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Entertainment 

Attenborough, Richard 
Entirely up to you, darling. 2009. Read by Ian Redford and Diana Bishop, 12 hours 38 minutes. TB 16936.

Richard Attenborough and Diana Hawkins have been friends and colleagues for nearly 50 years. They have now teamed up to write this frank and funny account of their unlikely partnership and his extraordinary life. Together, they have travelled the world, meeting people and making films. Prompted by his adventures in the movie business, Attenborough reflects on the highs and lows of a long life, both in and out of the public gaze. He writes revealingly of his passion for football and politics, of his avuncular relationship with Princess Diana and finally about the tsunami tragedy which engulfed his family in December 2004. Contains strong language. TB 16936. 
Barker, Ronnie 
Dancing in the moonlight: early years on the stage. 1993. Read by Ronald  Markham, 5 hours 27 minutes. TB 10232.

When nineteen year old Ronnie Barker threw up his steady job in an Oxford bank to act in a tatty Aylesbury theatre, he knew he was where he belonged. Here he tells the droll, wickedly candid story of his years in repertory, in the days before television, when every rep company had its regulars and posters for a new play went up every week. It was a golden age and, for him, a time of ladies loved and lost, lines forgotten, cues missed and ad-libs applauded. TB 10232. 
Bellingham, Lynda 

Lost and found: my story. 2010. Read by Sherry Baines, 12 hours 48 minutes. TB 17629. 

Lynda Bellingham is much-loved as the warm, open and quick-witted panellist on "Loose Women" as well as for her appearances in "Strictly Come Dancing" and "Calendar Girls". Her rich acting career spans 40 years, with highlights including her roles as Helen Herriot in "All Things Great and Small" and Faith Grayshott in "Second Thoughts" and of course her many years as  the 'Oxo Mum'. Contains strong language. TB 17629. 
Black, Cilla

What's it all about?. 2004. Read by Eunice Roberts, 16 hours 20 minutes. TB 17390.

Since debuting on the showbiz circuit in 1963, Cilla Black has released 14 studio albums, in addition to two successful greatest hit packages and 37 singles. She has also starred in such shows as "Surprise, Surprise" and "Blind Date". This book relates the story of her life. TB 17390.

Brand, Jo 

Look back in hunger: the autobiography. 2009. Read by Felicity Duncan, 7 hours 2 minutes. TB 16939.

Raised in middle class comfort, she left home in her teens to live with someone entirely inappropriate. Her parents were aghast at her behaviour and attempted to rein in her excesses, finally giving up when she demonstrated that she was not headed for the life of a nun. From her early years growing up in a small south coast town with two brothers who toughened her up, to emerging on stage as 'The Sea Monster', Jo Brand tells it like it is. TB 16939.

Brand, Russell 

My booky wook. 2007. Read by David Thorpe, 9 hours 43 minutes. TB 16063.

In 2006 Russell Brand exploded onto the international comedy scene. Before the fame, however, Russell's life was anything but glamorous. His father left when he was three months old, he was bulimic at age 12 and he began drinking heavily and taking drugs by age 16. He regularly visited prostitutes in Soho, began cutting himself, took drugs on stage during his stand-up shows, and even set himself on fire while on crack cocaine. In 2003 Russell was told that he would be in prison, a mental hospital, or dead within six months unless he went into rehab. He has now been clean for three years, and hasn't looked back since. This is Russell's amazing story. Contains strong language and passages of a sexual nature. TB 16063.

Caine, Michael 
What's it all about? 1992. Read by Michael McStay, 17 hours 11 minutes. TB 9666.

Born in poverty in the East End, Michael Caine is the most important, versatile and best loved film actor Britain has produced. With an unlikely combination of dead pan humour, heavy lidded eyes, and a cockney accent, he became a movie legend, and here he talks about his childhood, his family, and his hard fought journey from London to Hollywood with astonishing candour. Contains strong language. TB 9666.

Collingwood, Charles

Brian and me: an autobiography. 2009. Read by Alison Maloney, 8 hours 28 minutes. TB 17533.

Actor, wit and bonviveur Charles Collingwood began his acting career after studying at RADA by working as an actor in rep theatre. In the mid-1970s he met Judy, who was already playing Shula in "The Archers", and the rest is history. Aside from his most famous alter-ego however, Charles has also appeared in television shows, from "Inspector Morse" and "Midsomer Murders" to Roger Roger and Noel Edmunds' "Telly Addicts", and has  guested on several radio shows, including "Just a Minute" and "Quote Unquote". Contains strong language. TB 17533.

Curtis, Tony 

American prince. 2009. Read by William Roberts and Regina Reagan, 11 hours 10 minutes. TB 17578.

He has appeared in over a hundred films. Elvis copied his looks. The Beatles put him on the cover of Sgt. Pepper. Tony Curtis is without question a Hollywood legend and part of its Golden Age. In "American Prince" he tells the whole story, from his hard-knock childhood growing up in the Bronx to his wild days as a Hollywood playboy, his destructive drug addiction and his life now as an artist in his eighties. Contains strong language. TB 17578.

Fisher, John 

Tony Hancock: the definitive biography. 2009. Read by Bob Rollett, 27 hours 42 minutes. TB 16760.

Tony Hancock was one of post-war Britain's most popular comedians and was known particularly for his radio show 'Hancock's Half Hour'. The show was commissioned for TV, showcasing his talent for hilarious facial expression, and he became the first British comedian to earn a thousand pounds a week. His private life was wracked by his ever increasing alcoholism and bouts of depression, and his relationships shattered by his capacity for violence. His ratings fell and, after divorcing his second wife, he committed suicide in an Australian hotel room in 1968. Contains strong language. TB 16760.

Fisher, John 

Tommy Cooper: always leave them laughing. 2007. Read by Ian Redford, 15 hours 2 minutes. TB 16428.

More than just a comedian, Tommy Cooper was a born entertainer. Working in a golden age of British comedy, Cooper stood - literally - head and  shoulders above the crowd, and had a magical talent for humour that defied description. Frank and revealing, this fully authorised biography by Tommy's friend and colleague, acclaimed TV producer, John Fisher, is the first ever intimate portrait of Britain's best-loved, but little known, entertainer. Contains strong language. TB 16428.

Grant, Richard E 
With nails: the film diaries of Richard E Grant. 1997. Read by Daniel Philpott, 11 hours 13 minutes. TB 11307.

Richard E. Grant came to London in 1982, and began his film career in a television satire before being cast in many more films. These diaries of his recent years in the movies give an insight into Hollywood film-making as well as a vivid psychological insight into one actor's complete experience of a film. Ten of his films are included. Contains strong language. TB 11307.

Hepburn, Katharine 
Me: stories of my life. 1991. Read by Helen Horton, 11 hours 7 minutes. TB 9029.

Here is a record of two personalities: the performing personality, referred to as "The creature", and Katherine Hepburn's true self. Her humour, intelligence and the inimitable cadences of her voice, translate with extraordinary vividness to make a funny, moving, provocative and unforgettable book. TB 9029.

Jenkins, Graham
Richard Burton, my brother. 1988. Read by Michael McStay, 9 hours 46 minutes. TB 8111.

In this intimate biography of one of the most remarkable actors of our age, Richard Burton's younger brother, Graham Jenkins, tells of Burton's deep-rooted insecurities and the conflict of values which made him veer from high achievement to humiliating failure and, ultimately, plunge into alcoholism. He conveys Burton's extraordinary charisma, and writes movingly about his love and generosity towards his family. TB 8111.

Leaming, Barbara 
Marilyn Monroe. 1998. Read by Liza Ross, 19 hours 20 minutes. TB 13402.

A biography of Marilyn Monroe which uses newly discovered primary sources as well as interviews with Arthur Miller, Anna Freud, Yves Montand and Monroe's psychiatrist. Contains strong language. TB 13402.

Moore, Roger 

My word is my bond. 2009. Read by Mark Elstob, 14 hours 8 minutes. TB 16792.

Roger Moore has had an extraordinary career that has spanned seven decades, from early television to the golden age of Hollywood and on to international superstardom. Roger shares his recollections of playing some of the world's most famous roles alongside a host of legendary stars. It features myriad stories from his personal life - from his childhood in London and experiences during the Second World War, to the happy and turbulent times in his later life. Contains strong language. TB 16792.

Oddie, Bill 

One flew into the cuckoo's egg: my autobiography. 2008. Read by Kevin Fuller, 9 hours 29 minutes. TB 17735.

Whose first records were produced by George Martin, and who had two singles banned by the BBC? Who earned rare reviews on Broadway for his dancing? Who rode on the back seat of the Goodies tandem? Who has been called Britain's best-known birdwatcher? Who had his first clinical depression in his 60th year, and has only just discovered why? Who has written an autobiography that is as witty, candid and unconventional as the man himself? The answer to all of the above is Bill Oddie. Contains strong language. TB 17735.

O'Grady, Paul 

At my mother's knee... and other low joints. 2008. Read by Peter Kenny, 9 hours 40 minutes. TB 16325.

Paul O'Grady tells story of his early life in Irish Catholic Birkenhead that started him on the long and winding road from mischievous altar boy to national treasure. It is a brilliantly evoked, hilarious and often moving tale of gossip in the back yard, bragging in the corner shop and slanging matches on the front doorstep, populated by larger-than-life characters with hearts of gold and tongues as sharp as razors. Contains strong language. TB 16325.

Parkinson, Michael

Parky: my autobiography. 2008. Read by Ian Redford, 10 hours 32 minutes. TB 16334.

From prize-winning journalist to chat show king on a show voted one of the top ten British TV programmes of all time, Michael Parkinson's career spans over four decades. Now an international celebrity himself, the man from a humble but colourful Yorkshire mining family who can tease out the secrets of even the most reticent star guest, at last reveals his own story. His distinguished career has involved working on highly acclaimed current affairs and film programmes. His wide interests and expertise include jazz, film, football and cricket. Contains strong language. TB 16334.

Ramsay, Gordon 

Humble pie. 2007. Read by Greg Wagland, 6 hours 50 minutes. TB 16219.

Gordon Ramsay became the world's most famous and infamous chef. This autobiography talks about his difficult childhood - his father's alcoholism and violence; his brother's heroin addiction; his failed first career as a footballer; his working relationship (and subsequent feud) with Marco Pierre White; and his kitchen life. Contains strong language. TB 16219.

Walker, Johnnie

The autobiography. 2008. Read by Robin Houston and Jacqueline King, 13 hours 41 minutes. TB 16157.

Young Johnnie Walker was obsessed with music and loved to share that passion. So it wasn't long after he'd started DJing in dance halls and pubs around his Solihull home that he got his big break: he talked his way into a slot with newly founded private station Radio England - and launched his incredible career. Here, he tells of forty years at the heart of British  Broadcasting, stints that involved working on the legendary Radio Caroline, BBC Radio 1 and BBC Radio 2; of the stars and musicians he's met and worked with; of how he won the hearts of his listeners and of his devotion to pioneering new music. Johnnie also speaks candidly about the personal challenges he's faced: divorce, exile and his very public struggles with drug addiction and cancer. Contains strong language. TB 16157.

Walters, Julie 

That's another story: the autobiography. 2009. Read by Rachel Atkins, 9 hours 35 minutes. TB 16869.

Julie Walters has been described as the nation's most popular actress and comedienne. Now she tells us her own story, in her own words. She was born in fifties Birmingham and was sent to school in a convent. From a young age she wanted to be an actress but to appease her mother she first went into nursing, before joining the Everyman Theatre in Liverpool. West End success followed, and she quickly replicated her success on film, earning an Academy Award nomination for her role opposite Michael Caine in Educating Rita. The winner of countless awards, Julie has continued to be in some of Britain's best film and TV dramas and was awarded a CBE for her services to the theatre. Contains strong language. TB 16869.

Williams, Kenneth 
The Kenneth Williams letters. 1994. Read by Ronald Markham, 13 hours 2 minutes. TB 10075.

This is a selection of the letters of Kenneth Williams to all manner of people including Alec Guiness, Maggie Smith, Joe Orton, Richard Burton and Elizabeth Taylor, and the stokers' Mess of HMS Leverton. Letters called forth the performer in Williams: many of those collected here are virtual comic monologues, and suggest the likeable and constructive side of a man who, nevertheless, remains as outrageous and 'difficult' as ever. Above all, the letters round the picture of Kenneth William's unique and troubled personality. TB 10075.

Authors and journalists  

Ackroyd, Peter 
T S Eliot. 1984. Read by Robert Gladwell, 17 hours 4 minutes. TB 5924.

The image that T.S. Eliot presented to the outside world was that of a successful public man - a unique poet, an established speaker and an important publisher. Behind the mask, however, was a secret, enigmatic man who remained something of a mystery even to his closest friends. This is a detailed portrait of a very private man. TB 5924.

Athill, Diana 

Somewhere towards the end. 2009. Read by Nicolette McKenzie, 4 hours 38 minutes. TB 16483.

