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Adler, Elizabeth
Summer in Tuscany. Read by Laurence Bouvard, 9 hours 55 minutes. TB 13283.

An American woman in Tuscany to claim an inheritance encounters the frustrating yet delightful workings of a small town and finds the love that has eluded her all her life. Contains strong language. TB 13283.

Adler, Ruth

Beginning again. 1983. Read by Marilyn Finlay, 9 hours 32 minutes. TB 6420.

Hampstead, 1945; Rebecca and Morris Lederman, parents of two schoolboys, are reconstructing their family life after the separations of wartime. The main burden of the task falls on Rebecca, for Morris sees his responsibilities as lying largely beyond the home: his political passion as a Jew and a communist rivals his love of family.... TB 6420.

Aitken, Rosemary

The Tregenza girls. 2007. Read by June Barrie, 9 hours 20 minutes. TB 15887.  Helena Tregenza has a loving family, beauty, a gift for music and a lively intelligence - but no one would envy her. A childhood accident destroyed her sight, leaving her with little place in the Edwardian world, confined to the house, an embarrassment too many - particularly her vivacious, ambitious sister Lucy. Even sturdy Maisie, the household maid who longs, but cannot afford, to marry her carter beau, would not change places with "poor Miss Ellener". Impulsive Lucy, meanwhile, has long had a secret romance with her childhood sweetheart James. But, will she be swept off her feet by dashing, arrogant Simon Robinson? And what of Helena? Odd-looking but skilled eye-doctor Samuel Maskins takes an interest in her - but can she find a place in a world closed to a sightless girl? And how will humble Maisie fare, struggling in her far less privileged setting? All of them have hard choices to make - until the horrors of the First World War shatter their tranquil world. TB 15887.

Alexander, Kate

Family trees. 1995. Read by Di Langford, 9 hours 56 minutes. TB 10914.

Catherine Carew is a pillar of the community in the sleepy village of Tuppenham. It is hard to imagine that she is hiding a guilty secret, but one night's indiscretion in her past has left her with a burden of guilt and regret. Until a young man appears on her doorstep... Beyond the chaos and confusion awakens a mother's long-suppressed love. TB 10914.

Allende, Isabel

The house of the spirits. 1986. Read by Elaine Claxton and Nigel Graham, 18 hours 49 minutes. TB 14066.

This is a story of a spirit-ridden world and fills it with colourful and all-too-human inhabitants - the Trueba family, whose passions, struggles and secrets span three generations and a century of violent social change. Against a backdrop of revolution and counter-revolution, Allende portrays a family whose private bonds of love and hatred are more complex and enduring than the political allegiances that set them at odds. Contains strong language and passages of a sexual nature. TB 14066.

Anderson, Jessica

Stories from the warm zone and Sydney stories. 1987. Read by Rosemary Miller, 9 hours 13 minutes. TB 7493.

Stories from the warm zone are told from the point of view of an eight-year-old girl, the youngest in a family of one boy and two sisters. Sibling rivalries and alliances, love and apartness chronicle the subtle interplay of the various members of her family as they establish separate identities at home and in school. Sydney stories are set in the adult world but retain the same sureness of vision and sharp dialogue. TB 7493.

Anderson, Rachel

The poacher's son. 1982. Read by Malcolm Ruthven, 4 hours 30 minutes. TB 4829.

Arthur Betts is still a young truant when his gamekeeper father is accused - unjustly - of being in league with a gang of poachers. Their family is thrown into poverty. TB 4829.

Andrews, Lynda M
Take these broken wings. 2000. Read by Jacqueline King, 9 hours 35 minutes. TB 12896.

Hannah has known how hard the world is. Thrown into the workhouse by a cousin to whom her father entrusted her, she is determined to make the most of life. But when she loses the man she loves she's seduced into a violent marriage with no escape. TB 12896.

Andrews, Lynda M

When tomorrow dawns. 1998. Read by Patricia Jones, 11 hours 40 minutes. TB 12198.

At the age of twenty-four, Mary O'Malley is a widow, with a child to support and a wayward sister to worry about. Leaving her native Dublin, she brings her family to a Liverpool devastated by Hitler's bombs, seeking a new life with relatives. She is unsure what their will reception will be, but the O'Sheas welcome Mary, Breda and little Kevin with open arms and hearts. Contains passages of a sexual nature. TB 12198.

Andrews, Lynda M

My sister's child. 2001. Read by Kate Binchy, 18 hours 26 minutes. TB 12561.

For the inhabitants of Liverpool's Milton Street a steady income and a roof over their heads are luxuries. The Ryan family have barely grown accustomed to having such things when a fire destroys their father Jack's modest coal haulage business, leaving Jack broken and his family facing ruin. TB 12561.

Andrews, V C

Secrets of the morning. 2003. Read by Laurel Lefkow, 12 hours. TB 14231.

Cutler series; book 2. Sequel to: Dawn, TB 13875. The story of the Cutler family continues. Now a student at one of New York City's best music schools, Dawn's wish to become a singer can finally come true. But Dawn still dreams about Jimmy, her strong, intense boyfriend, and the love and anguished secrets they share. Then Michael Sutton arrives, a new teacher at the school, a singing star and the most wonderful-looking man Dawn has ever seen. In his embrace, Dawn awakens to disturbing, unfamiliar desires and his promises offer a vision of music and romance forever...until he disappears. Dazed by his cruelty, and once again a victim of her grandmother's twisted schemes, Dawn clings to the tender hope that Jimmy will return and fulfil their deepest dreams. TB 14231.

Andrews, V C

Twilight's child. 2003. Read by Laurel Lefkow, 14 hours 8 minutes. TB 14312.

Cutler series; book 3. At last Dawn is happy. She has found her beautiful baby daughter Christie, and she and Jimmy have finally married. She is a huge success as the new owner of the Cutler's Cove hotel. Yet still Dawn cannot quell her forebodings of evil. She can sense Grandmother Cutler's presence and her bitter hatred everywhere. And when she makes the shameful discovery that her brother Philip still harbours romantic feelings towards her, Dawn can only hope that his impending marriage will curb his mad desire. Her spiteful, jealous sister, Clara, is far easier to ignore - until her childish rage explodes into violence, causing unspeakable tragedy. TB 14359.

Andrews, V C 

Petals on the wind. 1980. Read by Judy Franklin, 15 hours 21 minutes. TB 6227. 

Dollengager family series; book 2. Sequel to: Flowers in the attic, TB 5493. The children who survived the horror of being locked in their grandmother's attic for years are now free and set on exacting revenge. Cathy now possesses the feminine powers inherited from her mother, and is determined to use them to show her mother and grandmother that the pain and terror of the attic days cannot be forgiven. TB 6227.

Andrews, V C 

Dark angel. 1987. Read by Catherine Furshpan, 13 hours 53 minutes. TB 6972.

Casteel family series; book 2. Sequel to: Heaven, TB 6508. In her wealthy grandmother's house, Heaven dreams of a wonderful, new life: new friends, the best schools and beautiful clothes and most important: love. Soon she will make her family name respectable and find her brothers and sisters again. But even in the world of the rich, there are strange forebodings and secrets best forgotten. As Heaven reaches for love she is caught up in a sinister web of cruel deceits and hidden passions. TB 6972.

Andrews, V C 

Ice. 2002. Read by Laurel Lefkow, 4 hours 45 minutes. TB 13422.

Shooting stars series; book 2. Sequel to: Cinnamon, TB 12849. Ice hides from the world behind a shield of silence. And that is what her mother hates about her. All she wants is a normal daughter who wears make-up and sexy clothes to attract boys. But Ice gets her chance to shine when she reveals her beautiful singing voice. And her extraordinary gift may become her saving grace when tragedy and deception almost destroy her dreams. TB 13422.

Andrews, V C 

Pearl in the mist. 1994. Read by Jami Castell, 10 hours 5 minutes. TB 10430.

Landry family series; book 2. Sequel to: Ruby, TB 10278. After a year in the Dumas' grand New Orleans mansion, Ruby has learned how to enjoy her new life and rejoice in the love of the father she had never known and, with her boyfriend, Beau, she has found a blissful love. However, a year has done nothing to warm the iciness of her stepmother, Daphne, who sneers at Ruby's backwater upbringing, or of her sister, Gisselle, who is vindictive and backstabbing. TB 10430.

Armstrong, Thomas

A ring has no end. 1958. Read by Garard Green, 20 hours 38 minutes. TB 2375.

The story of three generations of a Russian family in St Petersburg, both before and after a Revolution in which they witness appalling brutality and the destruction of all they value most highly. TB 2375.

Armstrong, Thomas

Pilling always pays. 1954. Read by Stephen Jack, 16 hours 42 minutes. TB 875.

The Crowther chronicles; book 2. Sequel to: The Crowthers of Bankdam, TB 232.
The lives of prosperous Sam Pilling and children he loved but too often indulged. TB 875.

Armstrong, Thomas

Sue Crowther's marriage. 1961. Read by Stephen Jack, 21 hours 15 minutes. TB 492.

The Crowther chronicles; book 3. Sue Crowther is a steadfast, gallant young woman who manages to keep her own high standards in the face of harrowing circumstances. TB 492.

Asher, Jane

The question. 1999. Read by Charlotte Strevens, 8 hours 52 minutes. TB 14219.

It all starts with a chance remark on the telephone, just a casual conversation, but it leads Eleanor Hamilton to an appalling and deeply disturbing discovery: John, her husband of twenty years, has been leading a double life - a life of unbelievable duplicity. Feelings of jealousy, anger and confusion follow, driving Eleanor to extraordinary limits. Only one thing is clear: she wants revenge, for the mockery John has made of her existence and for the happiness that she has missed. Then fate intervenes in the shape of a terrible accident... TB 14219.

Astley, Judy

Size matters. 2004. Read by Trudy Harris, 9 hours 17 minutes. TB 13974.

Jay has always envied her cousin Delphine. While Jay was brought up in a large, noisy and chaotic family, Delphine was indulged, perfectly dressed with an immaculate wardrobe and dancing lessons. Now Jay lives happily with her architect husband and their three teenage children, running a successful company, while Delphine has long since disappeared to Australia with her second husband. But Jay still wonders if she should be more like her cousin - with her size ten figure. So Jay decides to diet. But what should it be? High carb, no protein? High fibre? Wheat free? She tries them all. And once Delphine reappears, with the same old air of effortless superiority, the old envy returns - but who exactly is envious of whom? Contains strong language and passages of a sexual nature. TB 13974.

Astley, Judy

All inclusive. 2005. Read by Jacqueline King, 7 hours 41 minutes. TB 14139.

For the last few years, Beth and Ned have gone to the same Caribbean island to the same luxury spa hotel. There they meet the same crowd, and take up where they left off last time. Real life, home life, family life, are all safely left behind. Except this year when home problems have somehow tagged along for the ride. Ned has been playing away - a bit of a drunken fling, that's all, nothing to worry about, Beth thinks. But although they have put it behind them, what Beth doesn't know is that Ned's fling was with the female half of one of the couples they are holidaying with. To make matters worse, Beth has insisted on bringing along their sixteen-year-old daughter Delilah, who's been ill and needs some rest and sunshine. Not so ill, however, that she can't look around for some entertainment. Contains strong language. TB 14139.

Bainbridge, Beryl

A quiet life. 1994. Read by Brigit Forsyth, 4 hours 54 minutes. TB 10531.

Alan's family was very close. His sister, Madge, was barely fifteen and held secret rendezvous with German soldiers - she did as she pleased. His mother disappeared nightly to avoid contact with her evil-tempered husband. Alan let none of this affect him, neither rebelling nor approving. He simply took it all in quietly and allowed time to distort it in his mind. TB 10531.

