trolleys; the seals who saved a woman from drowning; and Barney, the police dog who was afraid of the dark. TB 17048.

Hattersley, Roy

Buster's diaries. 1998. Read by Robbie MacNab, 3 hours 54 minutes. TB 11757.

Buster became famous in 1996 after he defended himself against a goose in St James's Park - a goose which, unfortunately, belonged to the Queen - and has been pursued by the press ever since. This is a story of triumph over adversity, as the author describes his rise from living rough on a Paddington waste ground to nights spent in a sheepskin (fake) lined bed. It reveals the secrets between dog and the man on the other end of the lead. TB 11757.

Heiney, Paul 
Second crop: reflections from a farmer's diary. 1996. Read by Paul Heiney, 5 hours 14 minutes. TB 10974.

"Second Crop" tells the stories of the author's three Suffolk Punch horses and of Alice, the large black sow (whose views on the exposure of her private life are made in no uncertain terms), as well as introducing other vibrant personalities such as Sage - the first cow who seems to respond emotionally to Paul. The cycle of the farming year is a soap opera of rebellious antique machinery, unforgiving weeds and truculent livestock. Paul Heiney writes with humour and charm about the vagaries of life on his farm. TB 10974.
Herriot, James 

James Herriot's cat stories. 1994. Read by Daniel Philpott, 3 hours 26 minutes. TB 11759.

A selection of James Herriot's stories about cats. It includes the story of Albert, the sweet-shop cat, whose owner loses his joie de vivre when his pet becomes ill, as well as the story of Tristan's attempts to administer to Mrs Bond's cat establishment. TB 11759.

Herriot, James

James Herriot's favourite dog stories. 1995. Read by Daniel Philpott, 3 hours 15 minutes. TB 11584.

This book contains ten of James Herriot's stories about dogs. The story of Jock who has a battle on his paws to keep his position of top dog, and Brandy who cannot resist inspecting the dustbins. There are tender stories of neglected dogs given new homes, new hope, like Roy the golden retriever, and stories about the important part a pet plays in the life of an elderly person. TB 11584.

Herriot, James

All creatures great and small. 1975. Read by Arthur Blake, 16 hours 50 minutes. TB 6565.

Herriot series; book 1.  This is the first book in the series about a Yorkshire veterinary practice by the newest member to "the firm". With his wry wit and generous warmth he introduces his readers to many local characters as he goes on a daily round of calls wrestling with the ailments of the wide variety of animals he treats. TB 6565.

Herriot, James

All things bright and beautiful. 1976. Read by Robert Gladwell, 16 hours 16 minutes. TB 5935.

Herriot series; book 2.  James is now married and living with his wife on the top floor of Skeldale house, while Siegfried, his former boss and now partner, lives downstairs with Siegfried's brother Tristan. James continues the rewarding life of a country vet, bumping over the dales in his small dog-filled car and meeting a host of unforgettable characters. TB 5935.

Herriot, James

Vets might fly. 1976. Read by Andrew Timothy, 9 hours. TB 3018.  

Herriot series; book 3. The young vet is now in the RAF, but his heart is still in the green hills of Yorkshire with his new wife and his animal patients. TB 3018.

Herriot, James

Vet in a spin. 1977. Read by Christopher Timothy, 7 hours 54 minutes. TB 11920.  

Herriot series; book 4. Strapped into the cockpit of a Tiger Moth trainer, James Herriot has swapped his wellingtons and breeches for sheepskin boots and a baggy flying suit. But the vet turned airman is the sort of aircrew trainee to terrify instructors who've faced the Luftwaffe without flinching. Very soon he's grounded, discharged and back to his old life in the dales around Darrowby. TB 11920.

Herriot, James 

The Lord God made them all. 1981. Read by Christopher Timothy, 11 hours 27 minutes. TB 11949.  

Herriot series; book 5. The war over, James Herriot continued his veterinary practice with Siegfried Farnon, and these stories tell of that time in his life - when he had two small children of his own and when veterinary medicine was undergoing important changes due to new drugs and surgical techniques. TB 11949.

