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Ackerman, Diane

Cultivating delight: a natural history of my garden. 2001. Read by Ann Saunders, 11 hours 15 minutes. TB 17872.

A celebration of the sensory pleasures of the garden, from deadheading flowers to studying slugs. Ackerman describes the unexpected drama, and the sanctuary, that her garden provides. Her hymn to the outdoors and the pleasure we take in it ranges from descriptions of nature's violence to loneliness, portrayed by clamouring male crickets in spring, to sheer wonderment. TB 17872.

Adamson, Joy 

Born free: a lioness of two worlds; with extracts from George Adamson's letters. 1960. Read by Judith Whale, 5 hours 40 minutes. TB 600.

The true story of Elsa the lioness, who was brought up as a pet, and at the age of three was taught to return to the jungle and fend for herself. TB 600.

Adamson, Joy 

Living free: the story of Elsa and her cubs. 1961. Read by Judith Whale, 7 hours 21 minutes. TB 604. 

Sequel to: Born Free: a Lioness of Two Worlds. A further account of Elsa and her cubs. TB 604.

Adamson, Joy 

Pippa's challenge.1972. Read by Elizabeth Proud, 7 hours 15 minutes. TB 2103. 

The story of Pippa the tame cheetah, and her cubs. TB 2103. 

Anthony, Lawrence

The elephant whisperer: learning about life, loyalty and freedom from a remarkable herd of elephants. 2009. Read by Jon Cartwright, 11 hours 34 minutes. TB 17894.

When South African conservationist Lawrence Anthony was asked to accept a herd of 'rogue' elephants on his reserve at Thula Thula, his commonsense told him to refuse. But he was the herd's last chance of survival - notorious escape artists, they would all be killed if Lawrence wouldn't take them. Contains strong language. TB 17894.

Attenborough, David 
Life in cold blood. 2008. Read by Robin Houston, 6 hours 9 minutes. TB 15807.

Reptiles and amphibians ruled the world for nearly 200 million years and today there are still over 12,500 of them. Some are huge, the deadliest creatures on earth. Some are tiny, among the strangest to be found anywhere. Together, they not only outnumber mammals or birds but in their colourful variety and extraordinary behaviour, they far surpass them. So where did these ancient creatures come from? How have they transformed themselves into the bizarre and beautiful forms that are alive today? And what's the secret of their epic success? In "Life in Cold Blood", David traces the story of their evolution and overturns the myth that these creatures are just primitive killers to reveal them for what they truly are. TB 15807.
Attenborough, David 

The private life of plants: a natural history of plant behaviour. 1995. Read by Nigel Graham, 6 hours 37 minutes. TB 10727. 

Without plants there would be no life. Yet their lives remain a secret from us. David Attenborough examines plant life, looking at travelling; flowering; living together; growing; the social struggle; and survival. TB 10727.

Attenborough, David 

The life of birds. 1998. Read by Nigel Graham, 9 hours 21 minutes. TB 14196. 

An introduction to bird behaviour around the world, what they do and why they do it. Taking a look at each step in birds' lives and the problems they have to solve, learning to fly, finding food, communicating, mating and caring for nests, eggs and young, migrating, facing dangers and surviving harsh conditions. TB 14196. 

Attenborough, David 

Life on Earth: a natural history. 1979. Read by Malcolm Ruthven, 10 hours 25 minutes. TB 4369. 

Based on the TV series, this book is a history of life on this planet over the last 3,500 million years - told, as far is as possible, in terms of plants and animals alive today. TB 4369.

Attenborough, David 

The living planet: a portrait of the earth. 1984. Read by Duncan Carse, 11 hours 33 minutes. TB 6622. 

Nowhere on our planet is devoid of life. Plants, animals and man thrive or survive with the extremes of climate and the almost infinite variety of habitat it offers. Species adapt to make the most of ice-cap and tundra, forest and plain, desert, ocean and volcano. And the adaptations can be extraordinary: fish which walk or lay eggs on leaves in mid air, snakes that fly, flightless birds that graze like deer and bears which grow hairs on the soles of their feet. TB 6622.

Attenborough, David
The trials of life. 1990. Read by David Attenborough, 8 hours 35 minutes. TB 8521.
This surveys the whole animal kingdom - mites and mammals, insects, fishes, birds and reptiles throughout the world. Following "Life on Earth" and "The Living Planet" which dealt with evolution, this concentrates on the ways animals use their bodies: how they behave and why.  TB 8521.
Baker, J A 

The hill of summer. 1969. Read by David Broomfield, 5 hours 16 minutes. TB 1062. 

An English summer in all weathers described with close original observation by a man exceptionally sensitive to its sights and sounds. TB 1062. 

Baker, Richard St Barbe 

Dance of the trees (the adventures of a forester). 1956. Read by Alvar Lidell, 5 hours 19 minutes. TB 2619.

The author maintains that without trees nature becomes a desert. This is the story of the foresters' ceaseless fight to maintain the 'green fronts' and to replant man-created wilderness. TB 2619.

Barkham, Patrick

The butterfly isles: a summer in search of our emperors and admirals. 2010. Read by Peter Crerar, 11 hours 10 minutes. TB 18854.

Butterflies animate our summers but the 59 butterfly species of the British Isles can be surprisingly elusive. Some bask unseen at the top of trees in London parks; others lurk at the bottom of damp bogs in Scotland. Several are virtually extinct. This book charts the author's quest to find all 59, from the Adonis Blue to the Dingy Skipper. TB 18854.