Baldacci, David

Wish you well. 2002. Read by Norma Lana, 9 hours. TB 13569.

Tragedy strikes the Cardinal family when their car is involved in an accident. Twelve-year-old Lou and seven-year-old Oz survive, but their father is killed and their mother is left in a coma. It is left to their great grandmother to bring them up. TB 13569.

Banks, Iain

The crow road. 1992. Read by Joe Dunlop, 18 hours 18 minutes. TB 9790.

Prentice McHoan has returned to the bosom of his family in Scotland. Full of questions about the family's past, present and future, he is also deeply preoccupied: mainly with death, sex, drink, God and illegal substances. TB 9790.

Barclay, Tessa

A web of dreams.1988. Read by Joe Dunlop, 13 hours 1 minute. TB 7326.

Corvill family series; book 1. Beneath the dripping trees in the grounds of Balmoral Castle, a slim, dark girl steals towards the royal household. In her arms she cradles a small parcel of cloth of a quality she knows will impress Prince Albert. Though French Huguenot blood runs in her veins, young Jenny Corvill is Scottish to the core - and determined to establish her father's wares in the forefront of the new fashion for tartan, expanding under the lively patronage of the young Queen Victoria. TB 7326.

Barclay, Tessa

Broken threads. 1989. Read by Joe Dunlop, 13 hours 23 minutes. TB 7882.

Corvill family series; book 2. Jenny Corvill believed white was for little girls, and so refused to marry in white. This gesture is typical of the driving force behind the weaving firm of Corvill and Son. The tough Jenny decides to enjoy married life, handing over the reins of business to Ronald. Domesticity is not to prove bliss for Jenny, as the flirtatious Lucy appears on the scene in Galashiels and in London. As Lucy plunges the Corvills into disaster, the novel moves into the shady London underworld. TB 7882.

Barclay, Tessa

Champagne girls. 1986. Read by Rachel Atkins, 9 hours 9 minutes. TB 13952.

Tramont saga; book 2. Sequel to: The wine widow, TB 6891. Young, beautiful and privileged, the Champagne Girls, Netta Hopetown-Tramont and Gabrielle Fournier-Tramont, enjoy the finest things in life - but money cannot buy love or happiness. The dramatic saga of the Tramont wine dynasty began with the Wine Widow, and his second novel follows the fluctuating fortunes of this great champagne family from the 1880s to the end of the Great War. TB 13952.

Barclay, Tessa

The last heiress. 1987. Read by Rachel Atkins, 9 hours 20 minutes. TB 14198.

Tramont saga; book 3. Plain and timid Nora de la Sebiq-Tramont is sole heiress to the fortunes of a champagne empire. It is the roaring Twenties - the decade of prohibition, swinging parties, Coco Chanel and cocaine-filled nights. Discovering the delights of the Jazz Age, Nora also discovers herself – a passionate, independent woman with her own destiny. TB 14198.

Barstow, Stan

A brother's tale. Read by Robert Gladwell, 9 hours 11 minutes. TB 3652.

Bonny Taylor is a soccer star on the run, fleeing from the press, from his fickle fans and most of all from the knowledge that his talent has burnt out, that he is no longer of First Division standard. He turns for refuge to his brother. Unsuitable for family reading. TB 3652.

Barstow, Stan

Just you wait and see. 1986. Read by Simon Coady, 6 hours 8 minutes. TB 6513.

Ella Lindley series; book 1. The Palmer family live in a close-knit industrial community on the eve of the Second World War. Ella Palmer is ready for marriage but finds herself torn between the solid and dependable Walter, the local butcher, and the romantic enticements of Mr Strickland, a visiting tradesman with knowledge of life beyond the village. But there are conventions to be obeyed and with the onset of war Ella realises that she can delay no longer. TB 6513.

Bates, H E

A breath of French air. 1972. Read by Raymond Adamson, 3 hours. TB 7032.

The Larkins series; book 2. Sequel to: The darling buds of May, TB 753. The indestructible Larkins are off to France with Baby Oscar, the Rolls and Ma's unmarried passport and, with Pop at the wheel, there won't be much French without gin to match and no French without tears – of laughter. TB 7032.

Beattie, Sally

Annie's story. 1983. Read by Anne White, 7 hours 40 minutes. TB 5002.

A large house in a small town holds Annie, plain, pleasant, unmarried and fifty, her bedridden mother, a still attractive tyrant, and also the dreams of her daughter, essential to the endurance of this life with mother. Is the Colonel who enters this existence really an escape route from bullying, a chance to grow up, or just another trap? TB 5002.

Bennett, Arnold

Clayhanger. 1910. Read by Eric Gillett, 22 hours 45 minutes. TB 1230.

Clayhanger trilogy; book 1. A story of the Potteries about the conflict between Darius Clayhanger, harsh father and successful printer, and Edwin, his artistic son. TB 1230.

Bermant, Chaim

The patriarch. 1981. Read by Stanley McGeagh, 17 hours 24 minutes. TB 4683.

A Jewish family saga which begins in the Glasgow of 1892 with the Russian immigrant, Nahum Rabinovitz - later to change his name to Raeburn. He prospers, marries his childhood sweetheart, Miri, and the story of their family ranges from a mansion in Philadelphia to an Israeli kibbutz. TB 4683.

Berridge, Elizabeth

Sing me who you are. 1985. Read by Gretel Davis, 8 hours 20 minutes. TB 7218.

A car grinds up a rutted lane, luggage on the roof and a cat at the window: Harriet Cooper, thirtyish, awkward and vulnerable, is coming to live in an old bus inherited from her aunt. All the land and the farm has gone to Cousin Magda. The two cousins pursue a wary friendship, but Gregg, Magda's husband, welcomes Harriet. Also lurking is the memory of Scrubbs, who entered their lives as a boy and never really left them. TB 7218.

Berridge, Elizabeth

Family matters. 1980. Read by Judith Whale, 10 hours 14 minutes. TB 3643.

Sixteen short stories with the dominant theme of relationships within the family. TB 3643.

Billington, Rachel

Loving attitudes. 1988. Read by Judy Franklin, 8 hours 13 minutes. TB 7421.

At 18 Mary had a love affair. There was a baby and she had it adopted. Later she married, had a second daughter and made a successful career. Now on holiday with her husband, David, the phone rings: it is her first daughter, reared in America, and she wants to meet her natural mother. The result of her visit is to affect the whole family and cause a good deal of re-thinking of long-accepted facts. Contains passages of a sexual nature. TB 7421.

Binchy, Maeve

Light a penny candle. 1982. Read by Kate Binchy, 20 hours 42 minutes. TB 4629.

It is 1940 and ten-year-old Elizabeth White is sent from her parents' precise home in London to the safety of Ireland and the boisterous, unruly brood of the O'Connor family. For the next twenty years their lives are to interweave and affect each other - a warm and earthy family saga. TB 4629.

Binchy, Maeve

Scarlet Feather. 2000. Read by Kate Binchy, 18 hours 26 minutes. TB 12563.

Cathy Scarlet and Tom Feather set up a catering business together in Dublin. Against a background of catering triumphs and disasters, Tom's hopelessly obsessive love for his model girlfriend and Cathy's increasingly distant marriage crumble as the aphrodisiac of a shared business takes hold. TB 12563.

Bingham, Charlotte

Nanny. 1993. Read by Lindsay Sandison, 17 hours 41 minutes. TB 10419.

Grace Merrill, brought up in a provincial Edwardian town, finds that her talent for art is not encouraged. She finds a position as a nanny, and life is once more serene. But how long will it stay that way? TB 10419.

Bingham, Charlotte 

Love song. 1998. Read by Judy Bennett, 13 hours 56 minutes. TB 11874. 

Hope Merriott has always thought of herself as truly blessed; her three daughters bring her much joy. But when Hope's fourth daughter arrives, her birth coincides with the failure of her husband Alexander's newest business venture. And although Alexander's Great Aunt Rosabel offers to solve the family's financial worries by gifting Alexander her large, elegant house in Wiltshire, Hope is full of seemingly unreasonable foreboding. TB 11874.

Birmingham, Stephen

The LeBaron secret. 1986. Read by Maxine Howe, 13 hours 39 minutes. TB 6883.

Money and power can divide the closest of families, and the LeBarons, with their ambitions, secrets and guilty relationships, are no longer close. Assaria LeBaron is a matriarch who has dominated the family wine business in California since the death of her husband Peter. Her sons resent her authority and want to make changes in the business. In the ensuing family takeover battle long concealed relationships and illicit affairs come to the surface. TB 6883.

Birmingham, Stephen

The Auerbach will. 1984. Read by Maxine Howe, 13 hours 35 minutes. TB 5266.

A saga of family love and guilt that unfolds against a background of vast wealth and power. TB 5266.

Blair, Emma

The blackbird's tale. 1989. Read by Hilary Neville, 18 hours 43 minutes. TB 8605.

In Glasgow, Cathy and Bobby become engaged just at the outbreak of the First World War, and whilst Bobby is fighting for his country Cathy struggles alone to raise her daughter Hannah. A lover of books, Hannah becomes the owner of a run-down bookshop, and strives to form a secure pivot for both her mother and her daughter Robyn, uniting the three generations in success and happiness. TB 8605.

Blair, Emma

Finding happiness. 2003. Read by Vivien Heilbron, 13 hours 56 minutes. TB 15086.

Sandy McLean is training to be a doctor to follow in his father's footsteps - indeed, to surpass his father who is just a general practitioner: Sandy is to become a top surgeon. Or so his father insists. Sandy feels he has no choice, though knows he is not a natural and life is becoming miserable as he struggles through the exams. What he really wants to be is an artist. TB 15086.

Blake, George

The loves of Mary Glen. 1960. Read by Stephen Jack, 11 hours 15 minutes. TB 1708.

The story of a woman's love for her fatherless child, and her struggle to succeed with a dairy farm in the Scottish hill country. TB 1708.

Bowling, Harry

That summer in Eagle Street. 1996. Read by Marie McCarthy, 14 hours 10 minutes. TB 12052.

Eagle Street in London's East End, is home to a close knit community. When two wartime sweethearts become involved with local gang leaders, lives are put at risk. Contains passages of a sexual nature. TB 12052.

Bradford, Barbara Taylor 

Hold the dream. 1985. Read by Maggie Jones, 29 hours 1 minute. TB 5891. 

The Emma Harte saga; book 2. Sequel to: A woman of substance, TB 5255. Paula McGill Fairley is the granddaughter and chosen heir to Emma Harte's empire. Brilliant and a millionairess, Paula wields immense power at the age of twenty-five and she is determined to hold the dream bequeathed to her. Yet the conflicts and tragedies, the loves and losses that afflict her, mirror those in Emma's life. Unsuitable for family reading. TB 5891.

Bradford, Barbara Taylor

The Ravenscar dynasty. 2006. Read by Michael Tudor Barnes, 19 hours 23 minutes. TB 14838.

House of Deravenel series; book 1. When Cecily Deravenel tells her 18-year-old son Edward of the death of his father, brother and cousins in a fire, a part of him dies as well. Edward is comforted by his cousin Neville Watkins, who is suspicious of the deaths. The two men vow to seek the truth, avenge the deaths and take control of the business empire usurped sixty years before. And so begins an epic saga about an astonishing family, set against the backdrop of the Edwardian Era and the Belle Epoque, just before the First World War. TB 14838.

Bradford, Barbara Taylor

Voice of the heart. 1983. Read by Norma West, 34 hours 6 minutes. TB 5522.

Spanning the years 1956 to 1979, this is the story of two beautiful and successful women who meet in their early 20s and whose destinies are forever to be entwined. TB 5522.

Brittain, Vera

Born 1925: a novel of youth. 1982. Read by Ray Jones, 13 hours 13 minutes. TB 5761.