Herriot, James 

Every living thing. 1992. Read by Hugh Walters, 12 hours 9 minutes. TB 9818. 

Herriot series; book 6. Sequel to The Lord God made them all TB 11949. As in earlier books, James Herriot vividly brings to life the days of triumph and disaster, pride and often heartache which are an inseparable part of the life of a practising vet in the beautiful Yorkshire Dales. Once again we meet Jimmy and Rosie, both determined to follow in their father's footsteps and Helen, serene and practical, is there too, always at James's side guiding him through the often comic crises that seem to occur daily. TB 9818.

Herriot, James 

James Herriot's Yorkshire stories. 1997. Read by Daniel Philpott, 3 hours 3 minutes. TB 11502.

Tales about cows and dogs, Shire horses, goats and orphaned lambs. James Herriot tells of times when the telephone would summon him to a sick animal in the middle of the night. Then the character of the Dales people would show - from the dour farmer to the couple who insisted the vet stayed for a dram of whisky. We meet many fascinating characters who were part of Herriot's life. TB 11502.

Hicks, John
Pizzles in paradise: a vet's journey. 2005. Read by John Callen, 8 hours 13 minutes. TB 15315.

This vet shares a collection of anecdotes as he travels from the Yorkshire dales, the Scottish highlands, the fjords of Norway and to the wilds of Southland. He covers more than thirty years of tending to bird, beast and brooding pet owner. TB 15315.

Hillenbrand, Laura
Seabiscuit: the true story of three men and a racehorse. 2001. Read by Lori Dungey, 16 hours 42 minutes. TB 15225.

The author retraces the journey of Seabiscuit, a horse with crooked legs and a pathetic tail that made racing history in 1938. Thanks to the efforts of a trainer, an owner, and a jockey this racehorse was transformed into a legend. TB 15225.

Hines, Barry
A kestrel for a knave. 1989. Read by John Davitt, 5 hours 20 minutes. TB 9763.

Billy Casper has few prospects. Determined not to follow his brother down the pit, he is floundering at school and under pressure at home. The wild hawk he finds and trains gives him a direction and passion he has never experienced before. Life suddenly has a meaning, but events beyond his control begin to threaten his growing self respect. TB 9763.

Hocken, Sheila

Emma and I. 1977. Read by Phyllis Boothroyd, 7 hours 43 minutes. TB 3194.

Emma series; book 1. The author, totally blind since her late teens, came to accept Emma, her guide dog, as an essential part of her life. She found a job, fell in love, married. But there was more to come; after an operation, she could for the first time in her life really see...TB 3194.
Hocken, Sheila

Emma VIP. 1980. Read by Carol Marsh, 8 hours 41 minutes. TB 3868.

Emma series; book 2. Now that the author has regained her sight, Emma is no longer a working dog. But she soon learns to enjoy her new life and is still very special to her owner. TB 3868.

Hocken, Sheila

Emma & Co. 1983. Read by Rosemary Davis, 5 hours 24 minutes. TB 5487. 

Emma series; book 3. Emma the guide-dog, now aged eleven, is enjoying a well- earned retirement and her mistress, now sighted, adds more chocolate-coloured labradors to the household until there are six in all and each one an individual.  TB 5487.

Hocken, Sheila 

After Emma. 1988. Read by Judy Franklin, 4 hours 50 minutes. TB 6923.

Emma series; book 4. Sheila Hocken's clan of chocolate Labradors began with Emma, a guide dog during the author's temporary blindness, and has expanded to include a German short-haired pointer. In this story, she introduces four newcomers. Sheila also reveals her fear that an eye infection may once again threaten her sight. TB 6923.

Holmes, Martha

Life: extraordinary animals, extreme behaviour. 2009. Read by Thomas Eyre, 6 hours 9 minutes. TB 17163.