Diana Athill made her reputation as a writer with the candour of her memoirs, now aged ninety, and freed from any inhibitions that even she may once have had, she reflects frankly on the losses and occasionally the gains that old age brings, and on the wisdom and fortitude required to face death. This is a lively narrative of events, lovers and friendships: the people and experiences that have taught her to regret very little, to resist despondency and to question the beliefs and customs of her own generation. Contains strong language. TB 16483.

Auger, Michel 
The biker who shot me: recollections of a crime reporter. 2001. Read by Phil Taylor, 8 hours 30 minutes. TB 17441.

As a journalist, Auger has observed and reported upon the growth of the biker gangs and their increasing involvement in organized crime. He has written a number of articles that exposed the Hells Angels' links to the Mafia; articles that he knows enraged the bikers enough to have him killed. This is an account of his life as a crime reporter, with particular attention to his brush with death when he was shot in the back six times with a pistol equipped with a silencer, and the events that followed. Contains passages of violence. TB 17441.

Barber, Lynn 

An education. 2009. Read by Jane Goddard, 5 hours 40 minutes. TB 17541.

When the journalist Lynn Barber was 16, she was picked up at a bus-stop by an attractive older man who drew up in his sports car - and her life was almost wrecked. A bright confident girl, on course to go to Oxford, she began a relationship which, incredibly, was encouraged by her conventional, suburban parents and which took her into the louche, semi-criminal world of west London just as the 1960s began. Ruin beckoned, until one day she made an important discovery. Contains strong language. TB 17541.

Beauman, Nicola
Morgan: a biography of E M Forster. 1993. Read by Gretel Davis, 20 hours 27 minutes. TB 9819.

Morgan Forster is considered one of England's greatest novelists. This is a sympathetic attempt to unravel the connections between his novels and his life, exploring his lifelong obsession with houses, families and traditions, the tentacle grasp of his widowed mother and the sexual and emotional frustration because of his homosexuality. We also learn that "Maurice", his posthumously published novel, was based on real people and events. Interweaving biographic insight with a deep understanding of the novels, the result is intuitive and original. Contains passages of a sexual nature. TB 9819.

Bryson, Bill 

Shakespeare: the world as a stage. 2009. Read by William Roberts, 6 hours 18 minutes. TB 16940. 

Eminent lives. Shakespeare's life, despite the scrutiny of generations of biographers and scholars, is still a thicket of myths and traditions, some preposterous, some conflicting, arranged around the few scant facts known about the Bard - from his birth in Stratford to the bequest of his second best bed to his wife when he died. Bill Bryson has written a short biography of William Shakespeare for the Eminent Lives series - which seeks to pair great subjects with writers known for their strong sensibilities and sharp, lively points of view. TB 16940. 
Burgess, Anthony 
Flame into being: the life and works of D H Lawrence. 1985. Read by Patrick Romer, 10 hours 1 minute. TB 6342.

Anthony Burgess's study attempts to convey the greatness of D H Lawrence as manifested in his novels, short stories, essays and poems. And, as it is difficult to separate the man from the writer, Burgess recounts Lawrence's turbulent short life - a life that took him from a miner's cottage in Eastwood, Nottinghamshire to Germany, Italy, Ceylon, Australia and Mexico. TB 6342.

Fraser, Antonia 

Must you go?: my life with Harold Pinter. 2010. Read by Veronkika Hyks, 12 hours 5 minutes. TB 17424.

This book is based partly on Antonia Fraser's own diaries. Antonia Fraser has also used her own recollections, both immediate reactions and memories. She has quoted Pinter where he told her things about his past, once again noting the source, and has occasionally quoted his friends talking to her on the same subject. Harold Pinter and Antonia Fraser lived together from August 1975 until his death thirty-three years later on Christmas Eve 2008. Contains strong language. TB 17424.

Grass, Gunter 

Peeling the onion. 2008. Read by Benedick Blythe, 14 hours 11 minutes. TB 16645.

This is an account of Grass's modest upbringing in Danzig, his time as a boy soldier fighting the Russians and the writing of his masterpiece, The Tin Drum, in Paris. Contains strong language. TB 16645.

Hastings, Selina

The secret lives of Somerset Maugham. 2009. Read by Joanna Mackie, 29 hours 36 minutes. TB 17176.

For nearly sixty years Somerset Maugham was one of the most famous writers in the world. An enormously successful playwright and the author of over a hundred short stories and twenty-one novels, Maugham early became an expert at concealment. Predominantly homosexual, he made a disastrous marriage to Syrie Wellcome, although deeply in love with the charming but dissolute Gerald Haxton. A talented linguist, during both world wars Maugham worked for British Intelligence. Outwardly his life was richly rewarding, but privately he suffered anguish from an unrequited love affair and a shocking final betrayal. Contains strong language. TB 17176.

Holmes, Richard 
Coleridge: early visions. 1998. Read by Crawford Logan, 17 hours 9 minutes. TB 11835.

The author, Richard Holmes' intention is to draw the reader into the labyrinthine complications of his subject's personality and literary power, until we are left facing profound questions about the nature of creativity, the relations between sexuality and friendship, the shifting grounds of political and religious belief, and the limits of self-knowledge - and biographic knowledge itself. TB 11835.

Lindsay, Gillian 
Flora Thompson: the story of the lark rise writer. 1990. Read by Patricia Hughes, 7 hours 15 minutes. TB 9027.

The first full biography of Flora Thompson. Based on an earlier biographical essay and on interviews with the few people who remember her, this is the story of the shy, intelligent girl who loved reading and the countryside. With descriptions of family life and wartime struggles, the book gives a fascinating portrait of the author who was a pioneer of the conservationist movement. TB 9027.

Marr, Andrew 

My trade: a short history of British journalism. 2005. Read by Gordon Griffin, 19 hours 13 minutes. TB 16112.

How do you decide what is a 'story' and what isn't? What does a newspaper editor actually do all day? How do hacks get their scoops? How do the TV stations choose their news bulletins? How do you persuade people to say those awful, embarrassing things? Who earns what? How do journalists manage to look in the mirror after the way they sometimes behave? The purpose of this insider's account is to provide an answer to all these questions and more. Andrew Marr's book is a guide to those of us who read newspapers, or who listen to and watch news bulletins but want to know more. Andrew Marr tells the story of modern journalism through his own experience. Contains strong language. TB 16112.

McCarthy, John 
Some other rainbow. 1993. Read by Christopher Scott and Joan Walker, 22 hours 12 minutes. TB 10360.

In April 1988, British television journalist John McCarthy was kidnapped in Beirut, and he was to remain a hostage for the next five years. During that time he was cut off from his family, friends and from Jill Morrell, the girl he was going to marry. For her, John's captivity was a different kind of hell. This is their story, a remarkable picture of courage, hope and love. TB 10360.

Munro, Sheila 

Lives of mothers & daughters: growing up with Alice Munro. 2001. Read by Sondra Bolton, 7 hours 22 minutes. TB 17430.

An intimate biography of Alice Munro. It describes in a way that only a close relative could, the details of her family background, from the Laidlaws who left Scotland in the early 19th century, to Alice Munro's birth in 1931, her early years and marriage all the way to the current family. The constant echoes of settings, situations, and characters that occur in her fiction make this an informative commentary to Munro's works. TB 17430.

O'Brien, Edna 

Byron in love. 2009. Read by Grainne Gillis, 6 hours 54 minutes. TB 17902.

Byron, more than any other poet, has come to personify the poet as rebel, imaginative and lawless, reaching beyond race, creed or frontier, his gigantic flaws redeemed by a magnetism and ultimately a heroism that by ending in tragedy raised it and him from the particular to the universal. Everything about Lord George Gordon Byron was a paradox - insider and outsider, beautiful and deformed, serious and facetious, profligate but on occasion miserly, and possessed of a fierce intelligence trapped forever in a child's magic and malices. He was also a great poet, but as he reminded us, poetry is a distinct faculty and has little to do with the individual life of its creator. TB 17902.
Pilger, John 
Heroes. 1986. Read by Raymond Adamson, 26 hours 56 minutes. TB 6629.

The author has witnessed many of the major world upheavals of the past 20 years and in this book he brings together the episodes for which his writing is well-known. It is a tribute to the many ordinary people he has watched coping with their lives in difficult and often brutal conditions - these are his "heroes". TB 6629.

Powling, Chris 
Roald Dahl: a biography. 1994. Read by Nigel Graham, 2 hours 6 minutes. TB 11595.

No other writer for children was as bold, as exciting, as rude or as funny as Roald Dahl. His characters, Charlie and Mr Willy Wonka, Matilda, and the BFG have become household names, but their creator was himself a fascinating, larger-than-life character: a fighter pilot, a spy, a life-saving inventor, as well as a screenwriter and best-selling author. This is an entertaining account of a truly exceptional man. TB 11595.

Sherry, Norman 
The life of Graham Greene. Vol. 1: 1904-1939. 1989. Read by Alistair Maydon, 34 hours 19 minutes. TB 7814.

With thorough research and deft and fascinating touch, Norman Sherry has created an absorbing and compelling biography of one of the major literary figures of our time. Access to Graham Greene's private papers has enabled the author to present, for the first time, a completely frank and thought provoking insight into the life of this master of the written word. TB 7814.

Taylor-Martin, Patrick 

John Betjeman: his life and work. 1983. Read by Brian Perkins, 7 hours 46 minutes. TB 4843.

The life and work of this very popular poet is discussed, and the academic hierarchy is frequently taken to task for undervaluing his poetic skills. TB 4843.

Tomalin, Claire 

Jane Austen: a life. 1997. Read by Rosemary Davis, 15 hours 58 minutes. TB 11828.

Jane Austen lived on the edges of the society she described in her books. This book paints a picture of the Austen clan and their Hampshire neighbours, relating Austen's work to the circumstances in which it was produced. Jane Austen herself appears in a series of episodes - from the child growing up to the girl in love; from the poor relation to the woman who accepts and then turns down a proposal of marriage; and as the writer whose fame grows. TB 11828.

Tomalin, Claire 

Thomas Hardy: the time-torn man. 2007. Read by Lucy Scott, 14 hours 42 minutes. TB 16149.

Thomas Hardy is one of the sacred figures in English writing, a great poet and a novelist with a world reputation. His life was also extraordinary: from the poverty of rural Dorset he went on to become the Grand Old Man of English life and letters, his last resting place in Westminster Abbey. This biography covers Hardy's illegitimate birth, his rural upbringing, his escape to London in the 1860s, his marriages, his status as a bestselling novelist, and in later life, his supreme achievements as a poet. TB 16149.
West, Anthony 
H G Wells: aspects of a life. 1984. Read by Ray Jones, 18 hours 26 minutes. TB 5748.

The story of a career that began in the heyday of Queen Victoria and ended in a time of unique change. The author is the son of H.G. Wells and Rebecca West and a fairly difficult childhood would seem to have nourished some matricidal tendencies. TB 5748.

Wilson, Frances 

The ballad of Dorothy Wordsworth. 2008. Read by Stephanie Beattie, 9 hours 31 minutes. TB 16152.

Ordinarily presented as a self-effacing virgin or sacrificial saint, Dorothy Wordsworth was a talented writer and exceptional woman. She was William Wordsworth's inspiration, aide and most valued reader and traded in a conventional life to share in his world of words. In her journals, Dorothy kept a record of their idyllic life together. The tale that unfolds through her brief, lyrical entries reveals a strange, intangible love between brother and sister, culminating in Dorothy's dramatic collapse on the day of William's wedding. In her biography, Frances Wilson brings Dorothy to life in all her complexity. TB 16152.

Artists and musicians 

Conductors in conversation. 1990. Read by Peter Barker, 6 hours 31 minutes. TB 8849.

A collection of conversations with 7 of the world's greatest conductors: Claudio Abbado, Carlo Maria Giulini, Herbert von Karajan, James Levine, Riccardo Muti, Eugene Ormandy and Sir Georg Solti. Covering all aspects of their lives, their work, their approach, their technique and interpretation, as well as their early influence and historic performances. This would interest all lovers of classical music. TB 8849.

Baker, Anne Pimlott

Beethoven. 1998. Read by Anita Wright, 2 hours 10 minutes. TB 13052. 

Isis Pocket Biographies. Telling the story of Beethoven's life and work, this text describes his early employment as a court musician, his studies with Haydn in Vienna and his work during the French Revolution, rise of Napoleon and subsequent French occupation of Vienna. Despite the fact that Beethoven becomes more financially successful after Napoleon's defeat, his emotional life remained tumultuous with several unhappy love affairs and continuous worry over his suicidal nephew, Karl. TB 13052. 
Bret, David 

The real Gracie Fields: the authorized biography. 2010. Read by Mike Aherne, 10 hours 27 minutes. TB 17768.