Bateman, Robert

Thinking like a mountain. 2000. Read by Fred Granger, 2 hours 55 minutes. TB 17866.

Part memoir, part sketchbook, and part environmental testament, Bateman's book charts the progress of his ecological consciousness. In the process, Bateman presents an historical overview of threats to our human and natural heritages, among them the near extinction of the whales due to massive commercial whaling and PCBs and other toxins; the clear-cutting of old-growth forests at Clayoquot Sound; the devastation of wetlands as a result of modern industrial agriculture; and the vanishing of unique human societies such as the Ba Mbuti in the former Belgian Congo. Bateman writes an impassioned plea to attend to the health of our planet, present and future. TB 17866.

Bourke, Anthony

A lion called Christian. 2010. Read by John Lee, 3 hours 20 minutes. TB 17944.

Anthony 'Ace' Bourke and John Rendall visited London from Australia in 1969 and bought a boisterous lion cub in Harrods. But Christian soon grew from cuddly cub to King of the Kings Road in London, and the only way to avoid him being incarcerated in a zoo was to place him under the expert care of George Adamson in Kenya. TB 17944.

Brewer, Stella 

The forest dwellers. 1978. Read by Peter Gray, 12 hours. TB 3236.

The story of how the author, alone in the jungle, pioneered techniques for teaching chimpanzees born in captivity to survive and flourish in the forest. TB 3236.

Brown, Helen

Cleo: how a small black cat helped heal a family. 2010. Read by Helen Cashin, 9 hours 45 minutes. TB 18563.

Helen Brown wasn't a cat person, but her nine-year old son Sam was. A week after Helen agreed to let Sam have a kitten, Sam was killed in a road accident. Not long after this, a little black kitten was delivered to the family's doorstep. Helen was ready to send her back, but Sam's younger brother, Rob, identified with the kitten who'd also lost her brothers. Stroking her, it was the first time Helen had seen him smile since Sam's death. There was no choice, the kitten -- dubbed Cleo -- had to stay. Cleo's immense character slowly taught the family to laugh again, giving them hope of getting back to normal. TB 18563.

Burton, Anthony 

The changing river. 1982. Read by Peter Billingsley, 6 hours 55 minutes. TB 4578. 

The author traces the changes in some of our rivers from pre-history to the present day. Until the last century they formed our main highways, a moving larder and - in the towns at least - reeking sewers. They made natural boundaries and many kept their Celtic names, the Romans believing that a river could not be owned. Descriptions include locks, watermills, bridges and river craft and the author poses some questions for the future. TB 4578.

Burton, Robert 

The Daily Telegraph nature notes. 1998. Read by Richard Derrington, 1 hour 34 minutes. TB 11768. 

The Daily Telegraph's column dedicated to wildlife, Nature Note, has been one of its most popular features since its inception fifty years ago. This book contains a selection of these pieces, presented in monthly sections, which gives illuminating insights into the private lives of familiar and unfamiliar animals and plants. TB 11768.

Byatt, Andrew 

The blue planet: a natural history of the oceans. 2001. Read by Steve Hodson, 14 hours 8 minutes. TB 12953. 

Focusing on seven different habitats, this book is a comprehensive guide to the world's oceans. It explores the hidden depths of the oceans to reveal many fascinating facts. Contains strong language. TB 12953

Cadbury, Deborah 

The dinosaur hunters: a true story of scientific rivalry and the discovery of the prehistoric world. 2000. Read by Louise Fryer, 11 hours 17 minutes. TB 12656. 

The text tells the story of the bitter feud between Gideon Mantell, who uncovered giant bones in a Sussex quarry and became obsessed with the ancient past and Richard Owen, patronised by royalty, the Prime Minister and the aristocracy, who scooped the credit for the discovery of the dinosaurs. Their struggle was to create a new science that would change man's perception of his place in the universe. TB 12656. 

Carson, Rachel 

Silent spring. 1963.  Read by David Brown, 12 hours 30 minutes. TB 1836.

A protest against the reckless use of pesticides, showing how birds, beasts, rivers and soil are poisoned, and the genetic threat to man and his food. TB 1836.

Christian, Roy 

The nature-lover's companion. 1972. Read by Robin Holmes, 15 hours 45 minutes. TB 2306. 

A collection of writings on many aspects of nature by authors who share the editor's enthusiasm. TB 2306.

Clunes, Martin

A dog's life. 2008. Read by Adam Booth, 6 hours 57 minutes. TB 16641.

Martin embarked on a worldwide quest to look into the history of dogs, and link the pampered pets of today with their wild ancestors painted dogs in Tanzania, dingoes in Australia and wolves in Yellowstone National Park, USA. He also explores how humans have shaped the dog breeds of today, visiting the Beverly Hills Mutt Club and meeting working dogs in several countries police dogs, hunting hounds and sled dogs. Contains strong language. TB 16641.

Condry, William 

The natural history of Wales. 1981. Read by Robin Holmes, 11 hours 48 minutes. TB 3995. 

Series: The new naturalist; 66. The author has explored the whole of Wales and describes each kind of terrain - its flowing plants and ferns, mammals, birds, fish, reptiles and amphibians. TB 3995.

Darwin, Charles

The essential Darwin. 1987.  Read by Duncan Carse, 13 hours 7 minutes. TB 6711. 

Charles Darwin was unusual in that he was a scientist who wrote for the general reader and this selection contains passages from his nine most important books. From the "Origin", his explanation of natural selection and his summary of the case for evolution; from "The Descent of Man", human intelligence and morality, and his theory of sex differences; and from "Coral Reefs", the wholly original and still accepted theory of the origin of coral atolls. TB 6711.