A study of animal behaviour, exploring the key groups of animals that inhabit this planet and their survival strategies. From cold-blooded reptilian killers to the armoured invaders of the insect world, the long-distance migratory birds to predatory mammals and the sociable and intelligent primates. By telling a series of stories and focusing on intimate details, the book draws us into the biggest story of all - the many different ways animals and plants cope with the challenges of life and, ultimately, the survival of their species. TB 17163.

Horwood, William 
The willows in winter. 1993. Read by Gene Foad, 8 hours 43 minutes. TB 10100. 

Since he was a child, the author has loved "The wind in the willows", but he has always been worried by the way that Toad altered at the end of the story. "Toad altered! I didn't believe it then and I don't now and I doubt if the many millions of people who have enjoyed Grahame's book believe it either. To me he always seemed incorrigibly unaltered and what I wanted to know was what happened to him next?" TB 10100.
Isaacson, Rupert

The horse boy: the true story of a father's miraculous journey to heal his son. 2010. Read by Alistair Petrie, 11 hours 30 minutes. TB 18116.

When their son Rowan was born, Rupert and Kristin's dream had come true. But the dream became a nightmare when their beautiful boy developed a disorder that left him incapable of communication, tormented by raging fits, requiring 24-hour care - and shattering their lives. Then, one day, father and son were walking in the woods near their house and stumbled across their neighbour's old brown horse, Betsy. What happened next was unlike anything Rupert had ever seen. TB 18116.
Jenkins, Sid
Animals have more sense. 1987. Read by Gene Foad, 6 hours 25 minutes. TB 6954.

A Chief Inspector of the RSPCA tells how his childhood in the backstreets of Leeds took him to a nearby farm, and how his life in the army led him to train in animal welfare. Many of his experiences went into the TV series "Animal Squad", which brought home to millions the truth behind the British claim to be a nation of animal lovers. Here he includes many amusing episodes, as well as writing forthrightly about his work in the fight against cruelty. TB 6954. 

Lawrence, Bob 

My wild life. 2000. Read by Anthony Jackson, 9 hours 10 minutes. TB 13477.

By a quirk of fate, Bob Lawrence arrived at the West Midland Safari Park, Bewdley in Worcestershire shortly after its inception in 1973, a complete rookie. He'd never been to a zoo in his life. Self taught, he quickly rose to the top of his profession. Here he recaptures over twenty fives years of his life. TB 13477.

Leslie, Robert Franklin

Miracle on Square Top Mountain. 1980. Read by Marvin Kane, 8 hours 5 minutes. TB 4195.

The author undertook to help the pikas, small rabbit-like mammals living at the top of Square Top Mountain in Wyoming, to harvest their year's supply of wild grain and grasses. TB 4195.

Lewis, Martyn

Cats in the news. 1991. Read by Martyn Lewis, 4 hours. TB 9088.

Most of the stories in this collection have featured in the newspapers rather than on television. Nevertheless, Martyn has collected some incredible tales of fantastic escapes, fantastic journeys, peculiar talents, enormous size and outrageous behaviour.

London, Jack
White Fang. 1906. Read by Arthur Bush, 8 hours 3 minutes. TB 1206.

A dog of mixed parentage - three parts wolf and one part dog - is taken from the wild and educated to the service of man. TB 1206.

London, Jack 
Wilderness tales. Read by John Shedden, 2 hours 34 minutes. TB 8975.

Like water seeping from some mighty reservoir, the trappers and prospectors trickle through the dark forests and mountain passes, threading the river highways in bark canoes or breaking trail for the wolf dogs through the Arctic landscape, and stone clashes with steel as the natives of the Northland resist the invasion. The basic struggle for survival between man and the environment and between man and man can seldom have been more compellingly drawn than in these stories set in the wilderness of the Yukon. TB 8975.
Lorenz, Konrad Zacharias

Man meets dog. 1954. Read by Michael de Morgan, 7 hours 58 minutes. TB 847.

Amusing reflections on the behaviour of dogs and cats, describing their origins, the varying personalities of different breeds and their relationship with man. TB 847.