In her day, Gracie Fields was one of the highest paid stars in the world. Appearing in a series of films which reflected the spirit of a troubled decade and cutting hundreds of superb recordings, she became an international legend and a national institution. In this first full-length biography of Gracie, fully authorised by her family, David Bret reveals the real Gracie Fields a complex woman far removed from the mill-girl-to-riches persona she conveyed to her adoring public, as seen by her family and closest friends. Based on sources that include personal war diaries, private correspondence, and many first-hand interviews, Bret reveals her personal tragedies, great bravery and her often extreme naivety. Contains strong language and passages of violence. TB 17768.

Buckley, David 

Strange fascination: David Bowie, the definitive story. 2005. Read by Alan Thorpe, 27 hours 33 minutes. TB 17458.

A biography of the influential and chameleon-like rock icon, David Bowie, who created the fantastical rock star and revenge of the suburbs, Ziggy Stardust. It seeks to unravel the Bowie enigma, via interviews, biography and academic analysis. TB 17458.

Clarke, Donald 

Billie Holiday: wishing on the moon. 2002. Read by Kenneth Jay, 19 hours 40 minutes. TB 17392.

Based on unrivalled access to archival interviews with those who knew her at every stage of her life, this is the most revealing biography of the incomparable Lady Day. Clarke was given unrivalled access to a treasure trove of interviews from the 1970s interviews with those who knew Lady Day from her childhood in the streets and good-time houses of Baltimore through the early days of success in New York and into the years of fame, right up to her tragic decline and death at the age of forty-four. Contains strong language. TB 17392.

Cross, Charles R 

Heavier than heaven: a biography of Kurt Cobain. 2002. Read by Simon Lee Phillips, 15 hours 33 minutes. TB 17419.

Kurt Cobain's life and death fast became rock'n'roll legend. The worldwide success of his band, Nirvana, defined the music scene in the early 1990s and their songs spoke to and for a generation. This is the extraordinary story of artistic brilliance and the pain that extinguished it. TB 17419.

Etherington-Smith, Meredith 

Dali: a biography. 1995. Read by Joan Walker, 17 hours 53 minutes. TB 17531.

Salvador Dali has been called the first post-Freudian painter, his eccentricities, extraordinary pronouncements and dandyism fueled newspaper columns for 60 years. This biography aims to reveal some of Dali's secrets, and to offer insights into his world of marauding grasshoppers, crutches, decaying flesh, amorphous self-portraits and rapacious female figures. It looks at Dali's curious childhood and his complex relationship with his father. His friendships with Federico Garcia Lorca and Luis Bunuel are discussed, and his turbulent marriage with Gala is analysed. Contains strong language. TB 17531.

Gogh, Vincent van 

The letters of Vincent van Gogh. 1997. Read by Paul Herzberg, 20 hours 21 minutes. TB 16955.

A new selection of Vincent Van Gogh's letters, based on an entirely new translation, revealing his religious struggles, his fascination with the French Revolution, his search for love and his involvement in humanitarian causes. Contains strong language. TB 16955.

Hogwood, Christopher 

Handel. 1984. Read by Derek Chandler, 15 hours 33 minutes. TB 5874.

A comprehensive portrait of the career of composer George Friedrich Handel, from his early years in Halle and Hamburg, through his apprenticeship in Italy to the heyday of opera and oratorios in London. It is written by a man who has himself performed and conducted the works of this composer. TB 5874.

Hopkinson, Amanda 

Julia Margaret Cameron. 1986. Read by Judith Whale, 5 hours 33 minutes. TB 6485. 

Virago pioneers. An assessment of the Victorian photographer who was given a camera in her late forties by her daughter. Within two years she had developed her hobby into a fine art and had begun to establish a style and reputation all her own. Mocked by the press and photographic societies, she remained steadfast to her own ideas and experiments, and produced some very dramatic work. TB 6485. 
Kitt, Eartha 

I'm still here. 1989. Read by Liza Ross, 12 hours 12 minutes. TB 9516.

"I have no idea how old I am. Believe it or not, I have no paper that says I was ever born. Maybe that's why they call me a legend, because I don't really exist". Written in her own words, this is the full story of the incredible life of Eartha Mae Kitt. TB 9516.

Menuhin, Yehudi 

Conversations with Menuhin: a celebration on his 75th birthday. 1991. Read by David Graham and Stephen Thorne, 5 hours 32 minutes. TB 9253.

A series of conversations between the author and the famous violinist, covering a range of subjects inside and outside music. TB 9253.

Mercury, Freddie 

Freddie Mercury: his life in his own words. 2008. Read by Greg Wagland, 5 hours 51 minutes. TB 16868.

This book takes us on the journey of Queen - three academics and a frustrated art student, tired of having no money, taking on the music industry on their own terms. Spurred on by an almost uncontrollable, ambitious and forthright Mercury, Queen succeeded, becoming the biggest band of the generations to come. The story, told in his own words, shows how on many occasions, the band almost split, but was always kept together by their shared love of breaching musical boundaries. Freddie's own personal story is one of pursuing a dream, dealing with wealth and fame, looking back and having no regrets, coming to reflect on his thoughts on getting old, his legacy and death. Contains strong language. TB 16868.

Monro, Michele 

The singer's singer: the life and music of Matt Monro. 2010. Read by Anna Harwich, 28 hours. TB 17414.

The story of one of Britain's most iconic singers, tracing Matt Monro's life from his poverty-stricken upbringing in post-war Britain to his day job as London bus driver to the steady rise to fame that saw the singer battling the highs and lows of the entertainment industry to become one of Britain's best-loved entertainers. The Singer's Singer exposes the man behind the voice, telling the story of how Terry Parson overcame poverty, prejudice and alcoholism to arrive at the heart of the British entertainment industry as Matt Monro. Contains strong language. TB 17414.

Moyle, Franny 

Desperate romantics: the private lives of the Pre-Raphaelites. 2009. Read by Stephanie Beattie, 15 hours 11 minutes. TB 16934.

In conjunction with a major series for BBC2, this work presents the scandalous saga of the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood. Their Bohemian lifestyle and intertwined love affairs shockingly broke 19th Century class barriers and bent the rules that governed the roles of the sexes. They became defined by love triangles, played out against the austere moral climate of Victorian England; they outraged their contemporaries with their loves, jealousies and betrayals, and they stunned society when their complex moral choices led to madness and suicide, or when their permissive experiments ended in addiction and death. The saga is brought to life through the vivid letters and diaries kept by the group and the accounts written by their contemporaries. These real-life stories shed new light on the greatest nineteenth-century British art. TB 16934.

Newman, Ernest

Wagner as man and artist. 1924. Read by Alvar Liddell, 16 hours 50 minutes. TB 3044.

The story of the composer's private life, his marriage and the women he loved, as well as of the developments of his genius and the creation of his works. TB 3044.

Nicholl, Charles 

Leonardo da Vinci: the flights of the mind. 2007. Read by Jonathan Oliver, 23 hours 43 minutes. TB 16947.

Penguin celebrations; 25. Charles Nicholl has immersed himself in manuscripts, paintings and artefacts to produce an intimate portrait of Leonardo. He uses these contemporary materials - his notebooks and sketchbooks, eye witnesses and early biographies, etc - as a way into the mental tone and physical texture of his life and has made many discoveries about him, his work and his circle of associates. The book identifies what Nicholl argues is an unknown portrait of the artist hanging in a church near Lodi in northern Italy. It also contains new material on his eccentric assistant Tomasso Masini, his homosexual affairs in Florence, and his curious relationship with a female model and/or prostitute from Cremona. Contains strong language. TB 16947.

Norman, Philip 

The Stones. 2002. Read by Peter Wickham, 17 hours 57 minutes. TB 16788.

The story of The Rolling Stones - the band's rise, the Marianne Faithfull, Brian Jones and Altamont scandals, the groundbreaking hits - is the stuff of twentieth century legend, and core to popular culture. Contains strong language. TB 16788.

Norman, Philip 

John Lennon: the life. Volume one. 2009. Read by Russell Boulter, 18 hours 31 minutes. TB 17073.

John Lennon, the iconic songwriter, composer and one quarter of The Beatles was also the founding member. The book's hundreds of key informants and interviewees include Sir Paul McCartney, Sir George Martin, Neil Aspinall, Sean Lennon, and Yoko Ono, who speaks about the inner workings of her marriage to John. TB 17073.

Ribowsky, Mark

Signed, sealed, and delivered: the soulful journey of Stevie Wonder. 2010. Read by Peter Brooke, 14 hours 2 minutes. TB 17812.

This book takes an in-depth look at Stevie Wonder's life and his evolution from kid-soul pop star into a mature artist whose music helped lay the groundwork for the evolution of hip hop and rap. Contains strong language. TB 17812.
Secrest, Meryle 

Somewhere for me: a biography of Richard Rodgers. 2001. Read by Liza Ross, 16 hours 45 minutes. TB 13371.

The life of composer Richard Rodgers encapsulates the very essence of New York and London high society during the first half of the twentieth century. His twenty-five-year collaboration with Lorenz Hart gave rise to songs that will live forever such as 'The Lady is a Tramp' and 'Blue Moon'. Later he collaborated with Oscar Hammerstein II and together they wrote musicals such as 'The Sound of Music' and 'South Pacific'. TB 13371.

Turner, Steve

The man called Cash: the life, love and faith of an American legend. 2006. Read by Phil Shaw, 10 hours 52 minutes. TB 16875.

Country music singer-songwriter Johnny Cash is an icon to people of all ages the world over. In Cash's first ever authorised biography, Steve Turner sifts the man from the legend and presents an unflinchingly honest picture. TB 16875.

Wall, Mick

When giants walked the Earth: a biography of Led Zeppelin. 2009. Read by Andy Love, 19 hours 57 minutes. TB 17412.

Mick Wall tells the story of the band that wrote the rulebook for on-the-road excess - and eventually paid the price for it, with disaster, drug addiction and death. Wall also recounts the life stories of the five individuals that made the dream of Led Zeppelin into reality: Jimmy Page, Robert Plant, John Paul Jones, John Bonham, and their infamous manager, Peter Grant. Contains strong language. TB 17412.

Wynne, Frank

I was Vermeer. 2008. Read by Richard Burnip, 8 hours 8 minutes. TB 16718.

In 1945, a small-time Dutch art dealer was arrested for selling a forgery of a priceless national treasure - a painting by Vermeer - to Hitler's right hand man. The charge was treason; the only possible sentence death. And yet Han van Meegeren languished in his dank prison cell, incapable of uttering the words that would set him free: 'I am a forger'. This account of greed, hubris, excess, treason and fine art is the story of a failed artist and the greatest forger of all time. TB 16718.

Science and engineering 
Babington Smith, Constance 

Amy Johnson. 2004. Read by Carolanne Lyme, 14 hours 22 minutes. TB 17799.

In May, 1930, Amy Johnson, a typist from Hull, took off from Croydon Airport with a thermos flask and a packet of sandwiches to try and beat the world solo record to Australia. Her adventures, including a forced landing in the Iraqi desert and on a football pitch near Rangoon, inspired the nation following the Great War. Her career was followed by millions, until her plane disappeared over the Thames Estuary, sparking rumours which are still being investigated today. Her body has never been found. TB 17799.
Bourne, Geoffrey Howard 

We met at Bart's: the autobiography of a physician. 1963. Read by David Broomfield, 9 hours 15 minutes. TB 205.

Dr. Bourne tells of his progress from Medical Student in 1912 to Heart Specialist, and the traditions and great teachers he encountered at London's oldest hospital. TB 205.

Bramson, A E 

Pure luck: the authorised biography of Sir Thomas Sopwith, 1888-1989. 1990. Read by Tom Crowe, 10 hours 21 minutes. TB 9426.

"Pure luck" traces the history of the Sopwith family, narrates the moments of triumph and tragedy during Thomas Sopwith's early life and describes the events leading to his 80-year involvement in aeronautics: ballooning, early days at Brooklands and the founding of Sopwith aviation. TB 9426.

Clark, Ronald W 

The survival of Charles Darwin: a biography of a man and an idea. 1985. Read by John Richmond, 20 hours 15 minutes. TB 5655.

An account of Darwin's personal life and work with a description of how ideas on evolution have developed during the last century and a half in a final section entitled "survival of the fittest". TB 5655.

Combs, Harry 

Kill Devil Hill: the epic of the Wright Brothers, 1899-1909. 1980. Read by John Westbrook, 14 hours 34 minutes. TB 3788.

The epic story of the Wright Brothers, pioneers of aviation, covering the years 1899-1909, with a foreword by Neil Armstrong. TB 3788.

Curie, Eve 

Madame Curie. 1938. Read by Alvar Lidell, 17 hours 1 minute. TB 1615.

The story of the poor girl from Poland who worked her way to the Paris Sorbonne, and became the brilliant physicist who, with her husband, discovered radium. TB 1615.

Feynman, Richard P

"Surely you're joking, Mr Feynman!": adventures of a curious character. 1985. Read by Joe Dunlop, 14 hours 8 minutes. TB 6367.