Dawkins, Richard 

A devil's chaplain: selected essays. 2003. Read by Nigel Graham, 12 hours 20 minutes. TB 13306. 

The text includes a large output of articles, lectures, individual chapters and reviews from Richard Dawkins, demonstrating the breadth of his interests and the challenging nature of his trenchantly held views. The text is divided into the following sections: science and sensibility; light will be thrown; the infected mind; they told me, Heraclitus; even the ranks of Tuscany; there is all Africa and her prodigies in us; a prayer for my daughter. TB 13306.

Dawkins, Richard 

The blind watchmaker. 1986.  Read by David Banks, 17 hours 15 minutes. TB 6978. 

A controversial book which contends that evolution by natural selection - as originally outlined by Darwin - is the only answer to the biggest question of all: why do we exist? TB 6978.

Douglas-Hamilton, Iain 

Among the elephants. 1975. Read by Alvar Liddell, 13 hours. TB 2711. 

An account of the five years the authors spent studying the elephants of Lake Manyara Park - their births, family lives and mysterious reactions to illness and death. TB 2711.

Durrell, Gerald 

The stationary ark. 1976. Read by John Richmond, 6 hours 30 minutes, TB 3065. 

A book about zoos in general and in particular the rather different sort of zoo the author has built up on the Isle of Jersey. TB 3065. 

Durrell, Gerald 

Two in the bush. 1966. Read by George Hagan, 7 hours 45 minutes. TB 67. 

With his wife the author set off through New Zealand, Australia, and Malaya to see what was being done about wild-life conservation and to film for the B.B.C. TB 67.

Durrell, Gerald 

Beasts in my belfry. 1973. Read by Anthony Parker, 7 hours 15 minutes. TB 2249. 

Funny and charming book for animal lovers. TB 2249. 

Durrell, Gerald 

The Bafut Beagles. 1958. Read by Roy Williamson, 6 hours 18 minutes. TB 935. 

Series: Windsor selections from English literature. During his stay with the friendly natives of Bafut in the Cameroons, the author collected numerous creatures and amusingly describes the antics of animals and people. TB 935. 

Edwards, Monica 

Badger valley. 1976. Read by Phyllis Boothroyd. 6 hours. TB 3071. 

The story covers four years during which the author befriended families of badgers and got to know their many different characteristics and habits. TB 3071. 

Ellis, Shaun

The man who lives with wolves. 2010. Read by Mark Elstob, 8 hours 47 minutes. TB 18247.

Shaun Ellis grew up in the Norfolk countryside with a passion for and understanding with animals from an early age. His early fascination with wolves, and determination to understand them, led to him spending years in the US with the Naz Paz Indian tribe, watching wolves, learning to understand their roles and behaviour in the pack and how to communicate with them. He even lived as part of a wild pack for two years, without any human contact. Bringing his knowledge back to the UK, he astonished wildlife experts with his knowledge and insight. He now lives, eats and sleeps with his two wolf packs at Combe Martin Wildlife Park. This is the story of Shaun's determination to understand these extraordinary animals and how what he has learned can help others to understand their own domestic dogs. TB 18247.

Finden, Susan

Casper the commuting cat: the true story of the cat who rode the bus and stole our hearts. 2010. Read by Sherry Baines, Read by Peter Kenny, 6 hours 9 minutes. TB 18253.

Casper became a national celebrity when newspapers ran the story of the amazing cat that regularly took the No. 3 bus on 11-mile journeys around his home town, Plymouth, in Devon. While his devoted owner, Susan Finden, had wondered where her elusive pet was disappearing to each day, Casper was brightening the lives of countless commuters as they went about their business. Bus drivers, too, were getting well-acquainted with Casper, and notices went up in their depot alerting staff that a very special passenger might board their vehicle. When Casper was sadly killed by a car in early 2010 messages of sympathy flooded in from places as far a field as Australia and Argentina. Movingly told by the owner who loved him dearly, Casper the Commuting Cat is the touching story of a very special black-and-white cat who rode the bus and stole our hearts. TB 18253.

Ford, Adam

Weather watch. 1981. Read by Kate Binchy, 1 hour 29 minutes. TB 12934. 

Series: All about earth. The atmosphere, air on the move, temperature, clouds and water, all these and more form the background on how "weather" happens. TB 12934.

Fossey, Dian 

Gorillas in the mist. 1983. Read by Alwyne Taylor, 11 hours 17 minutes. TB 6472. 

The gorilla forms kinship bonds which can sustain his close knit family for generations. This shy, gentle vegetarian lives in groups headed by a dominant male, a "silverback" and roams an environment between 9,000 and 13,000 feet above sea level. The author worked alone for years, fighting agoraphobia, torrential rains, hail and fog, foot-deep mud, poachers, witchcraft and revolution to gain its acceptance. TB 6472. 

Goodall, Jane 

In the shadow of man. 1971. Read by Elizabeth Proud, 9 hours 55 minutes. TB 1821. 

The author spent ten years on the shores of Lake Tanganyika studying and getting to know the chimpanzees of the district, their family lives and hierarchies, their loyalties and vendettas, their sexual behaviour, and their treatment of their children and the old. TB 1821.

Grant, David 

Tales from the animal hospital. 1997. Read by David Grant, 5 hours 41 minutes. TB 11400. 