Born in 1925, Adrian and Josephine Carbury are brought up in a Europe shadowed by the threat of a Nazi Germany. But they are much more cynical about the tragedy of war than their pacifist parents who still bear the emotional scars of the First World War. However, they must all come to terms with the tragic events of their time. TB 5761.

Brookfield, Amanda

A summer affair. 2000. Read by Liz Holliss, 13 hours 35 minutes. TB 12898.

Nicholas and Kate Latimer are a forty-something couple with a lovely cottage, three healthy children and twenty successful years of marriage to their credit. Then their lives are thrown into confusion by a crisis. Nicholas suddenly finds himself staring into a dark future that seems to offer nothing more than a modest pension, alienation from his family and the burden of caring for elderly parents. TB 12898.

Brookner, Anita

Family and friends. 1985. Read by Judith Whale, 6 hours 41 minutes. TB 5916.

Just before the dancing is to begin, the generations of Sofka's family and friends gather together for the wedding photograph. The moment is framed and much of the future can be seen in those faces. As the family matures and extends, the loves and alliances of each member are delicately explored. TB 5916.

Buck, Pearl S

Pavilion of women. 1947. Read by Jean Metcalfe, 14 hours 25 minutes. TB 1867.

Madame Wu rules a Chinese family, her sons, their wives, her husband's concubines and many children. A Western priest brings new ideas into the house of tradition. TB 1867.

Buck, Pearl S

Mandala. 1971. Read by Marvin Kane, 10 hours 30 minutes. TB 1587.

Prince Jagat, still influenced by the mysticism of daily life, struggles with the problems confronting a family like his in the new India. TB 1587.

Burgh, Anita

The heart's citadel. 2005. Read by Diana Bishop, 14 hours 32 minutes. TB 14424.

Wheels of fortune series; book 2. Sequel to: The broken gate, TB 13881. It is 1913 and the world is on the brink of war. Yet to the inhabitants of the estate of Cresswell Manor in Devon, the summer seems endless. But change is afoot. Hannah - the only daughter of the Cresswells - is heavily involved with the suffragettes, whose aims she approves of, but whose methods she abhors. Esmeralda, headstrong and spoiled, deceives her husband for the strangest of reasons. Lettice, married to a brute of a husband, longs for freedom. Mortimer Cresswell appals his mother by falling in love with an estate worker's daughter, while his tearaway brother Felix, breaks her heart in his pursuit of hedonism. The Cresswells are ignorant that war is looming, that society is about to change for ever and that soon the England will alter beyond their wildest dreams – or fears. TB 14424.

Burgh, Anita 

The breached wall. 2007. Read by Diana Bishop, 13 hours 13 minutes. TB 15698. 

Wheels of fortune series; book 3. Spring 1915. Far away in France, the Great War was not over by Christmas as was confidently predicted. It shows no sign of ending, and the peaceful calm of Cresswell Manor in Devon has been shattered. It is now a convalescent home for soldiers from the Front. The old social order is crumbling as surely as time begins to breach the walls of the ancient manor house. With their menfolk away at the Front, the women left behind take on the burden of running the estate, as well as their homes and households, working harder than they ever have before. Some of the women battle on and remain faithful, while loneliness encourages others to stray. TB 15698.

Cadell, Elizabeth

Iris in winter. 1996. Read by Marie McCarthy, 8 hours. TB 11213.

It's winter and Caroline West has gone to a small country town to escape her late husband's relatives. Like most good-hearted people she is continually put upon. First her young sister, Iris, and then several other relations descend upon her. TB 11213.

Calman, Claire

Cross my heart and hope to die. 2004. Read by Beth Chalmers, 10 hours 32 minutes. TB 13776.

It should have been the perfect holiday: lazy days with friends in a rambling old house right on the beach. But when one family drops out and Kath invites her brother and father along instead, everything starts to unravel. All Kath wants is to have sex with her husband without a small child bursting in and demanding toast and Marmite. Her brother Rob wants to find out whether he has a hope in hell with the woman he loves. Giles wants to find a way to get closer to his daughter, while eight-year-old Anna just wants to be a mermaid. And, at the heart of it all is Miranda - beautiful, bold and baffling, Miranda - who wants nothing more than to survive the week without anyone suspecting the truth. Contains strong language and passages of a sexual nature. TB 13776.

Cary, Joyce

The moonlight. 1952. Read by Robert Gladwell, 16 hours 48 minutes. TB 1824.

The story of an elder sister who brings up the younger rebellious sisters and the family influences which threaten the lives of its members. TB 1824.

Challis, Sarah

On Dancing Hill. 2004. Read by Eva Haddon, 12 hours 33 minutes. TB 15888.

Kate and Josh Hutchins have been married for thirty years. For all that time they have lived on Dancing Hill Farm in Dorset. Here they brought up three children, expected to grow old, and imagined they would pass the farm on to one of the boys, like generations of family before them. But things have not gone to plan, as Dancing Hill itself is no longer the profitable place that it once was. When her children give her a week's painting holiday in Provence the restless Kate seizes it, not realising that by the time she comes back everything will have changed. Contains passages of a sexual nature. TB 15888.

Coe, Jonathan

The rain before it falls. 2008. Read by Jenny Agutter, 7 hours 14 minutes. TB 15783.

As 73-year-old Rosamund sits alone in her remote Shropshire house, her dying thoughts turn to her cousin's granddaughter, Imogen, who has been blind from an early age. Rosamund realises that she has one last duty to perform: to describe on tape, for Imogen, a series of photographs which between them tell a tragic family history. At the centre of the narrative is Imogen's grandmother, Beatrix, whose flight from her husband after the war in search of freedom and excitement left a damaging legacy. Contains violence. TB 15783.

Collier, Catrin

Beggars & choosers. 2007. Read by Kate Jarman, 15 hours 19 minutes. TB 15115. 

Rhondda saga; book 1. Sali Watkin is about to marry her childhood sweetheart, Mansel, a young and successful businessman. But as tragedy follows tragedy, four traumatic years later Sali becomes a penniless outcast, struggling to support herself and her son. TB 15115.

Connor, Alexandra

Green baize road. Read by Alexandra Connor, 11 hours 20 minutes. TB 13230.

This tells the story of three sisters with very different lives. Ellen, generous and capable, runs a billiard hall with her beloved Reg. Louise wants more than the backstreets of Bolton and heads for Australia. And fragile Lily, having lost her husband to the war, can hardly cope with her two small daughters. Whatever problems they face, the solutions are all in the family. But is this how the next generation will see it? TB 13230.

Conran, Shirley

Lace: a novel. 1982. Read by Gretel Davis, 25 hours 44 minutes. TB 4892.

Set against an international background of the rich, the famous and the depraved, this is the story of four women who dare to make a success of life. However they are dogged by a secret which has enmeshed their lives. Unsuitable for family reading. TB 4892.

Considine, June

Deceptions. 2004. Read by Jim Norton, 10 hours 50 minutes. TB 14587.

When an extra-marital affair brings Lorraine Cheevers' world crashing down around her, she flees to the seaside town of Trabawn. Determined to find out who is responsible for the hit and run that led to his son being left in a coma, Michael Carmody's search takes him to Trabawn and unexpected feelings for Lorraine, which lead him to question the truth as he knows it. As their tales unfold side by side, Lorraine and Michael discover just how far people will go to hide the truth and the deceptions they will perpetrate to save themselves. TB 14587.

Cook, Gloria

Touch the silence. 2003. Read by Daniel Philpott, 10 hours 33 minutes. TB 14241.

It is 1917 and the First World War is casting its shadow over the Harvey family of Ford Farm. One brother has been killed, Tristan is at the Front and Ben is desperate to go but is declared unfit. Tensions mount as he is forced to stay at home with older brother, Alec, who has secrets of his own. TB 14241.

Cookson, Catherine

The slow awakening. 1995. Read by Patricia Jones, 10 hours 23 minutes. TB 10487.

Kirsten MacGregor, an orphan in the 1850s, was left in the hands of a cruel baby farmer. Somehow she survived her terrible childhood, only to be sold to a vicious master at the age of fourteen, until they were separated by a storm. Rescued by the Flynn family she gave birth to a child at the same time as Florence, mistress of the great house nearby, was told that her newborn son was dead. The two women entered into a secret bargain that was to change Kirsten's fortune and place her in the middle of a bitter feud. TB 10487.

Cookson, Catherine

Bill Bailey: a novel. 1986. Read by Anne Jameson, 8 hours. TB 6505.

Bill Bailey series; book 1. From the moment Bill Bailey arrived to take up residence at Fiona Nelson's home in the Tyneside town of Fellburn, he made his presence felt in no uncertain terms. Fiona had advertised for a lodger, despite the inevitable disapproval of her mother, because she was now a poor widow with three children to bring up. It was not long before she found herself wondering just what her world have been like before Bill came into it ... TB 6505.

Cookson, Catherine 

The obsession. 1995. Read by Alan Gilchrist, 9 hours 40 minutes. TB 10446. 

This novel portrays a woman so driven by the need to protect her inheritance that she will sacrifice almost anything to ensure she does not lose it. Beatrice Steel lives at Pine Hurst with her father and her sisters. She has taken over the running of the house and it is her most prized possession - although it is her father who actually owns it. When he dies, her security is threatened and she lays plans to protect her position. TB 10446.

Cookson, Catherine 

Feathers in the fire. 1971. Read by George Hagan, 12 hours 30 minutes. TB 1910. 

The gradual disintegration of the McBain family and their once-prosperous Tyneside farm in the latter half of the 19th century, and the lives of those families who worked there. TB 1910.

Cotterell, Geoffrey 

The strange enchantment. 1956. Read by Eric Gillett, 21 hours 15 minutes. TB 1181.

The fortunes of a family suddenly bereft of the bread-winner; one daughter is dogged by ill-luck while her sister lives in increasing comfort. TB 1181.

Cox, Josephine

Bad boy Jack. 2003. Read by Carole Boyd, 13 hours 48 minutes. TB 14984.

Filled with regret, Robert made a vow to find his family. He realised his journey would not be an easy one and he had no way of knowing what he might find at the end of it. Only the memory of his sweetheart and the love of his children drove him on. TB 14984.

Cox, Josephine

Rainbow days. 2003. Read by Carole Boyd, 10 hours 12 minutes. TB 15091.

David and Cathleen are childhood sweethearts. Throughout their childhood their love grows stronger and now, in 1990, they start to plan a life together. But an envious woman is determined to ruin their happiness and uses David's father to do so. TB 15091.

Cox, Josephine 

Alley Urchin. 1991. Read by Maggie Ollerenshaw, 10 hours 35 minutes. TB 11656. 

Emma Grady series; book 2. Sequel to: Outcast, TB 12073. By 1870 Emma Grady had spent seven years of servitude as a convict in Australia. Now, having earned her ticket of leave, she lives for the day when she will return to Marlow Tanner - the man she loves - and whose tragic child she had borne and lost. She cannot know that the child she has given up for dead is being lovingly raised by Marlow's sister. Young Molly grows up to be an expert pickpocket, but her fierce loyalty to the woman who cares for her earns her the admiration of all. Will Emma ever be reunited with Marlow? If she finds him, will he still love her? And what of the child lost to them both. TB 11656.

Cox, Josephine 

Jinnie. 2002. Read by Rachel Atkins, 8 hours 40 minutes. TB 14400.

The Hunter family series; book 2. Sequel to: The woman who left, TB 13106. Ten years ago, Louise Hunter's life was torn apart. Her husband, Ben, killed himself; her brother-in-law, Jacob, was murdered; and her sister, Susan, abandoned her new-born daughter, revealing the baby is Ben's child. Louise remains haunted by guilt over one night she spent with Ben's friend Eric. But after adopting Jinnie, she finds new happiness - until Susan decides she wants Jinnie back. Meanwhile, Adam and Hannah, whose mother was killed with Jacob, are on the run. What Adam witnessed in that dreadful night put them all in danger, but their beloved grandmother knows that one day they must return to the place where it all began. TB 14400.