Maxwell, Gavin
Ring of bright water. 1960. Read by Robin Holmes, 8 hours 30 minutes. TB 843.

The author writes of the lovely unspoilt Highland coast where he lives with the animals he loves, in particular Mij and Edal, his pet otters. TB 843.

Morris, Desmond
Animal days. 1979. Read by John Richmond, 12 hours 30 minutes. TB 3539.

The touching and often hilarious story of the author's early animal days. TB 3539.

Morris, Desmond

Horsewatching. 1988. Read by Liz Lloyd, 4 hours. TB 7635.

The master of the animal world has this time turned his attention to the horse. His enthralling observations of this noble creature affectionately, and with humour, draw the reader into the fascinations of the equine world in all its aspects. A must, both for the committed owner and the hopeful novice. TB 7635.

Morris, Desmond

Catlore. 1987. Read by Arthur Blake, 4 hours 24 minutes. TB 6821.

Sequel to: Catwatching. Desmond Morris provides answers to questions as diverse as "Why do white cats make bad mothers?" "Why does a black cat bring you good luck" and "Why is a non-pedigree cat called a Moggie?" - a perfect book for all cat lovers. TB 6821.

Myron, Vicki

Dewey: the small-town library cat who touched the world. 2010. Read by Lorelei King, 7 hours 9 minutes. TB 18901.

In 1988 a tiny kitten was left at the Spencer Public Library, Iowa. Filthy and frostbitten, the kitten was in dire need of massive doses of tlc; fortunately, the library staff, patrons, and townspeople had plenty to spare. The story of how a bedraggled orange fur ball became an enchanting library mascot is an unforgettable study in the mysterious and wondrous ways of how animals and libraries, enrich humanity. TB 18901.

O'Connor, Denis

Paw tracks in the moonlight. 2009. Read by Gordon Griffin, 6 hours. TB 18975.

When Denis O'Connor rescues a three-week-old kitten from certain death during a snowstorm, little does he know how this tiny creature will change his life forever. Against all odds the kitten, whom he names Toby Jug, survives and forms an unusually strong bond with his rescuer. TB 18975.

Orwell, George
Animal farm. 1945. Read by John Richmond, 3 hours 42 minutes. TB 4677.

Farm animals drive out their master, and themselves take over. They set out to govern on the principle that "all animals are equal"; fairly rapidly some animals become "more equal than others". A modern fable on the history of a revolution, with excellent excuses at every step of the descent into dictatorship for each perversion of the original ideas. TB 4677.

Parton, Allen

Endal. 2010. Read by Clive Mantel, Read by Jilly Bond, 7 hours 57 minutes. TB 17762.

Allen Parton was seriously injured while serving in the Gulf War. He lost the use of both of his legs, plus all memories of his children and much of his marriage. He was left unable to walk, talk or write - isolated in his own world. After five years of intensive therapy and rehab, he was still angry, bitter and unable to talk. Until a chance encounter with a Labrador puppy - Endal - who had failed his training as an assistance dog on health grounds. They 'adopted' each other, and Endal became Allen's reason to communicate with the outside world, to come to terms with his injuries, and to want to live again. Contains strong language. TB 17762.

Roberts, Monty 

Shy Boy: the horse that came in from the wild. 1999. Read by Jeff Harding, 3 hours 33 minutes. TB 12187.

The text follows horse whisper Monty Roberts and his beloved horse Shy Boy. It follows their relationship, starting when Shy Boy was a wild mustang, through a three day journey across 100 miles of Nevada desert, and finally Shy Boy's return to the wild. TB 12187.

Roberts, Monty 
The man who listens to horses. 1996. Read by Hayward Morse, 12 hours. TB 11253.

This is the life story of a man whose unique methods reveal the depth of communication that is possible between man and horse. He has spent his whole life working with horses, studying them, caring for them and learning their language. He describes his early days as a rodeo rider, his struggle to set up as a professional trainer, and above all his deep love and understanding of horses. TB 11253.
Sewell, Anna
Black beauty. 1877. Read by Elizabeth Proud, 6 hours 2 minutes. TB 1713.