Richard Feynman is one of the world's greatest physicists. He is also a man who has fallen into adventure. He is perhaps the only person to have been judged both mentally defective by a United States Army psychiatrist and worthy of the Nobel Prize by the Swedish Academy. TB 6367.

Holmes, Richard 

The age of wonder: how the Romantic generation discovered the beauty and terror of science. 2009. Read by Mark Elstob, 24 hours 5 minutes. TB 16830.

The book opens with Joseph Banks, botanist on Captain Cook's first Endeavour voyage, stepping onto a Tahitian beach in 1769, hoping to discover Paradise. Banks introduces us to the two scientific figures that dominate the book: astronomer William Herschel and chemist Humphry Davy. Herschel's tireless dedication to the stars, assisted (and perhaps rivalled) by his comet-finding sister Caroline, changed forever the public conception of the solar system, the Milky Way galaxy and the meaning of the universe itself. Davy first shocked the scientific community with his near-suicidal gas experiments in Bristol, then went on to save thousands of lives with his Safety Lamp and established British chemistry as the leading professional science in Europe. Contains strong language. TB 16830.

Hoyle, Fred 

The small world of Fred Hoyle: an autobiography. 1986. Read by Christopher Saul, 6 hours 53 minutes. TB 6493.

More of a personal memoir than a record of his outstanding achievements as a physicist, astronomer and writer of bestselling science fiction, the author shows how the foundations of his career were laid in the close-knit community of a small village in the West Riding of Yorkshire and at Cambridge in the years preceding the outbreak of the Second World War. TB 6493.

Huxley, Julian 

Memories. 1970. Read by Eric Gillett, 12 hours 15 minutes. TB 1233.

Born into one of the most gifted families of the age, and having achieved fame half a century ago, the 80-year-old biologist reveals for the first time his innermost thoughts on science and life. TB 1233.

Inwood, Stephen 

The man who knew too much: the strange and inventive life of Robert Hooke, 1635-1703. 2003. Read by Jon Cartwright, 19 hours 47 minutes. TB 17463.

This book shows us Hooke the prolific inventor, the mechanic, the astronomer, the anatomist, the pioneer of geology, meteorology and microscopy, the precursor of Lavoisier and Darwin. It also gives us Hooke the architect of Bedlam and the Monument, the supervisor of London's rebuilding after the Great Fire, the watchmaker, the consumer of prodigious quantities of medicines and purgatives, the candid diarist, the lover, the hoarder of money and secrets, the coffee house conversationalist. TB 17463.

Montagu of Beaulieu, Edward John Barrington Douglas-Scott-Montagu 

Rolls of Rolls-Royce: a biography of the Hon. C S Rolls. 1966. Read by Michael de Morgan, 11 hours. TB 9. 

Montagu motor books, new series. Since his death in 1910 at the age of 32, Charles Rolls has achieved immortality through the cars that bear his name. TB 9. 
Munson, Richard 

Cousteau. 1991. Read by Robert Gladwell, 15 hours 1 minute. TB 9534.

Jacques Cousteau is a living legend as an undersea adventurer. He helped to invent the Aqualung, launched the science of undersea archaeology, discovered oil beneath the Persian Gulf and built undersea stations and small submarines for research. Here is a balanced portrait of this talented, charismatic and little-understood man. TB 9534.

Pemberton, Max 

Trust me, I'm a junior doctor  2009. Read by Tom Lawrence, 8 hours 42 minutes. TB 17916.

Starting on the evening before he begins work as a doctor, this book charts Max Pemberton's touching and funny journey through his first year in the NHS. Progressing from youthful idealism to frank bewilderment, Max realises how little his job is about 'saving people' and how much of his time is taken up by signing forms and trying to figure out all the important things no one has explained yet - for example, the crucial question of how to tell whether someone is dead or not. Contains strong language. TB 17916.
Quill, Jeffrey 

Spitfire: a test pilot's story. 1983. Read by Garard Green, 12 hours 9 minutes. TB 5417.

Jeffrey Quill joined the airforce in the 1930s, amid the gathering clouds of war. He took charge of some important military aircraft of the immediate pre-war era, including the immortal Spitfire, from its experimental prototype stage in 1936, when he worked with its chief designer R.J. Mitchell, to the end of its production life in 1948. TB 5417.

Reid, Michaela

Ask Sir James: the life of Sir James Reid, personal physician to Queen Victoria. 1996. Read by Sally Armstrong, 12 hours 21 minutes. TB 12007.

The text provides an account of the memoirs of Sir James Reid, personal physician to Queen Victoria. Although Sir James was never allowed to see her undressed, or approach her with a stethoscope, he was habitually summoned four of five times a day, and quickly became her trusted confidant, privy to all the most intimate aspects of her court and family life. TB 12007.

Shute, Nevil 

Slide rule: the autobiography of an engineer. 1954. Read by Peter Reynolds, 11 hours. TB 1429.

The autobiography of an engineer who was to become a famous writer: his engineering work on and flight in the airship R100, the disaster to the R101, and his experiences as director of an aircraft company. TB 1429.

Political

Blair, Tony 

A journey. 2010. Read by Charles Armstrong, 29 hours 9 minutes. TB 17954.

In 1997, Tony Blair won the biggest Labour victory in history to sweep the party to power and end eighteen years of Conservative government. He has been one of the most dynamic leaders of modern times; few British prime ministers have shaped the nation's course as profoundly as Blair during his ten years in power, and his achievements and his legacy will be debated for years to come. Now his memoirs reveal in intimate detail this unique political and personal journey, providing an insight into the man, the politician and the statesman, and charting successes, controversies and disappointments with an extraordinary candour. TB 17954.
Blake, Robert

Winston Churchill. 1998. Read by Gordon Reid, 2 hours 28 minutes. TB  11529.

Winston Churchill is probably Britain's best known Prime Minister. Elected to Parliament in 1900, he served in both Conservative and Liberal governments. After a period in the political wilderness, he was appointed to the Admiralty during the Second World War and in 1940, he led a coalition government. He lost the election of 1945, but became Prime Minister again from 1951-1955. His last years were spent writing his memoirs of the War. TB 11529.

Blunkett, David

The Blunkett tapes. 2006. Read by Peter Barker, 43 hours 30 minutes. TB 14746.

This is a self-portrait as well as a cogent and intimate insight into New Labour’s years in power, the personalities, the triumphs and the debates. Not only are they an unprecedented and immediate record of life in government, they are a testimony to the achievements of a man born into a working-class Sheffield family who though blind reached one of the highest political offices in the country. TB 14746.

Clark, David 

Victor Grayson: Labour's lost leader. 1985. Read by Alistair Maydon, 7 hours 24 minutes. TB 6466.

Victor Grayson's dramatic victory in the Colne Valley by-election of 1907 shocked the Establishment. Young and handsome, he represented all the energetic hopes of the newly-formed Labour Party; he was often described as "England's finest mob-orator." Yet in 1920 he walked out of his London home and disappeared - a tantalising mystery. TB 6466.

Cosgrave, Patrick

The lives of Enoch Powell. 1989. Read by David Rider, 21 hours 43 minutes. TB 7972.

Enoch Powell is one of the most controversial political figures of recent history. With his blessing and co-operation, Patrick Cosgrave has written a powerful biography of an essentially private man whose incisive mind and power with words have made him a figure of national importance. TB 7972.

Crankshaw, Edward 

Bismarck. 1981. Read by Andrew Timothy, 20 hours 12 minutes. TB 4201. 

A penetrating look at the 'Iron Chancellor', chief architect of the German Empire. TB 4201. 
Galloway, George
Fidel Castro handbook. 2006. Read by Robbie MacNab, 6 hours 41 minutes. TB 15117.

In the year that Fidel Castro turns eighty, this is a fresh look at his life from childhood, through his dramatic conquest of power, and his extraordinary, charismatic leadership of Cuba over forty-seven years. The author has researched archives from Havana, London, Washington, and Madrid and concluded original interviews with Fidel Castro's contemporaries, in Cuba and throughout the world, that provide insights into his personality and achievements. Contains passages of violence. TB 15117.

Goodwin, Doris Kearns 

Team of rivals: the political genius of Abraham Lincoln. 2009. Read by Laurence Bouvard, 39 hours 20 minutes. TB 17025. 

In this monumental multiple biography, Pulitzer Prize-winning historian Doris Kearns Goodwin studies Abraham Lincoln's mastery of men. She shows how he saved Civil War-torn America by appointing his fiercest rivals to key cabinet positions, making them help achieve his vision for peace. As well as a thrilling piece of narrative history, it's an inspiring study of one of the greatest leaders the world has ever seen. TB 17025. 
Healey, Denis 
The time of my life. 1989. Read by Robert Gladwell, 33 hours 17 minutes. TB 8190.

Denis Healey was born in 1917, grew up in Yorkshire and at Oxford began to test his political views. His experience in the army taught him that he could only think well under stress. In 1952 he became Labour MP for South-East Leeds and his views on Government, on Britain's changing role abroad, and the political storms at home are trenchant, lively and provocative. TB 8190.

Hunt, Tristram 

The frock-coated communist: the revolutionary life of Friedrich Engels. 2009. Read by Matt Addis, 15 hours 18 minutes. TB 16881.

Friedrich Engels is one of the most attractive and contradictory figures of the nineteenth century. Born to a prosperous mercantile family in west Germany, he spent his career working in the Manchester cotton industry, riding to the Cheshire hounds, and enjoying the comfortable, middle-class life of a Victorian gentleman. Set against the backdrop of revolutionary Europe and industrializing England - of Manchester mills, Paris barricades, and East End strikes - it is a story of devoted friendship, class compromise, ideological struggle, and family betrayal. Contains strong language. TB 16881.

Hurd, Douglas

Robert Peel: a biography. 2007. Read by Raymond Sawyer, 21 hours. TB 16006.

Robert Peel, as much as any man in the nineteenth century, transformed Great Britain into a modern nation. He invented our police force, which became a model for the world. He steered through the Bill which allowed Catholics to sit in Parliament. He reorganised the criminal justice system. He put Britain back on the gold standard; he invented the Conservative Party which we know today. Above all he tackled poverty by repealing the Corn Laws. Thanks to Peel the most powerful trading nation chose free trade and opened the door for our globalised world of today. This book charts Peel's life and work through the dramas of nineteenth-century politics. TB 16006.

Jenkins, Roy 
Truman. 1986. Read by John Rye, 9 hours 28 minutes. TB 6386.

The first biography of this often underrated American President, written by someone with a range of political experience to match his subject and who is able, therefore, to appreciate Truman's political skills. It was during his presidency that the structure - the Marshall Plan and Nato - was built within which the world lives today, and the first atomic bomb was detonated. TB 6386.

Mack Smith, Denis 

Mussolini. 1981. Read by George Hagan, 19 hours 5 minutes. TB 4326.

An account of the fascist dictator of Italy, showing how he rose from humble origins to absolute power by capitalising on the situations in which he found himself. Something of the man behind the public image is explored and also his journey from wide popular appeal to becoming possibly the most hated man in his own country. TB 4326.

Mandela, Nelson 

Long walk to freedom: the autobiography of Nelson Mandela. 1994. Read by Jon Cartwright, 25 hours 17 minutes. TB 10472.

The story of Nelson Mandela's life. He recreates the experiences that helped shape his destiny: the years operating undercover, classed as a "terrorist"; his 25 years behind bars; and the astonishing moves towards the ANC's near-landslide victory in the multiracial elections of 1994. TB 10472.

Meyer, Christopher 

DC confidential: the controversial memoirs of Britain's ambassador to the U.S. at the time of 9/11 and the run-up to the Iraq War. 2006. Read by Christopher Oxford, 12 hours 18 minutes. TB 16130. 

Christopher Meyer was Ambassador to the United States from 1997 to 2003, during which time he was an eyewitness to and participant in the events following 9/11 and the preparations for the Iraq war. Meyer presents an account of what he saw, what he heard and how he felt. Those featured in this book include Margaret Thatcher, Bob Hope, the Clintons, Steven Spielberg, Condoleeza Rice, Alastair Campbell and Jack Straw. The book reveals close encounters with Tony Blair, Robin Cook and Peter Mandelson; KGB honey traps in Russia; a major row with Bill Clinton; inside stories on Number 10 and the Foreign Office; and life behind the scenes with Blair and George W. Bush. Contains strong language. TB 16130. 
Obama, Michelle 

Michelle Obama in her own words. 2009. Read by Lachele Carl, 3 hours 13 minutes. TB 17496. 

From thoughts on her role in the White House to reflections on the juggling act between work and motherhood and her own journey from a working class neighbourhood to the White House, as well as her opinion on a range of controversial issues, this is a glimpse into the mind of the First Lady Michelle Obama. TB 17496. 
Prescott, John

Prezza: my story: pulling no punches. 2008. Read by Steve Hodson, 11 hours 47 minutes. TB 16850. 