Cox, Josephine 

Let loose the tigers. 1997. Read by Maggie Ollerenshaw, 8 hours 26 minutes. TB 12205.

Queenie's story; book 2. Sequel to: Her father’s sins, TB 11578. Queenie returns to Blackburn when her friend Sheila is imprisoned for running a brothel. While visiting Sheila, Queenie is asked by a frail old lady for news of her long-lost son. Queenie sets out to find him, little knowing that Rick Marsden, the love she fled from, is searching for her. TB 12205.

Cronin, A J

The stars look down. 1989. Read by Arthur Blake, 27 hours 34 minutes. TB 7017.

It is a harsh life in the north-east of England and when the miners are on strike in the early years of this century, it becomes unbelievably hard. David youngest of the three Fenwick boys comes back from the war determined to try to improve the lives of his fellow miners. He becomes an MP but a minority Labour Government is as powerless as the men it tries to represent- an epic story about miners, their land, lives, passions, fights and sorrows. TB 7017.

Dale, Celia

The innocent party. 1973. Read by Elizabeth Proud, 6 hours 27 minutes. TB 2730.

Linda grows up in a small flat high up in a tower block where loneliness leads to misunderstanding. The lives of her small family become so involved that it is difficult to know who is the innocent party when tragedy strikes. TB 2730.

Delderfield, R F

Long summer day. 1968. Read by Christopher Oxford, 27 hours 3 minutes. TB 15130.

A horseman riding by trilogy; book 1. Set in the West Country, it charts the fortunes and disappointments of Paul Craddock - a young man wounded in the Boer War, who sets out with zest and understanding to nurse back to prosperity the country estate he had recently begun to manage. TB 15130.

Duffy, Maureen 

That's how it was. 1962. Read by Pauline Munro, 7 hours 4 minutes. TB 4952.
Paddy and her mother develop a warm and loving relationship as desertion by Paddy's father unites them in their attempt to cope with working-class life in wartime England. TB 4952.
Edwards, Kim

The memory keeper's daughter. 2007. Read by Lachele Carl, 15 hours 49 minutes. TB 15811.

It should have been an ordinary birth, the start of an ordinary happy family. But the night Dr David Henry delivers his wife's twins is a night that will haunt five lives for ever. For though David's son is a healthy boy, his daughter has Down's syndrome. And, in a shocking act of betrayal whose consequences only time will reveal, he tells his wife their daughter died while secretly entrusting her care to a nurse. TB 15811.

Elgin, Elizabeth

Whisper on the wind. 1992. Read by Diana Bishop, 20 hours 1 minute. TB 10117.

World War Two. Against the express wishes of her absent husband Barney, Kath joins up as a landgirl and moves from Birmingham to work on Mat Ramsden's farm in the Yorkshire countryside. Next door the Fairchild estate has been harnessed for the war effort. Roz, exempted from call-up to work on the land, has something to hide from her grandmother, who has secrets of her own. A moving story of women caught in the emotional crossfire of war. TB 10117.

Elgin, Elizabeth 

Daisychain summer. 1995. Read by John Davitt, 25 hours 54 minutes. TB 10775. 

Sutton family series; book 2. Sequel to: I’ll bring you buttercups, TB 10199. This follows the fortune of lovers Alice and Tom Dwerryhouse up to the 1940s. For Alice, ex-sewing maid, ex-Lady Sutton and now happily married to gamekeeper Tom, fortune shines on their union and they have an adorable daughter, Daisy. Bounder Elliot Sutton has been ordered to mend his ways by his mother. Will marriage to a Russian aristocrat produce a much needed Pendenys heir? Will Daisy Dwerryhouse form a deeper relationship with neighbour and childhood friend Keith Purvis? A new generation of Suttons must look life in the eye and find out if the secret sins of one generation taint the fate of the next. TB 10775.

Enright, Anne

The gathering. 2007. Read by Alison McKenna, 8 hours 5 minutes. TB 15399.

This is a family epic, condensed and clarified through the lens of Anne Enright's unblinking eye. It is also a sexual history: tracing the line of hurt and redemption through three generations - starting with the grandmother, Ada Merriman - showing how memories warp and family secrets fester. This is a novel about love and disappointment, about thwarted lust and limitless desire, and how our fate is written in the body, not in the stars. Contains strong language. TB 15399.

Evans, Diana

26a. 2006. Read by Madeleine Hyland, 9 hours 9 minutes. TB 15242.

Four sisters live at 26a, in a shabby London neighbourhood, coping with their alcoholic English father and their spirit-talking Nigerian mother. To escape, the twins create their own world in an attic room. As they grow into adulthood they discover a life apart but cannot escape the oneness of their relationship. TB 15242.

Falconer, Elizabeth

Wings of the morning. 1999. Read by Phyllida Nash, 13 hours 20 minutes. TB 12545.

Christian and Emma were brought up by their mother Flavia in the hope that one of them would find a vocation to the religious life. When a tragedy brings them all the crisis point, Flavia falls apart, Christian has to rebuild his life with his wife, but Emma becomes gloriously, unexpectedly free. TB 12545.

Florey, Kitty Burns

Family matters. 1981. Read by William Abney, 10 hours 55 minutes. TB 4038.

The story of three women, daughter, mother and grandmother, their relationship to each other and to the other members of the family. TB 4038.

Flynn, Katie

Orphans of the storm. 2006. Read by Kate Walsh, 12 hours 32 minutes. TB 15409.

Jess and Nancy, girls from very different backgrounds, are nursing in France during the Great War. They have much in common for both have lost their lovers in the trenches, so when the war is over and they return to nurse in Liverpool, their future seems bleak. Very soon, however, their paths diverge. Nancy marries an Australian stockman and goes to live on a cattle station in the Outback, while Jess marries a Liverpudlian. In the thick of the blitz during the second World War their children are drawn together and torn apart. TB 15409.

Flynn, Katie

Little girl lost. 2006. Read by Eunice Roberts, 15 hours 30 minutes. TB 15074.

It is a cold night and Sylvie Dugdale is weeping as she walks by the Mersey. A figure approaches and, dodging aside to avoid him, she falls into the river. Constable Brendon O'Hara, just coming off duty, sees the girl's plight and dives in to rescue her. He is dazzled by her beauty, but Sylvie's husband is in prison and the closeness that Brendan soon longs for is impossible. Sylvie has to escape from Liverpool and meets Maeve, a crippled girl from the slums who will change all their lives when a little girl is lost. TB 15074.

Forrester, Helen

Three women of Liverpool. 1984. Read by Joan Walker, 6 hours 13 minutes. TB 8316.

"An early concentrated attack on Britain is necessary, on Liverpool, for example, so that the whole nation will feel the effect". Certainly the three women in this novel, Emmie, Ellen and Gwen, are affected by this action proposed by Admiral Erich Raeder. In this novel artificial distinctions such as the divide between slum and suburb dweller are removed, as people rediscover humanity as they face together a terrible violence. TB 8316.

Forster, Margaret

Mother can you hear me? 1979. Read by Elizabeth Proud, 11 hours 34 minutes. TB 3699.

Angela tries too hard to avoid the pitfalls of her own relationship with her mother. The problems this causes in her relationship with her teenage daughter are no less real or easier to overcome. TB 3699.

Gaffney, Patricia

Circle of three. Read by Laurence Bouvard, 13 hours 32 minutes. TB 13945.

For Carrie Van Allen, the mourning of her husband is nothing compared to the regret she feels for the death of their love, which happened long before his heart gave out. Sixteen-year-old Ruth is silently coping with a double tragedy of her own: the loss of the father she believed to be perfect, and a strained relationship with her mother. Dana, just turned seventy, is an interfering but warm-hearted woman who believes that she has always acted in her daughter's best interest. Having driven Carrie away from her first love, she has no idea how to behave now that he has re-entered her life. TB 13945.

Gee, Maurice

Blindsight: a novel.  2005. Read by Frances Edmond, 6 hours 53 minutes. TB 15317.

This is the story of a good but damaged man and his less than virtuous sister. Though they have not met in over thirty years, new relationships and secrets begin to unravel their worlds. Their loyalty and family ties may create a new future. TB 15317.

Gillespie, Jane

A pot of basil. 1955. Read by Lionel Gamlin, 6 hours 43 minutes. TB 1816.

Of a family with three daughters and the problems of their growing up. TB 1816.

Goudge, Elizabeth

The rosemary tree. 1967. Read by Nicolette McKenzie, 13 hours 38 minutes. TB 15163. 

A novel of modern Devonshire, centring round the lives of the Wentworths at the vicarage, their old nannie and the village schoolmistress. TB 15163.

Gower, Iris

Proud Mary. 1985. Read by Diana Bishop, 13 hours 54 minutes. TB 10542.

Sweyn's Eye series; book 2. Sequel to: The copper kingdom, TB 10313. Mary Jenkins had dragged herself from humble beginnings, first to be overseer in Canal Street Laundry, then to run her own market stall in Sweyn's Eye but fate and the Sutton brothers always knocked her down again. Dean Sutton was ready to set her up in her own shop, but only at his price, while Brandon Sutton threatened to destroy her with a love neither could control, but Mary, Proud Mary, was a fighter set to win whatever the odds, however great the sacrifice. TB 10542.

Greene, Vera E

Champagne for breakfast. 1969. Read by Colin Keith Johnstone, 4 hours 58 minutes. TB 1168.

Sydney in 1905 provides the background to the problems and tragedy which beset a family when two of the three lovely daughters fall deeply in love with the same man. TB 1168.

Haines, Pamela

Daughter of the northern fields. 1987. Read by Judy Franklin, 16 hours 14 minutes. TB 6925.

Christabel Woodward is the darling of her prosperous, mill-owning father until he discovers her mother's secret: this, his first-born, is not his own child but the illegitimate daughter of Branwell Bronte. Having lost everyone she loves, Christabel leaves the wild Yorkshire moorland. She is the victim of a rape which leaves her feeling she can never love or be loved, but her courage and indomitable spirit carry her through to real happiness. TB 6925.

Hamilton, Ruth

Dorothy's war. 2006. Read by Marlene Sidaway, 12 hours 36 minutes. TB 14664.

Dorothy is born into WWI and from there we follow the tragedies of her young life until finally, in her twenties, she is made whole, wins her own battle for freedom and love, and her own place in the world. TB 14664.

Hamilton, Ruth

Chandlers Green. 2004. Read by Marlene Sidaway, 12 hours 22 minutes. TB 14170.

The Chandler family had been making candles in Bolton for five hundred years. The dynasty, now in decline and ruled by Richard Chandler, is reduced to an unhappy household and a few tenanted properties. But Richard continues to behave as lord of the manor. Jean, his wife, is terrified of him; his aunt, Anna Chandler, has moved out of the grange; his children despise him. When Alf Martindale, an arch-enemy, plans to move into the village, Richard's anger boils over. Temporarily removed from his estate, Richard has no way of knowing that Jean is arming herself against his return. The past and the present are about to come together in a way that can end only in tragedy or triumph. TB 14170.

Haran, Maeve

Soft touch. 1999. Read by Penelope Freeman, 10 hours 16 minutes. TB 14632.

Scorned by her 18-year-old daughter, Catherine finds no solace from her overbearing, conventional mother-in-law. And things look set to go from bad to worse when her daughter becomes involved with a sexy road protestor - a road her mother-in-law is campaigning to have built! Tempers flare, lines are drawn and Catherine is ready to give up on the lot of them. But when it comes down to it, the whole family manages to surprise one another in the face of crisis. TB 14632.