The life story of a horse, written with gentle sympathy and understanding. TB 1713.

Stephen, Jaci 

Definitions of a horse. 1990. Read by Marilyn Finlay, 6 hours 27 minutes. TB 8457.

A black farce depicting an out-of-control comprehensive school as if it were a stable and the education it provides as a technique of horse-training. Contains passages of a sexual nature. TB 8457.
Stein, Garth

The art of racing in the rain. 2009. Read by John Chancer, 8 hours 6 minutes. TB 17260.

Enzo knows he is different from other dogs. Enzo is almost human. Through listening to the words of his master, race driver Denny Swift, Enzo has gained real insight into the complex world of people. With unexpected twists and turns he sees that life, like racing, isn't simply about going fast. On the eve of his death Enzo takes stock of his life, remembering all that he and his beloved family have been through. TB 17260.
Stranger, Joyce
Flash. 1982. Read by Sally Armstrong, 7 hours 2 minutes. TB 11684.

The setting is the wild Scottish farmland, where life is a struggle against the elements. The farmers are dependent upon a unique working animal - the collie. A dog whose remarkable intelligence and unerring instincts with sheep are unequalled. This is the story of one small collie, Flash, and his young master Geordie, who saves his life as a puppy. A touching, devoted relationship develops which survives separation, hardship and the worst crime a sheepdog can be accused of. TB 11684.

Stranger, Joyce
Zara. 1975. Read by Steve Hodson, 7 hours 42 minutes. TB 11412.

Richard Proud coveted the golden-brown mare as soon as he saw her. Although he couldn't afford Zara, he bought her to breed him winners - foals that would restore the fortune of the Yorkshire stud where he bred and trained racehorses. Zara was a born winner. She had to be raced; so despite his reckless wife, a snowstorm and an accident to her jockey, Richard had to find a way to let Zara prove her ability. TB 11412.

Stranger, Joyce
Never count apples. 1983. Read by Marilyn Finlay, 3 hours 47 minutes. TB 11333.

"No more animals ... ever!" It was a difficult decision, but Dan and Anna were agreed that there was no other choice. Forced to leave their farm by the advent of the new motorway, their new home was an unattractive little house with a smallholding attached, and they felt they would have neither the room, nor the money, to support their formerly large family of animals - the stock was sold, the house was gone and to Anna the future looked bleak, but then she saw an advertisement in a shop window - "Owner wanted urgently for two goats in milk, and a bitch in whelp". Decisions forgotten, Anna claimed the animals. TB 11333.

Stranger, Joyce 

Casey. 1980. Read by Steve Hodson, 6 hours 52 minutes. TB 11270.

Life at Wayman's Corner could never be dull. Crises lurked around every corner - marital friction, careless city visitors, farmyard accidents and Casey. Casey, son of a Siamese tomcat and a black farm cat, was an animal with great determination, strong affections and a nose for mischief, whose strange friendship with Sultan, the terrifying Jersey bull, becomes a central part of life on the farm. TB 11270.

Stranger, Joyce
Lakeland vet. 1974. Read by Antony Higginson, 5 hours 42 minutes. TB 6236.

For Dai Evans, working single-handed as a veterinary surgeon in Burton-under-the-Water, there is no time to relax. He is feeling the strain of tending sick animals at all hours of the day and night. There are much larger troubles, too; the village is under a death sentence as it is to be flooded for a reservoir. TB 6236.

Stranger, Joyce
Breed of giants. 1968. Read by Steve Hodson, 6 hours 24 minutes. TB 11351.

Joyce Stranger has set her story in the Cumberland countryside, where Josh Johnson, a farmer, breeds his gigantic shire horses and, with almost fanatical devotion, brings them up to championship status. However, Josh runs into bad luck, and everything seems to be against him. His hopes of winning the Cantchester Show are shattered by an accident to his best horse, and other misfortunes fall thick and fast, culminating in an outbreak of foot-and-mouth disease on a neighbouring farm. TB 11351.