Vet David Grant, familiar to viewers of the television programme 'Animal Hospital', tells the stories of many of the animals featured in the programme, including what happened after the cameras were switched off. There are plenty of new stories too. He also takes the reader behind the scenes at this busy hospital, and looks at the work of the ambulance teams and the RSPCA inspectors. TB 11400.

Grant, David 

A year in the life of the animal hospital. Read by David Grant, 7 hours. TB 12903. 

Set at the RSPCA Harmsworth Memorial Hospital, the author provides more tales of the cases he has come across, both in front of the cameras and when the BBC hordes have gone home. The book looks at seasonal ups and downs, from the harrowing cases of abandoned puppies and kittens after Christmas, to the dramas of frisky spring courtship and the problems associated with balmy summer days. There are stories such as Lottie the lucky tabby cat who fell 200 feet from a tower block without injury, and Buster, the greedy mongrel, whose chocoholic tendencies nearly brought him to a sticky end. TB 12903.

Grant, Joan 

The cuckoo on the kettle. 1993. Read by Rosalind Shanks, 5 hours 31 minutes. TB 11126.

Joan Grant cares for around 250 injured and immature wild birds each year, releasing many back into the wild and giving a permanent home to those unable to fend for themselves. Some of her patients return, after release, often years later. The starling returning for bread and milk for her family, the tufted duck who came to ask for help in getting her ducklings to water, the moorhen who preferred Joan's kitchen to the lake where she'd been taken - these are just some of the bird characters in Joan's crammed bungalow. TB 11126.

Haigh, J C

Wrestling with rhinos: the adventures of a Glasgow vet in Kenya. 2002. Read by Al Redmond, 13 hours 36 minutes. TB 18694.

In 1965 Jerry Haigh graduated from veterinary college in Glasgow, Scotland, and within four days - armed with enthusiasm but little experience - returned to his birth country, Kenya. While working at a veterinary facility in Kabete, he met and married a Dutch doctor, and they often combined their medical skills to treat both human and animal patients, and each other. Haigh practiced on a wide array of species, including horses, dogs, lions, giraffes, rhinos, and elephants. TB 18694.

Halpern, Sue

Four wings and a prayer : caught in the mystery of the monarch butterfly. 2001. Read by Linda Churchill, 6 hours 40 minutes. TB 18456.

Every autumn, millions of monarch butterflies migrate from Canada to the same fifty forested acres in Mexico's Neovolcanic Mountains. Sue Halpern recounts the story of this mystery and describes the discoveries of Canadian biologist Fred Urquhart and his wife. We follow her to Mexico, where she searches for butterflies and goes on a flight with University of Toronto biologist David Gibo in an attempt to predict the flight vectors of butterflies. TB 18456.

Hansen, Eric 

Orchid fever: a horticultural tale of love, lust and lunacy. 2000. Read by Jeff Harding, 7 hours 50 minutes. TB 12773.

In 1993 Eric Hansen led an expedition through the steaming jungles of Borneo to find the world's rarest orchid. Five years later he was still on the trail of the true story behind one of the world's strangest plants and humanity's oddest obsessions. TB 12773.

Harris, Rolf

Tall animal tales: amazing true stories from the star of TV's Animal Hospital. 2001. Read by Peter Wickham, 9 hours 45 minutes. TB 17048.

Rolf Harris presents a collection of true animal tales featuring the cleverest and cheekiest animals and birds you'll ever meet. These tales include: Pepsi, the cat who hitched a 70mph ride on a van roof; the sheep dog who rounds up stray supermarket trolleys; the seals who saved a woman from drowning; and Barney, the police dog who was afraid of the dark. TB 17048.

Hart, Susanne

Life with Daktari. 1969.  Read by Carol Marsh, 9 hours 44 minutes. TB 933.

The story of two vets in East Africa. TB 933.

Herriot, James 

James Herriot's Yorkshire stories. 1997. Read by Daniel Philpott, 3 hours 3 minutes. TB 11502. 

Tales about cows and dogs, Shire horses, goats and orphaned lambs. James Herriot tells of times when the telephone would summon him to a sick animal in the middle of the night. Then the character of the Dales people would show - from the dour farmer to the couple who insisted the vet stayed for a dram of whisky. We meet many fascinating characters who were part of Herriot's life. TB 11502.

Hicks, John

Pizzles in paradise: a vet's journey. 2005. Read by John Callen, 8 hours 13 minutes. TB 15315.

This vet shares a collection of anecdotes as he travels from the Yorkshire dales, the Scottish highlands, the fjords of Norway and to the wilds of Southland. He covers more than thirty years of tending to bird, beast and brooding pet owner. TB 15315.

Hoare, Philip 

Leviathan or, the whale. 2008. Read by Matt Addis, 11 hours 6 minutes. TB 16251.

All his life, Philip Hoare has been obsessed with whales, from the huge skeletons in London's Natural History Museum to adult encounters with the wild animals themselves. Why does the whale so vividly inhabit our imaginations? Is it a symbol of Edenic innocence in a time of threatened species and climate change? Or an older emblem of evil, the grotesque fish which swallowed Jonah? Travelling around the globe in search of the whale, Philip Hoare sheds light on our perennial fascination with the strange creatures of the sea, whose nature remains tantalizingly undiscovered. Contains strong language.
Holden, Edith 

The nature notes of an Edwardian lady, 1905. 1989.  Read by Maggie Jones, 2 hours 2 minutes. TB 7973. 

"The Nature Notes of an Edwardian Lady", a predecessor to "The Country Diary of an Edwardian Lady", records in meticulous detail personal observations of the nature and wildlife in the Midlands and Devon. It evokes the peace and tranquillity of Edwardian England. TB 7973.