Harris, Rosie

Sunshine and showers. 2007. Read by Nerys Hughes, 8 hours 59 minutes. TB 15895.

Life seems to alternate between periods of stunning happiness for pretty seventeen-year-old Sheryl Williams after she marries dashing soldier Alun Powell, and times of bad luck and despair. When their baby Caitlin is born and Alun, having recently left the army, is unable to find work, they are reduced to living in the slums of Cardiff's Tiger Bay. Their life together is full of rows and recriminations and when Alun is involved in a vicious fight and imprisoned, estranged from her own family a desperate Sheryl is forced to turn to the Powells, who take in Caitlin while Sheryl seeks work in Cardiff. Then one fateful day, seven-year-old Caitlin sets off in search of her mother, without a word to the Powells. Contains strong language and passages of a sexual nature. TB 15895.

Harris, Rosie

A mother's love. 2007. Read by Nerys Hughes, 9 hours 44 minutes. TB 15608.

Finding herself pregnant, Julia Winter is forced to leave home rather than bring shame on her family. Reduced to living in the slums of Liverpool she eventually finds work in a respectable hotel. For a while, Julia dares to hope for a better future for herself and her unborn child. But soon tragedy strikes - Julia's baby is stillborn. TB 15608.

Harris, Ruth Elwin

The silent shore. 1986. Read by Helen Copp, 8 hours 3 minutes. TB 6626.

Purcell sisters series; book 1. When their mother dies the Purcell sisters, Frances, Julia, Gwen and Sarah, are determined to stay on in their beloved country house under the wing of the nearby Mackenzie family. Sarah, the youngest at seven, is the central character in this family saga. She hero-worships Gabriel Mackenzie, the oldest of the Mackenzie brood but he has eyes only for Frances, a young woman ahead of her time and torn between love and her career. Then comes the First World War ... TB 6626.

Harry, Lilian 

The girls they left behind. 1995. Read by Rachel Atkins, 15 hours 21 minutes. TB 11804. 

April grove series; book 2. Sequel to: Goodbye sweetheart, TB 11619. Set in Portsmouth at the time of the Blitz. Betty Chapman, secretly engaged to local boy Graham Philpott, joins the Land Army, and finds herself working alongside a devastatingly attractive man. Her newly married sister, Olive Harker, must decide whether or not to risk having a baby - knowing that she may become a widow at any moment. Nancy Baxter offers comfort to lonely sailors, while her young son runs wild with a gang of local kids. TB 11804.

Hauptmann, Gaby

Grabbing the family jewels. 2002. Read by Jo Crichton, 9 hours 38 minutes. TB 15268.

Anno Adelmann, a wealthy widower, is the survivor of two heart attacks. His four scheming daughters all have designs on his inheritance. He decides to have a bit of fun at their expense, but what starts as a joke soon becomes more serious. The family finds itself dealing with kidnapping, blackmail and possibly murder. TB 15268.

Hendricks, Judi

Isabel's daughter. 2003. Read by Laurence Bouvard, 12 hours 35 minutes. TB 13441.

Abandoned by her mother, Avery didn't have the easiest start in life. Now twenty-five, Avery stumbles upon the portrait of a woman who is the mirror image of herself, right down to her most distinguishing feature: her two different coloured eyes. Avery has found her mother, Isabel Colinas, an artist who died eight years earlier in a tragic accident. Searching for Isabel in her work, in the stories of friends, rivals and lovers, in Isabel's own journal Avery is drawn into complex relationships with the people who knew her mother, and she soon realises that her discoveries about Isabel reveal not only the secrets of the past, but the shape of her own future. Contains strong language. TB 13441.

Hislop, Victoria

The island. 2006. Read by Elizabeth Proud, 14 hours 48 minutes. TB 14935.

On the brink of a life-changing decision, Alexis Fielding longs to find out about her mother's past. But Sofia has never spoken of it. All she admits to is growing up in a small Cretan village before moving to London. When Alexis decides to visit Crete, however, Sofia gives her daughter a letter to take to an old friend, and promises that through her she will learn more. TB 14935.

Hocking, Mary

Good daughters. 1984. Read by Hugh Ross, 9 hours 6 minutes. TB 5565.

Fairley family series; book 1. Stanley Fairley, headmaster and Methodist lay preacher, assumes that his three daughters will live according to the austere morality that he has instilled into them. But London in the 1930s is a changing world, and the three daughters are introduced to a wonderland of sexual intrigue and experiment which will have disturbing implications for them all. TB 5565.

Hood, Evelyn

The silken thread. 1986. Read by Fiona McDonald, 7 hours 5 minutes. TB 13510.

Margaret Montgomery was the daughter of one of Paisley's most thriving silk weavers, but she grew up wanting more than the comfortable home and secure income of a silk weaver's wife. Despairing of the poverty she sees in the town, Margaret finds her vocation as a charity worker and teacher at the local hospital, but she also discovers a mystery. For while her philanthropic ideals are tolerated, even accepted, by her parents, Margaret's genuine affection for her childhood friend William Todd is greeted with disapproval. TB 13510.

Howard, Audrey

Annie's girl. 2002. Read by Carole Boyd, 13 hours 41 minutes. TB 15893.

Tempestuous Briar Macauley's single-minded stubbornness to prove that she is the equal of any man leads her into so many disastrous circumstances that her parents despair of ever making a lady of her. The only man who can stand up to her untamed spirit is Will Lucas of Browhead Farm. With the appearance of Hal Saunders, Briar realises there is more to the lifestyle her parents want for her than she first imagined. Exchanging her wild ways for a husband and child she would die for, Briar becomes the model of a perfect wife. But when tragedy strikes she must use all of her courage and determination just to endure. TB 15893.

Howard, Elizabeth Jane 

Marking time. 1991. Read by Carol Marsh, 19 hours 54 minutes. TB 9335. 

Cazalet chronicles; book 2. Sequel to: The light years, TB 9285. Polly, Clary and Louise grow up in the shadow of World War II. Louise dreams of being an actress; Clary, the aspiring writer, is keeping a book of things she's noticed people never talk about; while Polly, burdened with knowledge and the need to share it, wonders why others find honesty so hard. We see how the raw experience of adolescence is heightened by war, with its mixture of dull days, random drama and unpredictable death. TB 9335.
Hyde, Catherine Ryan

Love in the present tense. 2007. Read by John Chancer, Laurence Bouvard and Peter Brooke, 7 hours 3 minutes. TB 15075.

For five years Pearl has managed to stop the past from catching up with her and her bright, frail five-year-old son. Life has given her every reason to mistrust people, but circumstances force her to trust her neighbour Mitch with watching Leonard while she goes off to work. Then one day Pearl drops her son off and never returns. Contains strong language. TB 15075.

Jacob, Naomi

The founder of the house. 1935. Read by Stephen Jack, 13 hours 45 minutes. TB 650.

The Gollantz saga; book 1. The adventures of Emanuel Gollantz in Vienna and London, and his founding of the London business house. TB 650.

Jacobs, Anna

Pride of Lancashire. 2006. Read by Sherry Baines, 13 hours 58 minutes. TB 15908.

Preston sisters series; book 1. Carrie Preston is used to hard work - oldest of ten, with an incompetent mother and a drunken father, she struggles to find food for her siblings. But nothing could have prepared her for the day fate deals her family the cruellest of hands, rendering them more desperate than ever. In a harsh world, small acts of kindness can bring great hope – Eli Beckett's offer of a job at the Dragon pub promises a better future for Carrie. TB 15908.

Jaffe, Rona

Family secrets. 1974. Read by Andrew Timothy, 20 hours 30 minutes. TB 2843.

The story, over three generations, of the Saffron family, founded and dominated by Adam, who arrived in America aboard a Russian immigrant ship. TB 2843.

Jakes, John

North and South. 1982. Read by James Tillitt, 34 hours 5 minutes. TB 5728. Chronicle series; book 1. The Hazards were pioneers of commerce. The Mains were plantation owners, guardians of a way of life that modern industry threatened to shatter. The eldest sons of these two families meet in the army, and a friendship is formed that links the Hazards and the Mains inextricably, in love as well as hatred, in business as well as friendship, until the approaching civil war tears the families apart. Unsuitable for family reading. TB 5728.

James, Erica

Love and devotion. 2005. Read by Penelope Freeman, 18 hours 5 minutes. TB 15168.

Harriet Swift thinks she has the perfect life - a satisfying career, her own flat and a new boyfriend who respects her need for her own space. But then her only sister is killed in a car crash and Harriet is forced to give up her well ordered life and to help look after her orphaned niece and nephew. Will Hart also thinks he has the perfect life. Having swapped his successful career as a lawyer for that of an antiques dealer, he believes in living for the moment and is entirely happy with his lot. Then from nowhere tragedy strikes and he faces the biggest challenge of his life. Harriet and Will have no choice but to piece together a new future for themselves, but can they see it through? Contains passages of a sexual nature. TB 15168.

Jewell, Lisa

A friend of the family. 2003. Read by Tim Bruce, 11 hours 29 minutes. TB 13987.

Brothers Tony, Sean and Ned had the perfect upbringing. They adore their parents and actually look forward to coming home for Sunday lunch. But now they've grown up and real life has started to get in the way. Tony's dealing with divorce and a weight problem. Novelist Sean is up against a serious case of writer's block and a shock announcement from his "perfect" new girlfriend. And their parents have a new lodger, Gervase. But why is Bernie, their mum, so keen to give this unsavoury waif a home? And what is the real reason for kid brother Ned's surprise return from his travels in Australia? Contains strong language. TB 13987.

Johnston, Jennifer

Grace and truth. 2005. Read by Kate Binchy, 5 hours 32 minutes. TB 14635.

Sally, a successful actress, has just returned to Ireland from a long European tour. Exhausted, she wants only to rest and to see her husband Charlie again. But Charlie announces that he is leaving her, and Sally, devastated and furious makes him pack his bags at once. Maybe though, she wonders later, she really is too hard to live with? TB 14635.

Jonker, Joan

Last tram to Lime Street. 1998. Read by Maggie Ollerenshaw, 13 hours. TB 13328.

Molly Bennett & Nellie McDonough series; book 2. Sequel to: Stay in your own backyard, TB 13997. Molly Bennett and Nellie McDonough were newlyweds when they became neighbours. Over the years their friendship helped them through lean times. Then Nellie's son proposes to Molly's daughter and they are overjoyed. But a cloud hangs over their plans when certain events come to their notice. TB 13328.

Jonker, Joan 
Sweet Rosie O'Grady. 1996. Read by Eunice Roberts, 14 hours. TB 13311. 

Molly Bennett & Nellie McDonough series; book 3. Neighbours Molly Bennett and Nellie McDonough are thrilled to see their children settling down. Jill and Steve are making wedding plans and Doreen waits patiently at home for Phil's next leave. But the Second World War is separating loved ones forever and the future looks bleak. Then Rosie O'Grady arrives in Liverpool from Ireland and Molly and Nellie are in for a treat. TB 13311.

Joseph, Marie

A world apart. 1988. Read by Maggie Jones, 12 hours 45 minutes. TB 8372.

Daisy Penny series; book 2. Sequel to: A better world than this, TB 8204. This book continues the story of Daisy Penny, a young woman who must face both sorrow and dilemma after the death of her husband, but whose lively and compassionate spirit leads her to unexpected chances of future happiness. TB 8372.

Joseph, Marie

Lisa Logan. 1984. Read by Rosemary Davis, 10 hours 15 minutes. TB 5160.

When Angus Logan solves the problem of a deskful of unpaid bills by running away, he leaves a wife who refuses to cope and a daughter of fourteen, just beginning to show the promise of beauty. The penury she tackles with courage, but the sense of loss in both parents is to prove harder to overcome. TB 5160.