The son of a railway signalman, John Prescott failed his 11-plus exam and became a steward in the Merchant Navy. He went on to attend Ruskin College, Oxford and then Hull University where he obtained a degree in economics and economic history. He was elected to Parliament in 1970 as MP for Hull East. Following the death of John Smith in 1994 he became deputy leader of the Labour party in the first leadership election under the 'one member, one vote' system he had passionately advocated at the 1993 Labour conference. Following Labour's election victory in 1997, Prescott was appointed deputy prime minister, a position he held until his retirement from the job in June 2007. This is his life story. Contains strong language. TB 16850. 
Stevanovic, Vidosav 

Milosevic: the people's tyrant. 2004. Read by Peter Crerar, 10 hours 21 minutes. TB 17613. 

Slobodan Milosevic - Belgrade's tyrant and successor to Tito, 'Butcher of the Balkans' - represents, in many ways, the final shudder of that particularly aggressive 20th-century brand of the creature that was nationalism. His life story is a study in evil: in the 'banality of evil' to use Hannah Arendt's famous phrase. With all the intensity and horror of personal experience, Vidosav Stevanovic tells how Milosevic, a man devoid of any true qualities, climbed his way to the top in slow, silent, murderous steps. TB 17613. 

Williams, Shirley 

Climbing the bookshelves: the autobiography of Shirley Williams. 2009. Read by Diana Bishop, 14 hours 54 minutes. TB 17583. 

Shirley Williams was born to politics. As well as being influenced by her mother, Vera Brittain, her father George Caitlin, a leading political scientist, encouraged his daughter to have high ambitions for herself - including daring to climb the bookshelves in his library. Elected as MP for Hitchin in 1964, she was a member of the Wilson and Callaghan governments and was also the Secretary of State for Education. As one of the 'Gang of Four' Shirley Williams famously broke away from the Labour Party to found the SDP in 1981 and later supported its merger with the Liberal Party to form the Liberal Democrats. TB 17583. 
Royalty  

Alice, Princess

The memoirs of Princess Alice, Duchess of Gloucester. 1983. Read by Marjorie Anderson, 7 hours 7 minutes. TB 5118.

The author recalls a long-vanished world of armies of servants and tons of luggage as the family progressed around the country, Dalkeith at Christmas, spring at Bowhill in the Borders, autumn with the grandparents at Drumlanrig for the shooting and, of course, the London season. Her sense of adventure took her to Kenya after the war, good training for her future post in Australia with her husband, Henry, Duke of Gloucester. TB 5118.

Aronson, Theo 

Heart of a queen: Queen Victoria's romantic attachments. 1991. Read by Robert Gladwell, 13 hours 3 minutes. TB 9389.

"My nature" Victoria wrote "is too passionate, my emotions too fervent, and I am a person who has to cling to someone in order to find peace and comfort". This examines her relationships with the six men with whom her emotions were romantically involved: Lord Melbourne, Prince Albert, Napoleon III, John Brown, Disraeli and her Indian servant, the exotic Munshi. TB 9389.

Bennett, Daphne 

Queen Victoria's children. 1980. Read by Carol Marsh, 5 hours 24 minutes. TB 4976.

The author offers a new view of the young 'Bertie's' relationship with his father, Albert, together with portraits of the less well-known inmates of the Royal nursery: the captivating Vicky, mechanically-minded Alfred, Alice and Louise, sensitive and artistic; Arthur who was crazy about soldiers and Helena about horses. Finally Leopold, her 'child of anxiety' and the devoted Beatrice who cared for the ageing Queen at the cost of her own happiness. TB 4976.

Bloch, Michael 

The secret file of the Duke of Windsor. 1988. Read by Derek Chandler, 13 hours 55 minutes. TB 7563.

Using secret papers from the Duke of Windsor's archives, confided many years ago to his lawyers with a view to publication eventually, this book sets out to tell the whole story of his exile, his bitter relationship with his family and his passionate but unsuccessful efforts to return to England with the woman he loved. It sheds new light on the paradoxical role of royalty in the modern world. TB 7563.

Carroll, Valerie 

From Belfast's Sandy Row to Buckingham Palace: the story of John Gibson. 1994. Read by Robert Gladwell, 4 hours 37 minutes. TB 10340.

John Gibson was born in Dublin. His career as a servant to the great took him from kitchen boy to footman to the Princess Elizabeth and the Duke of Edinburgh; and he still found time to serve as valet to Winston Churchill. This is the candid and humorous account of his right royal career. TB 10340.
Clarke, Mary

Diana: once upon a time: her nanny's story. 1994. Read by Maggie Jones, 10 hours 11 minutes. TB 10778. 

Mary Clarke was nanny to Earl Spencer's children at the time of his divorce, which coincided with Diana's adolescence and writes about her charge with authority. She tells of a child growing up among family tensions which have marked her forever; of her cares for others, her need for stability and the seeds of her eating disorder. The observations of this companion lend greater understanding than any outsider can into Diana's character development and personality. TB 10778. 

De Courcy, Anne 

Snowdon: the biography. 2009. Read by Judy Franklin, 18 hours 3 minutes. TB 16769.

This book uncovers the real Lord Snowdon and his times. Addressing the facts behind the myths - the secret courtship of Margaret, the love child born just weeks after the royal marriage, the affairs on both sides, the suicide of the mistress and the birth of an illegitimate son to another. TB 16769.

Dimbleby, Jonathan 

The prince of Wales: a biography. 1994. Read by Jon Cartwright, 23 hours 44 minutes. TB 10194.

For this remarkable study of the heir to the British throne, Jonathan Dimbleby was given unprecedented access to his subject. As well as spending many hours in wide ranging and candid conversations with Prince Charles, the author has interviewed scores of people, including his personal staff and close friends, most of whom have never talked openly about the prince before. The author has also drawn freely from the prince's own archives, including more than 10,000 letters, private journals and diaries, none of which has hitherto been made public. TB 10194.

Duff, David 

George and Elizabeth: a royal marriage. 1983. Read by Frances Jeater, 8 hours 40 minutes. TB 10227.

The story of a reign and a marriage and of shared love and support. The unusual union between the shy younger brother of the Prince of Wales and the pretty and charming daughter of a Scottish earl was an unqualified success. David Duff tells the private story behind the public events and argues that the political influence of the royal couple should not be underestimated. They changed the public image of royalty quite dramatically and it was they who introduced the modern walkabout style that has been a hallmark of the royal family ever since. TB 10227.

Hoey, Brian 

Anne: the Princess Royal: her life and work. 1989. Read by Ronald Markham, 8 hours 43 minutes. TB 7765.

In 1990 Princess Anne will be 40. For more than half her life she has been a full-time member of what her grandfather King George VI called the "Royal Firm"; in recent years she has become perhaps the most admired member of the royal family. This intimate, revealing and authoritative biography has been written with the co-operation of the Princess Royal. TB 7765.

Jackman, S W 

The people's princess: a portrait of H R H Princess Mary, Duchess of Teck. 1984. Read by Gordon Dulieu, 5 hours 43 minutes. TB 5469.

"Fat Mary", the People's Princess, ideally represented the solidity of Victorian England, not only in her ample figure, which often sent dancing partners crashing to the ground, but also in her public and private life. The last of the Hanoverian brood who represented a fading link with the eighteenth century, she nevertheless emerged victorious from the traumas of the royal marriage market. Eventually she became the great grandmother of the present queen. TB 5469.

Junor, Penny 

Charles: Victim or Villain? 1998. Read by Nicolette McKenzie, 11 hours 27 minutes. TB 11703.

Reveals the complexities and contradictions of a man born to a position of unique privilege. The text draws on the memories, experiences and observations of those closest to the Prince, the Princess, and Camilla. The author analyses the Prince's marriage to Diana, a vulnerable but difficult young woman, and his relationship with Camilla, earthy and independent. TB 11703.

Morton, Andrew 

Diana: her true story - in her own words. 1997. Read by Alexander John and Charlotte Stevens, 12 hours 3 minutes. TB 12252.

Originally published in 1992, this biography was produced with the full co-operation and input of the Princess. Following the tragic and sudden death of the Princess in August 1997, the book has been revised and contains new material. TB 12252.

Shawcross, William 

Queen Elizabeth the Queen mother: the official biography. 2009. Read by Alistair Maydon, 46 hours 40 minutes. TB 16932. 

Drawing on her private correspondence and other unpublished material from the Royal Archives, William Shawcross reveals the witty girl who endeared herself to soldiers convalescing at Glamis in the First World War; the assured young Duchess of York; the Queen, at last feeling able to look the East End in the face at the height of the Blitz; the Queen Mother, representing the nation at home and abroad throughout her widowhood. It is the portrait of a remarkable woman. TB 16932. 
Williams, Kate 

Becoming queen. 2009. Read by Carole Boyd, 14 hours 38 minutes. TB 16995.

Kate Williams relates the story of Princess Charlotte, the Queen who never was, and her impact on the young Victoria. She documents the machinations behind Victoria's quest to occupy the throne, and shows how her struggles did not end when she was crowned. TB 16995.

Ziegler, Philip

Mountbatten: the official biography. 1985. Read by Andrew Timothy, 35 hours 12 minutes. TB 5875.

An honest assessment of a widely respected man who, for all the trappings of life within the circle of the Royal Family, was nothing if not human. The author is the first to have access to the Broadlands archives and he has thoroughly researched other sources to give a more rounded picture of this greatly loved public figure. TB 5875.

Religion  

Arnold, Duane W H 

Francis: a call to conversion. 1990. Read by Judith Whale, 5 hours 50 minutes. TB 8881.

The dramatic life story of St Francis of Assisi, followed by an evaluation of his message for the church and the world today. TB 8881.

Axelrod, Cyril 

And the journey begins. 2005. Read by Jon Cartwright, 4 hours 30 minutes. TB 14336.

Born deaf and Jewish yet became a Catholic priest; could not walk until he was three yet his work has spanned five continents; could not speak until he was nine yet has knowledge of fifteen languages; grew up under apartheid but did pioneering multi-racial work; lost his sight but never lost his vision; is now both deaf and blind but that is no barrier to his faith or work. This is a remarkable autobiography of a deaf-blind priest, who was brought up in the Orthodox Jewish faith. TB 14336.

Byrne, Lorna

Angels in my hair. 2009. Read by Maureen O'Brien, 11 hours 11 minutes. TB 17381.

This is the autobiography of a modern day mystic, an Irish woman with powers of the saints of old. When she was a child, people thought Lorna was 'retarded' because she did not seem to be focussing on that was around her. Lorna remembers seeing not just the world around her but seeing, equally vividly, angels and spirits. For many years she assumed everyone saw the same. As Lorna tells the story of her life, growing up in a poor family, later working in Dublin, marrying and experiencing family tragedy, the reader meets, as she did, the creatures from the spirit worlds who also inhabit our own - mostly angels of an astonishing beauty and variety, including the prophet Elijah and an Archangel - but also the spirits of people who have died. TB 17381.

Grenfell, Robert 

A Labrador doctor. 1948. Read by Arthur Bush, 15 hours 40 minutes. TB 220.

In 1892, at the age of 27, the author went to Labrador to work among the fishermen as a medical missionary. TB 220.

Hattersley, Roy 

Blood & fire: the story of William and Catherine Booth and their Salvation Army. 1999. Read by Jeff Bellamy, 16 hours 56 minutes. TB 12629.

Founder of what became the Salvation Army, William Booth was born in 1829. He believed that both the Church of England and the Wesleyans were ignoring the needs of the poor. This text covers the lives of both William and his wife, whose ideas on social equality were a century ahead of their time. TB 12629.

Ker, Ian 

John Henry Newman: a biography. 1990. Read by Christopher Scott, 39 hours 14 minutes. TB 9070.

This is the first biography to pay equal attention to Newman's achievements as a thinker and writer and his personal life-story. Newman is revealed in his complexity, the legendary sadness and sensitivity placed in their proper perspective by being set against his equally striking exuberance, humour and uncompromising toughness in the face of adversity. TB 9070.

Muggeridge, Malcolm 

Something beautiful for God: Mother Teresa of Calcutta. 1971. Read by Stanley Pritchard, 3 hours 18 minutes. TB 1546.

A story of Christian love in action, the work of Mother Teresa and her Missionaries of Charity in the dirt, disease and misery of the Calcutta slums. TB 1546.

Muggeridge, Malcolm 

Paul, envoy extraordinary. 1972. Read by Derek Chandler, 3 hours 51 minutes. TB 1915.

The authors followed Paul's journey from Jerusalem to Rome, discussing him as they went, and gradually his character and life emerges and we get a picture of the man as he was and the passions that motivated him. TB 1915.

Pridmore, John 
The inner-city of God: the diary of an East End parson. 2008. Read by Christopher Scott, 7 hours 26 minutes. TB 17750.

Out of a situation which many would give up on, John Pridmore writes a captivating, moving, funny and self-deprecating account of life as an inner-city priest in one of the most deprived parts of London. TB 17750.
Therese of Lisieux

Autobiography of a saint: the complete and authorised text of 'L'histoire d'une ame' newly translated by Ronald Knox. 1960. Read by Judith Whale, 10 hours 55 minutes. TB 212. 