Tangye, Derek
Somewhere a cat is waiting. 1962/76. Read by George Hagan, 9 hours 45 minutes. TB 3187. 

This is an omnibus edition of Derek Tangye's three best-selling books about the cats of Minack. TB 3187.

Tegner, Henry
The molecatcher says. 1964. Read by George Hagan, 6 hours. TB 1035.

Shrewd and humorous stories of the small wild creatures of the English countryside - badgers, hedgehogs, otters and water voles. TB 1035.

Tomkies, Mike
Moobli. 1988. Read by Joe Dunlop, 10 hours 53 minutes. TB 7526.

Moobli series; book 1.  The droopy-eared and large-footed puppy was brought by the author, in some doubt, to keep him company in the wild mountain terrain in a remote corner of the Scottish Highlands where he had made his home. Moobli grew into a powerful animal that could take off a man's arm and still be the "gentle giant" that Mike Tomkies loved so well - the story of a unique friendship. TB 7526.

Tomkies, Mike
Out of the wild. 1985. Read by Gene Foad, 8 hours 29 minutes. TB 6062.

Moobli series; book 2. Ex-international journalist Mike Tomkies and his Alsatian, Moobli, lead a life of stark but joyful timelessness. Overcoming the barriers between man and animal, the author looks after vixens damaged in gin traps, injured owls and even a badger - a notoriously shy and difficult creature - is healed and returned to the wild. TB 6062.

Tucker, Michael 

The eyes that lead: the story of guide dogs for the blind. 1984. Read by Ian Craig, 6 hours 30 minutes. TB 5797.

The author is the successful trainer of nearly 2,500 guide dogs and now runs his own school. He describes the choice of dog and the history of breeds, then follows with traffic training and obstacle tests. He explains in detail the guidance given to the owner at all stages of developing a good working relationship with a dog. TB 5797.

Varley, E
The Judy story: the dog with six lives. 1973. Read by John Richmond, 5 hours 29 minutes. TB 2295.

This is the story of the dog which was POW during the last war, and survived against all odds. TB 2295.

Virtue, Noel
Among the animals. 1988. Read by Peter Wickham, 6 hours 24 minutes. TB 9120.

The highly-praised New Zealand novelist Noel Virtue recounts his life as a zookeeper and some of his amazing experiences with a wide variety of animals in his charge, including Philipa, a lone saddle-billed African stork, Harry the ostrich and Stinkerbelle, a domestic goat. A unique insight into the hitherto unexplored life of a zookeeper. TB 9120.

Whitelaw, Stella
Collected cat stories. 1988. Read by Arthur Blake, 17 hours 19 minutes. TB 7367.

A collection of over 60 strange and wonderful stories about some very special cats: the cat who went for a spin down the M6 - outside the car; the cat who couldn't remember he was a cat, and settled for the MGM lion instead; the colour-blind cat who imagined she was black and was always on the look-out for a broomstick. TB 7367.

Williams, J H
Elephant Bill. 1950. Read by Michael de Morgan, 10 hours 27 minutes. TB 701.

Adventures in Burma, living and working with elephants and their riders in the great teak forests. TB 701.

Williamson, Henry
Tarka the otter. 1995. Read by Nicholas Courtney, 9 hours 13 minutes. TB 13047.

This tale of an otter's life and death in Devon, captures the feel of life in the wild as seen through the otter's own eyes. TB 13047.

Woolf, Virginia

Flush. 1933. Read by Gretel Davis, 4 hours 31 minutes. TB 8857.

The lively and touching biography of the cocker spaniel given to Elizabeth Barrett Browning by Mary Russell Mitford. Quentin Bell described it as an attempt "to describe Wimpole Street, Whitechapel and Italy from a dog's point of view, to create a world of canine smells, fidelities and lusts". TB 8857.
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