Kelly, Cathy

Best of friends. 2004. Read by Caroline Lennon, 19 hours 30 minutes. TB 14436.

Abby, Lizzie, Jess and Erin think they have worries. The seventeen-year-itch, whether you can have a civilised divorce, the troubles of the teenage years and starting over in a new place - these are the concerns that absorb the four women. Until somebody else's tragedy brushes its gentle fingertips over their lives and, suddenly, they realise that they've got everything out of proportion. As they seek support from one another in their sadness, each comes to see that life is for living and they've got to grab it with both hands. TB 14436.

Kennedy, Lena

Down our street. 1986. Read by Marlene Sidaway, 7 hours 43 minutes. TB 8099.

The Flanagan family was the biggest in the small East End street. Their cosy world was shattered with the outbreak of World War II and the evacuation of children from London. Bereavement and the destruction of her home broke Annie's spirit and Amy had to take over as family provider. TB 8099.

Kennedy, Lena

Lily, my lovely. 1985. Read by Carol Marsh, 16 hours 3 minutes. TB 6077.

Born in Canning Town, the only world that Lily knows is the close-knit East End community. At eighteen she marries George Brown but with the outbreak of the Second World War her cosy world is totally changed. George goes off to fight ... and into Lily's life comes Kasie, a Dutch seaman. Unsuitable for family reading. TB 6077.

Kent, Christobel

Late season. 2004. Read by Karen Cass, 11 hours. TB 14337.

The restored Tuscan farmhouse is the perfect setting for a holiday. As Justine, her friends and their families gather to relax and unwind, she hopes it will be a chance to put the tragic events of the previous year behind them. But before the week is out, the past and present will collide. TB 14337.

La Roche, Mazo de

Morning at Jalna. 1960. Read by George Hagan, 10 hours 19 minutes. TB 8535.

Whiteoaks of Jalna saga; book 2. Sequel to: The building of Jalna, TB 13296. An early story in the Whiteoak family saga, this narrative is set in 1863 during the terrible conflict of the American Civil War. Two Southerners arrive at Jalna but the purpose of their visit is a mystery. TB 8535.

Lee, Maureen

Queen of the Mersey. 2006. Read by Maggie Ollerenshaw, 17 hours 40 minutes. TB 16037.

Liverpool, 1939. The Second World War is about to start when pretty Laura Oliver meets Queenie Todd. Laura is 21 and happily married. At 14, Queenie lacks Laura's confidence, and has been deserted by her good-time mother. The two become friends, but when the air raids begin Queenie is trusted to look after two young children, and the three of them are evacuated to a small town on the coast of Wales. At first it is a haven of peace and quiet. The girls have a wonderful time - and then something happens, so terrifying that it will haunt them for the rest of their lives. TB 16037.

Lee, Maureen

The leaving of Liverpool. 2007. Read by Nerys Hughes, 13 hours 24 minutes. TB 15502.

It is a cold February night in 1925 when two teenage sisters – Mollie and Annemarie Kenny - escape from their home in an Irish village. Their beloved mother has died and the girls have suffered shocking abuse at the hands of their doctor father. Annemarie has been so traumatised she can barely remember her name and Mollie decides they should leave Liverpool and board a ship to New York. There she thinks they will be safe. TB 15502.

Lefebure, Molly

Blitz! 1988. Read by Di Langford, 14 hours 54 minutes. TB 7686.

Four families whose lives are intertwined as the Second World War begins, are all faced with personal conflicts as the home front is threatened and the world torn apart around them. Families are fragmented and love is found, or lost, and the young are forced to look at life through older eyes, defiant and united against the upheaval of war. TB 7686.

Lessing, Doris

The sweetest dream. Read by Carole Boyd, 16 hours 39 minutes. TB 13947.

This story of a family, spanning most of the 20th century, has its fulcrum in the 1960s. The young of that time, breaking free, were seen by some as romantic idealists, but by some as deeply damaged people. Old Julia, the clan's matriarch, knows why. 'You can't have two dreadful wars and then say 'That's it, and now everything will go back to normal.' They're screwed up, our children, they are children of war.' Remarkable women, Julia and Frances, grandmother and mother, fight for 'the kids' from their emotional centre, the kitchen table. They sit around eating, joking, boasting about their shoplifting, debating current ideologies, which take some of them out to the Third World, one to a South African village dying of AIDS. TB 13947.

Ling, Peter

Halfway to heaven. 1994. Read by George Hagan, 26 hours 13 minutes. TB 10237.

Crystal Palace between the wars is the stage for this saga of two families. Daphne and Ted Watkins are happy in their terraced house, but as his career as a comedian progresses he spends less time there. Daphne's mother, living in a nice part of Sydenham, has caused a rift by her disapproval of Ted, but it is the outsider Raymond Duke who supplies the link between them - though not a healing one. Deep human emotions surface in this tale, which culminates in the blaze which destroyed the Crystal Palace. TB 10237.

Ling, Peter

Crown papers. 1989. Read by Judy Franklin, 14 hours 55 minutes. TB 7908.

Minster family series; book 2. Sequel to: Crown house, TB 7691. "Crown Papers" is the story of two families; the fictional Ministers of Crown House, and the Royal Family of Windsor. Scandal threatens, and it seems that the families may be torn apart by public humiliation. As the 1930's draw to a close the storm clouds gather and Crown House alone remains a symbol of lasting peace and endurance in times of turmoil. TB 7908.

Lofts, Norah

Lovers all untrue: a novel. 1970. Read by Stephen Jack, 10 hours 13 minutes. TB 1661.

A story of Victorian family life: Mr Draper, cold and tyrannical, his feckless wife, and their two daughters, Ellen retiring and obedient and Marion always sure that there is something different just around the corner if she only has the courage to look. TB 1661.

Lynch, Sarah-Kate

Eating with the angels. 2004. Read by Jo Crichton, 9 hours 35 minutes. TB 15297.

To Connie, a New York restaurant critic, eating means everything. Her lust for food and romance takes her to Venice where a handsome gondolier awakes a hunger in her. Back home she discovers her husband is gone, her lover is a stranger and her mother is unhappy, again. Is it too late to find the simple things in life and sort out this mess? Contains passages of a sexual nature. TB 15297.

MacDonald, Ann-Marie

Fall on your knees. 1996. Read by Crawford Logan and Jacqueline King, 19 hours 28 minutes. TB 12660.

Set in the first half of the twentieth century, the children of a driven and ambitious father are swept along by the tumult of twentieth century events and of their own desires. This is a story of family relationships, racial strife, miracles, attempted murder, death and love. Contains strong language. TB 12660.

MacKenzie, Rachel

The wine of astonishment. 1974. Read by Marvin Kane, 4 hours 12 minutes. TB 2828.

Left alone for the first time in their lives, the Henderson sisters strive hard to find real happiness. But it eludes them, and they settle for easy comfort and contentment. TB 2828.

McCaffrey, Anne

The Carradyne touch. 1988. Read by Liz Lloyd, 14 hours 1 minute. TB 7475.

A saga of Ireland and the Irish, full of characters and, not least, horses. Cornanagh, the Carradyne family estate, is flourishing, and, under the sternly knowledgeable eye of her father, Michael, 13 year old Catriona is growing in stature as a rider. Behind the easy life an emotional abyss is to open however, as her mother slips over the edge into a shadowy world of fanaticism and madness. TB 7475.

McCullough, Colleen

The ladies of the Missalonghi. 1991. Read by Nigel Graham, 6 hours. TB 7124.

Missy, her widowed mother and crippled aunt live in genteel poverty, victims of the Hurlingford inheritance policy that gives riches to the male members of the family who heartlessly abuse the women they dominate. The Hurlingfords are the ruling family in the tiny town of Byron, nestling in Australia's Blue Mountains. An unexpected blossoming of Missy takes place when a distant cousin, a divorcee, arrives from Sidney... a tale to delight every woman who has wanted to escape. TB 7124.

McNeil, Gil

In the wee small hours. 2006. Read by Candida Gubbins, 10 hours 25 minutes. TB 14948.

Life just keeps getting more complicated for Annie Baker. Her sister Lizzie is pregnant and wants Annie to be her birth partner; her friend Leila's got a new man and is getting heavily into yoga; and Kate from the village has somehow ended up having an affair with her own ex-husband. Charlie, Annie's six-year-old, is now officially pagan, and desperate for his own pet pheasant. As if all that wasn't difficult enough, Mack comes back from New York, just when Annie was beginning to think she might be able to cope without him. TB 14948.

Marchant, Catherine

Miss Martha Mary Crawford. 1976. Read by Patricia Jones, 11 hours 53 minutes. TB 9206.

Miss Martha Mary Crawford acted as unpaid servant to her father and younger sisters and brother. In addition, she had the problem of Aunt Sophie, confined upstairs, living out a fantasy life, occasionally becoming violent. The Crawfords were on the verge of bankruptcy - and when Martha Mary was obliged to take on the entire responsibility for her family, a series of dramatic disasters was set in motion. TB 9206.

Meloy, Maile

A family daughter: a novel. 2006. Read by Laurel Lefkow, 8 hours 47 minutes. TB 14544.

It's 1979, and seven-year-old Abby, the youngest member of the close-knit Santerre family, is trapped indoors with the chicken pox during a heat wave. The events set in motion that summer will span decades and continents, change the Santerres forever. Contains strong language and passages of a sexual nature. TB 14544.

Mendelson, Charlotte

When we were bad. 2008. Read by Sian Thomas, 9 hours 51 minutes. TB 15573.

Claudia Rubin is in her heyday. Wife, mother, rabbi and sometime moral voice of the nation, it is she whom everyone wants to be with at her older son's glorious February wedding. Until Leo becomes a bolter and the heyday of the Rubin family begins to unravel. Contains passages of a sexual nature. TB 15573.

Metalious, Grace

Peyton Place. Read by Tim O'Connor, 15 hours 37 minutes. TB 13819.

This soap-like tale exposes the shocking secrets of 1950s small town America. In the mythical New England town of Peyton Place the curtains twitch as the lives of the town's main families come to light. The town, named after Martin Peyton, is still heavily influenced by the actions of him and his family, the Harringtons. Amongst those most affected are the Mackenzies: Constance and her daughter Allison, the illegitimate result of an affair kept secret by Constance, and the Cross family: Selena and Joey who share a shack with their deranged mother and abusive step-father. The idyll of the town shatters as murder, violence and scandal unfold. Contains strong language and passages of a sexual nature. TB 13819.

Mitchard, Jacquelyn

The breakdown lane. 2006. Read by Lori Dungey and Jim McLarty, 13 hours 35 minutes. TB 15316.

In her weekly newspaper advice column, Julieanne doles out her wisdom to clueless strangers. Her own life is shattered when her husband goes on 'sabbatical' from their marriage. She must cope with her three children and being diagnosed with a serious illness. With the help of family and friends she works her way to a new definition of family. TB 15316.

Moggach, Deborah

Seesaw. 1997. Read by Marie McCarthy, 10 hours 7 minutes. TB 11929.

Seventeen-year-old Hannah Price disappears and a demand is sent to her family for half a million pounds. But the story really unfolds when Hannah comes home and the family disintegrates under the pressures of guilt and poverty, and are forced to confront their true selves. Contains passages of a sexual nature. TB 11929.

Mosco, Maisie

For love and duty. 1990. Read by Maggie Jones, 11 hours 33 minutes. TB 8575.

Family saga in which Bella Minsky sacrifices her Oxford University place to look after her brother and sister and take over the family haberdashery business. TB 8575.