Fontana books; 276. The complete text of the three letters written by Saint Therese which form her autobiography. TB 212. 
Thomas, Edward J

The life of Buddha. 1927. Read by Marvin Kane, 11 hours 45 minutes. TB 622.

A fascinating and authoritative account of all that is known of the life of the great teacher. TB 622.

Waite, Terry 

Taken on trust: recollections from captivity. 1993. Read by Terry Waite, 17 hours 46 minutes. TB 9500.

In his prison cell, Terry Waite wrote his autobiography in his head. This is his own heart-rending account of how he survived for 1,763 days in captivity, almost four years of which were in solitary confinement. He reveals the inner strengths which helped him endure the savage treatment he received from his captors; he tells of his constant struggle to maintain his faith and of his resolve not to have any regrets, false sentimentality or self pity. Terry Waite reads a special message for RNIB at the beginning of the book. TB 9500.

Sport  

Agassi, Andre 

Open: the autobiography. 2009. Read by Peter Brooke, 15 hours 52 minutes. TB 17187.

Agassi recalls for the first time a childhood without choices. Forced to embrace tennis, banished to a brutal tennis camp while still in grade school, catapulted to fame while still in his teens, Agassi grew up feeling isolated, alienated, detached. In his autobiography he tells how he reconnected, how he overcame his fears, fought through his loneliness, found strength and purpose in the decision to devote his life to others - and in the love of one extraordinary woman. Contains strong language. TB 17187.

Bird, Dickie 

Dickie Bird: my autobiography. 1997. Read by Richard Derrington, 11 hours 23 minutes. TB 11283.

Dickie Bird, a loved and respected umpire in world cricket, has endeared himself to millions with his idiosyncratic style and infectious humour. His story starts with his youth in Barnsley, his early days as a cricketer, and his experiences of the international scene. He also has serious and constructive points to make about the modern game. TB 11283.

Bristow, Eric 

The crafty cockney: Eric Bristow: the autobiography. 2008. Read by Ian Redford, 7 hours 21 minutes. TB 16670.

A candid account of Eric Bristow's rise to the top from his humble beginnings in London's East End, where gangs ruled the streets through a mix of fear and torture. Eric would often walk home at night with a claw hammer stuffed down his pants for protection. Cat burglar, shoplifter, thug: Bristow was all of these during his early street-fighting years, but it was darts that proved to be his salvation. Contains strong language. TB 16670.

Burridge, Richard 

The grey horse: the true story of Desert Orchid. 1992. Read by Tom Crowe, 9 hours 58 minutes. TB 9613.

The story of Desert Orchid is a modern fairy tale, from his lowly origins, through a brilliant hurdling career, to winning four consecutive awards as National Hunt Horse of the Year. This is his dramatic inside story, compellingly told by his principal owner, a professional scriptwriter, and charts the highs and occasional lows of this wonderful horse. It also tells of the extraordinary impact he has had on the Burridge family, and on the lives of all who have come into contact with him. There are many surprises. TB 9613.

Hillary, Edmund 

View from the summit. 1999. Read by Bill Leathwick, 11 hours 30 minutes. TB 15232.

A New Zealand hero writes about his adventures in the Himalayas, jet boating up the Ganges and travelling to the South Pole. Hillary has also been heavily involved with building medical centres and schools and improving the lives of the Sherpa people in Nepal. TB 15232.

Hilton, Christopher 

Regga: the extraordinary two lives of Clay Regazzoni. 2008. Read by Jonathan Oliver, 13 hours 38 minutes. TB 16833.

Clay Regazzoni, a cult figure in a glorious period of motorsport history, spent six seasons with Ferrari from 1970 to 1975, gave Williams its maiden Grand Prix victory in 1979, and drove Le Mans and the Indy 500. When he crashed so badly at Long Beach in 1980 that he had to spend the rest of his life in a wheelchair, the indomitable Swiss-Italian went on to compete in adapted vehicles. This biography reveals a man of heroic temperament who continued to relish adventure, delight fans and terrify co-drivers right up to his death in December 2006. TB 16833.

Holmes, Kelly 

Kelly Holmes: Black white & gold: the autobiography. 2008. Read by Adjoa Andoh, 11 hours 34 minutes. TB 16888.

Kelly Holmes made history when she brought home double gold in the 2004 Olympics, becoming a national hero. She won Sports Personality of the Year, was given a Damehood, fully backed London's successful 2012 Olympic bid and became a superstar on the red carpet as well as a much acclaimed and consulted professional in the sporting world. Now, in her staggeringly honest updated autobiography, she reveals the times she fought back tears to battle against injury and win gold, plus the emotional decision she made to retire from athletics. TB 16888.

Lampard, Frank 

Totally Frank: my autobiography. 2006. Read by Stuart Crossman, 14 hours. TB 16128.

Chelsea and England footballer and Footballer of the Year, Frank Lampard charts his life story from childhood to young West Ham apprentice to multi-millionaire world footballing celebrity and lynchpin of the national team. This work includes a full account of the 2005/06 season and the 2006 World Cup Finals in Germany. Contains strong language. TB 16128.

MacArthur, Ellen 

Race against time. 2006. Read by Sarah Whitehouse, 3 hours 53 minutes. TB 17610.

Just after ten on the night of February 7th 2004, Ellen MacArthur crossed an imaginary line in the sea off Brittany to become the fastest person ever to sail solo round the world. Her effort captured the world's imagination and the scenes that greeted her return to Falmouth were euphoric. She had become, some claimed, the finest sailor her country had every produced. Drawing on logs, emails, sound and video diaries, this book captures the drama, excitement, danger, joy and tears of a truly extraordinary achievement - in Ellen's own words. TB 17610.

McLaren, Bill

My autobiography. 2005. Read by Andrew Watson, 7 hours 16 minutes. TB 16732.

As well reliving the highlights of his illustrious career as a commentator, Bill talks of the game today and his regrets that rugby went professional. He is a fierce critic of what this has led to and fears for the future health and safety of rugby players because he regards the modern game as dangerously physical. His story amounts to a history of the game itself and reaffirms McLaren's status as an expert. TB 16732.

Miller, Stephen 

Paralympian: my autobiography. 2008. Read by James Hutchinson and Kevin Keegan, 8 hours 10 minutes. TB 16335.

Stephen Miller is one of Britain's most successful athletes. Record-breaking Stephen, who has Cerebral Palsy, has won three Paralympic gold medals, plus dozens of other international accolades in the club and discus events, and will endeavour to win more at Beijing 2008 and London 2012. A writer and poet, Stephen's inspirational autobiography tells of his struggles and triumphs. Contains strong language. TB 16335.

Moore, Richard

Heroes, villains and velodromes: inside track cycling with Chris Hoy. 2008. Read by Crawford Logan, 10 hours 30 minutes. TB 16209.

By shadowing Hoy through a season, author Richard Moore has gained an unembellished insight into the mind of a World and Olympic champion. He has also attained unprecedented levels of access to the key members of the all-conquering British team and support staff, including top coaches, world-renowned psychiatrists, doctors (where the subject of drug abuse is an ever-present shadow) and the pivotal characters behind the scenes. Combining his forensic knowledge of the cycling world with his acclaimed skills as a tenacious investigative journalist, Moore captures the mood of the British team and explores an area of professional sport that has rarely been seen before. Contains strong language. TB 16209.

Moss, Stirling 

Stirling Moss: all my races. 2009. Read by Miles Eagling, 12 hours 57 minutes. TB 17044.

Published to mark the 80th birthday of Sir Stirling Moss OBE, this book tells the story of each of the 529 races in which he took part, from the start of his racing life in 1947 to his career-ending crash at Goodwood in 1962. Told in Sir Stirling's own words, this book is packed with detail and anecdote, supported by a wealth of photographs - many previously unpublished - that show all the greatest moments and the extraordinary variety of cars he drove. TB 17044.

Redgrave, Steven 

A golden age: Steve Redgrave: the autobiography. 2004. Read by James Parsons, 14 hours 19 minutes. TB 17536.

To date, Steve Redgrave has won a record-breaking four Olympic gold medals and eight world championships for his spectacular rowing achievements, and is consequently regarded with awe by rivals, crew-mates and top sportsmen alike. Now, at the age of 38, Steve is bidding to win an unprecedented fifth gold medal at Sydney. Win or lose, it will mark the end of a remarkable twenty-three year long career. The autobiography that marks the end of this career will discuss Redgrave's partnerships with Matthew Pinsent and first partner Andy Holmes, with whom he had a tense relationship. TB 17536.

Robson, Bobby 

Farewell but not goodbye: my autobiography. 2005. Read by Gordon Griffin, 11 hours 38 minutes. TB 16851.

Revered in Newcastle and the North-East, Sir Bobby Robson is a man whose fame knows no boundaries and who enjoys phenomenal popularity. His  hugely successful playing days with Fulham and West Brom in the 1950s and 60s, his twenty England caps and his brilliant management career over the past thirty-eight years mean that he has inspired generations of fans. He has been witness to some of the most historic sporting moments throughout his incredible career, and in his book remembers epic incidents from the 'Hand of God' to the tears of Gazza. He also relives leading England through two World Cups, and the pain of coming within a penalty kick of the 1990 World Cup final. Contains strong language. TB 16851.

Russell, Michael 

Fly fishing: memories of angling days. 1991. Read by Norman Lumsden, 3 hours 50 minutes. TB 9096.

J.R. Hartley's best known catch is the public imagination, but here his elusive fishing recollections are told. Ranging from Yorkshire schooldays in the 1930s, through memorable outings on chalk stream, spate river and loch, to a startling conclusion half a lifetime later on a Scottish summer night. Read by the actor who played J.R. Hartley in the "Yellow Pages" advert. TB 9096.

Sandison, Bruce 

Tales of the loch. 1990. Read by Joe Dunlop, 7 hours 47 minutes. TB 8347.  

Bruce Sandison involves the reader in a journey through times past and present. He reminisces along the way, evoking places visited, people met, things seen and done. He is a keen angler and an acute observer of the Scottish scene, instilling his love of its history, wildlife, family and friends. This is poignant, romantic and entertaining. TB 8347.  
Shankly, Bill 
Shankly: my story: the autobiography: unique 50th anniversary edition. 2009. Read by Crawford Logan and David Thorpe, 8 hours 50 minutes. TB 17599.

This is the tale of Shankly's rise from a poor Scottish mining village to international fame as creator of the most successful side of the era - Liverpool. This book provides in-depth analysis in the inimitable Shankly style of the players he nurtured - from Ian St John to Emlyn Hughes and Kevin Keegan - and revealing descriptions of the methods that made Liverpool uniquely feared and respected. Written in the years after his dramatic resignation as Liverpool manager, it gives an insight into Shankly's feelings about the club that he felt had turned its back on him, and explores the astonishing relationship he had with the supporters they called 'Shankly's Red Army'. TB 17599.

Trescothick, Marcus 

Coming back to me: the autobiography. 2008. Read by David Thorpe, 12 hours 6 minutes. TB 16545.

The memoir of one of the best batsman in the game who stunned the cricket world when he prematurely ended his own England career in 2006 after a mental breakdown. Trescothick's brave and soul-baring account of his mental frailties opens the way to a better understanding of the unique pressures experienced by modern-day professional sportsmen. Contains strong language. TB 16545.

War  

Spoken from the front: real voices from the battlefields of Afghanistan. 2009. Read by Jon Cartwright, 10 hours 37 minutes. TB 16911.

This book recounts the courage and hardship of British servicemen and support staff as they have faced the unique difficulties posed by the ongoing conflict in Afghanistan. Their action-packed, dramatic, moving and often humorous testimonies are told through interviews and diaries, and letters and emails written to family, friends and loved ones. Contains strong language. TB 16911.
Submarine: an anthology of first-hand accounts of the war under the sea, 1939-1945. 2007. Read by Jon Cartwright, 21 hours 42 minutes. TB 16770.

In this oral history collection, submariners of almost all the participating nations recall their service. There are chapters on how submarines were worked, on life aboard and on the particular perils of the service - depth charges, being rammed, staying submerged for many hours. There is also a chapter for each year of the war, with tales from the submariner's perspective. Among the best are: one Royal Navy stoker who remembers hearing that his boat had been sunk and he'd been counted as dead; a U-Boat commander who describes swimming for 49 hours; and an American submariner who recalls returning to Pearl Harbour after the attack. TB 16770.

Ashcroft, Michael 

Special forces heroes: extraordinary true stories of daring and valour. 2008. Read by Jon Cartwright, 10 hours 30 minutes. TB 16660.

This book tells the stories of forty heroes, all awarded bravery medals for their conduct during special forces missions over the last 150 years. These are men who would die for their country, no questions asked. With many incredible stories from particularly the Second World War, including the Cockleshell Heroes, and other conflicts from the twentieth century, such as the Iranian Embassy siege, this collection of real action adventure brings Britain's wars to life. Contains strong language. TB 16660.