Holmes, Martha

Life: extraordinary animals, extreme behaviour. 2009. Read by Thomas Eyre, 6 hours 9 minutes. TB 17163.

A study of animal behaviour, exploring the key groups of animals that inhabit this planet and their survival strategies. From cold-blooded reptilian killers to the armoured invaders of the insect world, the long-distance migratory birds to predatory mammals and the sociable and intelligent primates. By telling a series of stories and focusing on intimate details, the book draws us into the biggest story of all - the many different ways animals and plants cope with the challenges of life and, ultimately, the survival of their species. TB 17163.

Holmes, Martha 

Sea trek. 1991. Read by Di Langford, 6 hours 30 minutes. TB 9184. 

The oceans are home to countless forms of sea life. This is a voyage of exploration to the Galapagos Islands, to the Great Barrier Reef, to the kelp forests of the Californian coast, the volcanic seascapes of Hawaii and the coral reefs of the Caribbean. The lives and habitats of many fascinating sea animals are revealed and we are introduced to the underwater world of communication, hunting techniques, reproduction and man's relationship with this fragile and beautiful environment. TB 9184.

Huxley, Julian 

Memories. 1970. Read by Eric Gillett, 12 hours 15 minutes. TB 1233. 

Born into one of the most gifted families of the age, and having achieved fame half a century ago, the 80-year-old biologist reveals for the first time his innermost thoughts on science and life. TB 1233.

Huxley, Julian 

Memories: Volume 2. 1973. Read by David Dunhill, 9 hours 41 minutes. TB 2310. 

The author takes up his story with his appointment as the first Director-General of UNESCO and writes of his travels, the people he encountered and his various adventures. TB 2310. 

Hyams, Edward 

Working for man: the domestication of animals. 1975. Read by Gabriel Woolf, 1 hour 59 minutes. TB 13170. 

The story of man's selection and breeding of domestic animals, like the cat and the dog, the horse, pig and sheep, to suit his own needs. TB 13170.

Jackman, Brian

The Marsh lions. Read by Virginia McKenna, 1 hours 49 minutes. TB 15520.

The story of a pride of wild lions living in Kenya's finest game reserve, The Maasai Mara Reserve - 700 square miles of high rolling plain, adjoining the Serengeti. The authors spent five years following and photographing the Marsh pride, recording the daily dramas of life and death on the African plains. TB 15520.

Jackman, Brian 

The countryside in winter. 1985. Read by John Rye, 5 hours 41 minutes. TB 5983. 

In October the author begins a series of journeys which take him from the quiet combes of his home in West Dorset to the Welsh hills and Scottish Highlands in search of wild creatures-an evocative celebration of an underrated time of the year by a travel writer who is also a naturalist. TB 5983. 

Junger, Sebastian

The perfect storm: a true story of man against the sea. 1997. Read by Hayward Morse, 8 hours 15 minutes. TB 11860.

"Hurricane Grace" occurred when a high-pressure system from the Great Lakes ran into storm winds over an Atlantic island and collided with a weather system from the Caribbean. This account of that storm is told through the accounts of fishermen at sea, their families, and the rescue services. Contains strong language. TB 11860.

Katz, Jon

A home for Rose: how my life turned upside down for the love of a dog. 2008. Read by Jeff Harding, 9 hours 46 minutes. TB 16691.

Jon Katz leaves the suburbs for a remote farm in order to give Border Collie puppy Rose - along with our friend Devon from A Dog Year - a true taste of herding life. Rose's adventures start early, going head to head with a head-butting ram the day the sheep arrive. She soon establishes a routine for the sheep, chickens and donkeys - and Jon - that makes everything run like clockwork. TB 16691.

King, Simon

Shetland diaries: otters, orcas, puffins and wonderful people. 2010. Read by Mike Aherne, 7 hours 19 minutes. TB 17559.

Long before he set foot on the islands, Simon King, fell in love with Shetland. This extraordinary northern wilderness is home to otters and a vast seabird colony, but it was a chance encounter with a killer whale that compelled him to spend a year getting to know the place of his boyhood dreams for a BBC series. With his wife and young daughter, Simon experienced Shetland through the changing seasons and discovered the wildlife and the warmth of community in these islands battered by the North Sea. TB 17559.

King, Simon

Wild life: amazing animals, extraordinary people, astonishing places. 2011. Read by Simon King, 8 hours 40 minutes. TB 18726.

Simon King was born in Nairobi, but moved to the UK in 1964 and has been working as a natural history film-maker for almost thirty years. Simon has worked on programmes such as Big Cat Diary and Blue Planet and presents Springwatch and Autumnwatch. He has traveled to every continent and lived in extreme conditions from remote desert to Arctic and Antarctic wilderness. With characteristic honesty and charm, Simon King weaves his animal stories amongst encounters with extraordinary people, and astonishing places to give us this memoir. TB 18726.

Kunzig, Robert 

Mapping the deep: the extraordinary story of ocean science. 2000.  Read by Garrick Hagon, 12 hours 18 minutes. TB 14203. 

This book is a state-of-the-ocean report on the sea and its science. After amazing you with how little you know of the ocean, the author draws readers into a compelling narrative of oceanographers past and present - scientists, pioneers, maverick thinkers, deep-water divers and submersible pilots. TB 14203.

Lavers, Chris 

Why elephants have big ears: understanding patterns of life on earth. 2001. Read by Nigel Graham, 8 hours 54 minutes. TB 12794. 