Mosco, Maisie

Scattered seed. 1980. Read by Nina Holloway, 19 hours 32 minutes. TB 7107. Sandberg family series; book 2. Sequel to: Almonds and raisins, TB 7002. With the narrow streets of Strangeways left far behind, the children of Sarah and Abraham have never forgotten the poverty of their childhood although their children have never known the early struggles. But the prosperity that has come with 30 years in their adopted country has brought other problems. The threat of anti-semitism cannot be ignored and the sufferings of relations and friends in Europe are a continual reminder of world events. Even Sarah cannot resist integration ... TB 7107.

Nair, Preethi

One hundred shades of white. 2004. Read by Aileen Gonsalves, 8 hours 57 minutes. TB 14126.

This novel follows the lives of Nalini and her children. Her husband arranges for the whole family to move to London, a far cry from their idyllic life in Bombay in India. But it seems that the children settle in quickly, rejecting the Indian identity that is so important to their mother. When Nalini's husband supposedly dies, she is left to piece their family back together in this strange city and as for earning enough for them to live? The only thing she knows she can do well is cook. TB 14126.

Naish, Nora

The butterfly box. 1994. Read by Diana Bishop, 9 hours 12 minutes. TB 10339.

On the limestone ridge of the Cotswolds stands High House, ready to receive guests to celebrate Lucy Marshall's 80th birthday. During the weekend the lives and loves of the women of the family are gradually revealed: Louise, Lucy's mother, travelling with her small daughter to Calcutta in 1919; Lucy as a young doctor in London during the War, Beena, her daughter, growing up to independence in the sixties; and Joanna, Lucy's beloved granddaughter, who at the end of the weekend is given the silver butterfly box and, with it, the secrets it holds. Contains strong language. TB 10339.

Oldfield, Pamela

The Gooding girl. 1993. Read by Anne White, 24 hours 34 minutes. TB 10125.

She was called the "Gooding Girl" because she resembled her grandmother, but her name was Julia Coulsden, born the day the family fishing boat "Silver Lady" was launched in July 1910. Prosperous and hardworking, the Coulsdens owned a boatyard and fishing business in Rye and Hastings. Against a background of middle class prosperity and social ambition, the story of Julia unfolds. The fears of childhood, dreams of adolescence, unexpected death, unwanted pregnancy, controversial marriages and sudden inheritance are all part of this eventful story. TB 10125.

O'Neill, Gilda

The cockney girl. 1992. Read by Elizabeth Flood, 11 hours 32 minutes. TB 10373.

For Rose Fairleigh, the annual migration from Poplar to the Kentish hopfields is a welcome escape from London's dust and grime. Her only worries are that it will interrupt the romance between her pretty daughter Jess and gentle Jack Barnes, and that her three unruly boys will get up to trouble in her absence. During the "hopping time" Charlie Fairleigh is drawn into life in Limehouse's Chinatown, as henchman to the shadowy Mr Chen. Meanwhile, Jess finds the landowner's son is turning his attentions to her. TB 10373.

Packer, Joy

Leopard in the fold: a novel. 1969. Read by Phyllis Boothroyd, 7 hours 17 minutes. TB 1801.

Storm comes to be known as the Leopard, because of her ruthless ways after her marriage into a wealthy family; set in South Africa and Australia. TB 1801.

Page, Lynda

Annie. 1993. Read by Jacqueline King, 13 hours 32 minutes. TB 12548.

When Charlie Higgins is unfairly dismissed from his job in a Leicester shoe factory his family become crippled by poverty. Refusing to surrender to her husband's misfortunes, Annie manages to keep food on the table and faith in their hearts. Until tragedy strikes again. TB 12548.

Parker, Una-Mary 

The Granville affaire. 2006. Read by Sheila Mitchell, 10 hours 4 minutes. TB 14826. 

Granville family series; book 2. Sequel to: The Granville sisters, TB 14654. When World War 2 is declared, Henry Granville moves his family away from the dangers of bomb-torn London. But even in the safety of Surrey, life at home remains turbulent. TB 14826.
Patchett, Ann

Run. 2008. Read by Jeff Harding, 10 hours 15 minutes. TB 15968.

It is just a few weeks after Christmas, and the unforgiving New England weather has taken a turn for the worse. Doyle has dragged his reluctant sons, Tip and Teddy, to a speech by Jesse Jackson. Though his own political career is over, dealt a fatal blow by a family scandal, Doyle is still fired by Jackson's rhetoric and perplexed by his sons' indifference. The two boys, both adopted, are close enough in age to be taken for twins, but in character they couldn't be more different. Teddy - open, affectionate, the gentle dreamer - thinks he has found his calling in the Catholic Church. The elder by a year, Tip is more serious, reserving his own passionate interest for the warmth of his lab, labelling and categorising fish specimens. When they are involved in a violent accident in the treacherously icy road, the Doyles are forced for the first time to confront certain truths: about how the death of Bernadette, Doyle's beloved wife, has affected the family, and about the anonymous figure, never discussed, who is the boys' real mother. TB 15968.

Peters, Maureen 

Kate Alanna.1994. Read by Marie McCarthy, 4 hours 25 minutes. TB 13309. 

Malone trilogy; book 2. Sequel to: Tansy, TB 12887. The hold of the ship is crammed with Irish people, escaping to Liverpool from the famine that has devastated their land. Among them are the Malone sisters, the gentle, ladylike Kate, and Tansy who has dreams in her eyes and sharpness in her tongue. But the city to which they come teems with new dangers, stinks of corruption and violence, and is menaced by cholera. In the twisting alleys and crowded docks, Tansy fights for survival and a better life for her sister and herself. TB 13309.

Pilcher, Rosamunde

Coming home. 1995. Read by Rowena Cooper, 33 hours 11 minutes. TB 10919.

Judith Dunbar has never really known the security of a settled family life. So when her new friend, Loveday Carey-Lewis, invites her home for the weekend, she is thrilled. With her first glimpse of the Carey-Lewises' beautiful Cornish estate, it is love at first sight. She falls in love, too, with the family and their friends - who help her grow into a confident young woman. But the gathering storm of war extinguishes much of the carefree laughter, and Judith herself has far to go before at last coming home. Contains strong language. TB 10919.

Plain, Belva

Treasures. 1992. Read by Denica Fairman, 14 hours 46 minutes. TB 10769.

Lara wanted a child and for the family to stay together. Connie wanted to get away from the small Ohio town to Texas. For Eddy, New York, wealth and influence beckoned. The day of Peg Osborne's funeral was a turning point in the lives of all three of her children. However, dreams can turn sour and ambition mislead. Tragedy, heartache and disgrace are in store before the family become one again and each discovers life's true treasures. TB 10769.

Purcell, Deirdre

Children of eve. 2005. Read by Caroline Lennon, 15 hours 26 minutes. TB 14536.

Eve Moraghan broke one of the great taboos when she abandoned her children as toddlers. Now adults, Arabella, Willow and Rowan have heard nothing of their mother since the day she walked out the door, headed no one knows where. But now, it seems, they're about to find out. Their mother's been in an accident and she's sent word that she wants to see her children. The first reaction is to tell her to forget it. Yet somehow they each find themselves on that plane, making the journey that will tell them what their past was all about - and open new doors into the future. TB 14536.

Rayner, Claire

Maddie. 1988. Read by Judy Franklin, 13 hours 45 minutes. TB 7278.

It is New Year's Eve 1948, and Maddie Braham's birthday party. She sees Jay Kincaid, a handsome American in London on business, and immediately falls wildly in love with him. Spoiled from childhood, what Maddie wants she gets, but the price of obsession is high - and not always paid by the obsessed. TB 7278.

Rhodes, Elvi

Portrait of Chloe. Read by Anne Dover, 12 hours 59 minutes. TB 12587.

She was born plain Dora, in a bleak northern town. But from the moment she first walked, she went after what she wanted, and got it. At 18, she renamed herself Chloe and pursued freedom and a new life. However, her new circumstances brought with them difficulties which she could not have foretold. TB 12587.

Runcie, James

Canvey Island. 2006. Read by David Thorpe and Rachel Arkins, 8 hours 15 minutes. TB 14636.

It is 1953 in Canvey Island. Len and Auntie Vi are dancing, he in polished shoes and slicked hair, she in fur stole and long gloves. Uncle George sits and watches but his mind is elsewhere, still fighting a war that has been over for almost a decade. Back at home, Len's wife Lily and their small son Martin are fighting for their lives, waist deep in a raging black torrent. Lily's foot is stuck, but she begs her son to leave her and try to get help. The sight of his mother, ghostly in her drenched nightdress, is his last glimpse of her alive. In the years after the flood Len turns to Vi for comfort and as Martin grows older he feels estranged from them both. This tells the story of changing times in post war Britain through one family's tragedy and loss. Contains strong language. TB 14636.

Scanlan, Patricia

Francesca's party. 2001. Read by Trudy Harris, 15 hours 17 minutes. TB 14440.

After years of being the perfect wife and mother, Francesca Kirwan finds her life changed irrevocably one dismal autumn morning when her husband, Mark, forgets his mobile phone. In ten minutes her comfortable, safe existence is shattered. Francesca decides to get a life, but first she must deal with razor-sharp international banker Nikki Langan. Super-babe is ten years younger and two stone lighter than Francesca.  Sculpted, toned and dressed to kill, Nikki wants it all and she doesn't intend to let anyone, least of all Francesca, stand in her way. But youth and beauty aren't everything, and Francesca proves a far tougher adversary than she anticipated. TB 14440.

Spring, Howard

These lovers fled away: a novel. 1955. Read by Stephen Jack, 23 hours 28 minutes. TB 2040.

The story of an English family from Queen Victoria's reign to the end of the Second World War. TB 2040.

Staples, Mary Jane

Tomorrow is another day. 2000. Read by Penelope Freeman, 10 hours 29 minutes. TB 12425.

In the autumn of 1941 Sammy Adams found a sad and lonely little Phoebe wandering the bomb-scarred streets of London. A series of tragic domestic events had left the child deserted and bewildered, and Sammy and his wife Susie took her into their home and into their hearts. It reminded the family of how Boots and Emily had taken care of young Rosie all those years ago, but for Sammy and Susie there were many difficulties to be overcome to secure Phoebe's future. TB 12425.

Steel, Danielle

The wedding. 2000. Read by Liza Ross, 14 hours 42 minutes. TB 12473.

Simon and Blaire are a couple who have defied the Hollywood cliches, keeping their marriage together for decades. Their daughter, Allegra, an attorney for the stars - a career which consumes much of her energy – has little time for her own life, until she finds herself planning her own wedding. TB 12473.

Stevenson, D E 

Sarah's cottage. 1968. Read by Carol Marsh, 13 hours. TB 2076. 

Sarah Morris series; book 2. Sequel to: Sarah Morris remembers, TB 726. The story of Sarah and Charles, now married, and the influence on them of Sarah's niece Frederica. TB 2076.

Stirling, Jessica

The hiring fair. 1978. Read by Joe Dunlop, 17 hours 43 minutes. TB 9043.

Stalker family series; book 2. Sequel to: The spoiled earth, TB2538. Here is the second part of the saga of the Stalkers, a family determined to survive. In the town of Blacklaw, the mine-owner Houston Lamont squeezes the last ounce of profit from his pitmen, until the coalfields erupt in violent and bloody riot. With her father and two brothers dead Mirrin, the restless fire-brand of the family, takes to the road. TB 9043.

Stirling, Jessica

The captive heart. 2005. Read by Kara Wilson, 13 hours 51 minutes. TB 15322.