Beck, Pip 

A WAAF in bomber command. Read by Marie McCarthy, 7 hours 30 minutes. TB 12803.  

Isis Reminiscence. Pip Beck volunteered for the WAAF in 1941 and was posted to RAF Waddington, one of the bomber stations, where she was trained as a R/T operator. In 1943 she went to Bardney, Lincs, where she applied to remuster as Radar Mechanic (Air) to satisfy her desire to fly, but her mathematics failed her. She then took a wireless operator's course and was transferred to Upper Heyford, Oxon, where she spent the last two years of the war. TB 12803.  
Bowlby, Alex 

Recollections of Rifleman Bowlby: Italy 1944. 1989. Read by Alexander John, 7 hours 26 minutes. TB 10114.

The battalion in which Bowlby served was renowned throughout the Eighth army, but luck deserted it after the North African campaign. Stripped of its hard core of regulars it was sent as heavy infantry to Italy, instead of the specialised role for which it had been trained, and lost its first and second battles. The battalion's struggle to regain its reputation ended on the jagged teeth of the Gothic line. Bowlby describes exactly how men behave when the heat is on, and his account of life in an infantry platoon in Italy 1944 is realistic. TB 10114.

Brickhill, Paul 
Reach for the sky: the story of Douglas Bader. 1954. Read by Corbett Woodall, 15 hours 15 minutes. TB 1176.

The exploits of Douglas Bader, an amputee who is famous as a fighter pilot of the RAF. TB 1176.

Fraser, George Macdonald 

Quartered safe out here: a recollection of the war in Burma. 1992. Read by Joe Dunlop, 10 hours 53 minutes. TB 9399.

A factual, and highly personal account of the war in Burma, describing life and death in Nine Section, a small group of hard-bitten and eccentric Cumbrians. The author, then aged nineteen, served in the last great land campaign of the war, when the 17th Black Cat division captured a strongpoint deep in Japanese territory and held it, spearheading the final assault in which the Japanese armies were torn apart. Fearsome, sometimes appalling, often funny and always a disturbing reminder of how the world and its attitudes to soldiers and soldiering have changed. TB 9399.

Hibbert, Christopher 

Nelson: a personal history. 1994. Read by Christopher Oxford, 16 hours 26 minutes. TB 14098.

In this tale of Nelson's life on and off the high seas, the author illuminates the admiral's personality, his personal and political friendships, and his passionate love affair with Sir William Hamilton's wife, the beautiful Lady Emma, daughter of a blacksmith and once a London prostitute. TB 14098.

Holmes, Richard

Marlborough: Britain's greatest general. 2009. Read by Alistair Maydon, 26 hours 32 minutes. TB 17622.

This is an account of the life of John Churchill, the Duke of Marlborough and Britain's finest soldier, who rose from genteel poverty to lead his country to glory, cementing its position as a major player on the European stage and saviour of the Holy Roman Empire. TB 17622.
Kershaw, Robert J 

Tank men: the human story of tanks at war. 2009. Read by Jonathan Oliver, 18 hours 48 minutes. TB 16771.

Ex-soldier and military historian Robert Kershaw brings to life the grime, the grease and the fury of a tank battle through the voices of ordinary men and women who lived and fought in those fearsome machines. This text draws on newly researched personal testimony from the crucial battles of the First and Second World Wars. TB 16771.

Last, Nella 

Nella Last's war: the Second World War diaries of Housewife, 49. 2006. Read by Lesia Melnyk, 13 hours 55 minutes. TB 16772.

In September 1939, housewife and mother Nella Last began a diary. When war broke out, Nella's younger son joined the army while the rest of the family tried to adapt to civilian life. Writing each day for the "Mass Observation" project, Nella, a middle-aged housewife from the bombed town of Barrow, shows what people really felt during this time. This was the period in which she turned 50, saw her children leave home, and reviewed her life and her marriage - which she eventually compares to slavery. TB 16772.

Lewis, Norman 

Naples '44: an intelligence officer in the Italian labyrinth. 2002. Read by Daniel Philpott, 7 hours 16 minutes. TB 16135.

Norman Lewis arrived in Naples as an Intelligence Officer attached to the American Fifth Army. By 1944 the city's inhabitants were so destitute that all the tropical fish in the aquarium had been devoured, and numbers of respectable women had been driven to prostitution. The mafia gradually became so indispensable to the occupying forces that it succeeded in regaining its former power. Despite the cruelty and suffering he encountered, Lewis writes in the diary, "A year among Italians has converted me to such an admiration for their humanity and culture that were I given the chance to be born again, Italy would be the country of my choice." Contains strong language and unsuitable for family reading. TB 16135.

Lomax, Eric

The railway man. 1995. Read by Hugh Ross, 8 hours 52 minutes. TB 10457.

Eric Lomax, a railway enthusiast, was taken prisoner in Malaya in 1941 while serving with the Signal Corps. He was put to work on the Burma-Siam railway; and he helped to build an illicit radio with which to follow the progress of the war. The discovery of the radio brought on two years of dreadful torture and distress - one tormentor in particular remained in Lomax's memory for half a century. Late in life, Lomax learned how to believe in the possibility of hope. He then discovered that his Japanese interrogator was alive, and found out where he was with an extraordinary will to remember and forgive. TB 10457.

Longford, Elizabeth Pakenham 

Wellington. Vol. 1: The years of the sword. 1969. Read by John Graham, 21 hours 43 minutes. TB 1527.

Covering the first 46 years of Wellington's life, his childhood and career in the army until the final battle with Napoleon at Waterloo. TB 1527.

Lusseyran, Jacques 

And there was light. 1964. Read by Alvar Liddell, 10 hours 56 minutes. TB 339.

A former French resistance leader relates his experiences from the time he was blinded at the age of eight, to his internment in a Nazi concentration camp. TB 339.

Lynn, Vera

Some sunny day: my autobiography. 2009. Read by Diana Bishop, 7 hours 38 minutes. TB 16787.

Born Vera Welch on 20 March, 1917 in the East End of London, Dame Vera Lynn's career was set from an early age - along with her father, who also did a 'turn', she sang in Working Men's Clubs from just seven years old. She had a successful radio career with Joe Loss and Charlie Kunz in the 1920s and '30s, but it was with World War II that she became the iconic figure that captured the imagination of the national public. TB 16787.

Marks, Leo 

Between silk and cyanide: a codemaker's story 1941-1945. 2000. Read by Nigel Graham, 22 hours 46 minutes. TB 13804.

A cryptographer and then an award-winning scriptwriter, Leo Marks is credited by Roosevelt as having shortened the war by at least three months due to the innovations he devised in signals intelligence saving countless lives. This text reveals the code operations of SOE during the war. Contains strong language. TB 13804.

Samuel, Wolfgang W E 

German boy: a child in war. Read by William Gregory, 15 hours 55 minutes. TB 13119.

As the Third Reich crumbled in 1945, scores of Germans fled the advancing Russian troops. Among them was a little boy named Wolfgang Samuel who left with his mother and sister, ending up in war-torn Strasburg before being forced into a disease-ridden refugee camp. This is the story of their fight for survival, a broken family who suffered arbitrary arrest, rape, hunger and constant fear. Unsuitable for family reading. TB 13119.

Warner, Philip

Kitchener: the man behind the legend. 1985. Read by Garard Green, 10 hours 42 minutes. TB 6776.

Recent new material has made it possible for the author to look beyond the austere figure in the poster with the enormous moustache, to the daring adventurer and spy, a perfectionist who, although incredibly untidy himself, was a meticulous planner and a commander who took his place in the forefront of the battle in order to know exactly what was happening. Like a modern general, he believed battles should be won before they are fought. TB 6776.

Wellum, Geoffrey 

First light. 2009. Read by Alan Orme, 12 hours 26 minutes. TB 17407.

Two months before the outbreak of the Second World War, seventeen-year- old Geoffrey Wellum becomes a fighter pilot with the RAF. Desperate to get in the air, he makes it through basic training to become the youngest Spitfire pilot in the prestigious 92 Squadron. Thrust into combat almost immediately, Wellum finds himself flying several sorties a day, caught up in terrifying dogfights with German Me 109s. Over the coming months he and his fellow pilots play a crucial role in the Battle of Britain. But of the friends that take to the air alongside Wellum many never return. TB 17407.

Courage and inspiration 

Winning through: how people have triumphed over tragedy. 1987. Read by Christopher Scott and Anne Jameson, 6 hours 11 minutes. TB 8330.

Many people have a crisis in their lives - the blow of the death of a loved one, a physical disability to bear, or fighting the terrors of wartime or simply coping with the set-backs of ordinary life. These crises sometimes turn out later to have been an important milestone, either personally or professionally. This compilation consists of the recollections of famous people who share their private triumphs over adversity. TB 8330.

Alexander, Liesl 

To hell and back. 1985. Read by Chris Salt, 4 hours 40 minutes. TB 6679.

Liesl Alexander was diagnosed as chronically mentally ill. She was kept in a locked room and later almost murdered by another patient. During her years in a mental hospital, she repeatedly attempted suicide and became gripped by drug addiction. Then the miracle happened - she found healing. In the years since then she has discovered the joys of "normal" life and has written this book in order to share her experience for the benefit of all those touched by mental illness. TB 6679.

Allen-King, Jill 

Just Jill: the autobiography of Jill Allen-King MBE. 2010. Read by Annie Aldington, 4 hours 31 minutes. TB 17618.

Jill's autobiography charts her journey from partially sighted child to totally blind adult and beyond, culminating in her being awarded the MBE for her many achievements. Just Jill is an important book that raises questions about what it means to have a disability in our society and how we can all learn from the work of Jill Allen-King. TB 17618.

Briscoe, Constance 

Beyond ugly. 2008. Read by Antonia Beamish, 8 hours 2 minutes. TB 16249.

Sequel to: Ugly, TB 15909. Despite her mother's constant physical and psychological abuse, Constance Briscoe has gained a place at Newcastle University to study law - a long-held ambition. She finances her studies by several jobs at weekends and during the holidays, including working with the terminally ill in a hospice. She also finds the money to pay for several cosmetic surgery treatments in an attempt to transform the face that her mother has convinced her is ugly. With the degree achieved, Constance takes up Michael Mansfield's invitation to become a pupil in his prestigious chambers. Contains strong language. TB 16249.

Dohaney, M T 

When things get back to normal. 2002. Read by Mary Fisher, 3 hours. TB  17861.

One Friday evening, Dohaney's husband went out to play hockey with his friends. She never saw him alive again. To help herself through this catastrophe, Dohaney recorded a year's worth of pain and anger as well as her gradual and unexpected healing in the journal that became this book. TB 17861.

Dryburgh, Nicole 

The way I see it. 2008. Read by Bethany Minelle, 5 hours 36 minutes. TB 17120.

At the age of 11, Nicole was diagnosed with a malignant tumour on her spine, then two years later she suffered a brain haemorrhage. Desperately ill, blind and unable to move, she was given weeks to live. Against all odds, she came home. Now aged 18, still blind and mainly confined to a wheelchair, Nicole is wholehearted and positive, whether she is studying, fund-raising, horse-riding, playing with her mischievous dogs or hanging out with her friends. TB 17120.

Escott, Beryl E

Twentieth century women of courage. 1999. Read by Frances Jeater, 11 hours 23 minutes. TB 12553.

The text presents the names and deeds of women who have distinguished themselves through courage from the beginning of this century to the present day. The author describes hundreds of acts of the most outstanding bravery in the face of almost overwhelming danger, where women have placed their own lives at risk, usually to save lives and sometimes dying in the attempt.  TB 12553.

Gardner, Nuala 

A friend like Henry. 2008. Read by Kara Wilson, 10 hours 17 minutes. TB 16033.

This is the inspiring account of a family's struggle to break into their son's autistic world - and how a dog made the real difference. Scared but determined that Dale should live a fulfilling life, Nuala describes her despair at her son's condition, her struggle to prevent Dale being excluded from a 'normal' education and her sense of hopeless isolation. The Gardner's lives were transformed when they welcomed a gorgeous golden retriever into the family. From taking a bath to saying 'I love you', Henry helped introduce Dale to all the normal activities most parents take for granted, and set him on the road to being the charming and well-adjusted young man he is today. TB 16033.

Hunniford, Gloria

Always with you. 2008. Read by Maggie Cronin, 9 hours 46 minutes. TB 16533.

This is the story of how Gloria Hunniford and her family survived the death of her 41 year old daughter, Caron. But it is not only her story. It is written for those who held her while she raged. Grief is lonely, but as this book shows, you are not alone. Death affects us all at some point. The loss of a loved one is always with you, but so are the living. This is how she found her way back to them. TB 16533.

Lewis, Kevin 

The kid: a true story. 2004. Read by Steven Alexander, 7 hours 47 minutes. TB 16134.