Why do elephants have big ears? Why are there no snake-shaped mammals? Were dinosaurs warm or cold-blooded? Why do big mammals dominate the land and the sea while big reptiles dominate rivers and lakes? Why are there so many species of birds on earth, and why are they all so small? Chris Lavers poses a variety of such conundrums to explain how animals evolved into the range and forms that grace our planet. TB 12794.

Lawrence, Bob 

My wild life. 2000. Read by Anthony Jackson, 9 hours 10 minutes. TB 13477. 

By a quirk of fate, Bob Lawrence arrived at the West Midland Safari Park, Bewdley in Worcestershire shortly after its inception in 1973, a complete rookie. He'd never been to a zoo in his life. Self taught, he quickly rose to the top of his profession. Here he recaptures over twenty fives years of his life. TB 13477. 

Leslie, Robert Franklin 

Miracle on Square Top Mountain. 1980. Read by Marvin Kane, 8 hours 5 minutes. TB 4195. 

The author undertook to help the pikas, small rabbit-like mammals living at the top of Square Top Mountain in Wyoming, to harvest their year's supply of wild grain and grasses. TB 4195.

Lorenz, Konrad Zacharias 

Man meets dog. 1954. Read by Michael de Morgan, 7 hours 58 minutes. TB 847. 

Amusing reflections on the behaviour of dogs and cats, describing their origins, the varying personalities of different breeds and their relationship with man. TB 847.

Lorenz, Konrad Zacharias 

King Solomon's ring: new light on animal ways; translated from the German by Marjorie Kerr Wilson. 1961. Read by George Hagan, 8 hours. TB 21. 

Humane, humorous and non-technical book about animals and their natures, and what we may learn from them. TB 21.

Mabey, Richard 

Gilbert White: a biography of the author of The natural history of Selborne. 1986. Read by Brian Perkins, 8 hours 29 minutes. TB 7306.  

A scientist and poet who was acutely aware of the cultural and philosophical issues of his day, Gilbert White was determined to turn his experience at Selbourne into a new kind of book. He gave up the chance of a prosperous living and marriage and devoted 18 years to producing a work of discovery and originality. His detailed observations and delight in the world about him were cornerstones in the growth of ecology. TB 7306.

Martin, W Keble 

Over the hills. 1968. Read by Peter Barker, 6 hours 15 minutes. TB 908. 

The autobiography of a man of 91 who astonished everyone by the production three years ago of an extremely accurate and beautifully illustrated flora. TB 908.

Maxwell, Gavin 

The house of Elrig. 1965. Read by Alvar Lidell, 8 hours 15 minutes. TB 540. 

Childhood and adolescence in a house on the moorlands of Galloway, where the author learned to love the country and its creatures. TB 540.

Maxwell, Gavin 

Ring of bright water. 1960. Read by Robin Holmes, 8 hours 30 minutes. TB 843. 

The author writes of the lovely unspoilt Highland coast where he lives with the animals he loves, in particular Mij and Edal, his pet otters. TB 843. 

Moorehead, Alan 

Darwin and the 'Beagle'. 1969. Read by Alvar Lidell, 5 hours 10 minutes. TB 1084. 

A vivid description of the voyage made by the young naturalist on board H.M.S. Beagle during the course of which he first developed his concept of evolution. TB 1084.

Morris, Desmond 

The human zoo. 1969. Read by John Richmond, 8 hours. TB 1107. 

This study concerns the city dweller. Morris finds remarkable similarities with captive zoo animals and looks closely at the aggressive, sexual and parental behaviour of the human species under the stresses and pressures of urban living. TB 1107. 

Mowat, Farley

Woman in the mists: the story of Dian Fossey and the mountain gorillas of Africa. 1988. Read by Emily King, 14 hours 26 minutes. TB 7833. 

In 1966 Dian Fossey went to Africa to study gorillas and developed an unprecedented relationship of closeness and affection with the great apes. This book, compiled from her private correspondence, journals and records, together with interviews with friends and colleagues, graphically describes her 20 years in the jungle and her efforts to save the gorillas. TB 7833.

Mowat, Farley 

People of the deer. 1962. Read by Duncan Carse, 11 hours 48 minutes. TB 337. 

Legendary and real drama in the Canadian Barrenlands, embodying a passionate protest against exploitation. TB 337. 

Munson, Richard 

Cousteau. 1991.  Read by Robert Gladwell, 15 hours 1 minute. TB 9534. 

Jacques Cousteau is a living legend as an undersea adventurer. He helped to invent the Aqualung, launched the science of undersea archaeology, discovered oil beneath the Persian Gulf and built undersea stations and small submarines for research. Here is a balanced portrait of this talented, charismatic and little-understood man. TB 9534. 

Pakenham, Thomas 

Meetings with remarkable trees. 1996. Read by Steve Hodson, 3 hours 42 minutes. TB 11146. 

A collection of tree portraits, grouped according to their own personalities - natives, travellers, shrines, fantasies and survivors. The author captures the beauty and history of these entrancing living structures. The author reveals trees remarkable for their age, size, sacredness, appearance and history. TB 11146.

Peek, Bookey

All the way home: stories from an African wildlife sanctuary. 2007. Read by Julie Maisey, 10 hours 30 minutes. TB 16810.

Richard and Bookey Peek hadn't planned on adopting a warthog, any more than one would plan a tidal wave, a tornado or triplets, but at Stone Hills, natural disasters have a way of happening when you least expect them. Through Zimbabwe's darkest days, Stone Hills has become a world in itself, a place where you might share your shower with an owl or your bed with a baby squirrel, where crocodiles are named after unpopular guests and a rather special warthog named Poombi relinquishes her place on the sofa to return to the wild - much to her indignation. TB 16810.