World War I ended well for the Franklins, prosperous Clydeside shipbuilders. But trouble is brewing behind their respectable facade. Maeve McCulloch has arrived from Ireland, to the dismay of her aunt Lindsay. Maeve's mother caused nothing but grief and heartache for Lindsay and it seems that Maeve may do the same. Meanwhile, Lindsay's husband has been swept off his feet by wealthy, manipulative Stella Pickering. And Lindsay herself is torn when handsome navy hero Geoffrey Paget unexpectedly walks back into her life. Then the slump of the 1920s begins to bite in Glasgow and troubles both financial and personal invade all their lives. TB 15322.

Street, Pamela

The stepsisters. 1982. Read by John Richmond, 5 hours 29 minutes. TB 4289.

The story of a lifelong conflict between two very different stepsisters, representing (almost) the forces of good and evil. It portrays with chilling clarity the effect of a destructive personality within the family as the death of their grandfather brings to a head the problems latent between two middle aged women. TB 4289.

Sutherland, Titia

A friend of the family. 2001. Read by Carole Boyd, 7 hours 33 minutes. TB 14033.

Kate Prothero is thirty-seven, has a son and is separated from her husband, Matt. It is a trial separation which isn't really working – she still loves Matt and is lonely. If it wasn't for Roly, a friend of the family, things would be much worse. He makes himself the platonic mainstay of her life - at least Kate thinks so. But the friendship changes as Roly reveals his love for Kate. As her emotional life begins to resolve itself, Roly's mental state disintegrates into an obsessive near-hate for the woman he loves. TB 14033.

Thayer, Nancy

Morning. 1988. Read by Liza Ross, 10 hours 16 minutes. TB 7720.

Sara has a creative streak, working as an editor in a publishing house until she moves with her husband to the country to start a family. But the months go by and she does not conceive. Instead she becomes obsessed with a creative life of a different kind - the autobiography-in-fiction of Fanny Anderson, an elderly, beautiful and terrifying recluse with a mysterious past. Unsuitable for family reading. TB 7720.

Thomas, Rosie

Iris and Ruby. 2006. Read by Frances Edmond, 16 hours 11 minutes. TB 16095.

Stiflingly quiet and claustrophobic, Iris's house in old Cairo is disturbed by the unexpected arrival of her troubled and wilful granddaughter, Ruby. Teenage Ruby has run away from her family in England to seek solace with the grandmother she hasn't seen for many years. An unlikely bond is formed as the two open themselves up to one another. In exploring Iris's past the women are lead into terrible danger. Contains strong language. TB 16095.

Thomas, Rosie

Constance. 2008. Read by Eva Haddon, 15 hours 55 minutes. TB 15898.

Connie Thorne was a foundling, a child left by her mother for strangers to find. Forty years on, without ever being able to discover her true identity, she has put all her energy into creating a flawless shell for herself. As a child, she was musical, her sister Jeanette was deaf. One of them was dark, the other sunny. Yet they both fell in love with the same man. Contains strong language. TB 15898.

Thompson, E V

Ben Retallick. 1982. Read by Jon Cartwright, 13 hours 34 minutes. TB 7180.

Retallick family series; book 1. Ben, Josh's father and Jesse set the scene for the continuation of the thoroughly interesting Retallick saga. Set in Cornwall in the 1820s. TB 7180.

Thompson, Grace

The changing valley. 1990. Read by Richard Derrington, 14 hours 18 minutes. TB 10525.

The small South Wales village of Hen Carw Parc has long remained a haven of rural peace, but times are changing. The younger inhabitants have caught tantalising glimpses of life beyond their quiet valley. But despite the trauma of change, the life of the village continues, fuelled by its cockney doyenne, Nelly. TB 10525.

Thompson, Kate

Great house. 1955. Read by Phyllis Boothroyd, 9 hours 33 minutes. TB 2321.

Amid the beautiful countryside surrounding Great House in Cape Province, South Africa, the Derain family love and die, marry, dance, fight and entertain. TB 2321.

Thorne, Nicola

A family affair. 2001. Read by Liz Holliss, 10 hours 50 minutes. TB 13424.

Sam and Barbara have that rare thing: an amicable divorce. And even though Sam has married again, to a bright, sexy, and ambitious banker called Frankie, he and Barbara are bound together by their past history and their children. When Frankie becomes pregnant, Sam's feelings are ambivalent: he hasn't bargained on a second family. Out of habit he turns to Barbara - which doesn't exactly please Frankie. Torn between two powerful personalities, perhaps it's hardly surprising that Sam now feels the need for a less demanding woman. TB 13424.

Toews, Miriam

A complicated kindness. 2005. Read by Laurel Lefkow, 7 hours 35 minutes. TB 14715.

Nomi Nickel lives with her father, Ray, in East Village, a small Mennonite town in Manitoba. She dreams of escaping to the big city, but since her mother and sister left home, it's hard to imagine leaving her father behind. As she begins to piece together the story behind her mother's disappearance, she finds herself on a direct collision course with the town's minister. With fierce originality and brilliance, Miriam

Toews takes us straight to the centre of Nomi's world and the complicated kindness at the heart of family life. TB 14715.

Trollope, Anthony

The warden. 1855. Read by Eric Gillett, 7 hours 45 minutes. TB 919.

The Barsetshire chronicles; book 1. This book centres on Reverend Harding and his youngest daughter Eleanor. With humour and satire, it tells of the moral dilemma he faces when accused of living on the funds that should be distributed to the almshouse for which he is warden. One of his chief critics is John Bold, with whom Eleanor is in love. Harding wants to act courageously but in a way which will not alienate Eleanor or her lover. TB 919.

Trollope, Joanna

Girl from the south. 2002. Read by Lorelei King, 9 hours 17 minutes. TB 15103.

Set partly in London and partly in America, this story follows the fortunes of a small group of the young and the single - the children of sixties swingers. The men can't commit, the girls can't reconcile independence and maternity, the rules seem to be vanishing. TB 15103.

Trollope, Joanna

Other people's children. 1998. Read by Helen Parkinson, 9 hours 42 minutes. TB 11445.

This novel explores the stepfamily and the relationships it brings. We meet women representing every aspect of motherhood - Nadine, the 'natural' mother; Josie the stepmother; Elizabeth the would-be stepmother. We meet men dealing with the complexities of modern fatherhood - Matthew who must live with another man's son instead of his own children; Tom, torn between his own desires and his daughter. And we meet the children, all battling to find a place for themselves in this new order they haven't chosen. Contains strong language. TB 11445.

Tuke, Diana R

Ravensworth. 2000. Read by Stephannie Beattie, 5 hours. TB 13185.

Ravensworth tells of one family's varied fortunes through four generations, and of Ravensworth Towers, the Cotswold country estate that is their home. TB 13185.

Tulloch, Jonathan

The lottery. 2003. Read by Tim Bruce, 12 hours 27 minutes. TB 14295.

When Audrey and Ronny win the National Lottery their troubles seem to be over. Long outstanding bills can be met, the loan shark paid off, and their cleaning and cowboy-builder jobs gleefully ditched. But for Audrey, matriarch of the Gateshead tower blocks, and Ronny the flamboyant dreamer, the winning ticket brings with it many other unforeseen changes. Contains strong language and violence. TB 14295.

Turk, Frances 

The rectory at Hay. 1966. Read by Anthony Parker, 7 hours 9 minutes. TB 1593.

The story of Eustace and his family from the day he takes over the rectory at Hay as its first curate. TB 1593.

Tyler, Anne

Dinner at the homesick restaurant. 1982. Read by Maxine Howe, 9 hours 40 minutes. TB 5067.

Pearl Tull, now in her eighties and blind, listens as her favourite son, Ezra, reads from her diaries kept over the last thirty five years. As the reminiscences unfold one is aware of the changing relationships between the feuding members of the family: The eldest son Cody who is lured by power and money, her paediatrician daughter Jenny, and the fatalistic Ezra who is the envy of Cody and the butt of his cruel practical jokes. TB 5067.

Vincenzi, Penny 

Something dangerous. Read by Norma West, 33 hours 15 minutes. TB 13200. 

Lytton dynasty; book 2. Sequel to: No angel, TB 12680. Celia Lytton broke all the rules when she demanded a job in her husband Oliver's new publishing company. This was Edwardian England, when women of her class were expected to look lovely and bear children. With the help of her sister-in-law Celia proved she could do both. Now the company is flourishing, and a new generation of Lyttons is growing up to inherit it. But the future looks dark, as the glamour of the Twenties passes, the shadow of war lengthens and threatens the happiness and lives of the family. TB 13200.

Waterman, Ray

A family of shopkeepers: a novel. 1973. Read by Robert Gladwell, 11 hours 24 minutes. TB 2348.

The story of Jacob and Ada, Jews who came to Stepney from Poland around the turn of the century, of their shop, their lives, their friends and their relatives. TB 2348.

Whitney, Phyllis A

Woman without a past. 1991. Read by Laura Brook, 9 hours 3 minutes. TB 9247.

Successful New York mystery novelist Molly Hunt, raised by adoptive parents, is stunned to learn that she is the kidnapped twin daughter of an aristocratic Southern family. In Charleston she meets her emotionally imbalanced mother, her needful twin sister, her stern uncle and her enigmatic aunt. As she questions the tragedy of her father's death, she discovers a few secrets which could plunge her into grave danger. TB 9247.

Widdecombe, Ann

The clematis tree. 2000. Read by Carole Boyd, 10 hours 7 minutes. TB 12525.

During a party to celebrate their daughter's baptism, Mark and Claire's son is knocked over outside their house. He survives, but is left unable to communicate or do anything for himself, putting an incredible strain on Mark and Claire's marriage. Will their relationship survive? TB 12525.

Williams, Dee

After the dance. 2007. Read by Kim Hicks, 8 hours 6 minutes. TB 15604.

It's late 1935 and Sue Carver is living happily with her parents in Rotherhithe, working in the office of wealthy local car dealer Fred Hunt. Pretty and vivacious, Sue has many admirers, including her best friend Jane's brother, Ron. But Sue's main love is dancing. She and Jane are always to be found at the local dance hall, and when on memorable night the band brings in a new singer, Cy Taylor, Sue can't help falling for him. Contains passages of a sexual nature. TB 15604.

Wilson, A N

Gentlemen in England: a vision. 1985. Read by Michael Tudor Barnes, 14 hours 2 minutes. TB 7327.

The three members of the Nettleship family, pretty young Maudie, her wistful mother Charlotte, and her beloved brother Lionel, have not yet lost their illusions; they expect a wonderful ending to their story. This may be Horace's fault, and could all have been avoided if Marvo Chatterway, the flamboyant and interfering 'friend of the family' had stayed out of it, but, people like Marvo never can. An ironic, but affectionate, look at family life. TB 7327.

Wood, Barbara

Green city in the sun. 1988. Read by John Atterbury, 30 hours 23 minutes. TB 7465.

Set against the background of the birth of modern Kenya, this is the story of the struggle between two powerful families, one black and one white, which spans four generations. It is a story of passion and betrayal, laughter and despair, arrogance and humility, and ultimately of hope. TB 7465.

Wood, Henry

The Channings. 1862. Read by George Hagan, 22 hours 53 minutes. TB 1192.

The chronicle of an engaging family for whom honesty and loyalty are all-important. TB 1192.

Woodward, Gerard

I'll go to bed at noon. 2004. Read by Steve Hodson, 17 hours 26 minutes. TB 13888.

It is 1970 in the suburbs of north London and, from the untidy comfort of her crowded house, Colette Jones is watching her older brother go to pieces in a cold, modern cul-de-sac up the road. Childless, recently widowed, he is drinking himself into oblivion on home-made wine, and then brewing up shoe polish when the tomato sherry runs out. Colette knows the solace a drink can provide, being partial to an evening at the Red Lion and a few 'Gold Labels' herself. But soon she finds she cannot afford to ignore the destructive effect that alcohol is having on her family. Contains strong language. TB 13888.
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