The Kid; 1. Kevin Lewis grew up on a council estate in South London. Beaten and starved by his parents, ignored by the social services and bullied at school, he was offered a chance to escape this nightmare world and was put into care. At the age of 17, not able to make a proper living, he became caught up in the criminal underworld of London, where he was known as "The Kid". Kevin tells the story of how he has managed to make a better life for himself. Contains strong language and passages of violence. TB 16134.

Longden, Deric 

Diana's story. 1989. Read by Ronald Markham, 7 hours 9 minutes. TB 8355.

In 1971, Deric Longden's wife Diana became ill with the mysterious disorder known as ME (Myalgic Encephalomyelitis), Diana suffered years of paralysis and chronic pain and eventually died, accidentally, as a result of her illness. Surprisingly, "Diana's story" is not one of gloom and despair, it is the wonderfully moving - and frequently hilarious - story of a marriage based on deep love and an exceptional shared sense of humour. TB 8355.

Nolan, Christopher 

Under the eye of the clock: the life story of Christopher Nolan. 1987. Read by Philip O'Sullivan, 7 hours 22 minutes. TB 7222.

The life-story of Christopher Nolan. Born handicapped he has been a complete and permanent prisoner inside his spastic coffin of a body; his aim, to reveal to the world the rich imagination, perception and wit inside that useless body. He has a keen sense of the generations of the mute, helpless cripples who have been "dashed and branded and treated as dross" for want of a voice to tell what it feels like. TB 7222.

Schaefer, Nicola 
Does she know she's there? 1999. Read by Nicola Schaefer, 12 hours 31 minutes. TB 17571.

The true story of the Schaefer's determination to raise Catherine, a profoundly retarded and virtually helpless child, at home despite personal problems and social pressures. This is an updated version of the original 1978 book, and follows Catherine's life as she lives in her own home, assisted by caregivers. TB 17571.

Simpson, Joe 

Touching the void. 1997. Read by Alistair Petrie and Stuart Crossman, 7 hours 20 minutes. TB 14234.

Joe Simpson and his partner, Simon Yates, had reached the summit of the previously unclimbed West Face of the remote Siula Grande in Peru, before disaster struck. What happened, and how they dealt with the psychological traumas that resulted when Simon was forced into the appalling decision to cut the rope, makes not only an epic of survival but a quite extraordinary and moving book. Contains strong language. TB 14234.

Tomlin, Jenny 

Behind closed doors: a true story of abuse, neglect and survival against the odds. 2006. Read by Anna Harwich, 7 hours 6 minutes. TB 16922.

Jenny was born one of five children in the East End, her childhood was spent in squalor and terror. Her father's violent beatings, humiliations, and sexual abuse were part of daily life; her mother - also his sexual victim and savagely beaten - was no source of help. With the power of love, cunning, the blackest of black humour, and an indestructible self-belief, Jenny eventually broke free of her past. Contains strong language and passages of violence. TB 16922.

Wilkinson, Mary 

Defying disability: the lives and legacies of nine disabled leaders. 2009. Read by Sherry Baines, 11 hours 11 minutes. TB 16785.

This book tells the stories of nine disabled leaders who, by force of personality and concrete achievement, have made us think differently about disability. Whatever direction they have come from, they share a common will to change society so that disabled people get a fair deal. There are compelling biographies of - Sir Bert Massie: public servant; Lord (Jack) Ashley: Labour politician; Rachel Hurst: activist and campaigner; Tom Shakespeare: academic; Phil Friend: entrepreneur and business consultant; Peter White: broadcaster; Mat Fraser: actor, musician and performer; Andrew Lee: activist and campaigner; and, Dame Tanni Grey-Thompson: Paralympic champion. TB 16785.

Miscellaneous 

From romance to reality. 1983. Read by June Gurvich, 9 hours 19 minutes. TB 17433. 

Peggy O'Hara, this book's editor, was a so-called war bride, coming to Canada from England after marrying a Canadian serviceman during the Second World War. She later wondered about the other thousands of British and Dutch women who had done the same. What uprooted them from family and friends and brought them to a strange, sparsely populated country? She collected their stories, some happy, some sad, in an effort to find out. TB 17433. 

Alagiah, George

A home from home: from immigrant boy to English man. 2007. Read by Peter Crerar, 10 hours 33 minutes. TB 16927.

George Alagiah is an immigrant twice over - born in Sri Lanka, his family moved first to Ghana and then to Britain. His is a unique and deeply personal perspective on the private struggle faced by all immigrants. Since its publication in 2006, A Home from Home has been at the forefront of a new debate on what it means to be British. Alagiah's compelling story brings the immigrant experience and questions of national identity vividly to life. Contains strong language. TB 16927.

Bannatyne, Duncan 

Anyone can do it: the autobiography. 2007. Read by Jonathan Hackett, 11 hours 18 minutes. TB 16429.

Bannatyne relives his colourful path to riches, from ice cream salesman to multi-millionaire, explaining how anyone could take the same route as he did - if they really want to. Hugely articulate, and with numerous fascinating and revealing stories to tell, this is an autobiography and a business book unlike any other - but then Bannatyne isn't like any other businessman, either. Contains strong language. TB 16429.

Burden, Charlie

Lord Sugar: the man who revolutionised British business. 2010. Read by Matt Williamson, 7 hours 1 minute. TB 17748.

This biography reveals the secrets that took Lord Sugar to the top and shows how you can learn from his soaring career. It identifies and analyses the Great British values that made Lord Sugar one of the country's wealthiest men including courage, honesty, hard-work and fair play. Never afraid to tear up the rule-book he has an unconventional and eccentric streak. In his personal life too, Lord Sugar displays the best of British characteristics, always remaining a loyal family man. He is also enormously generous, supporting numerous charitable and cultural ventures. TB 17748.

Haworth, Don 

Figures in a bygone landscape: a Lancashire childhood. 1986. Read by Christopher Scott, 8 hours 26 minutes. TB 6766.

Don Haworth's nostalgic reminiscences are a historical record as well as a sentimental journey back to the first seven years of his Lancashire childhood in the 1920s. Against a background of mills and moors emerges a fascinating variety of characters, vividly remembered. TB 6766.

Healey, Edna 

Emma Darwin: the inspirational wife of a genius. 2002. Read by Elizabeth Proud, 17 hours 17 minutes. TB 16424.

Emma Wedgwood, granddaughter of the famous Josiah, married Charles Darwin in 1839, three years after he returned from his extraordinary voyage on the Beagle. Their life together was intellectually exciting though overshadowed by personal tragedy. Edna Healey has discovered new material and has had the full support of the Darwin family in writing this major biography. TB 16424.

Knight, Martin 

Battersea girl: tracing a London life. 2006. Read by Bob Rollett, 8 hours 45 minutes. TB 16541. 

A couple of years ago, Martin Knight began a quest to delve into his family history. He had a head start on many amateur genealogists as 30 years earlier he had produced a school project on the very subject. The project was based on the papers and oral history of his then elderly grandmother, Ellen Tregent. In this book, Martin Knight charts Ellen's long and eventful life and the lives of her siblings. They encounter abject poverty, disease, suicide, murder, war and inevitably death, but, equally, the spirit of stoical people who were determined to make the most of their lives shines through. TB 16541. 
Lomax, Judy 

Sheila Scott. 1990. Read by Erica Grant, 10 hours 34 minutes. TB 8382.

Sheila Scott was portrayed to the public as a glamorous and courageous record-breaking heroine of the air. With Sheila's full co-operation before her death, Judy Lomax has interviewed people who knew her and reveals the true nature of her lonely battle against drug and alcohol addiction, mental and physical illness, injury and rejection, as well as paying full tribute to her achievements and the positive aspects of her nature. TB 8382.

Lovell, Mary S 

The Mitford girls: the biography of an extraordinary family. 2002. Read by Wendy Karstens, 23 hours 30 minutes. TB 15208.

Lord Redesdale and his wife had six daughters, born between 1904 and 1920. He claimed that each was more foolish than the other. The author looks at the drama that unfolds as this close, loving family is splintered by the violent ideologies of Europe between the wars. TB 15208.

Lucy, Mary Elizabeth

Mistress of Charlecote: the memoirs of Mary Elizabeth Lucy. 1983. Read by Rosemary Davis, 7 hours 9 minutes. TB 5194.

The fine Elizabethan manor of Charlecote was for centuries the ancestral home of the Lucy family. In 1823 Mary Elizabeth Williams came as a bride and stayed there until her death in 1889. In her old age she wrote this lively record of her life, from a childhood in the county of Flint to her eighties when she still played her harp and drove her pony carriage around the lanes of Warwickshire. TB 5194.

Moorehead, Caroline 
Freya Stark. 1985. Read by Rosalind Shanks, 4 hours 27 minutes. TB 6239. 

Lives of modern women.  Born in Paris in 1893, Freya Stark could speak three languages by the time she was five years old. With a high regard for the traditions of Empire, yet also flamboyant, unorthodox and independent she set out in the 1930s to explore the East. Freya's expeditions in Persia and Hadharmaut established her reputation as a great traveller and writer. TB 6239. 

Osborne, Frances 

The Bolter: Idina Sackville, the woman who scandalised 1920s society and became White Mischief's infamous seductress. 2009. Read by Jilly Bond, 10 hours 14 minutes. TB 16430. 

In 1934 Idina Sackville met the son she had last seen fifteen years earlier when she shocked high society by running off to Africa with a near-penniless man, abandoning him, his brother and their father. So scandalous was Idina's life - she was said to have had 'lovers without number' - that it was kept a secret from her great-granddaughter, Frances Osbourne. Now Frances explores her tale of betrayal and heartbreak. TB 16430. 
Rossant, Colette 

Apricots on the Nile: a memoir with recipes. 2002. Read by Camilla Mathias, 4 hours 32 minutes. TB 16863.

In 1937, five-year-old Colette Rossant arrived in Cairo from Paris with her Egyptian Jewish father and beautiful French mother. When her father dies Colette's flighty mother abandons the little girl to her wealthy grandparents. She soon settles into their luxuriant, food centred lifestyle - spending afternoons in the spice filled kitchen; accompanying her grandmother to the bazaar; and feasting on the delicious Egyptian food. At fifteen Colette is brought back to Paris with her mother, never to see her grandparents again, and only to return to Egypt thirty years later. In this memoir, accompanied by mouth watering recipes, she evokes an Egypt lost. TB 16863.

Seth, Vikram 
Two lives. 2006. Read by David Thorpe, 18 hours 19 minutes. TB 16194.

The book is both a history of a violent century seen through eyes of two survivors as well as an intimate portrait of their friendship, marriage and abiding yet complex love. Shanti Behari Seth was born in 1908. He was brought up in India in the late years of the Raj, and was sent by his family in the 1930s to Berlin to study medicine and dentistry. It was here, before he migrated to Britain, that Shanti's path first crossed that of his future wife. Henny Gerda Caro was also born in 1908, in Berlin to a Jewish family, cultured, patriotic and intensely German. When the family decided to have Shanti as a lodger, Henny's first reaction was 'Don't take a black man!' But a friendship flowered and when Henny fled Hitler's Germany for England one month before war broke out, she was met by the only person she knew in the country: Shanti. TB 16194.

Taylor, David 

Vet on the wild side. 1990. Read by Steve Hodson, 8 hours 49 minutes. TB 8966.

David Taylor, the zoo vet, tells of his work and the many curious creatures he shares it with. To him, animals generally come first. However, life is not a "bed of roses". He has to contend with working around the clock and spends 14 Christmases away from home. TB 8966.

Ngugi wa Thiong'o 

Dreams in a time of war: a childhood memoir. 2010. Read by Damian Lynch, 6 hours 34 minutes. TB 17779.

Beginning in the late 1930s, this memoir describes Ngugi's day-to-day life as the fifth child of his father's third wife in a family that included twenty-four children born to four different mothers. Against the backdrop of World War II, which affected the lives of Africans under British colonial rule in unexpected ways, Ngugi spent his childhood as the apple of his mother's eye before attending school to slake what was then considered a bizarre thirst for learning. As he grows up, the wider political and social changes occurring in Kenya at this time begin to impinge on the boy's life in both inspiring and frightening ways. Through telling the story of his grandparents and parents and of his brothers' involvement on different sides of the violent Mau Mau uprising, Ngugi wa Thiong'o takes us back to a momentous period in Kenyan history, deftly etching a bygone era, capturing the landscape, the people and their culture, and the social and political vicissitudes of life under colonialism and war. TB 17779.
Warry, Nan 

In the shade of the mango tree. 1990. Read by Laurel Lefkow, 7 hours 45 minutes. TB 9047.

The story of Nan Warry's early days in India, both as a child and as a young wife and mother. Set against a colourful background, it is the world of a child where weekends were spent tiger-hunting; growing up in a world of picnics and tennis parties; where chaperones were a must; falling in love with a handsome young officer and starting a family of her own. Personal impressions of India during the last half century of British sovereignty. TB 9047.
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