Porter, Valerie 

Tales of the old woodlanders. 1999. Read by Peter Wickham, 5 hours 30 minutes. TB 12804. 

For centuries people have made a living in our woodlands and forests, but now their way of life is increasingly under pressure from the modern world. The author pays affectionate homage to men like Dick and George Quinnell, brothers who have worked the chestnut coppices for decades Foresters, woodmen, keepers and rangers, on grand estates and in our great national forests. TB 12804.

Roberts, Monty 

The man who listens to horses. 1996. Read by Hayward Morse, 12 hours. TB 11253. 

This is the life story of a man whose unique methods reveal the depth of communication that is possible between man and horse. He has spent his whole life working with horses, studying them, caring for them and learning their language. He describes his early days as a rodeo rider, his struggle to set up as a professional trainer, and above all his deep love and understanding of horses. TB 11253.

Roberts, Monty 

Shy Boy: the horse that came in from the wild. 1999. Read by Jeff Harding, 3 hours 33 minutes. TB 12187. 

The text follows horse whisper Monty Roberts and his beloved horse Shy Boy. It follows their relationship, starting when Shy Boy was a wild mustang, through a three day journey across 100 miles of Nevada desert, and finally Shy Boy's return to the wild. TB 12187.

Schaller, George B 

The year of the gorilla. 1965. Read by Peter Reynolds, 10 hours 30 minutes. TB 79. 

A young zoologist observed the social life of gorillas in the Eastern Congo, and describes their nest-building, eating, mating, emotional tantrums, and attitude to humans. TB 79.

Scheffer, Victor B 

The year of the whale. 1970. Read by John Richmond, 6 hours 45 minutes. TB 1434. 

A marine biologist narrates one year in the life of a young sperm whale, month by month, season by season. TB 1434.

Scott, Jonathan

Antarctica: exploring a fragile Eden. 2008. Read by Sarah Sherborne, 8 hours 39 minutes. TB 16403.

A journey to Antarctica changes your life. It forces you to take a long hard look at the state of our planet and its last wild places. Antarctica promises man the chance to do something that he has never done before - commit to the preservation of a vast wilderness, simply because it exists.  Here Jonathan and Angela Scott tell the story of their modern-day exploration of this extreme continent, a journey through the magnificent icy landscape, to explore the wildlife of this rare sanctuary, and reflect on the experiences of early explorers, and the relationship between man and wildlife in this remote and spectacular environment.  TB 16403.
Scott, Peter 

The eye of the wind. 1961. Read by Roy Williamson, 25 hours 15 minutes. TB 499. 

The autobiography of the well known naturalist. TB 499. 

Shand, Mark 

Queen of the elephants. 1995. Read by Paul Shelley, 6 hours 43 minutes. TB 10876. 

In the tiny aristocratic figure of Parbati Barua, Mark Shand finds his ultimate guru. He seeks her out to take part in a film about the wild elephants in north east India, which are threatened by India's population explosion. They follow the elephant's ancient migratory route through the tea gardens of West Bengal and along the Himalayan corridor to Parbati's ancestral home in Assam. TB 10876. 

Shelton, Richard 

The longshoreman: a life at the water's edge. Read by Jon Cartwright, 10 hours 3 minutes. TB 14372. 

The text combines autobiography and natural history, impassioned argument and state-of-the-art oceanography. It follows the author from stream to river, from pond to lake and loch, from shore to deep sea, on a journey from childhood to adulthood spent in boats in conditions fair and foul. The book also explains what it is like to be a lobster; how some fish commute between the surface and the darkest depths, when the laws of physics say they should be crushed to death and the fate of the wild salmon, that heroic fish whose future is now imperilled by its farmed relatives. Contains strong language. TB 14372.

Singh, Arjan 

Eelie and the big cats. 1987. Read by Ian Craig, 2 hours 19 minutes. TB 7598. 

The true story of Eelie; a mongrel waif who adopts the author, famous Indian naturalist Billy Arjan Singh, to become his lifelong companion. The author, in this moving memoir written in the form of a letter to Eelie, recalls the incredible relationship which Eelie formed with Billy's Big Cats and the amazing adventures which they all had together in the jungles of Northern India. TB 7598.

Smith, Michael 

The living land: wildlife in the Chilterns. 1973. Read by Alvar Lidell, 3 hours 46 minutes. TB 2605.

This book is written by a man who lived for many years in the area and was a warden of the local nature reserve. TB 2605.

Soper, Tony 

Wildlife begins at home. 1975. Read by Andrew Timothy, 3 hours 30 minutes. TB 2847. 

A guide to the wild birds, beasts and bugs to be found on the other side of your doorstep. TB 2847.

Stone, Jean 

Tales of the old gardeners. 1999. Read by Richard Derrington, 5 hours 40 minutes. TB 12785.

The text provides memories from men like Jack Lilly, who for over sixty years has tendered the National Trust gardens at Trelissick in Cornwall; Tom Long, nurseryman for the world-famous Hillier Nurseries in Hampshire for over forty-years; and perhaps the oldest gardener of all, One hundred and five year old George Cook from Sussex. The book also provides a collection of stories, sayings and anecdotes largely gleaned from the archives of old gardening books and catalogues. TB 12785.

Suzuki, David

From naked ape to superspecies: a personal perspective on humanity and the global eco-crisis. 1999. Read by Roger Ashby, 13 hours 54 minutes. TB 18084.

Suzuki and Dressel present the argument that people have gone beyond just endangering animals to endangering the human race as well. Both agree that we have become a sort of super species and discuss what that means for the new millennium. This book explains how humans have changed the way the earth works, with little regard for the consequences. TB 18084.

Tangye, Derek 

A gull on the roof. 1961. Read by Stephen Jack, 6 hours 26 minutes. TB 13040.

Book 1. This book tells how the author and his wife gave up glamorous London lives - Derek's with MI5 and Jeannie's as Public Relations Officer of the Savoy Hotel Group - for the tranquillity of Minack, a Cornish clifftop cottage where they started a flower farm. TB 13040.

Teale, Edwin Way 

Springtime in Britain: a journey through the land. 1971. Read by Alvar Lidell, 15 hours 18 minutes. TB 1594.

The observations of a distinguished American naturalist on his three-month journey through the countryside of Britain. TB 1594.

Tegner, Henry 

The molecatcher says. 1964. Read by George Hagan, 6 hours. TB 1035. 

Shrewd and humorous stories of the small wild creatures of the English countryside - badgers, hedgehogs, otters and watermoles. TB 1035.

Tomkies, Mike 

A last wild place. 1984.  Read by Gabriel Woolf, 11 hours 33 minutes. TB 5765. 

The author left city life to study the wilderness and the wild things living there. His life has become a quest to find the natural rhythms of mankind and so return to sanity in a world hell-bent on self-destruction. TB 5765. 

Tomkies, Mike 

Moobli. 1988. Read by Joe Dunlop,10 hours 53 minutes. TB 7526.

The droopy-eared and large-footed puppy was brought by the author, in some doubt, to keep him company in the wild mountain terrain in a remote corner of the Scottish Highlands where he had made his home. Moobli grew into a powerful animal that could take off a man's arm and still be the "gentle giant" that Mike Tomkies loved so well - the story of an unique friendship. TB 7526.

Tomkies, Mike 

Out of the wild. 1985. Read by Gene Foad, 8 hours 29 minutes. TB 6062. 

Ex-international journalist Mike Tomkies and his Alsatian, Moobli, lead a life of stark but joyful timelessness. Overcoming the barriers between man and animal, the author looks after vixens damaged in gin traps, injured owls and even a badger - a notoriously shy and difficult creature - is healed and returned to the wild. TB 6062.

Toops, Connie 

The enchanting owl. 1990. Read by Helen Copp, 3 hours 16 minutes. TB 8633. 

"The Enchanting Owl" summarizes research on owls' history and hunting, vocalisation and courtship, discussing the owl in its changing modern habitat. TB 6062.

Virtue, Noel 

Among the animals. 1988. Read by Peter Wickham, 6 hours 24 minutes. TB 9120. 

The highly-praised New Zealand novelist Noel Virtue recounts his life as a zookeeper and some of his amazing experiences with a wide variety of animals in his charge, including Philipa, a lone saddle-billed African stork, Harry the ostrich and Stinkerbelle, a domestic goat. A unique insight into the hitherto unexplored life of a zookeeper. TB 9120. 

Ware, Jean 

The several lives of a Victorian vet. 1979. Read by John Richmond, 8 hours 37 minutes. TB 3607. 

The extraordinary career of Dr. Griffith Evans, veterinary officer in the Royal Horse Artillery, including his travels in Canada, America and India and his long retirement in North Wales. TB 3607.

Watson, Paul 

Sea Shepherd: my fight for whales and seals. 1982. Read by Ian Craig, 7 hours 25 minutes. TB 4706. 

As a boy, growing up in an environment where children shot at the birds and tied tin cans to cats' tails, Paul Watson protested against all cruelty - physically if necessary. As a man he was beaten, nearly drowned and thrown into jail in his fights to save whales and baby harp seals, using the 'Sea Shepherd', his own boat, to ram a pirate whaler off Portugal. His story is told to the journalist, Warren Rogers. TB 4706.

Wayre, Philip 

The river people. 1976. Read by Gabriel Woolf, 7 hours 25 minutes. TB 2899. 

The author's story of his life and work with otters, following their lives from birth through to their introduction to water and their first encounter with live fish. TB 2899.

White, Gilbert 

The natural history of Selborne. 1788. Read by Richard Baker, 9 hours 26 minutes. TB 856. 

The great naturalist, first to describe many now familiar birds, writes of the wildlife of his 18th century Hampshire village. TB 856.

Williams, Heathcote 

Whale nation. 1988. Read by Ronald Markham, 4 hours 22 minutes. TB 7444. 

A narrative poem that celebrates the mysterious, gifted and intelligent creatures that have inhabited the seas of the world. The poem is followed by an anthology of prose writings, from both science and literature, that encompasses the whole being of the whale, its ancient origins, its biology and mating, its songs and play, and its capacity to communicate over vast distances. The human parallel is degrading; mankind is their sole enemy. TB 7444. 

Williams, J H 

Elephant Bill. 1950. Read by Michael de Morgan, 10 hours 27 minutes. TB 701. 

Adventures in Burma, living and working with elephants and their riders in the great teak forests. TB 701. 

Williamson, Henry 

Tarka the otter. 1995. Read by Nicholas Courtney, 9 hours 13 minutes. TB 13047.

The eldest and biggest of the litter was a dog-cub, and when he drew his first breath he was less than 5 inches long. His fur was soft and grey. He was called Tarka, which means "Little Water Wanderer". TB 13047.
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